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Gentlemen  : — By  a  statute  of  Georgo  IIL 
cap.  37,  it  is  declared,  that  a  witness  cannot 
refuse  to  answer  questions,  because  he  may 
subject  bimself  to  civil  liability  or  charge; 
but  he  is  not  bound  to  answer  any  questions 
which  may  expose  him  to  criminal  punish- 
ment or  penal  liability.  lu  such  cases  the 
limits  to  which  a  medical  witness  may  thus 
proceed,  ought  to  be  well  understood. 

A  surgeon  who  goes  out  with  parties  that 
are  about  to  fight  a  dael,  is  liable  to  be 
prosecuted  criminally,  if  it  can  be  proved 
that  he  knew  ihe  duel  was  to  take  place. — 
He  is  supposed,  in  that  case,  to  be  an  aider 
and  abettor  of  the  crime,  which  is  felony  in 
the  eye  of  the  law.  But  as  the  duty  of  the 
surgeon  diifers  from  that  of  the  second,  who 
goes  out  to  regulate  the  perpetration  of  the 
murder,  and  as  the  surgeon  attends  merely 
to  alleviate  its  consequences,  if  they  admit 
of  alleviation,  I  am  disposed  to  regard  the 
law  in  this  respect  as  at  least  severe.  It 
is,  nevertheless,  true,  that  a  surgeon  who 
attends  on  the  field,  knowing  that  a  duel  is 
to  be  fought,  is  regarded  in  law  as  an  ac- 
complice. In  giving  testimony,  therefore, 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  surviving  party  for 
murder,  a  surgeon  is  not  bound  to  answer 
any  questions  which  may  tend  to  criminate 
himself. 

At  the  Old  Bailey  sessions,  in  June 
1821,  Mr.  George  Pafmore  was  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Mr   .lohn  Scott  in  a  duel. — 


Mr.    Pettigrew,  a  surgeon,   waa  the  first 
witness  called. 

Mr.  Justice  Bailey  said,  "  Mr.  Pettigrew, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  give  you  this  caution. 
If  you  think  the  evidence  which  you  are 
about  to  give  likely  to  expose  you  to  a 
criminal  prosecution,  you  are  not  bound  to 
give  it." 

Mr.  Pettigrew  replied,  "  My  lord,  I  am 
not  competent  to  form  any  opinion  of  my 
legal  guilt.  I  have  not  taken  the  part  of 
principal  or  second.  The  part  which  t 
have  taken  was  merely  to  exercise  my  pre 
fesssonal  duty  ;  in  that  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  moral  guilt." 

Mr.  Justice  Bailey.  "  If  you  went 
(knowing  a  duel  was  to  take  place)  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  professional  attendance, 
1  apprehend  you  are  liable  to  a  criminal 
prosecution.'''' 

Mr.  Pettigrew.  "  Then,  my  lord,  I 
must  decline  answering  any  questions." 

Mr.  Justice  Bailey.  "  1  recollect  having 
seen  a  surgeon  of  eminence  tried  in  this 
court  on  a  similar  occasion." 

Neither  Mr.  Pettigrew  nor  his  assistant, 
were  examined. 

In  this  case  the  witness  was  greatly  In- 
debted to  the  judge  ;  and  the  case  strongly 
illustrates  the  advantage  of  a  knowledga 
of  the  law  of  legal  evidence  to  medical 
men.  In  mentioning  this  case,  Mr.  Amos 
quaintly  remarks — ''  Mr.  Pettigrew  could 
not  but  have  regretted  his  deficiencies  if, 
after  concluding  his  evidence,  he  had  been 
requested  to  spend  the  rest  of  the  day  with 
the  o-oaler,  and  the  next  mornincr  but  one 
with  the  executioner, — a  doom  which  must 
have  awaited  him  if  royal  mercy  had  not 
intervened,  in  pity  to  the  deplorable  legal  ig- 
norance of  the  culprit."*  On  the  sama 
principle  a  medical  witness  may  refuse  to 
answer  any  question  tending  to  degrade 
either  his  moral  or  professional  character, 
unless  the  transaction  respecting  which  the 
witness  is  interrogated  form  any  part  of  the 
issue  ;  in  which  case  ho  will  be  obliged  ti> 
give  the  evidence,  however  strongly  it  may 
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reflect  upon  his  character  ;  but,  in  all  mat- 
ters    irrelevant    to    the    investigation    in 
issue,  he  may  legally  refuse  to  answer. — 
Thus  a  medical  witness  may  on  some  former 
occasion  have  displayed  great  professional 
ignorance  in  his  delivering  his  testimony, 
hut  he  may  have  subsequently  recovered  the 
good  opinion  of  the  world  ;  consequently  it 
would  be  an  act  of  extreme  cruelty  and  in- 
justice to  expose  his    character    afresh  to 
evil  report  by  means  of  his  own  testimony. 
A   question   may,  nevertheless,  be    asked 
•which  may   tend  to  disparage    a   witness, 
provided  it  have  not  a  direct  and  immediate 
eflFect  to   disparage.     In   a   case  in  which 
Lord    Alvanley  was  judge,   a  female   was 
asked  whether  she  did  not  cohabit  with  the 
plaintiff;  his  lordship  did  not  exclude  the 
question,  and  added,  "  that  unless  a  wit- 
ness   could  be  asked  what  might   tend  to 
disparage  him,  an   investigation  into    the 
character  of  the  witness,  which  it  might  be 
important  to  ascertain,  would  be  prevent- 
ed."    Jfthe   witness  display  premeditated 
ignorance  on  a  point   regarding  which  he 
ought  manifestly  to  have  possessed  greater 
knowledge,  this  circumstance  in   a  witness 
should  never  be  forgotten  ;  and  the  witness 
should  be  held  up  to  the  finger  of  scorn. — 
Starkie,   in  treating  of  the  instruments  of 
evidence,  justly  remarks  that,   "  It  cannot 
but  be  material  for  the  jury  to  understand 
the  character  of  the  witness  whom  they  are 
called    upon    to    believe ;  and    to    know, 
whether,  although  he  has  not  actually  been 
convicted  of  any  crime,  he  has  not  in  some 
measure,  rendered  himself  less  credible,  by 
his  disgraceful  conduct."* 

In  general  a  witness  must  speak  to  facts  ; 
opinion  is  not  regarded  as  evidence  ;  but 
medical  witnesses,  as  I  have  already  stated, 
epeak  not  only  as  to  facts,  but  also  state 
opinions,  both  as  to  the  condition  of  pa- 
tients whom  they  have  seen,  and  with  re- 
spect to  cases  detailed  by  other  witnesses, 
although  they  have  not  themselves  seen  the 
patients.  Such  opinions  are  received  as 
evidence.  I  was  some  years  ago  subpoened 
to  attend  a  trial  at  Warwick,  on  a  policy 
of  insurance  on  a  life  ;  yet  all  that  could 
be  expected  from  me,  and  from  other  med- 
ical witnesses  who  were  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament with  myself,  was  merely  an  opin- 
ion of  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  deceas- 
ed, from  the  details  of  others,  at  the  time 
of  effecting  the  policy.  In  cases  of  insanity 
this  species  of  evidence  is  often  most  im- 
portant, as  the  medical  man  is   permitted 

•  StBvkie's  Evidence,  p  143. 


to  form  his  judgment  upon  the  representa- 
tion which  witnesses  at  the  trial  have  given 
of  the    conduct,  manner  and  general  ap- 
pearance  exhibited  by  the  patient.     There 
is,  however,  a  certain  degree  of  limitation 
in  such   cases  ;  for,  although  medical  wit- 
nesses are   admitted,  after    hearing    such 
evidence,  to   give   their   opinion,  whether 
certain  symptoms  are  symptoms  of  insanity^ 
yet  they  are   not   competent    to  give   an 
opinion    whether    the   particular    act    for 
which  a  prisoner  is   tried,  was  an  act  of  in- 
sanity.    Thus,  in   such  a    case   as  that  of 
Bellingham,   who   shot   Mr.  Percival,  and 
was    properly  hanged   for   the  murder,   a 
physician  might  have  proved  that  the  pris- 
oner had  displayed  proofs  of  insanity ;  but 
his   opinion   would   not   have  been   asked 
whether  the  murder  in  question  was  an  act 
of  insanity.     It  is  surely  unnecessary,  gen- 
tlemen,   for  me   to  urge    you    to   reflect 
on  the  high  responsibility  of   the  medical 
witness  in  all  such  cases.     Is  it  requisite  to 
say  that   he  should    come  into   court  not 
merely  able  to  give  an  opinion ;  he  should 
be   able  to  maintain  its  accuracy,  and  to 
afford  the  reasons  which  influence   his  de- 
cision ?      Without    such    an    elucidation, 
"  opinion,"  as  Dr.  Halsam  justly  remarks, 
"becomes  a  bare  dictum.''''     But  in  every 
ease,  as  well  as   in  those  of  insanity,   it  i» 
incumbent  in   the  medical   witness  to  ex- 
plain and   to  establish   his  testimony  ;  and 
in  doing  so,    as   he  is  directing   his  obser- 
vations to  unprofessional  men,  he  is  bound 
also  to  make  his   explanations  satisfactory 
to  the   capacities  of  his  hearers  ;  he  must 
make  himself  intelligible  to   ordinary  com- 
prehensions. 

You  must  also  bear  in  mind.  Gentlemen, 
that  your  powers  to  form  a  judgment  on 
circumstances  which  require  professional 
skill  may  be  called  in  question.  For  ex- 
ample, a  man  is  wounded,  and  death  en- 
sues ;  the  jury  cannot  draw  any  conclusion, 
from  their  own  experience,  whether  the 
fatal  issue  was  the  result  of  the  wound ; 
consequently  a  surgical  witness  is  called  in. 
He  delivers  his  opinion  as  to  the  connec- 
tion between  the  wound 'and  the  death, 
grounded  upon  the  knowledge  which  he  is 
supposed  to  possess,  on  hearing  all  the 
circumstances  and  the  symptoms  of  the 
case  ;  and  the  jury  is  to  be  guided  by  his 
opinion,  because  it  is  a  just  maxim  in  law, 
"  cullibet  in  arte  sua  credendum  est." — 
But  the  skill  of  the  witness  may  be  called 
in  question  ;  his  ability  must  be  undoubted 
before  his  evidence  can  be  received  ;  thence, 
if  questioned,   he    must   be   prepared  not 
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only  to  maintain  the  validity  of  his  opinion, 
but  to  display  the  extent  of  his  ability  by 
the  opinions  which  he  delivers. 

Nothing  weighs  so  much  with  a  jui'y, 
in  giving  evidence  to  testimony,  as  espe- 
rience  in  the  witness  in  reference  to  the 
subject  at  issue  ;  but,  however  great  this 
may  be,  yet  it  will  have  little  influence  in 
regulating  the  decision  of  a  court,  if  it  be 
not  in  conformity  with  the  general  experi- 
ence of  the  world.  Thus,  if  a  surgeon 
were  to  affirm  that  a  man  whose  skull  was 
fractured  by  a  blow  on  the  head,^and  who 
died  a  few  days  afterwards,  did  not  fall  a 
victim  to  the  blow,  but  died  of  apoplexy,  or 
any  other  disease,  his  testimony,  although 
he  might  be  a  man  of  great  experience,  yet 
to  say  the  most  of  it,  would  create  little 
belief  of  its  correctness  in  the  minds  of  the 
jury.  Nor  is  this  wonderful,  since  one 
ground  of  human  testimony  is  experience  ; 
and  "  it  neceesarily  follows  that  such  testi- 
mony is  strengthened  or  weakennd  by  its 
conformity,  or  its  inconsistency,  with  our 
previous  knowledge  and  experience."*  A 
man  easily  credits  a  witness  who  states  that 
that  event  has  happened  which  he  himself 
has  known  to  happen  under  similar  circum- 
stances ;  and  he  may  even  believe  such 
testimony,  if  according  to  his  preconceived 
ideas,  although  he  should  not  have  had 
actual  experience  of  similar  facts  ;  but 
when  a  person  asserts  that  which  is  not 
"only  unsupported  by  common  experience, 
but  it  is  contrary  to  it,  belief  is  slow  and 
difficult.  I  may  illustrate  this  by  an  anec- 
dote told  to  me  by  my  friend  Mr.  Gait, 
the  novelist :  "  When  1  was  in  Palermo," 
said  Mr.  Gait,  "  my  landlord  and  his  fami- 
ly were  much  pleased  with  the  accounts 
which  I  gave  them  of  London.  One  eve- 
ning, however,  on  telling  them  that  the 
salary  of  a  prima  donna,  in  our  opera 
house,  was  equal  to  that  of  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, my  host  stopped  me  short,  and  said, 
'  No, — no,  that  is  not  credible.  Hitherto 
we  have  believed  what  you  have  told  to  us, 
because  we  thought  you  a  sober  minded 
man,  but  now  I  am  sure  you  are  deceiving 
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In  commenting  upon  evidence  respecting 
opinions,  those  of  medical  writers  are  often 
mentioned  by  counsel,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  witness  respecting  them  is  demanded. 
In  such  cases  it  is  always  advisable  to 
criticise  with  judgment,  and  to  advance 
contrary  opinions  with  diffidence.  In  a 
case   mentioned   in  the  printed  lectures  of 

"Starkie,  p   471,  toI.  L 


Mr.  Amos,  a  medical  man  at  Lincoln  flip- 
pantly replied  to  a  question,  by  slighting 
the  information  which  was  to  be  obtained 
from  writers  on  medicine,  remarking  that 
authors  would  advance  any  thing.  "  Chief 
Justice  Dallas  reprimanded  the  witness, 
remarking  that  he  would  not  sit  in  a  court 
of  justice  and  hear  science  reviled,  and  the 
recorded  researches  of  the  medical  world 
represented  by  ignorant  tongues  as  leading 
only  to  uncertainty." 

In  delivering  your  own  opinions  never 
volunteer  explanations  which  are  not  re- 
quired. I  have  seen  medical  men  run  into 
difficulties  from  which  they  could  not  extri- 
cate themselves  by  such  indiscretions,  and 
lose  themselves  in  a  labyrinth  of  perplexi- 
ties, which  even  became  obvious  to  the  ad- 
verse counsel,  who  generally  exerted  every 
nerve  to  lead  the  unfortunate  wanderers 
still  further  astray,  until  they  were  com- 
pletely mystified  and  lost.  Some  men 
think  that  can  elevate  their  professional 
characters  by  displaying  the  extent  of  their 
knowledge  on  the  subjects  at  issue,  and 
they  deliver  harangues  almost  amounting  to 
lectures  in  court ;  but  no  conduct  is  more 
indiscreet ;  none  is  more  likely  to  weaken 
any  hold  which  the  v.'itness  may  have  pre- 
viously gained  upon  the  good  opinion  of  the 
public. 

No  quality  is  of  more  importance  to  tho 
medical  witness  than  presence  of  mind.  It 
is,  also,  of  the  first  importance  to  have  no 
dread  of  being  called  upon  to  give  medical 
evidence  ;  for  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  individual  who  feels  that  his  appearance 
in  the  witness  box  is  a  formidable  under- 
taking, will  seldom  do  justice  either  to  him- 
self or  to  the  profession.  It  has  been  re- 
marked that  ignorance  is  the  parent  of 
this  dread  ;  and,  assuredly,  a  well-informed 
medical  witness  has  nothing  to  fear,  if  ha 
he  preserve  his  presence  of  mind,  if  he  give 
short  and  prompt  replies  to  the  questions 
put  to  him,  and  if  he  bestow  that  attention 
which  will  enable  him  to  understand  clearly 
the  nature  of  the  questions  before  he  makes 
his  replies.  It  may  be  supposed  that  this 
promptness  is  not  easily  acquired  where  bo 
many  things  occur  to  derange  the  memory  ; 
but,  except  in  the  coroner's  court,  no  wit- 
ness is  called  into  court  without  having 
time  allowed  him  to  refresh  his  memory, 
and  to  come  forward  in  a  state  of  prepar- 
ation. 

It  has  been  remarked  by  Jeremy  Ben- 
tham,  that  promptitude  of  reply  affijrds,  in 
fact,  a  very  great  security  against  prevari- 
cation, or  falsehood,  inasmuch   as  memory 
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invention  ;  but  that 


is  more  prompt  tban 

acute  vriter  admits  that  although  this  is 
true  in  part,  yet  that  when  memory  is 
struggling  with  distance  of  time,  and  try- 
ing to  disentangle  complicated  facts,  it  hes- 
itates at  every  step  ;  the  more  it  labors  to 
bo  accurate,  the  slower  is  its  pace.  "  In- 
vention," he  says,  "  can  proceed  more 
rapidly."  But  when  the  delay  to  answer 
is  long,  this  silence  always  turns  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  person  examined. — 
Thence  the  great  necessity  of  promptness 
and  presence  of  mind. 

In  extreme  cases,  when  a  person  believes 
that  he  is  dying,  confessions  arc  sometimes 
made  to  medical  men.  Thence  the  youn^' 
practitioner  should  be  advised  of  the  cir- 
oumstanoes  under  which  such  confcssioas 
can  be  received  as  evidence.  The  rules  to 
be  observed  in  such  cases  are  clear,  and 
should  always  be  kept  in  recollection.  In 
the  first  place,  no  improper  interference 
should  b3  exerted  to  induce  a  confession, 
for,  if  it  can  be  proved  that  either  promise 
or  threat  has  been  held  out,  the  confession 
cannot  be  received  ;  but  is  still  undecided 
whether  this  rule  is  strictly  referable  to  in- 
ducements held  out  by  medical  men,  who 
arc  considered  as  unauthorised  persons. — 
In  the  second  place,  if  a  throat  or  a  prom- 
ise be  made  by  a  magistrate,  a  constable, 
or  the  prosecutor,  to  obtain  the  confession, 
it  cannot  be  received  ;  but  if  an  admonition 
come  from  a  medical  man,  although  in  the 
presence  of  a  constable,  to  whom  the  con- 
fession shall  afterwards  be  made,  then  it  is 
admissible..  The  same  rule  holds  in  re- 
gard to  a  confession  made  to  a  medical  man 
who  has  persuaded  the  prisoner  to  make  it, 
because  it  would  be  better  for  him, — unless 
the  surgeon  has  been  called  in  on  the  ooca- 
Bion,  in  which  case  he  is  regarded  as  cloth- 
ed with  a  sort  of  official  capacity. 

In  the  case  of  a  woman  named  Gibbons, 
who  was  tried  for  the  murder  cf  her  bas- 
tard child,  Mr.  Cozeus,  a  surgeon,  received 
the  confession  of  the  culprit  whilst  he  was 
attending  her  in  the  capacity  of  a  surgeon. 
The  admis.sibilty  of  this  confession  was  ob- 
jected to  by  counsel,  because  a  woman  who 
was  present  had  induced  the  prisoner  to 
make  the  confession.  Mr.  Justice  Park 
and  Baron  Hullock  overraled  the  objection, 
because  Mr.  Cozens,  to  whom  the  confess- 
ion was  made,  had  not  induced  the  woman 
to  confess,  nor  had  he  held  out  any  promise 
or  threat,  and,  therefore,  the  confession 
was  regarded  as  a  free  and  voluntary  one. 
The  inducement  of  the  stranger  W3s  nci; 
jf  i'ardod  of  any  itorr-eat      It  docs  Eot   ap- 


pear, in  this  ease,  whether  the  judge  wotil^ 
have  held  the  confession  admiss-ible,  if  Mr^ 
Cozens  had  induced  the  woman  to  confess, 
although  it  is  probable  that  they  inferred 
it,  as  the  judges  began  the  statement  'of 
their  opinion,  b}'  saying  "  That  as  no  ia- 
ducement  had  been  held  out  by  Ivlr.  Cozensfy 
to  whom  the  confession  was  made,"  &c. — 
On  this  ground,  I  think  that  I  am  right  in 
recommending  you  not  to  use  any  means 
to  induce  a  suspected  person,  who  may 
wish  to  unburthen  his  mind  to  you,  to  do 
so.  Receive  what  is  said  without  comment; 
and,  as  soon  as  posssble,  commit  it  to 
writing.  It  is,  indeed,  advisable,  to  com- 
mit the  confession  to  paper,  whilst  the  per- 
son is  making  it ;  and  in  doing  so,  it  ia 
also  of  the  utmost  iraportanoe  that  tho 
most  scrupulous  attention  be  paid  to  tho 
minutest  details  ;  and  as  nearly  as  can  bo 
done,  they  should  be  recorded  in  the  very 
woi'ds  of  the  confessing  person.  If  the 
confession  be  taken  down  in  writing  at  the 
time,  it  should  be  read  over  to  the  prison- 
er, and  signed  both  by  liim  and  the  sur- 
geon, actinji'  oSciallv,  although,  should  the 
prisoner  refuse  to  sign  it,  the  written  doc- 
ument is  still  admissible  as  evidence,  by 
the  prisoner's  acknowledgment  of  the  truth 
of  its  contents.  But  if  such  an  admission 
is  not  made,  and  the  prisoner  has  refused 
to  sign  the  confession  after  it  has  been  read 
over  to  him,  then  it  cannot  be  received  in 
evidence.  The  v/ritiag.  also,  must  be  prov- 
ed by  some  person  who  heard  the  prisoner 
confess.  Hasty  confessions,  made  to  per- 
sons having  no  authority,  according  to 
Judtre  Foster,  are  the  weakest  and  meet 
suspicious  of  all  evidence. 

As  historical  facts,  it  is  cui-ious  to  traca 
the  singular  confessions  which  have  been 
made  even  in  our  times.  Persons  have 
confessed  to  murders  which  were  never 
committed  ;  forgeries  have  been  confessed 
to  by  people  who  could  scarcely  writo 
their  names  ;  and  statements  of  the  most 
incredible  events,  perfectly  incompatible 
with  the  laws  of  nature,  have  entered  into 
the  confession  of  persons  accused  of  witch- 
craft.in  former  times.  It  is  indeed,  melan- 
choly to  reflect  that  penal  statutes  were 
founded  upon  such  confessions,  and  that 
legal  murders  were  perpetrated  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  poor  wretches  who  made  the 
confessions.  Nevertheless,  such  events, 
equally  disgraceful  to  the  humanity  and  to 
the  common  sense  of  the  country,  were 
frequently  occurring  for  nearly  a  cou- 
ple of  centuries.  Indeed,  it  i&  only 
since    the  reign    of  George  II.  that  witch- 
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criiffc   has  ceased  to  be  a  capital  offence,  ways  been  received  aS  evidence  ;  but  it  must 
]f  insanity  be  not  at  tlio  bottom  of  some  be  proved  that  the  declaration  was  made  un- 


oonf'Sssious  vrhich  are  made  on  sick  beds, 
even  at  the  present  day,  it  is  not  easy 
to  trace  them  to  any  motive.  Some  of 
these  I  have  witnessed  in  the  course  of  my 
professional  life  ;  and  although  I  could  gen- 
erally refer  them  to  some  taint  of  insanity 


der  a  perfect  consciousness  of  danger,  and 
that  all  hope  of  recovery  had  been  given  up. 
It  is  not  essential,  however  that  the  deceas- 
ed should  express  his  sense  or  apprehension 
of  his  approaching  death  ;  but  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  impending  death  may  have  been 


in   the  individuals,    yet   they    made  upon;  inferred  from  the  espressions  of  the  deceas 


others  an  im-pressioa  which  might  have 
been  productive  of  the  most  melancholy 
results,  had  the  individuals  who  made  them 
unfortunately  recovered. 

Medical  meu'aro  frequently  called  upon 
to  receive  the  declarations  of  persons  who 
received  some  mortal  injury,  and  their  dec 


ed,  or  from  the  knowledge  of  a  medical  man, 
who  receives  it,  of  the  nature  of  the  case. 
The  fact  of  such  an  apprehension  on  the  in- 
dividual who  made  the  declaration,  is  a  ques- 
tion  to  be  decided  by  the  Judge,  from  the 
testimony  of  those  who  received  it,  before 
such  a  declaration  can  bs  admitted  as  ovi- 


larations,   although  they   area   species  of  dence.     Now,  it  is  more  likely  that  dying 
hearsay  evidence,  yet  are  constantly  admit 
ted  as   evidence  in  criminal  prosecutions, 
when  the    charge  against  a   prisoner  arises 
out  of  the  death  of  the  person   who  made 
the   declaration.      Such   declarations  are, 
indeed,  considered  so  important,  that  when 
a  wife  who  is  suppo,32d  to   have  been  mur- 
dered by  her  husband,  makes  a  dying   dec- 
laration^ either   criminating   the  husband, 
or  relieving  him  of  the  charge,  it  is  admit- 
ted   as    evidence.      The    court,    however, 
must  be  satisfied  that  the  party  who  made 
the    declaraction  was  really  under  the  im- 
pression  of  approaching  death.     The  re- 
ception  of  such  declarations  as  evidence  is 
founded  "  partly  on  the  awful  situation  of 
the  dying  person,  which  is    supposed  to  be 
as  powerful  over  his  conscience  as  the  ob- 
ligation of  any  oath,  and  partly  on  the  sup- 
position of  the  absence  of  interest  when  a 
person  is  on  the  verge  of  eternity."*     In- 
deed, when  we    reflect  upon   the    situation 
in  which  the  individual  making  the  declara- 
tion is  placed,  the  probability  immediately 
strikes  ue,  that  truth  only  would  be  spoken 
under    such    circumstances.      In    another 
point  of  view,  also,  it  is   not  likely  that  a 
person    making  a  dying  declaraction  will  be 
under  the  influence  of  iiuman  passions.     I 
cannot  avoid  quoting  a  passage  from  our 
immortal  dramatist,  which  beautifully  illus- 
trates this  condition  of  mind.     In  the  last 
act  of  King  John,  Melun,  who  is  mortally 
wounded,  thus  expresses  himself: — 


'•  Have  I  not  hideous  death  within  my  vle\7, 
Retaining  but  a  quantity  of  life,  ,  '".» 

Which  bleeds  away,  ev'n  as  a  Sann  of  wnx 
ReacWetli  from  its  figure  'gainst  t^is  fire? 
Wtiatin  the  world  should  make  mo  now  deceive, 
Slncel  must  lose  the  use  of  all  deceit? 
Why  should  I  then  be  false,  since  it  is  'rue 
That  I  aiust  die  here,  and  live  hcnee  by  truth  ? 

Dying   declarations,    therefore,  have  al- 
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declarations  should  be  made  to  medical  men 
than  to  others,  because  the  consciousness  of 
the  n.oar  approach  of  death  is  most  likely  to 
be  impressed  on  the  patient  from  whatr  a 
surgeon  may  say,  in  reply  to  the  enquiries 
of  a  wounded  man,  even  more  that  from  any 
feeling  in  the  individual  man  himself. 

These  dying  declarations  impose  great  re- 
sponsibility on  the  medical  man  vih.Q  proves 
them.  In  detailing  a  dying  declaration,  it 
is  necessary  to  preface  the  statement  by  an 
accurate  account  of  the  condition  of  the  pa- 
tient at  the  time  when  the  declaration  was 
made,  so  that  there  maybe  positive  proof  as 
to  the  fitness  of  the  deceased  for  making  it, 
without  which  it  cannot  be  received  as  evi- 
dence. The  term  "fitness,"  here,  does  not 
refer  solely  to  the  bodily  condition  of  the 
deponent ;  for  the  parties  against  whom  the 
declarations  are  made,  may  object  to  them, 
by  proving  that  the  state  of  mind  and  the 
behavior  of  the  deponent,  in  his  last  mo- 
ments, were  such  as  to  lead  to  the  inference, 
that,  being  not  duly  impressed  by  a  religious 
sense  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  he  al- 
lowed m.alice  to  influence  his  mind  in  mak- 
ing the  declaration,  which  would,  of  course, 
at  once  invalidate  it  as  evidence.  The  ex- 
act words  employed  by  (he  deceased  should 
be  given  ;  and,  as  I  have  already  said,  when 
there  is  time  for  it,  the  deposition  should  be 
taken  down  on  paper,  and  read  over,  and 
signed  by  the  dj'ing  man.  But,  if  this  has 
not  been  done,  owing  to  the  rapid  death  of 
the  deponent,  a  memorandum  of  the  con- 
versation should  be  made  by  the  surgeon, 
whilst  it  is  yet  fresh  in  his  memory  :  and 
this  statement  is  allowed  to  be  referred  to 
in  giving  testimony  in  court. 

In  receiving  dying  declarations,  the  med- 
ical man  should  always  recollect  that  they 
must  be  voluntary  ;  nothing  should  be  sug> 
gestod,.  nothing  like  lesiding  questinns  at- 
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tempted  ;  nor  anything  brought  forward  that 
can  tend  to  foster  the  smallest  degree  of  re- 
sentment, or  improper  feeling,  in  the  bosom 
of  the  dying  man ;  for,  extraordinary  as  it 
may  appear,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that  our 
passions  often  are  the  last  to  quit  their  hold, 
even  when  the  grave  is  yawning  to  receive 
us.     Neither  ought  the  medical  man  in  such 
cases,  to  conceal  from  the  dying  man  the 
danger  of  his  situation  ;  for  if  the  smallest 
ray  of  hope  be  let  in,  the  declaration,  which 
would  otherwise  be  valid  evidence,  becomes 
valueless.     It  is  nevertheless  true,   that  if 
no  opinion  be  delivered  by  the  surgeon,  al- 
though the  dying  individual  have  given  no 
satisfactory  information  respecting  his  own 
feelings  with  regard  to  his  death,  the  declar- 
ation is  good  in  evidence.     In  a  case  of  this 
kind,  in  which  a  woman  was  the  murdered 
person,  (^reported  in  Leach's  Crown  Law, 
vol.  1  p.  500,)  Baron  Eyre  thus  expressed 
his  opinion — "  Inasmuch  as  she    was  mor- 
tally wounded,  and  was  in  a  condition  which 
rendered  almost  immediate  death  inevitable, 
as  she  was  thought,  by  every  one  about  her, 
to  be  dying,  though  it  was  difficult  to  get 
from  lier  partidular  explanations  as  to  what 
she  thought  of  herself  and   her  situation  ; 
declarations  made  under  these  circumstan- 
ces ought  to  be  considered  by  the  jury  as 
being  made  under  the  impression  of  her  ap- 
proaching dissolution  ;  for,  resigned  as  she 
appeared  to  be,  she  must  have  felt  the  hand 
of  death,  and  must  have  considered  herself 
a  dying  woman.     She  continued  to  repeat, 
rationally  and  uniformly,  the  facts  which  she 
had  disclosed  from  the  moment  her  senses 
returned,  until  her  tongue  was  no  longer 
capable  of  performing  its  office.     Declara- 
tions so  made  are  certainly  entitled  to  credit; 
they  ought  therefore  to  be  received  as  evi- 
dence." Other  cases  may  be  found  in  Easfs 
Crown  Law,  and  in  similar  works,  in  which 
this  opinion  was  acted  upon  :  the  conscious- 
ness of  danger,  as  I  have  already  said,  need 
not  be  expressed,  it  may  be  inferred  from 
the  nature  of  the  wound,  and  other  circum- 
stances. 

The  most  difficult  part  which  a  medical 
man  has  to  perform  in  such  cases,  is  in  re- 
ceiving the  decraration  where  suicide  is  sus- 
pected. In  no  case  is  more  discrimination 
and  discretion  required ;  the  suicide  must 
be  be  led  to  disburthen  his  mind,  he  must 
not  be  driven  to  it  by  questions,  which  are, 
too  often,  apt  to  rankle  in  the  mind  of  the 
delinquent,  who  consequently  becomes  silent 
and  morose,  instead  of  making  a  confident 
of  his  medical  attendant. 

In  all   cases  of  death  bod   declarations, 


nothing  is  so  important  as  to  examijie  close- 
ly the  history  of  events  prior  to  the  fatal  is- 
sue ;  these  often  throw  more  light  upon  the 
transaction  than  anything  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  event  itself. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  following  are  the 
rules  that  ought  to  guide  the  medical  prac- 
titioner in  receiving  dying  declarations  : 

1.  The  deponent  should  be  conscious  of 
his  danger,  and  have  given  up  all  hope  of 
recovery. 

2.  The  declarations  should  be  perfectly 
voluntary. 

3.  Notes  should  be  taken  at  the  moment, 
and  these  should  be  read  over,  and,  if  pos- 
sible, signed  by  the  deponent. 

4.  If  any  notes  of  the  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  declaration  are  intended  to 
be  used  in  court  to  refresh  the  memory,  they 
must  be  original  notes  ;  copies  are  not  ad- 
missible. 

5.  It  must  be  clear  that  the  deceased  was 
of  a  character  to  be  impressed  by  a  religious 
sense  of  his  approaching  death. 

I  will  now.  Gentlemen,  endeavour  to  il- 
lustrate these  doctrines  by  a  few  cases. 

In  1772,  two  men,  of  the  names  of  Hugh 
Reason  and  Robert  Tranter,  were  tried  for 
the  murder  of  Edward  Lutterell,  Esq.  The 
prisoners,  who  were  bailiffs,  called  upon  Mr. 
Lutterell,  to  serve  upon  him  a  warrant  of 
arrest  for  ton  pounds,  when  Mr.  Lutterell, 
having  had  some  words  with  the  officers, 
went  up  to  another  room  in  his  house,  and 
brought  down  a  brace  of  pistols,  which  he 
laid  upon  the  table,  without,  as  it  appeared, 
having  any  design  of  using  them  offensively. 
The  dispute,  however,  with  the  officers  con- 
tinuining,  Mr.  Lutterell  struck  one  of  them 
on  the  head  with  a  slick,  when  both  of  them 
fell  upon  him,  stabbed  him  with  a  sword  in 
many  places,  and  afterwards  fired  two  balls 
into  his  body.  Now,  the  principal  evidence 
in  this  case  was  the  dying  declaration  of 
Mr.  Lutterell,  who  made  three  declarations, 
at  three  distinct  periods,  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  with  the  interval  of  an  hour  between 
each  of  them.  The  first  declaration  was  not 
taken  down  in  writing,  but  the  second  was 
reduced  to  writing  by  a  clergyman,  in  the 
presence  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  ;  the 
third  was  again  heard  by  the.  clergyman, 
but  not  committed  to  paper.  The  written 
deposition  was  not  signed,  because,  before 
they  could  perfect  the  examination,  Mr. 
Lutterell  fainted,  and  this  paper  was,  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  carried  off  by  one  of 
the  magistrates,  and  was  not  produced  on 
the  trial ;  and  a  copy,  which  was  kept  by 
the  clergyman,  could  not  be  admitted  as  ev- 
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idence,  although  the  oral  testimony  of  the 
clergyman  was  received. 

The  clergyman  deposed,  that  at  each  of 
the  times  he  was  with  Mr.  Lutterell,  that 
gentleman  declared  that  he  had  been  bar- 
harously  murdered.  The  conduct  of  Mr. 
Peters,  the  clergyman,  seems  to  have  been 
extremely  discreet.  "  I  desired  him,"  said 
he,  "  to  consider  that,  as  a  dying  man, 
great  weight  would  be  laid  on  his  words, 
therefore  if  he  said  any  thing  not  strictly 
true,  he  might  involve  innocent  people  in 
the  guilt  and  the  punnishment ;  therefore  I 
desire  him  to  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart 
and  consider."* 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Pe- 
ters, as  evidence  in  this  case  :  "He  (Mr. 
Lutterell)  told  me,"  said  Mr.  Peters,  "  as 
a  dying  man,  as  he  expected  to  be  tried  for 
this  very  fact  at  the  bar  of  Heaven,  as  well 
as  the  person  who  had  injured  him,  he  assur- 
ed me  he  was  murdered  in  a  barbarous  man- 
ner. Afterwards  came  in  one  Church,  a 
bailiff,  in  the  same  street,  and  desired  me  to 
put  it  home  to  him  ;  I  did,  upon  which  he 
made  me  the  same  answer,  that  he  was  bar- 
barously murdered.  He  wanted  spirits,  or 
would  have  expressed  himself  more  fully  ; 
on  this  I  prayed  by  him,  and  when  I  had 
done  I  took  my  leave  of  him.  In  about  an 
hour  afterwards  I  was  again  sent  for  ;  when 
I  came  there,  I  met  Mr.  Vernon  and  Mr. 
Haynes,  justices  of  the  peace  ;  one  of  the 
justices  gave  Mr.  Lutterell  his  oath,  and, 
there  being  no  clerk  there,  desired  me  to 
take  his  words  in  writing,  which  I  did.  The 
words  were  these  : — '  The  bailiffs  took  the 
pistols  from  my  table;  they  fired  them  twice; 
the  fat  man  drew  his  sword,  and  then  run 
me  into  the  body  with  his  sword  ;  and  then 
drew  my  sword,  which  I  broke  in  his  hand, 
and  begged  for  life  ;  I  neither  fired  a  pistol 
or  made  one  push;  they  both  run  me  through; 
I  offered  to  pay  them  the  money.'  I  think 
these  are  the  very  words  he  said.  After 
this  I  prayed  by  him  again,  and  still  desir- 
ed that  he  would  not  lay  anything  to  the 
charge  of  people  that  were  not  guilty.  1 
left  him  then,  and  came  again  a  third  time; 
and,  as  I  was  praying  by  him,  he  interrupted 
me,  and  asked  me  if  it  was  not  proper  to 
receive  the  holy  sacrament,  which  he  was 
desirous  to  do.  Tasked  him  if  he  had  ever 
received  the  sacrament;  he  told  me  he  had; 
I  desired  him  to  consider,  and  to  assist  him, 
I  put  him  in  a  method  ;  I  told  him  one  thing 
which  was  uccesary,  and  which  perhaps  he 
might  come  into  with  reluctance,  and  that 
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was  charity  and  forgiveness  of  his  enemies. 
I  told  him  he  had  been  hardly  dealt  with,  I 
believed,  yet  it  did  behove  him,  as  he  died 
a  Christian,  to  forgive  them  ;  he  told  me  he 
did  forgive,  and  hoped  Almighty  God,  at 
the  last  day,  would  forgive  their  indiscre- 
tion. He  died  some  time  afterwards,  but 
then  in  so  dosing  a  condition,  that  1  could 
not  attend  him  to  any  purpose." 

"  Mr.  Hungerford.  Did  he  say  anything 
about  who  fired  the  pistol .' 

"  Peters.  I  mentioned  it  to  him,  when  I 
asked  him  if  he  had  fired  either  of  the  pis- 
tols ;  I  told  him  one  of  the  bailiffs  was 
wounded,  and  that  there  were  two  balls  ta- 
ken from  his  hand  ;  he  assured  me,  as  a  dy. 
ing  man,  that  he  fired  neither  of  the  pistols. 

"  Reason.  Did  not  he  confess  that  he  had 
broke  one  of  their  heads  .'' 

"Peters.  No,  he  did  not  say  he  broke 
one^of  their  heads,  nor  any  thing  like  it  ;  so 
far  from  that,  he  said  he  did  not  design  to 
hurt  a  hair  of  their  heads." 

In  this  instance  the  copy  of  the  written 
examination  was  altogether  set  aside,  and 
only  what  was  said  in  the  first  and  last  in- 
terview of  the  clergyman  with  the  dying 
man,  was  admitted.  The  written  examin- 
ation was  set  aside  merely  because  it  was 
not  the  original  paper. 

The  great  importance  of  reducing  dying 
declarations  to  writing  is  also  pointed  out 
in  the  charge  of  the  Chief-Justice.  "  Mr. 
Peters,"  says  he,  "  is  a  very  worthy 
person,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt ;  but 
he  swears  upon  his  memory  ;  and  when 
a  man  swears  upon  his  memory  he  may 
mistake,  and  the  mistake  of  a  few  words 
may  alter  the  sense."  The  Judge,  in  fur- 
ther commenting  on  the  improper  conduct 
of  the  magistrates  in  carrying  off  the  writ- 
ten examination,  says,  "  The  prosecutor 
has  not  produced  the  evidence  that  is  prop- 
er, and  only  relies  on  the  memory  of  the 
witnesses,  and  this  seems  to  affect  the  evi- 
dence that  is  given  by  Mr.  Peters."  This 
is  sufficient  to  show  the  importance  of  u>rt<- 
ten  testimony  in  such  eases,  for  although 
Mr.  Peters'  testimony  was  received,  yet  it 
was  weakened  for  want  of  the  written  ex- 
amination. If  there  be  no  time  to  write 
down  what  the  dying  man  says,  the  matter 
of  the  conversation  should  be  committed  to 
writing  as  soon  afterwards  as  possible,  and 
such  memoranda  are  permitted  to  be  read 
in  court  to  refresh  the  memory  of  a  wit- 
ness. 

Concerning  the  inadmissibility  as  evi- 
dence of  dying  declarations  under  the 
Scotch  law,  the  followiug  passage  occurs  in 
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Mr.  Hume's  "Commentaries,"  respecting  deceased  in  her  illness  had  given  them  of 
trials  for  crimes  (vol.  ii.,  p.  227,  etseq.): —  the  violent  and  sudden  manner  in  which  she 
"  In  cases  of  murder,  our  judges  have  ^vas  taken  ill,  of  the  panel  having  prepared 
always  admitted  evidence  of  the  dying  de-|  breakfast  for  her,  of  the  various  shifts  and 
claration  of  the  deceased,  even  though  devices  which  she  used  to  avoid  detection, 
purely  verbal,  and  still  more  if  reduced  — in  short,  of  her  whole  grounds  of  belief 
into  writing  by  any  creditable  person,  with  that  the  panel  had  been  the  cause  of  her 
respect  to  the  manner  and  guilt  of  his  death,  death.  There  is  another  ease  of  murder 
Justly  considering  such  material  testimony,  by  poison,  August  9  and  12,  1755, — that  of 
given  on  so  trying  an  occasion,  as  of  some  Andrew  Wilson.who  was  tried  for  poisoning 
weight  in  the  scale  of  evidence  and  sound  his  wife  ;  and  there  the  libel  bears  the 
reason,  as  a  circumstance  and  presumption  same  impeachment  of  the  panel  by  the  de- 
of  guilt,  though  not  to  be  received  as  of;  ceased  on  her  death-bed,  thus : — "  And, 
equal  value  with  aii  oath  emitted  before  the  likewise,  your  said  wife,  during  her  said 
assize."  This  doctrine  has  the  sanction  of,  last  illness,  did,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
many  precedents  in  various  forms.  In  the  of  several  persons,  express  strong  suspi- 
case  of  William  Ross,  February  16,  1719,!eions  of  your  having  poisoned  her  with  the 
the  interlocutor  sustains  this  among  other  said  drink."  Last  of  all,  I  may  appeal  to 
articles  of  presumption  against  the  panel :;  the  noted  trial  of 'jMungo  Campbell,  Febru- 
"  And  upon  carrying  the  panel  to  the  de-'ary  26,  1760,  where  Mr.  Moore,  who  at- 
funct's  house,  he,  the  said  defunct,  when  on.  tended  Lord  Eglintoun  on  his  deathbed, 
his  death-bed,  upon  seeing  the  said  panel,  gave  evidence  of  his  dying  declaration,  with 
did  declare  that  he,  the  said  panel,  was  the! respect  to  the  occasion  of  his  receiving  the 
person  who  gave  him  the  wound."     The; mortal  wound. 

libel  against  George  Donald,  August  4  and  I  Dying  declarations  are  also  brought  for- 
11,  1730,  relates,  "  At  least,  a"t  the  time  I  ward  in  favor  of  the  accused,  and  in  such 
and  place  aforesaid,  the  deceased,  Robert;  cases  are  sulject  to  the  same  rules.  Thus, 
Stewart,  received  a  wound  in  the  belly,  of  in  the  trial  of  a  soldier  of  the  name  of  Hale, 


who  shot  his  comrade,  the  accused  was  ac- 
quitted on  the  dying  declaration  of  the  man 
who  was  shot.  He  deposed,  "  That  he  ve- 
rily believed  that  Samuel  Hale  knew  n(#that 
the  piece  was  loaded,  and  that  he  freely 
forgave  him  ;  and  he  stretched  forth  his 
hand  and  kissed  him,  and  said  that  he  be- 
lieved he  meant  him  no  harm,  and  that  the 
ccidental.     Hale  was  acquitted. 


thing  wp.s 


which,  in  a  short  space,  he  died ,  and  upon 
the  noise  made  by  the  firing  of  the  pistol, 
one  of  the  neighbors,  running  immediately 
into  the  said  house,  saw  him,  the  said 
George  Donald,  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand, 
which  was  smoking,  and  fire  upon  the 
breast  of  the  said  Robert  Stewart's,  clothes, 
and  having  opened  them,  saw  one  wound 
bleeding,  and  heard  the  said  Robert  Stew- 
art say,  that  he,  the  said  George  Donald, 
had  shot  him."  Testimony  was  given  ro 
this  material  circumstance,  notwithstanding 
the  opposition  made  to  it  by  the  panel. — 
Indead,  in  such  cases,  the  dying  declara- 
tion, is  properly  a  part  of  the  fact  or  story.  Ccncluded. 
The  indictment  of  Norman  Ross,  makes  the  Mrs.  Mary  Lyiics — I  reside  at  No  4,  Lit- 
like  charge  in  these  words : — "  And  she  tic  Marylebone-street.  I  have  known  the 
being  yet  able  to  speak,  declared  to  the  prisoner  and  his  wife  for  two  or  three  years, 
persons  present  that  he  (Norman  Ross)  1  and  they  had  been  married  about  a  year 
was  the  person  who  had  done  that  bloody  i  and  eleven  months.  The  deceased  lodged 
deed,  and  directed  them  to  look  for  the  in  my  house  and  had  one  child.  On  Satur- 
knife,  which   was  accordingly    done,    and  day,  the  30th  of  Islarch  last,  I  saw  the  pris- 
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found  behind  the  bedstead,  smeared  with 
blood."  And  these  things  went  proof 
without  objection.  The  like  was  allowed 
in  the  trial  of  Nicholas  Cockburn,  August 
12,  1754,  for  poisoning  his  grandmother. — 


oner  in  Little  Marylebone-street,  when  he 
said  to  me,  '•'  I  think  she  is  cuttin'^,  for  she 
nas  not  been  to  see  me  this  mornins."  I 
told  him  that  she  had  gone  out  to  work. — 
I  did  not  see  any  thing  more  of  the  prison- 


A  surgeon  vvho  attended  the  deceased,  and!  er  until  about  twenty  minutes  berore  seven 
Mr.  L'undas,  of  Armston,  (afterwards  Lord  i  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  deceased  was 
President  of  the  Court  of  Session,)  whcf  hadlat  that  time  in  her  room  with  her  baby  and 
acted  as  justice  of  peace  on  the  occasion, :  a  Utile  girl  of  the  name  of  Sarah  Sinipson. 
iJeponcd  at  large  to  the  account  which  the ;  The  prisoner  came  in  and  asked  if  hi3"Mi.s- 
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said  at  the  workhousG,  "  Ah,  that  cursed 
handkerchief;  if  it  had  not  been  for  that  I 
should  have  finished  myself."  He  then  said, 
"  If  I  was  dead  I  should  be  as  happy  as  she 


IS. 


51 
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6US'  was  up  slairs.  I  told  him  she  was,  and  j  throat ;  it  was  ocly  a  small  flesh  cut.  He 
asked  him  to  wait  until  I  had  dried  the 
stairs  before  he  went  up.  He  did  so.  1  heard 
the  deceased  singing.  I  did  not  remark  any- 
thing particularly  in  the  appearance  of  the 
prisoner.  Immediately  after  the  prisoner 
entered  the  deceased's  room  the  singing 
ceased,  and  I  heard  the  little  girl  scream 

out,  "  Mother  !  mother  !"  I  rushed  upjin  question  I  was  called  to  see  the  deceased 
stairs,  and  on  entering  the  room  I  saw  the '  in  Little  Marylcbone-street  ;  she  was  lying 
prisoner  standing  against  the  chest  of  draw- 1  dead  on  the  floor.  I  found  a  wound  extend- 
ers and  wiping  a  razor  ;  the  deceased  was  ing  from  the  left  jaw,  dividing  the  Icftjugu- 
lying  in  a  reclining  position  by  the  side  ofilar  vein  and  the  left  carotid  artery,  through 
the  wainscoting,  and  blood  was  flowing  from  j  the  windpipe,  and  also  the  right  jugular  vein 


Joseph— 1  am  a  surgeon  residing  in 
On  the  evening: 


Great  Marylcbone-street. 


her  throat ;  she  was  apparently  in  a  dying 
state.  I  took  the  prisoner  by  the  shoulders, 
and  asked  him  how  he  dared  use  his  wife  in 
that  way  ?  He  made  no  answer  at  first,  but 
at  length  said,  that  "  If  one  man  was  not  e- 
nough  for  her, twenty  were  to.much  for  her." 
He  then  walked  quickly  down  stairs.  I  ran 
after  him,  and  took  him  by  the  hand  and 
said,  "  Oh,  Crouch  how  could  you  do  it .?" 
1  gave  an  alarm,  and  the  prisoner  was  short 
ly  afterwards  secured  and  brought  back  to 
my  house  in  custody.  When  he  saw  me, 
he  asked  me  if  she  was  dead  .?  I  answered, 
"  Yes,  she  is,  you  villain."  He  then  said", 
"Well,,  well,  I  have  done  it,  and  I  could 
not  help  it."  The  prisoner  was  then  asked 
what  he  had  done  with  the  razor,  and  he 
said  that  he  had  thrown  it  away.  It  was 
afterwards  found  in  his  pocket.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  very  moral  and  well-conducted 
young  woman.  1  did  not  hear  either  the 
prisoner  or  the  deceased  say  anything  be- 
fore the  little  girl  cried  out. 

Charles  Bennett,  a  police-constable — On 
the  evening  of  Saturday,  the  30th  of  last 
March,  I  was  on  duty,  and  went  into  Little 
Marylebone-strcet,  to  the  the  corner  of 
Chesterfield  street.  From  information  I 
received  I  took  the  prisoner  into  custody. — 
When  I  took  him  by  the  collar,  he  said  if  I 
would  let  him  alone  he  would  go  quietly. — 
On  the  road  he  said.  "  Ah,  well,  it  serves 
her  right ;  she  should  not  have  left  7/ie." — 
I  took  him  to  the  room  where  the  body  was 
lying  at  full  length  on  the  floor.  1  then 
asked  for  the  instrument,  and  was  told  he 
had  it  about  him.  I  then  asked  the  prison- 
er where  it  was,  and  he  said  he  had  thrown 
it  away.  I  afterwards,  on  searching  him, 
found  the  razor  in  his  coat  pocket.  On  the 
road  to  the  station-house  he  said,  "Ah  !  well, 
I  don't  care  nothing  about  it ;  you  may  hang 

me  and  be  d d."     He  soon  afterwards 

Raid,  "  Ah  !  that  cursed  drink  ;  it  is  the 
Devil."  On  taking  off  his  neckcloth  at  the 
:-taiion  h'juse  1  discuvcrtd  a  wound  in  hi? 


and  carotid  artery,  down  lo  the  spine.  The 
wound  on  the  prisoner's  neck  was  quite  a 
superficial  one,  not  in  the  least  dangerous. 
He  was  in  a  state  of  stupor.  It  was  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  he  had  been  taken 
to  the  station  house  that  I  saw  him. 

Mr.  Baron  Alderson — Was  he  at  that 
lime  capable  of  understanding  anything  you 
might  say  to  him  } 

Witness — He  rapidly  got  out  of  the  stu- 
por and  talked.  I  then  asked  him  how  he 
was  }  He  was  crying  very  much,  and  said 
he  wished  he  was  dead.  He  also  asked  to 
see  his  child. 

From  these   statements    it   appears  that 
Crot2ch  and  his  wife  were  living  unhappily 
together.     The  evidence,  however,  is  rather 
incomplete  in  this  respect.     No  witnesses 
were  called  to  ascertain  how  they  had  agreed 
during  the  first  period  of  their  marriage,  or 
how  long   dissension   had  existed   between 
them.     A  fortnight   before  the  crime   was 
committed  the  young  woman  left  her  husband 
and  took    separate  lodgings.     Crouch  was 
evidently  much  irritated  at  her  conduct,  and 
even  then  harboured  thoughts  of  revenge,  as 
is  proved  by  his  having  stated,  at  the  time, 
before  Mrs.  Raynes,  that  he    would    beat 
her  or  cut  her  throat.     He  also  repeatedly 
compJained  of  her  not  mending  his  things, 
and  by  what  he  said  to  the  constable  when 
arrested,  showed  that  he  had  been  jealous. 
From  the  statement  of  Mr.  Fisher,  it  ap- 
pears that  on  the  day  of  the  murder  Crouch 
took  a  pint  of  beer.    But  such  a  quantity  is 
not  enough  to  intoxicate  a  man  in  health,and 
there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence   to  show 
that  Crouch  had  become   more  liable  to  be 
affected  by   liquor   since  his  accident,  al- 
though several  of  the  witnesses — Mr.  Tuf- 
nell     anions    otjhers — stated   that   at    the 
time   of  the  injury  they  thought  it  likely 
that  he  would  be  so.     A  fortnight  after  the 
separation  he   again  expressed  feelings  of 
irritation  against  his  wife,  and  then  accom- 
plished   very    deliberately    his     previous 
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threat,  previously  takiug  the  pint  of  beer  knotty  point  of  criminalinsanity,  that  ever  j 
as  if  to  give  himself  courage  to  perform  the  'man  is  responsible  for  what  he  does  if  he 
deed.     After  murdering  his  Tvifebc  made  a  knows  at  the   time  of  perpetrating  the  act 


feeble  attempt   oa  his  own  life,  but    -vras 


the  difference  betTreen  right  and  -vrrong,  ^ve 
are  afraid  we  should  be  able  to  save  but  few 


foiled  by  his  neck-cloth.  At  fir^t  h?  ap 
peared  satisfied  to  have  gratified  his  angry 'even  really  insane  criminals  from  the  hands 
feelings,  and  said  that "  he  had  served  her  of  the  law.  The  Jiidgea  hare  not,  however, 
right."  Afterwards  his  affection  for  his '  shown  much  knowledge  of  the  pathology  of 
victim  rettrroed,  and  he  cried  bitterly,  insanity  in  coming  to  this  decision.  Thero 
calling  aloud  on  her  name.  Is  this  the  may  be  said  to  be  three  forms  of  homicidal 
conduct  of  a  madman  .'  ^  Is  it  not  rather  mania,  any  one  of  which  ought  to  exempt  a 
that  of  an  ordinary  criminal  ;  of  one  who  criminal  from  punishment.  Firstly,  a  de- 
allows  his  cvll^  passioiiS  to  gain  the  mastery  eided  maniac  may  take  a  hatred  against  a 
under  the  infiuence  of  person,  and  endeavor    to  murder    him. — 


over 


hf 
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anger,  revenge  and  Jealousy,  determining  to  Such  is  the  case  of  the  maniac  who  several 
put  an  end  to  the  life  of  the  one  who  causes  times  attempted  to  assassinate  Esquirol, 
bis  misery  and  his  own,  partly  executes  his  because  he  had  formerly  rejected  advances 
resolution,  although  perfectly  aware  that  |  which  she  made  to  him  when  laboring  under 
he  is  committing-a  great  criTne,and  although 'nympho-mania.  Secondly,  a  person  may 
evidently  able  to  control  the  manifestation  kill  another  or  others  under  the  influence  of 
©f  his  will  }  1  some  insane  delusion.     Such  has  proved  to 

There  certainly  cannot  be  said  to  be  any  be  the  case  of  the  father  in  Norfolk,  who 
evidence  of  insanity  in  the  act  itself,  foi-  recently  killed  his  fo^lr  children,  it  is  sup- 
•^hich,  as  we  have  shown,  the  edl  passions  posed  with  a  view  to  save  them  from  the 
of  the  culprit  sufficiently  account,  and  we  wickedness  of  the  world,  and  send  them  to 
do  not  think  that  his  previous  history  heaven.  Thirdly,  thero  is  the  monomania 
afforded  any  data  %vbich  warranted  his  being  tlescribed  by  Esquirol ;  the  meral  insanity 
made  irresponsible  fur  his  actions.  Blows,  of  Dr.  Pritchard,  which  consists  in  the 
falls,  organic  diseases  of  the  brain,  no  doubt  mere  wish  to  kill,  without  any  motive  what- 
frequently  modify  the  functions  of  that  or-  ever.  A  good  illustration  of  this  form  of 
gau,  and  sometimes  produce  real  insanity,  madnes.ss  is  presented  in  the  case  of  the 
In  the  latter  instance  humanity  and  justice  servant  girl.  Cornier,  who  sacrificed  the  in- 
both  demand  that  the  criminal,  who  is  fan t  child  of  a  neighbor,  merely  from  a 
merely  a  patient  in  delirium,  should  be  thirst  for  blood;  or  "in  that  of  PapaA'oine, 
exempted  from  the  rcsponsibilitj  of  his  who,  whilst  on  business  in  Paris,  went  to 
.actions.  But  in  the  former,  when  the  in- 1  the  wood  of  Vincennes  for  a  walk,  and 
tellec^t  is  only  slightly  modified,  we  arc  not  "murdered  two  children,  whom  he  met,  with 
of  opinion  that   the  same  immunity  should  a  penknife. 

be  claimed.  Owing  to  one  of  the  causes;  To  conclude,  we  think  that  the  verdict 
enumerated,  a  man  of  a  previous  calm  and .  of  the  Jury  in  the  case  of  Crouch,  was  per- 
mild  temper^,  may  become  peevish  and 'fectly  justified  by  the  facts  of  the  case  ;  his 
Irascible,  and  in  a  burst  of  passion  kill  a  crime  camo  under  none  of  the  above  caie- 
ferson  with  whom  he  was  in  dispute,  al- 1 gorics. 
though  perfectly  aware  of  the  nature  of  the! 
crime  he  commits.  Is  he,  then,  to  be  de-' 
declared  irresponsible  because  his  uasci- 
bility  of  temper  merely  dates  from  an 
illness  or  a  phy.sical  lesion,  whilst  an  equal- 
ly irascible  man,  but  one  who  is  so  from 
self-indulgence  or  from  education,  is  to  be! 

responsible.       We    think     the    distinction  i 
1 
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No.  2. 
Sir  ASTLEY  P ASTON  COOPER^  Baronet, 

Sergcant-Srrrgeon  to  George  the  Fom-fk. 
This   most  eminent  of  modern 


cannot  be   made,  because  in 


both  one  and  surgeons,  Avas  the  fourth  son  of  the  Rev. 


BritisB 
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the  other  cases  the  pas.-<ions  arc,  to  a  certain  Cooper,  D-  D.,  rector  of  Yelverton  and 
extent,  under  the  control  of  the  will ;  be-|  Morley,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  He  was 
cause  the  criminal  labors  under  no  delusion,  born  at  Brook,  Norfolk,  on  the  23d  day  of 
and  therefore  ought^  and  generally  crz;i,;  August,  17()S.  The  idea  of  entering  the 
control  his  evil  feelings.  If  he  does  not  he  |  medical  profession  is  said  to  have  first  sug- 
I'ecomea  justlj  amenable  to  the  law.  'gested  itself  to  his  mind  in  early  life,  upon 

If  we  were  to    say,  along  with   the  con-;  seeing  a  boy   suffering  from  severe  hem  or- 
clave    of  judges  who  lately   discussed  the  rhage  in  consequence  of  a  wound  of    the 
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femoral  artery.  He  immediately  applied 
his  kandkerchief  around  the  injured  limb, 
aad  so  skillfully  that  the  bleeding  was  in- 
stantly arrested.  At  tbe  age  of  15,  Astley 
was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Turner,  a  surgeon 
and  apothecary  cf  Yarmouth,  aad  in  17S4 
earae  to  Londoa  and  was  again  apprenticed 
to  his  uncle,  Mr.  W.  Ceoper.  At  his 
request,  he  was  afterwards  transferred  to 
Mr.  Cline,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  St, 
Thomas's  Hospital,  and  after  his  pupilage, 
and  a  trip  to  Edinburgh,  he  was  appointed 
Demonstrator  to  that  gentleman.  While 
performing  the  duties  of  this  office,  his 
assiduity  was  indefatigable.  "  I  have  of- 
ten," he  said,  "left  the  dissecting  table 
and  vomited  a  quantity  of  blood.  I  suffer- 
ed very  much  from  this  affection  while  a 
young  man,  and  attribute  it  chiefly  to  con- 
stant stooping  over  the   subject  in   demon-  Astley  Cooper  :  "  Imagine  to  yourselves  a 


He  died  the  12th  February  1841,  at  the 
of  73. 

Sir  Astley  always  said  he  would  "  die  in 
harness,"  aad  fulfilled  his  det^rmiHatioo, 
by  giving  his  advice  to  sick  strangers,  up 
to  the  very  last  day  of  h'lB  remaining  down 
stairs  (5th  Feb.^.  He  suffered  but  littlo, 
and  continued  sensible  of  his  condition,  and 
of  the  prescEce  of  his  friends  to  the  last, 
saying  to  those  around  him,  two  minutes 
before  he  died,  "  God  bless  you ;  good  bya 
to  you  all." 

He  amassed  a  vast  fortune  by  his  prac- 
tice ;  during  one  year  his  fees  aro  said  to 
have  amounted  to  $105,000,  and  for  a  eon- 
siderablo  number  of  years  he  was  in  the 
receipt  of  $75,000  per  annum.  Professor 
Gilson,  of  Philadelphia,  In  his  "  Rambles 
in    Europe,''^   in  iS39,  thus  portrays  Sir 


strating  or  dissecting." 

Mr.  Cooper  was  married  in  1791,  to  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  T.  Cook,  of  Tottenham. — 
In  1792  ho  visited  the  Hospitals  and 
schools  of  Paris,  where  he  made  the  inti- 
mate acquaintance  of  Dupuytren,  and 
received  the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor, 
at  the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  after- 
wards King  Louis  Philippe.  Shortly  after 
he  was  elected  an  honorary  member  ef  the 
National  Institute  of  France.  On  his 
return  ho   commenced  the  practice  of  hisltioa  of  the  appearance  of  Sir  Astley  Coop' 


tall,  elegantly  f&rmed  man,  moderately 
robust,  with  a  remarkably  pleasing  and 
striking  countenance,  red  and  fresh  as  a 
rose,  apparently  about  fifty-eight  or  sixty 
years  of  age,  but  in  reality  beyond  seventy, 
very  agile  and  graceful  in  all  his  move- 
ments, simply  but  handsomely  attired,  with 
the  ease,  vivacity  aad  cheerfulness  of  a 
youth,  with  few  or  no  marks  of  age,  excep- 
ting a  head  as  white  as  the  driven  snow,  and 
you  will  be  able  to  form  a  very  just  concep- 


profession  in  Jeffery's  Square — and  for 
some  years  previous  to  his  death,  in  Con- 
duit Street.  In  1821,  he  was  created  a 
baronet,  and  in  1824  was  appointed  Ser- 
geant-Surgeon to  George  the  Fourth.  He 
had  but  one  child,  a  daughter,  who  died  in 
infancy;  and  in  1S27  Lady    Cooper  died 


His  works  are  remarkable  for  cloarnesa 
and  simplicity,  and  for  the  practical  spirit 
which  in  every  page  pervades  them.  H« 
was  always  a  laborer  ia  the  vineyard  of 
medical  science.  Sir  Astley's  high  reputa- 
tion was  tlie  merited  reward  of  industry, 
In  the  following  year  he  was  married  for  the  j  perseverance,  knowledge,  and  the  constani 
second  time,  to  Miss  C.  .Tones,  daugliterj  exorcise  of  kindness  and  amenity  of  dispo- 
of  J.  .Tones,  Esq  ,  of  Derry  Ormond,  by'sition.  His  friends  were  centered  in  no 
whom  he  had  no  family.  single  sphere,  they  were  embraced  by  the 

Sir  Astley  delivered  his  last  Course  of ,  atmosphere  of  no  single  hospital  or  coterie  j 
Lectures  in  1 820.  He  subsequently  gave  he  was  generally  admired,  generally  respec- 
the  usual  Hunterian  Course  of  Lectures  on  ted,  and  imiversaily  beloved.  His  death  will 
comparative  anatomy,  in  the  college.  He  awaken  feelings  of  deep  sorrow  in  the  hearts 
was  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  of  the 'of  many;  not  merely  among  those  wlio  have 
Board  of  Examiners,  for  many  years,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  personally  known 
in  1S3G  and  '37,  he  was  appoiuted  Presi-jto  him,  by  whom  his  loss  will  be  long  and 
dent  of  the  Council.  During  the  last  few  keenly  felt;  but  by  many  more — friends  of 
years  he  had  suffered  several  times  from, the  pictured  thought,  friends  of  the  mind 
severe  attacks  of  gout,  wliich  came  on  once 'and  heart,  who  have  known  him  only  by 
in  two  years,  and  caused  him,  by  anticipa-:  the  day-dreams  traced  in  their  minds  in 
tion,  as  well  as  eventually,  much  ansictj.  —  ^  association  with  his  valuable  instructions 
A  sequela  of  this  disease  was  an  affection  and  excellent  precepts.  It  may  be  th« 
of  the  heart,  which  for  some  months  past' good  fortune  of  many  men  of  industry  and 
had  given  him  occasional  di.scomfort.  Lat-' acquirement  to  become  distinguiahed  by 
terly  this  tiffectionincrca.sed  and  terminated  their  talents  and  learning,  to  be  rpspeetod 
in  effusion  into  the  pericardium  and  eb^st.  for  the  high  position  in  society  which  their 


41 


NORTHKUN  LANCET. 


labors  havn  created  ;  but  how  few  f^an  ein-  ■  &c.,  is  prepared  to  offer  to  the  physiciaas 
iilate  Sir  Asti.ey  Cooper  in  the  possession  '  of  this  county,  pure  cod  liver  oil,  from  the 
of  that  most  to  be  desired  boon,  the  defer-  ,  well  known  house  of  Rushton,  Clark  &  Co., 
(ncc  of  the  hearf,  in  the  love,  the  afl'ection  '  of  New  York.  8«e  his  advertisement  on 
which  he  possossedj  the  secret  power  of  the  cover.] 
gaining  from  all  who  came  within  his  reach.  ■ 

On  soniP  Poinis  in  the  Trcaf  luent 


RETROSPECT. 


oiT^iulig^iiaut   Scariatiaa. 


Practice  of  ivlediciiie. 


On  the  use  of  Cod  lAvcr  Oil. 


Dr. 


I      The  state  of  the  throat  mnst  be  careful- 
|ly  watched  in  every  case  of  scarlet   fever; 
when  there  is  much  swelling  of  the  tonsils, 
and  the  child  be  too  young  to    gargle,  re- 
move  the   mucus    so  apt  to  collect  at   the 

T1-1V  "T     .,    //>      .    -1   .    i  ^ack  part   of  the  throat,  by  throwing  in, 

VVilIiaras  considers  that  fixcQ  oils  in  ]  g,,p,y  ^^^  ^ours,  a  syringe  full  of  a  sli-^htly 
general  have  a  solvent  power  on  the  fat  of  |  ^,^^^^,1^43^  i^.j^n.  If  th^ere  is  much  depos- 
tuberclc,which  may  enable  them  to  remove  :  j^  of  hnnph  upon  the  tonsils,  use  the  fol- 
the  deposit,  if  carried  into  the  circulation  ;  ^^^.^j  application  :  one  part  stroncr  hydro- 
in  sufficient  amount  ;  wid  that  the  snpen- '  ^Y,]onc  acid  to  six  parts  of  honey,  by  means 
ority  of  fish  oils  especially  depeud.s  upon  ^^  ^  jo^.ji  ^f  n^^  ^r  a  earners  hair  pencil, 
their  being  more  permanently  fluid,  and  k^^  or  three  times  during  the  twenty-fonr 
ess  liable  to  become  rancid.  \\  here  it  can  :  j^.^^,,  .  ^i^^  strength  of  the  application  must 
be  borne  m  sufficient  doses,  it  increases  ,  ^g  increased  if  the  tonsils  are  ulcerated,  or 
rather  than  impairs   the  appetite  ;  and   if  jf  di.«position  to    .sloughin^  should  ap- 

continned  for  some  weeks  or  even  months, :  -j-j^^  ^oryza,  which  is  s°o  distressing 

promotes,  ma  marked  degree,  the  functions  „jj J  g^  ill-omened  a  symptom  in  severe 
of  nutrition,  increasing  the  strength  as  well  1  scarlatina,  is  best  treated  by  throwin<r  up 
as  the  flesh,  and  giving  increment  to  all  its  I  ^i^e  nostrils,  every  four  or  six  houTs,  a 
textures.  Nor  is  this  surprising,  when  we  !  ^^^-^^  quantity  of  a  solution  of  gr  i.  to  ii. 
consider  that  the  nuclei  or  rudiraental  ^f  nitrate  of  silver  in  31.  of  distilled  water, 
molecules  of  all  structures  appear  to  con-  ^-j^g  glandular  swellings  are  very  difficult 
Eist  of  fat,  which  the  oil,  m  its  highly  divis-  .^  ^.^^^^^.^^  Leeches  seem  of  little  use  when 
ible  state,  supplies  and  renews  in  the  man-  '  ^i^gy  are  considerable  ;  they  frequently 
ner  most  conducive  to  active  and  healthy  ^.^^^^^  y^^  employed  from  the  feeble  state 
nutrition.  Its  peculiar  fluidity  and  little  ^f  ^^^^  patient,  while  they  show  very  little 
liability  to  change  also  enable  it  to  pervade  |  disposition  to  suppurate,  and  consequently, 
all  structures,  and  to  penetrate  even  into  ;  ^^.^  ^^t  relieved  by  lancing  so  that  the  con- 
impeifectly    organized     deposits,    and    by  ]  g^ant  application  of    a    warm  poultice    is 


softening  their  concrete  fatty  molecules, 
and  rendering  more  permeable  and  supple 
their  whole  mass,  brings  them  more  under 
the  influence  of  the  adjoining  living  parts, 
through    the   circulation   in    which  either 


often  all  that  can  aff"ord  ease  to  the  patient. 
Children  in  whom  the  local  affection  is 
severe,  or  in  whom  the  disease  assumes  a 
i  malignant  character,  require  all  those  stim- 


vised  means  will  in  many  such  cases  prove 
ineffectual.— [By  Dr.  C.  West,  Med.  Ga- 
zette. 


-  '  ulants,  and  that    nutritious  diet,   generally 

their  vitality  and  nutrition  are   improved  ,  ^j^^^  ^^  patients  in  certain  stages  of  typhus 
and  maintained,  or  if  incap.able  of  improve-  g^^gj.,  though,  unfortunately,  tie  best   de- 
ment they  are  gradually  dissolved  and  ab-  '    -     -  ---  - 

Forbed  away.  Such  appears  to  me  the 
mode  of  operation  of  Cod  Liver  Oil,  assur- 
edly the  most  efficacious  of  all  medicinal 
agents  in  the  treatment  of  cacoplastic  and 
aplastic  deposits,  and  one  which  after  two 
years  constant  experience  in  its  use,  is  still 
"frequently  surprising  me  by  the  wonders 
that  it  occasionally  works,even  in  aggravat- 
ed and  advanced  cases  of    scrofula,  mesen' 


Treatment  ol'Apiha. 


teric     disease,     pulmonary     consumption, 


Aptha,  depending  upon  impaired  nutri- 
tion of  the  system  generally,  and  often  a 
consequence  of  artificial  feeding,  is  treated 
by  Dr.  West  in  the  following  manner  : 
One  point  of  considerable  moment  is   the 


chronic  pneumonia  and  pleurisy,  and  chron-   removing  from  the   mouth,  after  each  time 

ic  rheumatism. —  [Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams,  !  the  infant  is  fed,  all  remains  of  the  milk  or 

in  Brit,  and  For.  Med.  Chir.  JRevieiv.  I  the  food  which  it   has  taken.     Whenever 

[Our  friend,  Wm,  .T    INIooers,  Druggist, !  the  least  sign  of  thrush  appears,  the  mouth 
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should  be  carefully  wiped  out  with  a  small 
piece  of  soft  rag  dipped  in  a  little  warm 
water  every  time  after  the  food  has  been 
given.  In  a  slight  attack,  this  plan  will 
suffice  in  many  instances  to  remove  the 
affection  in  two  or  three  days.  Should  there 
be  much  redness  of  the  mucus  membrane 
of  the  mouth,  or  if  the  apthous  spots  are 
numerous,  some  topical  application  is  re- 
quired. An  objection  has  been  raised  to 
any  application  into  the  composition  of 
which  honey  or  any  other  saccharine  mat- 
ter enters,  on  the  gound  that  those  substan- 
ces tend  to  pass  into  a  state  of  fermenta- 
tion, making  them  favor  rather  than  pre- 
vent the  formation  of  confervas  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  m'outh.  Dr.  West  employs 
20  to  30  grains  of  borax,  in  one  ounce  of 
water,  the  mouth  being  carefully  cleansed 
with  warm  water,  the  lotion  is  applied  to 
it  on  a  piece  of  lint  or  soft  linen.  In 
the  milder  forms  this  lotion  usually  an- 
swers every  purpose.  Should  it,  however, 
appear  insufficient,  a  solution  of  5  grains 
of  the  nitrate  of  silver  in  one  ounce  of  dis- 
tilled water,  may  be  employed  in  the  same 
way  twice  a  day,  while  at  other  times  the 
solution  of  borax  may  be  used  in  the  manner 
first  directed.— [By  Dr.  C.  Wells,  Med. 
Gazette.  ' 


—  [Dr.  Silvester,  Provin.  Med.  and  Surg. 
Journal. 

Cure  for  "  Nurse's  Sore  ITloutli." 


Midwifery.--Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 


IJicrine  Hemorrhage  treated  by 
tlic  Bitartratc  of  Potash. 


Dr.  H.  D.  Holt  states  in  the  N.  Y. 
Journal  of  Med.,  May  1848,  that  every 
case  he  has  treated  of  this  disease  has  yield- 
ed within  forty-eight  hours  to  the  use  of 
iodide  of  potassium,  in  gr.  v.  doses  three 
times  a  day. 

Breech  Presentations. 


Cream  of  Tartar  has  been  found  equal  to 
any  other  remedy,  in  hemorrhage  from 
eeparation  of  the  ovum  or  placenta,  polypus, 
malignant  disease,  &c.  It  displays  its 
unequalled  efficacy  in  menorrhagia,  or  ex- 
cessive menstrual  discharge,  prolonged  con- 
tinuously beyond  its  usual  duration,  or 
appearing  at  irregular  intervals.  After 
abortion  the  patient  sometimes  suffers  from 
an  occasional  discharge,  producing  more 
injury  to  the  general  health,  and  is  with 
difficulty  cured  by  tonics  and  astringents  ; 
the  cream  of  tartar,  in  these  cases,  will 
effect  an  almost  instantaneoug  beneficial 
change.  The  cases  of  sanious  or  pale  se- 
cretion from  the  uterus,  are  sometimes 
treated  as  leuchorrhea  by  local  astringents  ; 
they  are  accompanied  by  venous  bruit,  and 
are  examples  of  imperfect  menstruation. — 
These  yield  rapidly  to  the  bitartrate  of 
potash  ;  the  patient  often  recovers  without 
the   administration  of  iron  or  other  tonics. 


J.  O.  Fletcher,  Esq.,  in  the  Medical 
Times,  has  been  in  the  habit  of  ligaturing 
the  cord  before  the  complete  birth  of  the 
child,  in  breech  and  feet  presentations, 
sometimes  even  before  the  pulsations  were 
obliterated,  believing  that  the  child  in  these 
cases,  dies  from  hemorrhage  into  the  pla- 
centa, arising  from  the  umbilical  vein  being 
much  exposed  to  pressure,  from  its  super- 
ficial and  unprotected  position  in  the  cord, 
which,  together  with  the  tenuity  of  its 
tunics,  render  it  very  liable  to  have  its 
current  obliterated,  whereas  the  tunics  of 
the  umbilical  arteries  are  firmer  and  they 
are  le.ss  exposed.  The  flow  of  arterial 
blood  through  the  veins  may  become  oblite- 
rated, whilst  the  venous  blood  continues  to 
flow  along  the  arteries,  from  the  child  into 
the  placenta,  without  there  being  any  coun- 
terbalancing stream  ;  hence  the  great  mor- 
tality in  these  cases  by  the  usual  treat- 
ment, and  hence  the  utility  of  ligaturing 
the  cord  early  thereby  removing  one  fatal 
consequence  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  a 
child  can  breathe  in  the  vagina,  its  chan- 
ces of  life  are  not,  to  say  the  least,  dimin- 
ished, but,  1  think,  rather  increased,  for  out 
of  thirty-seven  cases  that  I  have  treated 
in  this  way,  two  children  only  have  died, 
which  is  saying  very  much  more  than  I  can 
say  of  the  usual  treatment. 

Rheumatic  Paralysis  in  Nurses. 


Women  when  nursing  are  subject  to  a 
kind  of  rheumatic  paralysis.  They  com- 
plain of  stiffness  and  numbness,  with  pain- 
ful tension  in  the  superior  limbs  ;  the  mus- 
cles of  the  forearm  presenting  a  kind  of  tonic 
spasm.  They  cannot  bend  the  arm  with- 
out difficulty,  and  the  object  which  they 
touch  merely  occasions  a  confused  sensa- 
tion. This  form  of  paralysis  deserves  the 
name  of  rheumatic,  from  its  great  morbidi- 
ty. It  leaves  the  arms  to  attack  the  legs, 
and  when  this  is  the  case,  the  patient  is 
obliged  to  look  where  she  puts  her  foot  in 
walking,   as  she  does  not  feel  the  5oil. — 
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When  tho  legs  become  free  the  head  is 
attacked.  The  patient  has  noises  in  her 
ears,  swimming  in  the  head,  and  stiffness 
of  the  jaws.  The  affection  will  then  again 
leave  the  head  to  attack  the  upper  limbs, 
and  so  on.  This  malady  easily  gives  way 
to  bleeding  from  the  arm,  assisted  by  a  few 
purgatives.  What  is  singular  is,  that  the 
blood  presents  the  inflammatory  buff  with- 
out there  being  any  appreciable  febrile 
state . — [  Trousseau. 

Convulsions. 


Recent  evidence  with  respect  to  convul- 
sions in  children,  shows  that  the  ratio  in 
five  of  the  largest  towns  in  England,  is 
precisely  in  proportion  to  the  standard  of 
unhealthiness.  Thus,  on  an  average  of  the 
three  years,  183S — '40,  the  proportions  of 
deaths  by  convulsions  and  teething,  to  the 
total  deaths  from  all  diseases  v.-as,  in  Bir- 
mingham, 5.70  per  cent.  ;  in  London,  7. 
30  ;  in  Leeds,  12.20  ;  in  .Manchester,  13. 
70,  and  in  Liverpool,  15. — [Lancet. 


Treatment  of  difficult  Dentition. 


M.  Falleis  relat-es  a  case  in  which  a 
young  girl  died  after  having  suffered  during 
three  weeks  from  symptoms  which  could 
only  be  referred  to  difficult  dentition.  Her 
constitution  was  strong,  and  her  health  had 
been  previously  good,  but  the  four  molar 
teeth  which  complete  the  second  dentition, 
developed  themselves  simultaneously,  giv- 
ing rise  to  intense  inflammation  of  tlie  gum 
at  the  angle  of  each  jaw.  LI  Falleis  ex- 
cised the  gum  which  covered  the  teeth, 
but  only  when  convulsions  had  already  ap- 
peared, and  without  any  beneficial  effect. — 
He  thinks  that  the  operation  ought  to  have 
been  performed  sooner,  and  that  whenever 
there  are  many  teeth  endeavoring  to  force 
their  way  through  the  "ums,  and  the  irene- 
ral  re-action  severe,  it  ought  to  be  resorted 
to  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  appear- 
ance of  serious  symptoms,  such  as  obstinate 
vomiting,  abundant  diarrhea,  or  high  fever. 
The  pain  of  the  operation  is  trifling,  com- 
pared to  that  occasioned  by  the  teeth 
themselves,  and  when  performed  early  it 
will  often  disperse  a  host  of  alarming 
symptoms.  In  this  case,  obstinate  bilious 
vomitiag  existed,  and  the  state  of  the  stom- 
ach soon-  became  such  that  the  smallest 
quantity  of  fluid  was  rejected.  This  symp- 
tom, when  carried  to  such  an  csttut,  is 
alway.s  seriuus,  and  is  generally  followed  by 
convulsions.  The  appearance  of  convul- 
gions  was  preceded,  durin?  &evi.'rul  dnys,  bv 


general  agitation,  squinting,  swelling  of  the 
right  eye,  dilatation  and  immovability  of 
the  pupils.  The  convulsions  lasted  three 
days  and  ended  in  death,  notwithstanding 
the  most  energetic  treatment. —  [Clinique 
des  Hopltaux  des  Enfans. 

Accidental  Ilemort'Iiasre. 


Treatment  must  be  prompt  and  decisive. 
Accidental  hemorrhage  mostly  occurs  in 
the  first  stage  of  labor,  when  the  mem- 
branes are  unbroken  and  the  liquor  amnii 
prevents  the  uterus  contracting  about  the 
body  of  the  child.  To  control  the  flooding, 
the  uterus  should  be  made  to  contract  as 
much  as  possible,  and  coagulation  promoted 
in  the  spongy  structure  of  the  placenta  ; 
both  objects  are  accomplished  by  rupturing 
the  membranes,  the  uterus  will  contract  on 
the  body  of  the  child,  and  the  placenta 
being  compressed  between  both,  the  blood 
is  prevented  escaping  so  freely  from  its 
uterine  surface.  This  effect  may  be  ren- 
dered more  perfect  by  using  means  to  in- 
crease the  tonic  contraction  of  the  uterus, 
which  rupturing  the  membranes  alone,  will 
not  always  accomplish.  Therefore  ergot 
of  rye,  or  the  electric  current  may  be  used  ; 
a  drachm  of  the-  former  infused  in  a  wine 
glass  of  water,  may  be  given  alone,  or  what 
is  belter,  in  combination  with  opium. — 
Thirty  or  forty  minims  of  tincture  of  opium 
may  be  added  to  the  Infusion,  and  in  pro- 
portion as  exhaustion  increases,  larger 
doses  of  opium  may  be  repeated.  In  re- 
lation to  plugging,  Prof.  JMurphy  has  no 
hesitation  at  all  in  deciding  ia  favor  of 
rupturing  the  membranes  ;  he  never  found 
it  to  fail,  but  the  use  of  the  plug  is  attended 
with  many  objections,  a  coagulum  in  tho 
vagina  can  have  no  effect  on  vessels  in  the 
body  or  fundus  of  the  utei'us  ;  are  we  then 
to  wait  until  the  coagula  increase  so  as  to 
stop  these  vessels .'  If  so  the  placental 
side  of  the  uterus  must  be  wholly  filled 
with  coagula,  and  even  then  it  is  doubtful 
whether  they  could  prevent  the  hcmovrhaga. 
The  vagina  being  plugged,  and  no  blood 
may  flow  externally,  but  the  symptoms  of 
exhaustion  rapidly  accumulating,  will  soon 
convince  you  of  youv  en-or. 

If  the  membranes  are  ruptured,  the  va- 
gina may  then  be  plugged  as  a  temporary 
expedient,  because,  although  some  coagula 
may  collect  in  the  uterus,  tlie  quantity 
must  be  small,  and  the  amount  of  blood 
lost  would  be  less  than  if  it  flowed  uninter- 
ruptedly from  the  vagina ;  but  even  on  this 
topic  I  cannot  speak  without  some  hesitation. 
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Turning  was  formerly  a  universal  prac- 
tice in  cases  of  accidentiil  hemorrhage.  It 
is  now    very  rarely  resorted  to,    and  Prof. 


Ti-cutincnt  of  Aftei-Faaiss. 


Murphy  thinks  it  will  very  seldom  be  found  |";f^™[h«-^^^gi"^/^'i  ««  ^^^en,  i 
necessary.     ,SV m^Zan^s     must    be    ^en,\^  f  ^^^   ^^^  ^on^^'^}  . 

even  largely,  and  if  all  means  fail,  transfu- !^FP^\«^^f.".^"^    administration  of  opuues 


It  consists  in  the  removal  of  the  coagula 

the  avoidance 
ion,  and    the 


gion  maybe  cautiously  resorted  to. —  [Prof. 
Murphy,  in  Med.  Gazette^  1848,  p.  917. 


SccrctioH  of  MllK  isi  an   «!«!  Wo- 
man, ^vithoMt  FregjEafiicy. 


Bell  Johnson,  married  to  a  man  named 
Williamson,  had  eleven  children  in  the 
course  of  eleven  years.  Three  times  suc- 
cessively, she  had  twins.     Williamson  hav-    _ 

ing  died,  she  married  again,  three  years  |  be  applied  to  the  breast  i 
and  a  half  after.  Her  husband  is  still i^i^ter  delivery,  not,  in  iact, 
alive  ;  they  had  four  children,  the  youngest  i^^as  become  calmed  from  its  state  of  morbid 
about  18  years  old  ;  sho  had  none  f,ubse-i  excitability.  Early  and  constant  stimula- 
quently.  Her  present  age  is  61.  On  thel^ion  of  the  breasts  by  the  child,  la  a  com- 
16th  April  1848,  her  dauc^-.ter  Eleanor  (ofinion  cause  of  irritable  uterus  for  many  days 
the  second  marriage)  died,  leaving  a  child  after  delivery.     This  agent,  so  salutary  in 


Gentle  friction  with  the  Lin.  opii  over  the 
abdomen  is  very  often  useful,  but  I  have 
found  still  greater  benefit  from  the  appli- 
cation of  this  liniment  to  the  mammas.  By 
a  reflex  action  it  allays  the  excessive  sensi- 
bility of  the  uterus,  when  thus  applied. — 
In  excessive  afcer  pains  without  hemor- 
rhage, without  the  presence  of  coagula,  and 
in  the  absence  of  other  signs  and  conse- 
quences of  inertia,  the  infant  should  never 

for  some  hours 
until  tlie  uteru.s 


of  about  nine  months  of  age.     Bell  took 


all  cases  of  impending  inertia,  is  often  made. 


charge  of  the  infant,  her  grand-daughter,  unnecessarily,  a  cause  of  miserable  suffer- 
and  lias  suckled  the  child  for  the  last  two  ing>  »*  ^  tune  when  the  patient  is  little 
months'.  I  was  anxious  to  ascertain  wheth- !  f^We  to  endure  it,  and  without  any  counter- 
balancing good,  if  the  uterus  has  contract- 
ed healthily.  1  repeat,  we  want  no  more 
than  safe  contraction ;  every  after  pain 
beyond  this  point   is  both  unnecessary  and 


cr  irritation,  of  the  parts  had  caused  the 
breasts  to  £11  with  milk.  She  never  oflFer- 
cd  her  breasts  to  the  child,  and  to  prevent 
any  attempt  which  the  babe  might  natu- 
rally make  whilst  in  bed  with  her,  she 
reversed  her  shift,  putting  the  back  part  to 
the  front.  She  states  that  she  felt  a  pain 
in  her  breast  for  about  three  days,  and  that 
they  became  full  of  milk.     Her   husband 


mischievous. — [Dr.     W.    Tyler 
Lancet.  Nov.  1848,  P-  576. 

Esicrjstcil  PlacenJaT 


5MITH, 


It  is  of  considerable    ihiportance  to  deal 


he  longer  the 
more 


advised  her  to  suckle  the  child.  I\Iy  opiu-|  promptly  with  these  cases.  T 
ion  is,  that  during  the  old  woman's  sleep  jos  uteri  remains  contracted,  the 
at  night,  the  child  had  the  nipples  in  her, aifficult  will  its  dilatation,  fo  as  to  admit 
mouth,  until  continued  irritation  produced' of  the  extraction  of  the  placenta,  become, 
this  curious  effect.  For  the  last  eighty  jf  the  placenta  can  be  felt  close  to  the  os 
weeks,  this  old  grandmother,  aged  61,  juterj^  gentle,  but  firm  traction  of  the  cord, 
eighteen  years  after  the  birth  of  her  young-  held  as  near  as  possible  to  its  root  in  the 
est  child,  constantly,  by  day  and  by  night,  i  placenta,  should  be  used,  so  as  to  convert 
suckles  the  child.  If  she  allowed  one  breast  j  the  placental  mass  into  a  dilator.  If  ihi^ 
only  to  the  child  during  the  night,  the  [pi^n  should  not  be  successful,  the  cs  uteri 
•milk  from  the  other  would  be  flowing  outLiugt  he  slowly  dilated  by  the  fingers  so  as 
in  the  morning,  whilst  it  would  bo  fully  to  admit  the  hand  or  fingers,  according  ajs: 
distended.  Unless  the  milk  be  drawn,  she  the  nlacenta  maybe  required  to  be  de- 
Buflers  pam  from  the  superabundant  quan-ltachcd  from  the  uterus,  or  merely  witli- 
tity.  The  quality  of  the  milk  is  not  evi-jarawn  from  the  cavity.  If  necessary,  any 
dently  good,  to  the  eye  it  appears  very; threatening  of  convulsion  or  laceration, 
heavy.  The  child  is  now  about  one  yearjghould  be  prepared  for  by  bloodletting.— 
old,  healthy,  but  very  puny,  its  flesh  isljf  the  patient's  mind  should  be  excitable, 
very  soft  and  not  much  of  it.  The  old  i  or  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri  should  b» 
woman  is  very  poor  and  docs  not  obtain  p^iuful^  an  opiate  is  of  great  use.,  but  it  acts 
suflicient  nourishment  to  sustain  such  a  j-ather  by  soothing  mental  emotion  and 
burden,  while  the  child  seems  very  difficult  I  Haying  pain,  than  by  reducing  the  spasm 
to  satisfy.— [Rev.  W.  Fitzpatkick,  Dtfi- '  of  the  os  uteri.  We  can  ofleu  assist  the 
Im  Medical. Frcss,  Aug    18 18,  p.  130.        :^,ffects  of  traction  of  the  umbilical  cord  in 
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dilating  the  os  uteri,  by  gentle  pressure  ex- 
erted externally  upon  the  abdominal  sur- 
face at  each  recurrence  of  uterine  contrac- 
tions ;  sweeping  the  placenta,  as  it  were, 
into  the  pelvis  and  towards  the  os  uteri, 
by  the  hand,  while  steady  traction  of  the 
cord  is  being  kept  up. 

The  foregoing  remarks  apply  to  cases  in 
which  the  placenta  is  either  wholly  adhe- 
rent to  the  uterus,  or  the  uterus  at  large,  is  j 
80  firmly  contracted  upon  the  separated 
placenta  as  to  prevent  internal  uterine 
hemorrhage.  Cases  in  which  spasmodic 
closure  of  the  os  uteri  is  attended  with  sepa- 
tion  of  the  retained  placenta,  and  inertia  of 
the  body  and  fundus,  dangerous  internal 
hemorrhage  is  inevitable,  and  the  removal 
of  the  contraction  of  the  os  uteri  becomes 
quite  of  secondary  importance  to  the  arrest 
of  the  hemorrhage. 

The  first  object  here  must  be  to  excite 
such  an  amount  of  uterine  contraction  as  to 
stay  the  loss  of  blood.  In  all  cases  where 
the  first  steps  taken  for  the  dilatation  of 
the  OS  uteri,  which  of  themselves  tend  to 
produce  uterine  contraction,  are  inefiect- 
ual,  the  uterine  inertia  should  be  treated 
most  energetically,  ;)er  se,  without  any  ref- 
erence to  state  of  the  os  uteri. — ]Dr.  W. 
TvLKR  Smith,  Lancet,  Nov.  25th,  1848, 
p.  375. 

Treatment  of  Uterine  Catarrh. 


Cases  of  Torsion,  Doublingr^  and 
Expulsion  of  the  Foetus  in  ailioul- 
der  Presentations. 


Professor  E.  Strohl  recommends  against 
this  malady,  uterine  injections,  which  were 
brought  into  notice  some  years  since,  but 
almost  entirely  abandoned  from  the  fear  of 
occasioning  peutomtis,  by  the  passage  of 
the  injection  into  the  abdomen  through  the 
Fallopian  tubes.  To  obviate  this  danger, 
the  Professor  recommended  the  injection 
to  be  used  very  slowly,  and  through  a  long 
caoutchouc  catheter ,introduced  about  three 
lines  into  the  os  uteri.  This  instument 
should  not  fill  up  completely  the  orifice  of 
the  womb,  in  order  that  the  injected  fluid 
may  be  permitted  to  return  immediately, 
thus  exercising  no  pressure  against  the 
apertures  of  the  fallopian  tubes.  The 
liquid  employed  is  the  Liq.  Plumbi  Aceta- 
tis.  or  a  solution  ofSi.  of  iodide  of  iroij  in 
3xij.  of  distilled  water.  The  injection  is 
not  painful,  and  rapidly  modifies  the  na- 
ture of  the  uterine  discharge.  In  twenty 
nine  cases  M.  Strohl  states  that  the  ave- 
rage duratiou  of  the  treatment  was  fourteen 
days.  In  three  instances,  only,  some  un- 
important hysterical  symptoms  were  observ- 
ed.—[.Ucf/ica/    Times,  Dec  1818,  />.  16^, 


Case  1.  Requested  to  see  a  woman  in 
labor  of  her  fifth  child.  I  found  that  she 
had  been  suffering  for  twenty-four  hours, 
and  had  frequent  and  powerful  pains.  On 
a  vaginal  examination,  I  found  the  right 
hand  down,  and  the  entire  arm  protruding 
out.  I  felt  the  scalpula  placed  forward, 
and  the  clavicle  resting  firmly  against  the 
upper  portion  of  the  left  descending  ramus 
of  the  pubis.  I  could  readily  trace  the  ribs 
bulging  downwards,  the  child  lay  obliquely 
with  the  breach  towards  the  right  sacro- 
iliac junction.  Having  determined  to  turn 
the  child,  I  first  gave  a  drachm  of  lauda- 
num, and  quickly  abstracted  about  eighteen 
ounces  of  blood.  The  pains  were  still  very 
powerful.  I  now  passed  the  right  hand 
into  the  vagina,,  and  onwards  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, but  I  found  the  child  so  forcibly 
wedged  in  the  pelvis,  and  the  uterus  so 
strongly  contracted  on  it,  as  to  completely 
oppose  mj  efforts.  I  however,  tried  again 
and  u?ed  as  much  force  as  I  thought  justi- 
fiable. I  now  perceived  that  the  ribs 
further  descended,  and  came  to  press  on 
the  perineum.  The  arm  still  remained 
fully  protnided,  and,  if  any  thing,  the 
clavicle  was  pressed  more  firmly  against  the 
pubis.  A  very  strong  pain  now  occurred, 
during  which  I  felt  another  part  of  the 
child  coming  along  on  the  perineum,  and 
which  I  took  for  the  breech.  The  uterine 
contraction  continued  very  strong,  and 
being  assisted  by  the  voluntary  efibrts  of  the 
woman,  soon  completed  the  expulsion  of 
first  the  breech  and  successively  the  thighs, 
abdomen,  chest,  and  lastly  of  ihe  head, 
with  the  left  arm.  The  right  arm,  during 
the  whole  process,  remained /xf-fZ/j/  station- 
ary. The  perineum  was  enormously  dis- 
tended, during  the  progress  of  the  breech 
between  it  and  the  chest  of  the  child,  but 
fortunately  it  safely  yielded  to  the  pressure. 
The  child  was  full  sized,  and  appeared  to 
have  recently  died, and  from  the  mother's  ac- 
count this  event  must  have  happened  during 
the  labor.  The  placenta  was  expelled  and 
nothing  unfavorable  happened.  The  pel- 
vis was  of  full  size.  The  patient  recovered 
as  well  as  after  ordinary  labor. 

Class  2d.  I  saw  another  patient  in  her 
sixth  pregnancy  ;  she  had  been  in  labor 
about  eighteen  hours,  the  membranes  had 
ruptured  eight  hours  before,  the  prcscnta- 
tiuu  not  then  being  ascertained.  The  pains 
continued  strong,  and  after  some  time  the 
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Land  was  found  down  first.  I  discovered 
the  left  arm  completely  beyond  the  exter- 
nal parts,  the  shoulder  stern  wedged  in  the 
pelvis  and  the  left  clavicle  pressed  against 
the  right  ramus  of  the  pelvis.  The  ute- 
rus felt  very  hard  and  firmly  embraced  the 
child ;  its  transverse  diameter  was  longer 
than  when  the  head  presents.  Wishing,  if 
possible,  to  turn  the  child,  I  first  gave  a 
drachm  of  laudanum,  and  abstracted  from 
the  arm,  by  a  large  orifice,  from  16  to  20 
ounces  of  blood.  I  now  attempted  to  pass 
the  hand  to  turn,  but  was  foiled.  I  waited 
a  short  time  in  hopes  that  the  pains  would 
diminish  in  force,  but  again  did  not  succeed. 
I  abstracted  more  blood,  but  notwithstand- 
ing she  felt  faintish,  the  ulerus  continued 
to  act  strongly.  Hoping  that  this  organ 
would  be  tired  by  its  exertions,  1  thought 
it  better  to  trust  awhile  to  this  chance 
than  to  embryotomize,  but  in  this  expecta- 
tion I  was  disappointed.  After  a  time  I 
found  that  the  ribs  of  the  child  were  press- 
ing more  on  the  perineum,  and  so  continu- 
ed, until  from  the  influence  of  a  very  strong 
pain,  the  breech  was  pushed  along  it,  and 
was  soon  first  expelled,  succeeded  by  the 
rest  of  child,  its  head  and  right  arm  coming 
the  last.  Durins;  the  entire  chancre  the 
left  arm  remained  entirely  external  and  the 
clavicle  firmly  fixed  against  the  pubis.  The 
placenta  was  soon  expelled.  There  was 
no  hemorrhage  or  structural  laceration. — 
She  recovered  well. —  [Dr.  T.  Radford, 
British  Record. 


Surgery. 


Treat Jsaent  of  SSydrocelc. 


In  young  children,  the  cure  of  simple 
hydrocele,  if  not  spontaneously  produced, 
may  generally  be  effected  by  local  applica- 
tions, as  the  following : 

Ammonipe  Hydrochloras,  one  drachm. 
Liquor  Ammonire,  spirit  Vini  recti,  of  each 
2  ounces,  distilled  water  4  ounces — the  lo- 
tion to  be  frequently  applied.  Should  this 
application  not  produce  the  absorption  of 
the  fluid,  acupuncturation  is  almost  infalli- 
ble in  children,  in  the  later  periods  of 
life,  hydrocele  sometimes  undergoes  a  spon- 
taneous cure,  from  any  cause  inducing  in- 
flammation, or  from  a  rupture  of  the  tunic, 
attended  by  the  difiusion  of  the  fluid. — 
Iodine  injection  Tor  the  radical  cure  is  in- 
varialdy  successful,  and  is  free  from  the 
ill-eS'ects  frequently  following  the  use  of 
the  solution  of  zinc,  or  urine  and  water. — 
It  frequently  produ:cs  so  little  pain,  that  T 


have,  in  some  cases,  considered  failure  as 
almost  certain,  and  yet,  without  either 
iwelling  or  pain,  the  cure  has  been  com- 
pletely effected.  The  mode  in  which  thia 
cure  is  effected  in  all  cases  of  injection,  it 
I  believe,  by  altering  the  action  of  the  ca- 
pillaries of  the  tunica  vaginalis,  and  not  by 
the  effusion  of  plastic  matter,  producing 
the  adhesion  of  the  sides  of  the  tunic  ;  for 
in  many  preparations  of  the  tunica  vaginal- 
is, after  successful  injection  for  hydrocele, 
no  such  adhesions  are  found.  It  some- 
times happens  that  partial  adhesions  ara 
formed,  dividing  the  tunic  into  two  or  mora 
sacs,  and  the  hydrocele  has  put  on  a  com- 
plex form,  being  divided  into  distinct 
chambers,  as  it  were,  each  of  which  must 
be  opened  for  the  evacuation  of  its  fluid. 

In  performing  the  operation,  take  care 
to  push  the  canula  quite  into  the  cavity  of 
the  tunica  vaginalis,  by  a  quick,  semi-rota- 
ry, jerking  motion,  having  placed  the  fore- 
finger on  the  canula  so  as  to  limit  the  extent 
of  its  introduction.  If  from  the  want  of 
this  precaution,  the  fluid  injected  becomes 
extravasated  into  the  cellular  tissue  of  the 
scrotum,  make  several  incisions  into  the 
scrotum,  the  dangerous  efiects  may  gene- 
rally be  prevented. — [B.  Cooper,  Esq.,  in 
Med.    Gazette. 


Divisiou  of  the  Falciforssa  Border 
of  5!io  FascBrt.  f>:»fa,   for  VarJx  of 


Varix  has  been  too  generally  thought  to 
depend  upon  an  imperfect  condition  of  tho 
valves  of  the  venous  trunks.  In  some  in- 
stances this  alone  is  the  cause  ;  if  pressure 
exist  UDOu  the  vein  between  its  radicles  and 
the  right  side  of  the  heart,  distension  of  the 
distal  portion  will  be  produced  to  such  a 
degree,  that  the  valves  can  no  longer  close 
the  dilated  vein ;  remove  the  cause  of  the 
enlargement,  and  the  valves  assume  their 
functions.  The  internal  and 'external 
saphena  veins  are  most  commonly  aff"ected, 
they  both  pass  through  apertures  in  the 
deep  fascia,  to  reach  the  longer  trunks  and 
empty  their  blood.  If  these  apertures  at 
any  time  are  too  small  to  allow  the  passage 
of  the  quantity  of  blood  carried  by  the 
veins,  distension  must  ensue,  and  varix  re- 
sult. The  operations  hitherto  adopted  to 
remove  a  varicose  state  of  the  saphena,  is 
to  obliterate  the  vein  ;  consequently  ad- 
vantage  is  taken  of  the  anastamotic  comma- 
nications,  and  the  circulating  current  is 
simply  directed  into  the  ^venous  trunks — 
Dr.  Herapath's  treatment  is  more  philo- 
sophical, restoring   the  circulation   in  the 
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natural  direction,  by  removing  tbe  cause  of  of  gum  elemi  and  spirits  of  tarpeafeine,  or 
the  obstructioa — bydiTiding  the  fakifarm  of  castor  oil   and  Peruvian  balsam,  dipped 


border  of  the  fascia  lata.  Tbe  steps  of  tb« 
operation  practised  by  Dr.  H.  are  as  fol- 
lows :  Pinch  np  a  fold  ©f  skin  between  the 
fingers,  transfix  and  divide  it  with  a  pointed 
bistoury  ;  an  incision  of  three  inches  in 
length  is  thus  made  obliquely  upwards  and 
inwards,  immediately  over  the  swollen 
termination  of  the  saphena  vein — dissect 
carefully  the  superficial  fascia  frc-m  its  at- 
tachment to  the  falciform  border,  and  then 
with  a  probe  pointed  bistoury  c 
passed  directly  upwards  imme 
neath  tbe  iliac  layer  of  the  {a^!U$ci  the  vein 
being  depressed  and  prote 
fore  finger)  divide  the  ere 
tbe  saphenous  o-pening  t 
balf  aa  inch,  which  of  eoufs^considerably 
enlarges  the  aperture  and  at 
the  stricture,  the  varix  immedi^ 
pears 

Close  the  wound  by  two  points  of  suture, 
draw  together  by  adhesive  plaster  and  cov- 
er the  whole  by  a  pad  of  wet  lint,  held  on 
by  a  few  turns  of  a  bandage. — [Dr.  W.  B. 
Herapath,  Prov.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Traumatic  Gang[reiie. 


It  is  not  necessary  to  amputate  for  trau- 
matic gangrene,  if  we  carefully  wateh  the 
patient  for  the  first  three  or  four  days  after 
•cvere  injuries,  and  give  food  as  the  stomach 
ean  bear  it,  and  stimuli  when  they  are  in- 
dicated. Give  brandy,  in  preference  to 
ammonia,  which  latter  does  barm  by  weak- 
ening the  stomach.  Regulate  the  secre- 
tions, if  needful,  by  the  use  of  mild  mercu- 
rials with  antimony. —  [J.  P,  Vincent, 
Esq.,  Edin.  J\Ied.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Prcvcution   and  Trcutraciu  of 
Bed-Sores. 


Endeavor  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
bedsores,  by  softening  a  bladder  in  warm 
water,^  being  oiled  and  partially  inflated, 
place  it  under  the  part  suffering  from  con- 
tinued pressure.  To  stLmulate°the  surface 
and  excite  the  dormant  capilliaries  to  more 
healthy  action,  take  two  graias  of  bichloride 

of  mercury  to  an  ounce  of  proof  spirit use 

this  lotion  and  the  bladder  at  the  same 
time,  and  they  will  be  found  invaluable  in 
preventing  bedsores.  If,  however,  a  slough 
iB  formed,  apply  carrot  poultices,  mornintr 
and  evening,  sprinkled  with  a  solution  ol" 
ehloride  of  soda,  tUl  the  slough  separates. 
When  it  has  separated,  to  promote  panula- 
tkms,  tis9  warm  dressings,  consisting  either 


in  lint,  to  tbe  bottom  of  the  ulcer,  and  » 
linseed  meal  poultice,  or  of  carrot,  placed 
over  the  sore.  Then  apply  a  solution  of  10 
grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  the  ounce  of 
water  to  the  flabby  granulations,  covering 
the  surface  of  the  ulcer,  and  filling  it  up 
with  fine  carded  cotton ;  a  piece  of  oiled 
silk,  large  enough  to  cover  both  hips  and 
sacrum,  should  then  be  placed  over  the 
dressing.  If  the  granulation?  should  ba 
exuberant,  apply  every  morning  a  concen- 
olution  of  sulphate  of  copper,  the 
tb  carded  cotton  and  oiled  silk 
ued  till  the  sore  is  healed. — 
ERNARD,  Dubltn  Med.  Press- 

Erysipelas. 


e  purest  creasote  over  the  whol» 
_^  part  and  some    distance  beyond, 

with  a  camel-hair  brush,  at  the  same  timo 
give  a  dose  of  calomel,  followed  by  jalap  to 
insure  free  catharsis  ;  if  the  mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  mouth  and  fauces  is  also  ef- 
fected pencil  them  with  a  solution  of  nitrat* 
of  silver,  half  a  draehm  to  a  drachm,  in  thd 
ounce  of  distilled  water.  In  the  pbleg- 
raonous  form,  repeat  the  application  more 
frequently,  and  in  the  intervals,  a  cold 
bread  and  water  poultice  sprinkled  with 
water  strongly  impregnated  with  creasote  ; 
or  if  the  face  is  affected,  apply  a  cloth  kept 
wetted  with  the  solution. — [Dr.  Fahnb- 
STOCK,  Prov.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 

Chemistry  and  Pharmacy. 

Pli09i>IioriisPaste,foi'  llie  Destrnc- 
tiou  of  Uats  and  Mice. 


M.  Simon  has  published  in  the  Berliner 
Medicinische  Zeiturg,  tbe  following  formu- 
la for  making  this  paste  :  Take  of  phos- 
phorus, eight  parts,  liquify  it  in  100  parts 
of  lukewarm  water,  pour  the  whole  into  s 
mortar  and  add  immediately  100  parts  of 
rye  meal ;  when  cold,  mix  in  100  parts  of 
butter  melted,  and  125  parts  of  sugar. 

If  the  phosphorus  is  in  a  finely  divided 
state,  the  ingredients  may  be  all  mixed  at 
once,  without  melting  them.  This  mixture 
will  retain  its  efficacy  for  years,  for  the 
phosphorus  is  preserved  by  the  butter  and 
only  becomes  oxydized  on  the  surface. — 
Rats  and  mice  eat  this  mixture  with  avidi- 
ty, after  which   they  swell  out  and  die. 

M.  Simon  baa  employed  this  mixture  for 
years  with  constant  success,  by  placing  it 
in   places   frequented  br  thow  animals. — 
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According  to  him,  the  phosphorus  is  less 
dangerous  than  arsenic,  for  supposing  the 
mixture  to  be  badly  made,  and  the  phos- 
phorus imperfectly  divided,  the  oxydization 
which  would  take  place  in  a  few  days  would 
render  it  nearly  inactive  ;  and  it  would  be 
almost  impossible  to  employ  it  for  the  in- 
tentional poisoning  of  human  beings. 

Prevcution   of   the    Oxydation   of 
Iron  FilJug:s. 


It  is  well  known  to  pharmaceutists  that 
it  is  very  difficult  to  prevent  the  oxydation 
of  iron  filings  ;  even  inclosing  them  in  stop- 
pered bottles,  perfectly  fitted,  is  not  suffi- 
cient. M.  Righini,  has  discovered  that 
they  may  be  preserved  for  any  length  of 
time  by  reducing  them  to  fine  powder  and 
mixing  them  with  an  equal  quantity  of  well 
dried  sugar.  The  mixture,  which  will  be 
of  lead  color,  may  be  kept  in  paper,  provid- 
ed it  be  preserved  from  moisture. — Journal 
de  Chimie. 

Action  of  Sug:ar  upon  llie  Tcelli. 


From  researches  made  upon  this  subject, 
Mr.  Larrey  has  come  to  the  following  con- 
islusions  : 

1.  Refined  cane  or  beet  root  sugar,  is 
prejudicial  to  the  teeth  more  from  direct 
contact  than  from  the  evolution  of  gaseous 
matter  during  digestion. 

2.  If  a  tooth  be  allowed  to  macerate  in  a 
«aturated  solution  of  sugar,  it  is  so  decom- 
posed as  to  acquire  almost  a  gelatinous 
character,while  the  enamel  becomes  opaque 
and  spongy,  and  crumbles  down  under  the 
slightest  pressure.  Sugar  ought  not,  there- 
fore to  enter  into  tho  composition  of  tooth 
powder. 

3.  The  corrosion  of  the  teeth  by  this 
Bubstance  does  not  depend  on  an  acid,  for 
none  is  present  in  sugar,  but  on  the  affinity 
which  this  organic  principle  has  to  enter 
into  combination  with  tho  calcareous  base 
of  the  tooth. 

4.  If  the  enamel  be  less  attacked  than 
the  osseous  part  of  the  tooth,  the  reason  is 
that  it  contains  fluoride  of  calcium,  a  body 
which  resists  chemical  agency  even  more 
than  the  sulphate  of  lime. — [3Ied.  Gazette, 

The 


greater  number  of  organs  which 
manifest  functional  disturbances  in  a  gene- 
ral disease,  the  worse  is  the  case,  particu- 
larly if  this  occur  immediately  at  the 
commencement.  The  fewer  the  organs 
are  which  participate,  the  more  obstinate 
will  the  disease  bo,  and  the  earlier  will  it 
occasion  structural  changes. —  Srhilf. 


Popular  Essays  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

BY  HORACE  NELSON,  M.  D. 

No  2. 

General  considerations  on  the  Skeleton. 

The  organs  destined  for  locomotion,  ar» 
divided  into  passive  and  active  ;  there  ar« 
parts  to  be  moved,  and  there  must  be  th« 
means  of  executing  this  function,  the  active 
or  actuating  powers.  If  you  look  at  the 
animal  body,  your  mind  is  instinctively  con- 
ceutrated  upon  something  which  is  to  form 
the  scaffolding,  or  frame-work  of  the  struc- 
ture ;  something  to  which  the  motive  force 
must  be  attached,  and  by  which  to  exert  its 
influence.  This  frame-work  is  found  in  the 
bones — 198  in  the  humao  body — although 
numerous  and  necessarily  complicated,  yet 
are  they  so  admirably  disposed,  that  they 
produce  the  most  astonishing  and  precise 
results,  by  causes  apparently  the  most  sim- 
ple. The  position  and  mode  of  union,  of 
the  many  parts  forming  the  bony  system, 
are  such,  that  with  the  most  unlimited  free- 
dom, man  and  animals  are  capable  of  execu- 
ting every  variety  of  motion  possible — their 
systematical  arrangement  is  so  masterly  thai 
unconsciously,  hourly  and  daily,  you  per- 
form the  most  complicated  actions  without 
the  fear  of  jeopardizing  their  displacement, 
or  causing  them  the  slightest  injury.  Thi« 
I  will  prove  by  an  example,  and  the  ver- 
tebral column  or  backbone,  will  be  the  sub- 
ject of  my  remarks.  It  is  the  largest  and 
most  powerful  lever  of  the  human  machine 
— supporting  the  head  above — attached  td 
its  sides  are  the  twenty-four  ribs,  and  de- 
pending from  it  are  the  two  upper  extremi- 
ties; it  transmits  the  weight  of  four-fifths  of 
the  body  to  the  sacral  bone,which  is  wedged 
between  the  two  haunch  bones,  and  from 
them  conveyed  to  the  earth  through  the 
lower  extremities.  This  column  or  spine, 
in  man,  is  composed  of  twenty-four  small, 
very  irregular  and  light  bones,  piled  one  on 
top  of  the  other,  the  whole  forming  a  pillar, 
presenting    various  curves,  and   hollowed 


throughout  its  extent  by  a  heart  shaped  ca- 
nal, lodging  and  protecting  the  spinal  mar- 
row, a  prolongation  of  the  brain,  and  from 
the  sides  of  which  spring  out  sixty-two  small 
white  cords,  the  messengers  of  motion  and 
sensation  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  excepting 
the  head  and  the  organs  contained  in  the 
trunk. 

Should,  from  accident  or  malformation, 

this  all-important  part  of  the  system  be  en- 

ieroaehed  upon,  the  immediate  result  would 
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be  the  paralysis,  or  death  of  sensation  and 
motion  of  all  the  parts  supplied  with  nerves, 
arising  from  the  spinal  marrow  below  the 
Beat  of  injury.  Nevertheless,  you  ail  know 
that  it  is  absolutely  required,  this  column 
enclosing  as  it  does,  this  essential  organ  of 
life,  should  perform  an  extended  range  of 
motion.  At  the  first  thought,  you  would 
be  led  to  infer,  that  the  slightest  movement 
of  this  bony  canal,  must  inevitabl}'  produce 
flome  pressure  on  the  spinal  marrow,  but 
by  the  wise  dispensation  of  an  all-seeing 
Providence,  this  grave  and  fatal  occurrence 
cannot  taka  place,  in  the  natural  formation 
of  the  column.  The  spine,  as  you  are  now 
aware,  instead  of  being  formed  of  two  or 
three  pieces,  is  compos3d  of  twenty-four 
small  bones,  increasing  in  size  from  above 
downwards,  and  articulated  to  one  another 
in  such  a  manner  that  they  admit  of  but  very 
obscure  motion  between  any  two  bones,  but 
considered  as  a  whole,  it  is  endowed  with 
wide,  and  almost  unlimited  motion.  You 
now  can  see  that  by  this  admirable  contri- 
vance, this  portion  of  the  nervous  system  is 
protected  alike  from  external  injury  as  from 
pressure  within,  and  consequently,  that  this 
column  becomes  the  most  moveable  and 
powerful  lever  of  the  whole  body. 

The  bones  being  a  fabric  of  organized 
parts,  and  forming  the  frame-work  on  which 
the  soft  parts  are  stretched  and  attached, 
are  variously  disposed  in  different  situations; 
in  some  they  are  arranged  in  the  form  of 
pillars  or  columns,  for  the  prehension  or 
supporfc,  as  the  bones  of  the  upper  and  low- 
er extremities ;  in  others  they  become  ex- 
panded, more  or  less  curved  upon  themselves 
to  form  enclosures  or  cavities  for  the  recep- 
tion and  protection  of  those  organs,  more 
immediately  essential  to  the  existence  or 
well-being  of  the  individual ;  the  eight  bones 
of  the  head  for  the  brain  and  its  appendages, 
the  twenty-four  ribs,  breast  bone  and  por- 
tion of  the  vertebral  column,  for  the  lungs, 
hciirt  and  its  large  vessels  ;  in  other  situa- 
tions, where  power  and  strength  are  required 
Rt  the  expense  of  motion,  the  bones  are 
gmnll,  closely  and  strongly  joined  to  one 
another  ;  for  example  the  eight  bones  of  the 
wrist,  and  the  seven  of  the  foot  proper. — 
Lastly  the  bonea  afford  firm  points  of  at- 
tachments for  the  muscles,  whereby  they 
are  truly  regarded  as  levers  acted  upon  in 
diferent  directions,  by  the  multiplied  and 
varied  contractions  of  these  organs. 

In  the  formation  of  the  bones,  we  have 
aBothsr  proof  of  Divine  Wisdom.  In  or- 
der not  to  augment  the  already  existing 
weight  cf  tho  body,  and  at  ibe  eam«   time 


cause  embarrassment  in  its  motions,  the 
bones  are  formed  externally  of  a  thin  layer 
or  crust  of  compact  bony  matter,  while  the 
inside  of  all  the  long  bones,  as  you  all  know, 
is  channelled  out  to  lodge  the  marrow;  other 
bones,  those  of  tho  short  and  flat  classes, 
are  most  generally  formed  of  loose  ossifio 
tissue,  filled  with  small  cells,  and  retaining 
a  fluid  analagous  to  marrow ;  the  outside  of 
these  bones  is  covered',  with  a  thin  layer  of 
compact  tissue.  The  bones  are,  therefore, 
rendered  lighter  without  in  the  least  degree 
abstracting  from  their  .strength  and  power. 
It  is  well  known  to  mechanics,  that  two  pil- 
lars of  given  length  and  diameter,  one  be- 
ing solid,  the  other  not,  the  first  by  a  heavy 
weight  will  break  immediately,  the  ono 
which  is  hollow,  on  the  contrary,  will  giv« 
somewhat,  bend,  and  only  break  under  twica 
the  amount  of  pressure  required  to  break 
the  first.  Knowing  now,  that  the  bones 
form  the  basis  of  molion  in  all  animals  en- 
dowed with  an  intern.al  skeleton,  they,  there- 
fore, do  not  form  a  continuous  whole,  but 
are  disposed  in  great  numbers,  and  in  such 
situations  as  the  different  motions  which 
man  is  susceptible  of  performing,  require. 
All  the  bones  constituting  the  skeleton, 
are  joined  together  in  different  modes,  and 
where  this  union  takes  place,  it  is  called  a 
joint  or  articulation.  Some  joints  are  im- 
moveable, the  means  of  union  in  these  case* 
are  not  by  ligaments,  but  by  saw-like  edges, 
formed  in  the  opposed  borders  of  ^the  bones, 
as  in  those  of  the  head,  and  face.  Other 
joints  have  but  little  motion,  as  in  the  wrist 
or  foot  ;  while  the  largest  number  constitute 
the  true  means  of  motion,  whereby  ihe  body 
is  carried  from  one  place  to  another.  Let 
me  direct  your  attention  for  one  moment 
to  the  admirable  provisions  existing  in  tha 
skeleton  for  these  locomotive  purposes. — 
On  looking  at  any  of  the  moveable  joints,  w^ 
perceive  that  in  order  to  obtain  the  most 
perfect  security,  the  bones  constituting  the 
joint, are  united  together  by  variously  shaped 
bands  of  extremely  tough  substance,  called 
ligaments;  this  structure,  although  so  strong, 
is  nevertheless  so  pliant  that  it  precludes  the 
parts  from  being  torn  asunder,  allowing  free- 
ly the  execution  of  every  variety  of  motion, 
except  in  those  cases  where  there  is  a  ten- 
dency to  carry  these  beyond  certain  limits, 
an  occurrence  which  cannot  take  place  with- 
out a  forcible  tearing  of  these  bands,  the 
result  of  which  accident  occasions  a  disloca- 
tion, or  the  bone  is  said  to  be  out  of  place. 
Other  means  have  been  provided  to  facili- 
tate  motion,  independent  of  the  ligamentg, 
in  retaining  the  articulating  surfaces  of  the 


ESSAYS- 


5'd 


bones  together.  The  ends  of  tho  bones 
where  they  meet  in  the  joints  are  S}Tamet- 
rically  adapted  to  each  other  ;  both  there- 
fore naturally  correspond,  the  asperities  are 
rounded  off,  and  the  surfaces  are  rendered 
smooth.  But  this  is  not  all.  Walk  into  a 
butcher's  shop  and  open  the  fresh  joint  in 
a  piece  of  meat,  you  will  see  that  the  hard, 
naked  surfaces  of  the  bones  are  not  made  to 
move  on  each  other,  but  that  they  are  coat- 
ed over  with  a  pearly-white,  highly  polished, 
and  to  a  certain  degree,  elastic  substance, 
named  cartilage,  and  familiarly  known  as 
gristle  ;  through  it  the  motion  is  rendered 
smooth  and  easy — the  jarring  effects  are  ob- 
riated,  and  any  shock  greatly  diminished. 
Let  me  prove  this  by  an  ezample  ;  it  fre- 
quently happens  that  a  man  will  fall  from  a 
building,  or  from  some  elevated  position, 
and  alight  upon  his  feet,  sustaining  little  or 
no  injury  save  a  general  commotion  of  the 
body,  the  reason  of  this  is  as  follows  :  Had 
the  naked  surfaces  of  the  bones  been  in  con- 
tact, apart  from  feeling  the  shock  very  se- 
verely throughout  ihe  body,  he  might  suc- 
cumb in  a  very  short  time  to  consecutive 
inflaraation,  the  result  of  injury  done  to  some 
important  organ,  the  brain  more  especially; 
but  the  cartilage  on  the  ends  of  the  bones 
have  yielded,  have  become  compressed,there 
was  a  decomposition  of  the  shock  at  each 
joint,  and  through  the  resiliency  of  the  same 
cartilage,  nothing  more  than  a  slight  and 
nniversal  jar  was  felt.  The  use  of  this  sub- 
stance may  be  aptly  compared  to  the  elastic 
springs  attached  behind  railroad  cars  to 
prevent  concussion,  when  they  strike  one 
against  another  ;  the  same  comparison  holds 
good  in  relation  to  the  steel  springs  of  our 
eommon  pleasure  carriages. 


Coiitagionisna. 

The  greater  part  of  Italy  is  shackled  by 
quarantines  to  prevent  the  spread  of  chol- 
era. Tuscany,  Peidmont,  Lorabardy,  and 
the  kingdom  of  Naples  have  established 
these  restrictions,  at  from  two  to  ten  days, 
according  to  the  part  whence  the  vessel  is 
coming.  The  islands  of  Sardinia  and  Elba 
have  adopted  tho  same  measures.  But  the 
cholera  has  nevertheless  broken  out  in  the 
latter  places,  and  it  is  doubtful  whether 
quarantines  will  be  more  effectual  in  Italy 
than  elsewhere. 


French  Iflospitul  at  Tca'a  Crtsz. 

The  French  residing  at  Vera  Cruz  have 
lately  founded  an  hospital  for  the  reception 
of  their  countrymen.  The  establishment 
has  been  placed  under  tho  direction  of  Dr. 
Edcrawick. 


Proportion  of  Nutritive  materials 
IN  Different  articles  of  food. — Of  all 
the  alimentary  substances  bread  is  one  of  the 
most  nourishing,  as  it  contains  80  per  cent, 
of  nutritive  materials  ;  peas  and  beans  how- 
ever, contain  from  92  to  93  per  cent,  of 
them.  Butchers  meat  contains  on  an  aver- 
age 35 per  cent.;  potatoes  25  per  cent.;  car- 
rots, 14  per  cent.;  greens  and  turnips,  8. 
Thus  a  pound  of  good  bread  is  equal  to  2^ 
or  3  pounds  of  best  potatoes,  and  75  pounds 
of  bread  with  30  pounds  of  meat,  are  equal 
to  300  pounds  of  potatoes.  But  a  fact  wor- 
thy of  notice  is,  that  one  pound  of  rice  or 
beans  is  equal  to  three  pounds  of  potatoes. 

Modern  French  Necessities. — Among 
the  numerous  objects  lately  exhibited  in 
Paris,  at  the  quinquennial  show  of  French 
manufacture,  was  a  cab,  fitted  up  as  a  bath- 
ing room,  where  a  bath  might  be  taken,  and 
time  saved,  whilst  proceeding  from  one  placa 
to  another.  A  peculiar  sort  of  alarum  cof- 
fin was  also  noticed,  which  is  so  contrived, 
that  the  slightest  movement  of  the  corpso 
therein  placed  will  give  rise  to  a  most  deaf- 
ening noise,  capable  of  calling  a  whole  neigh- 
borhood tca;ether.  The  invester  calls  it 
cercucil  musique  (musical  coffin.) 

Generous  conduct  of  Medical  Stu- 
dents IN  Paris. — Our  readers  are  aware 
that  the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine,  in  Paris,  is, 
for  the  most  part  inhabited  by  the  working 
classes.  The  cholera  has  made  sad  havoo 
among  them  ;  and  the  deaths  were  so  nu- 
merous, that  the  authorities  had  to  engage 
the  pupils  of  the  Val  de  Grace  (a  military 
hospital  and  school  where  young  men  are 
trained  for  medical  and  surgical  appoint- 
ments in  the  army)  to  make  visits  from 
house  to  house,  and  give  in  the  returna  of 
mortality.  These  young  men  were  to  have 
two  francs  for  each  visit,  but  they  agreed 
among  themselves  that  this  salary  of  theira 
should  form  a  fund  to  be  devoted  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  children  bereft  by  the  diseased. — 
£50  were  thus  distributed  by  the  mayor  of 
the  12th  district.  We  are  happy  to  record 
acts  of  this  nature,  and  congratulate  these 
young  men  on  their  generous  conduct. — 
London  Lancet. 


FcETAL  Disease.— The  Csssarean  opera- 
tion was  lately  performed  at  Molenbeck  St. 
Jean,  in  Belgium,  on  a  woman  who  died  of 
cholera,  and  who  was  very  near  her  confine- 
ment. The  child  lived  only  a  few  hours, 
and  presented  all  tho  symptoms  of  the  dis- 
ease which  had  been  fatal  to  tha  mother. — 
Gaeeite  M^diccU. 
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Dislocation  of  the  Humerua 

BY  O.  TERRY,  M.  D. 

To  THE  Editors  of  the 

Northern  Lancet  : 
Gentlemen  : — Some  ten  months  since, 
I  was  called  to  Mr.  P.,  to  set  his  shoulder. 
He  was  a  muscular  man,  aged  about  sixty- 
five.  On  examination  I  found  it  to  be  a 
dislocation  of  the  humerus  into  the  axilla, 
and  was  caused  by  a  blow  from  a  horse. — 
The  symptoms  were  as  follows  :  A  hollow 
below  the  acromion,  by  the  displacement 
of  the  head  of  the  humerus  from  the  glan- 
oid  cavity,  the  roundness  of  the  shoulder 
was  destroyed,  the  deltoid  muscle  was  flat- 
tened and  dragged  down  with  the  depressed 
head  of  the  bone.  The  elbow  was  with 
difficulty  brought  to  his  side,  from  pain 
produced  by  the  head  of  the  bone  upon  the 
nerves  in  the  axilla.  The  head  of  the  os 
humeri  was  easily  felt.  After  ascertaining 
fully  the  difficulty,  I , attempted  to  replace 
the  bone  by  seating  the  patient  in  a  low 
ehair,  separating  the  arm  from  the  side, 
and  carrying  my  knee  into  the  axilla,  let- 
ting my  foot  at  the  same  time  rest  on  the 
side  of  the  chair.  Then  taking  hold  of  the 
arm  firmly,  just  above  the  elbow  joint, 
and  placing  my  other  hand  on  his  shoulder, 
I  endeavored  to  draw  the  arm  over  the 
knee  and  by  raising  it  slip  the  bone  into  its 
place.  But  I  found  that  the  contraction 
of  the  muscles,  especially  the  deltoid  and 
and  supra  spinatous,  most  powerfully  re- 
BiBted  reduction  in  this  accident  and  seeing 
I  was  in  need  of  more  help,  I  sent  for  my 
brother,  Dr.  Terry,  of  Redford,  (as  we  as- 
sist each  other  in  difficult  cases.)  This 
probably  was  more  difficult  on  account  of 
an  injury  he  had  received  previous  to  this, 
upon  the  shoulder,  and  since  which,  he 
Btated,  he  had  not  been  able  to  raise  his 
hand  to  his  head.  I  placed  him  in  as  com- 
fortable position  as  possible,  leaving  him 
until  aesistanoe  could  be  obtained.  When 
my  brother  arrived  we  made  an  attempt  as 
before,  and  also  by  the  heel  in  the  axilla, 
bet  to  no  effect.     We  consnlt'od  a  moment 


and  bled  him,  putting  him  on  to  tartarized 
antimony,  about  one  grain  in  every  fifteen 
minutes,  till  the  sj'^stem  should  be  relaxed, 
whereby    we    might   be   able    to    reduce 
the  luxation.     We  saw  him  as  soon  as  he 
became  nauseated,    and    commenced    the 
operation.     Things  not   being  very  conve- 
nient, we  seated  him  in  a  low  chair,  drove 
a  staple  into  a  post  at  the  side  of  the  house, 
then  making  a  slit  in  a  sheet  through  which 
we  passed  his  arm,  and  the  sheet  to  the 
staple,  fastening  it    there.     Then    having 
placed  a  wetted  roller  just  above  the  elbow 
joint,  I  commenced  making  extension  upon 
the  arm  while  my  brother  placed  his  knee 
in  the  axilla,  grasping  at  the  same  time  the 
arm  just  above  the  elbow  with  one  hand  and 
pressing  upon  the  acromion   process  with 
the  other,  while  I  was  making  permanent 
extension  he  drew  the  arm  over  the  knee, 
and  on  raising  it  the  bone  gently  slipped 
into    its  place.     When  the  reduction  waa 
completed,  a   small  cushion  was  made  and 
placed  in  the   axilla,  and  then  fixed  by  a 
figure  eight  bandage,  to  prevent  the  head 
of  the  bone  from  slipping  out  of  its  place. 
We  also  made  a  sling  to  be  worn  to  support 
the  arm  and  ordered  him  to  keep  it  at  rest 
and  wet  with  spirit  and  water  if  there  should 
be  any  inflammation,  telling  him  I   would 
see  him  next  day.     1  did  so,  found   him 
comfortable  as  could  be  expected,  having 
rested  well  during  the  night.     I  examined 
his  shoulder  and  found  all   right.     I  also 
saw  him  the  next  day  and  all  was  going  on 
well.     I  saw  him  on  the  fourth  day,  he  waa 
up,  and  free  from  pain.     I  prepared  him  a 
volatile  liniment,  ordered  him  to  rub  on  a 
little  occasionally,  and  to  keep  the  arm  in 
the  sling  while  walking,  but  when  lying,  to 
let  it  lay  by  his  side,  if  he  would   be  more 
comfortable,  and  told  him  I  would  see  him 
occasionally.     He  was  at  that  time  able  to 
walk  where  he  pleased,  and  being  a  frequent 
visitor  at  the  grocery,  I   used  often  to  S6« 
him  pass.     All  things  appeared  to  go  on 
well  for  a  month.     Having  business  in  Ver- 
mont on  which  I    should    be   absent  a  few 
weeks,  I  told  him  if   he  should  have  any 
trouble,  to  call  on  my  brother. 

I  was  absent,  as  I  expected,  about  thr«e 
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weeks,  and  the  next  day  after  my  return, 
meeting  him  iu  the  road,  I  enquired  how  his 
shoulder  was  getting  along.  He  replied, 
"  My  shoulder  is  not  right."  I  asked  him 
to  walk  in  ("as  my  office  was  but  a  few  steps 
distant)  and  let  me  make  an  ezamination. 
His  excuse  was,  iie  had  not  time.  I  then 
asked  him  if  he  would  call  the  next  day. 
This  time  his  answer  was  that  he  did  not 
wish  to  have  me  make  an  examination. — 
Two  days  after,  I  went  in  company  with 
my  brother,  on  purpose  to  examine  his 
shoulder,  but  he  was  unwilling  we  should 
even  see  it.  We  then  began  to  think  from 
hia  unwillingness  that  we  should  see  it  and 
from  the  stories  that  he  reported,  which 
were  not  a  few,  that  he  had  some  object  in 
view,  other  than  he  should  have.  This  ob- 
ject will  doubtless  be  understood  by  a  part 
of  those  who  receive  the  Lancet  and  by 
whom,  especially  our  medical  associates, 
we  have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  kind- 
ness. 

Saranac,  Feb.  11,1850. 


[The  value  and  interest  of  Dr.  Terry's 
commnnication,  will  be  fully  appreciated 
by  the  general  reader,  after  he  has  perused 
the  remarks  we  have  made  upon  the  case, 
and  which  we  are  compelled  to  postpone  to 
our  next  number.  The  Dr's.  communica- 
tions will  always  receive  a  welcome  inser- 
tion ;  and  we  trust  that  our  friends  in  and 
out  of  the  county  will  follow  his  example, 
and  communicate  freely  with   one  another 


through  our  columns.] 
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An  Old  Doctor. 


To  THE  Editors  of  the 

Northern  Lancet  : 

Gentlemen  : — It  is  well  known  that 
almost  every  town  and  village  has  its  im- 
pudent and  ignorant  quack,  who  prides 
himself  in  boldly  bearding  the  regular 
physician,  and  interferes  with  Lira  at  every 
turn.  Within  a  narrow  circle,  in  the  im- 
mediate  vicinity  of  my  residence,  are  six  ^o  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  every  man,  and  ara 


the  most  superficial,  of  of  no  common 
school  education ;  three  cannot  read  ;  th« 
remaining  with  very  little  good  sens©, 
scarcely  fitted  by  nature  to  walk  in  the 
lowest  ranks  of  society,  have  assumed  tha 
"  Doctor,"  and  work  by  steam,  red  pepper 
and  lobelia.  I  speak  from  facts  within  my 
own  knowledge.  Such  are  my  competitors, 
and  they  beat  me  all  hollow  in  the  race  of 
public  favor.  Alas  !  pity  the  sorrows  of  a 
poor  old  man  !  The  sage,  who  the  other 
day,  earned  an  honest  living  as  a  laboring 
mechanic,  is  now  drinking  and  bustling 
from  house  to  house,  dispensing  either 
health,  disease,  or  death,  with  the  confi- 
dence of  infallible  wisdom,  and  prescribing 
ten  times  where  yourselves  or  I  would  pre- 
scribe once. 

The  law  cannot  silence  these  persons, 
their  course  is  onward,  as  long  as  ignoranoa 
and  prejudice  prevail  among  us.  All  we 
have  to  do,  is,  sweetly  to  think  that  if  wo 
have  been  cajoled  into  an  expensive  line  of 
study,  we  must  make  the  best  of  a  bad  bar- 
gain, we  must  bear  the  loss  of  our  folly,  or 
our  misfortune  ;  but  let  us  not  be  so  very 
dishonest  to  the  rising  generation  of  medical 
men,  as  to  mislead  them  because  we  have 
been  misled  ;  let  us  rather  tell  them  honest- 
ly and  at  once,  that  they  have  no  occasion 
to  sacrifice  their  precious  time,  health,  and 
money,  in  the  painful  and  laborious  pursuit 
of  medical  and  surgical  knowledge,  let  us 
discard  prejudice,  and  direct  the  aspirant 
to  ''the  bold  career  of  the  irregular  prac- 
titioner ;  let  him  come  out  of  school,  hang 
up  the  shingle  to  the  breeze  of  fortune,  and 
go  to  work.  Why  should  you,  gentlemen, 
and  I,  daily  augment  the  number  of  our 
grey  hairs  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  when 
our  very  labor,  taken  in  the  aggregate,  is 
prejudicial  to  ourselves.  Oh  !  for  the  days 
when  the  doctor  acquired  honor,  as  his  pa- 
tient, after  a  long  and  doubtful  struggle, 
recovered,  in  spite  of  his  drugs  and  blun- 
ders, days  not  positively  gone  by,  but  they 


persons  who  exercise  the  solemn  and  all  but 
sacred  functions  of  the  medical  profession. 
Yet,  gentlemen,  four,  at  least,  of  these  six, 


wonderfully  and  ruinously  abridged  by  the 
labors  of  the  Geese  of  the  profession. — 
Do  the  lawyers  act  thus  >  too  shrew-d  and 


are  men  of  the  grossest  ignorance  and   of!  too  prudent  are  they.     Does  any  claw  (?f 
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tradesmen  act  thus  ?  no,  they  are  men  of 
good  solid  sense.  All  other  classes  of  so- 
ciety continue  to  protect  and  augment  their 
individual  interests,  in  common.  We  have 
the  prohibitory  laws,  as  regards  produce 
and  manufactures  ;  who  interferes  with  the 
grave  followers  of  Blackstone  ?  But  hold  I 
should  a  dunce,  by  bad  grammar,  or  by 
bad  law,  cause  an  obscurity  in  a  will,  which 
may  require  the  luminaries  of  chancery  to 
render  legible,  at  the  expense  of  a  few 
thousand  dollars  to  the  unfortunate  client, 
this  is  ail  right,  just  so  !  And  the  learned 
sages  may  safely  congratulate  themselves 
on  their  blunders,  as  they  court  the  golden 
gains,  protected  as  they  are  by  common 
usage  !  Let  us  apply  our  latent  genius,  if 
we  have  any,  in  gaining  the  confidence  of 
our  patients  ;  let  us  throw  "regular  physic" 
to  the  dogs,  and  with  pepper  in  our  pock- 
ets, a  wanning  pan  in  one  hand,  and  lobelia 
in  the  other,  come  out  triumphantly,  and 
depend  on  it,  we  will  gain  in  fortune  and 
reputation.  Am  I  not  right  t  What  has 
society  done  for  us,  that  we  should  thus 
labor  for  its  good  and  our  own  injury .-' — 
The  quacks,  I  begin  to  guess,  are  the  only 
rational  men  in  the  medical  profession  !  ! 

Of  the  great  mass  of  society,  but  very 
few  are  capable  of  forming  a  tolerable  esti- 
taate  of  the  relative  merits  of  any  two  per- 
sons claiming  to  be  medical  men,  though 
the  one  shall  be  the  most  ignorant,  and  the 
other  the  mosL  learned  person  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  Is  it  not,  then,  the  im- 
perative duty  of  the  conservative  body  ,  to 
protect  this  immense  majority  from  the  most 
insiduous,  the  most  fatal  injuries  to  which 
they  are  hereby  exposed  ?  Horrible  I  ter- 
rible !  gentlemen,  are  the  facts  that  now 
press  on  my  memory.  I  have  been  thirty 
years  in  the  service.  The  higher  class  of 
medical  practitioners  in  the  country  could, 
I  am  persuaded,  unfold  such  secrets  as 
would  astound  mankind.  I  say  the  hio-her 
elaes,  because  they  are  more  frequently 
called  on  by  the  suffering  and  doubtinfr 
patient,  though  this  is  very  seldom,  for 
these  quaoks,  for  reasons  suSciently  ob- 
vious, assume  the  utmost  confidence,  and 
^Tenuously  olject  to  any   interference,  bo-  '' 


cause  if  infallibility  be  any   where,  it  ic 
with  themselves. 

An  immense  majority  of  society  is  un- 
protected, and  from  their  want  of  knowl- 
edge, cannot  protect"  themselves,  they  are 
at  the  mercy  of  the  unprincipled  quack, 
whose  pilferings  might  excite  a  smile,  if  i* 
were  not  accompanied  by  personal  I  injury, 
and  frequently  by  death,  is  it  not  then  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  legislature  to  look 
into  this  matter  .'  I  alledge,  gentlemen, 
tliat  the  most  frightful  evils,  and  to  a  very 
astonishing  extent,  are  constantly  endured 
by  a  very  large  portion  of  society,  from  un- 
principled persons  practicing  both  medicine 
and  surger}^,  this  is  a  hidden  evil,  and  only 
to  be  dragged  to  light  by  the  profession 
itself,  for  no  other  body  of  men  can  detect 
it.  Is  the  State  justified  in  permitting  such 
monsters  to  prey  on  their  fellow  creatures  ? 

It  v/as  not  my  design,  when  I  took  up  my 
pen  to  write  a  long  letter ;  but  the  subject 
urged  me  on.  As  it  is,  I  forward  it  on  to 
you,  trusting  you  will,  with  all  its  faults, 
give  it  a  place  in  your  excellent  journal. 

Wishing   for   your  Lancet,  a   long  and 
prosperous  career,  battling  manfully  for  the 
welfare  of   society,  and  thereby  the  protec- 
tion of  our  rights,   believe   me  your  sup 
porter  and  true  friend, 

AN  OLD  DOCTOR. 
Essex  Cou.vtv,  February  1850. 


Medicine  in  Arabia. — Arabian  physi- 
cians, it  would  appear,  can  make  little  pre- 
tence to  knowledge  or  skill.  They  arrange 
the  different  morbid  states  under  the  cate- 
gories of  phlegm,  bile,  water,  blood  and  air. 
Their  standard  work  is  the  code  of  Aricen- 
na,  and  the  latest  one  that  of  David.  Who- 
ever aims  at  the  dignity  of  a  physician  makes 
a  copy  of  these  works,  and  commit  their 
contents  to  memory.  The  operations  they 
perform  are,  bloodletting,  scarifications, 
cupping  and  circumcision,  and  they  some- 
times venture  to  amputate.  Luxations  are 
mostly  left  to  themselves,  when  the  first  re- 
ductions have  failed.  They  are  generally 
dealers  in  drugs,  are  held  ia  little  estima- 
tioa,  and  rariy  acquire  any  property; 

Veterinary  Schools. — We  hear  that 
the  Veterinary  of  Ai.f'ort,  near  Paris,  ha* 
iust  been  dissolved. — Gazette  Medicals. 
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Plattsburgh,  February,  1850. 

"truth  without  fear." 


'."  All  articles  in  tliis  department,  for  which  the  writer 
fnlj/  becomes  responsible,  will  be  designated  as  follows: 
FKANdis  J.  D'AviGrjL'N,  " 
Horace  Nelson,  t 


AnOidDoctol'. 


,»_i 


We  much  regret  that  '•'An  Old  Doctor" 
has  -with  too  much  modesty  withheld  his 
aame  from  the  public,  in  connection  with 
his  communication  portraying  in  lively  and 
faithful  colors,  the  medical  canvass  of  a 
portion  of  Essex  county.  That  county  is 
peculiarly  and  bountifully  blessed  with  the 
presence  of  numberless  unqualified  practi- 
tioners, whose  general  merits  to  "favorable 
consideration,"  he  has  with  a  temperate 
hand  slightly  sketched  ;  from  the  mountain 
side  to  the  shade  of  the  valley— along  the 
highways — enseoned  in  some  dilapidated 
tenement,  tlie  cast  otT  Irabitation  of  some 
bold  and  daring  hunter,  or  perchance  the 
winter  hut  of  the  hearty  lumbering  men, 
like  a  modern  Druid,  do  we  find  the  man  ; 
he  selects  the  small  villages  and  remote 
towns  as  the  scene  of  his  labors,  shunning 
the  ptecincts  of  large  villages  and  thick 
settlements  ;  exemplifying  the  adage,"birds 
of  a  feather  flock  together  ;"  he  courts  the 
most  ignorant,  and  of  those  who,  by  their 
limited  means  and  remoteness,  are  pre- 
cluded from  calling  upon  the  physician  they 
would  desire,  therefore,  in  very  many  in- 
Btances,  the  poorer  classes  are  compelled, 
from  urgent  necessity,  to  place  themselves 
under  the  care  of  the  charlatan.  With 
cunning  paramount  to  his  ignorance  and 
dishonesty,  he  knows  how  to  ingratiate 
himself  into  the  favors  of  that  class  of  peo- 
ple, being,  in  every  essential  point,  one  of 
their  number,  by  his  manners,  his  habits, 
and  his  disposition.  Seldom  does  he  re- 
sort  to  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  his  on- 
ly means  of  support ;  he  generally  combines 
with  the  title  of  doctor,  that  of  grocer,  shoe- 
maker, or  blacksmith.     A  person  requiring 


something  from  him  in  one  of  these  capa- 
cities, the  moment  he  enters  the  "sanctum" 
is  minutely  questioned  regarding  the  stata 
of  his  health,  mysterious  words,  knowing 
winks,  with  a  good  amount  oifeelhig,  does 
the  work — the  man  feels  sick,  hurries 
home  with  a  parcel  of  medicine,  and  to  the 
bed  he  goes,  awaiting  the  promised  cure. 

Others  of  the  same  class  will  walk  thd 
streets,  and  with  the  most  owlish  v/is- 
dom,  stop  the  first  person  passing.  Last 
summer,  as  we  were  walking  somewhat  has- 
tily over  the  bridge  in  this  village,  we  wera 
very  suddenly  stopped  by  a  hand  upon  tho 
shoulder,  and  turning  round  were  saluted 
with  "young  man  you  arc  sick."  This 
very  unexpected  and  unwelcome  intelli^  « 
gence  brought  us  to  a  stand,  we  examined 
our  interlocutor.  Shade  of  a  chancellor's 
wig  !  what  sublime  wisdom,  depth  of  feel- 
ing were  delineated  in  the  haggard  and 
cutting  features,  of  a  man  pressed  down 
by  premature  old  age,  the  fruits  of  intem- 
perance in  early  life,  and  by  the  weight  of 
of  enormous  saddle-^bags,  such  was  the  man 
who  was  promising  us  long  life  and  good 
old  age,  if  we  would  take  a  parcel  of  "  roots 
and  harbs  "  and  all  that  for  one  dollar.  A 
few  words  to  this  new  genus  doctor,  satis- 
fied him  that  he  had  caught  a  Tartar  j  he 
returned  the  parcel  to  the  bag,  and  politely 
apologising,  honestly  told  us  that  he  had 
mistaken  his  man,  and  that  he  only  expect- 
ed to  get  something  from  the  ignorant  and 
imbecile,  in  the  same  manner  he  addressed 
several  other  persons,  and  with  the  samo 
results.  We  had  occasion  to  meet  that 
man  in  the  evening,  at  the  house  of  a  pa- 
tient, where  he  had  taken  a  night's  lodging, 
for  the  consideration  of  a  bottle  of  rattle- 
snake's oil,  a;nd  expressing  himself  dissat- 
isfied with  the  health  of  the  good  people  of 
Plattsburgh,  at  the  same  time  asking  us  to 
furnish  him  with  a  prescription  for  rheu- 
matism ! 

The  doctor's  communication  requires 
some  further  comments  at  our  hands,  which 
we  will  do  in  a  succeeding  number.  By© 
the  bye,  venerable  friend,  you  must  certain- 
ly have  forgotten  your  spectacles  the  last 
time  we  saw  you.     You  speak  of  augment- 
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man  !     No,  you  must  have  thought  of  our 
•onfere.  -f 

Mciiry  TVordcn,  Chazy. 


ing   daily   our  grey   hairs— only   twenty- 1      To  the  non-professional   Reader.— 
•ight,  last  January,   and  bo  Boon  an    old  Very  many  persons  are  laboring  under  the 

impression  that  tha  Lancet  is,  and  will  be 
Bolely  deroted  to  the  medical  and  legal 
sciences,  and  that  therefore  its  contents  are 
entirely  foreign  to  them,  and  from  which 
This  unfortunate  man,  whose  attempt  on  jti^ey  can  derive  neither  instruction  nor 
the  life  of  his  son,  on  the  17th  day  of  last  profit.  This  and  the  first  number  contain- 
November,  caused  so  much  excitement  Ld  moro  medical  matter  than  we  desired, 
throughout  the  county,  was  held  to  trial  on  Lnd  than  will  be  found  in  the  succeeding 
the  7th  Feb.,  at  the  Clinton  county  crim-  L^^^ers  of  our  publication.  Our  readers 
mal  term.     Assisted  by  Mr.  M.  Desmond,  ^^^^  ^u  ^^  ^^^^^  ^f  ^^e  difficulty  attendant 


we  have  taken  a  full  and  minute  report  of 
the  evidence  of  the  different  witnesses,  as 
also  the  addresses  of  the  gentlemen  con- 
ducting the  case,  and  the  able  presentment 
of  the  Hon.  A.  C.  Hand,  presiding  judge. 
The  whole  of  this  trial  forms  a  sad  picture 
of  the  depravity  of  the  human  heart — the 
Bmothering  of  the  kindlier  feelings  of  na- 
ture, by  the  most  malicious  and  diabolical 
passions — a  father   the  would  be  murderer 


upon  any  enterprise  and  more  especially 
on  one  of  a  literary  character — much  time 
must  be  devoted  to  the  publishing  depart- 
ment, the  appointing  of  agencies,  &c. — 
we  therefore  had  to  rely  upon  our  owa  ex- 
ertions in  preparing  the  two  first  numbers, 
though  we  have  this  day  to  acknowledge 
the  assistance  of  two  friends,  by  their  com- 
munications. The  Retrospect  will  be  con- 
ducted with   the  view   of  expressing  ideas 


of  a  son-a  younger  son  of  fourteen  years,  j^  ^  g^^^j  ^^^^^  ^^^  conveying  them  in  a 
attempting  the  justification  of  a  wretched  igij^j.^  time,— we  shall  condense  the  articles 
father,  and  the  incrimination  of  an  outlaw-  ^g  much  as  they  can  possibly  be  done,  and 
ed  brother— the  differences  which  for  some  gtju  ^gtain  their  practical  value.  A  large 
years  past  have  estranged  the  feelings  of;  portion  of  the  Lancet  will  be  appropriated 
the  members  of  the  Worden  family — thelfoj.  communications,  whether  of  a  purely 
powerful  efforts  made  by  the  gentlemen 
conducting  the  defence  to  impeach  the 
evidence  of  reputable  persons — the  master- 
ly prosecution — and  the  verdict  of  the  jury, 
has  made  it  a  very  remarkable  and  interest- 
ing case.  In  the  next  number  of  the 
Lancet,  we  shall   present  the  case  to  our 


readers,    premising    that   this  will   be  the 


scientific  character,  or  of  the  higher  brancb- 
es  of  general  literature  ;  in  this  respect  we 
call  upon  our  friends  for  such  papers  on 
arts,  sciences,  and  belle-letters,  which  can- 
not but  prove  highly  acceptable  to  the 
general  reader.  In  one  word,  our  endeav- 
ors will  be  directed  to  make  our  Lancet  a 
Home  Journal,  as  interesting  and  varied  in 


first  of  reports  of  criminal  cases,  which 'jts  character,  as  we  have  been  generou.sly 
in  their  minutest  details,  will  be  accepta- '  patronized  by  all  classes  of  citizens. 

ble  to  even  the  most  fastidious,  and  wej  

would  deem  it  a  favor,  if  gentlemen  of  the  Doctors  for  California. — It  appears 
bar,  living  in  the  neighboring  counties,  that  the  gold  country  has  excited  cupidity 
would  give  us  timely  notice  of  the  coming  in  every  shape.  According  to  the  French 
on  of  such  caseSjWhen  we  would  in  person  re- j  papers,  a  certain  number  of  adventures 
port  them,  or  if  impossible  for  us  to  be,  were  preparing  to  proceed  to  the  Sacramen- 
present,  we  would  make  such  arrrngemonts  to,  and  offer  their  medical  services  to  the 
as  to  secure  a  full  and  complete  report  of  I  diggers.  They  have  hit  on  a  strange  trick 
the  proceedings.  f      by  which  they  enrol  themself  clandestinely 

I  among  the  profession.     The  widows  of  med- 

At  the  commencement  of  acute  diseases,  i  ical  men  are  sought  after,  and  offered  very 
as  in  small-pox,  distortion  of  the  eyes  indi-  handsome  sums  for  the  diplomas  of  their 
catesa  violent  disease,  but  not  a  fatal  termi- 1  husbands,  with  which  these  enterprising 
nation.  !  gentlemen  intend  to  practice  in  California. 
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Our  Coutemporaries. 


We  had  anticipated  giving  two  portraits 
in  the  present  number,  but  circumstances 
beyond  our  control,  have  forced  us  to  post- 
pone publishing  the  Portrait  and  Biograph- 
ical sketch  of  Judge  Stetson.  An  increase 
of  professional  engagements,  our  attendance 
at  the  court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  as  evi- 
dence in  one  case,  and  reporter  in  another, 
has  not  allowed  us  the  time  required  to  do 
the  justice  the  honorable  gentleman  is  en- 
titled to.  ' 

Our  sketches,  we  hope,  will  be  perused 
with  pleasure,  and  we  doubt  not  by  many 
with  information.  All,  or  very  nearly  all, 
our  prominent  men  cannot  pride  themselves 
upon  a  "  titled  birth  ;"  many  have  begun 
their  career  from  very  small  beginnings, 
some  from  the  chilling  depths  of  poverty 
and  ignorance  ;  with  no  friends,  nor  the 
support  and  influence  of  the  great  and 
powerful,  to  urge  them  on  or  to  praise  their 
feeble  efforts,  they  have  schooled  the  tal- 
ents nature  had  in  some  instances  with  a 
sparing  hand  bestowed  on  them  ;  the  rays 
of  hope,  ever  bright,  ever  encouraging, 
smilingly  illumined  their  path,  they  were 
determined  to  do  something,  and  through 
difficulties,  oppositions,  and  favored  with 
scanty  resources,  they  have  gradually  and 
successfully  ascended  the  scale  of  public 
esteem  and  confidence,  and  now,  pride  them- 
selves in  the  enjoyment  of  situations  of 
honor,  wealth  and  influence ;  how  have 
they  thus  succeeded  ? — they  persevered  ; 
despair,  if  it  ever  encircled  them  with  her 
dark  and  gloomy  clouds,  was  instantaneous- 
ly dispelled  by  their  well  applied  and  di- 
rected energies. 

The  northern  counties  are  prominent, 
more  by  their  political  and  legal  men  than 
by  those  of  the  medical  calling ;  we  are 
justly  proud  of  them.  Many  know  them 
as  they  are,  but  few  know  them  as  they 
were  ;  they  are  bright  examples  of  what  a 
lofty  determination  will  achieve ;  they  are 
men  of  the  people,  their  public  life  and 
actions  are  ours,  and  we  should  havo  just 
cause  of  appreciating  them  ;  with  thia  in- 
tention do  we  take  up  the  delicate  and  re- 


sponsible pen  of  the  biographer,  to  present 
our  readers  with  slight  but  truthful  sketch- 
es of  every  man's  friend.  In  the  perform- 
ance of  our  duty,  we  shall  carefully  endeav- 
or to  discriminate  between  just  praise  and 
vain  flattery  ;  we  will  write  with  a  bold  and 
impartial  hand  ;  and  while  with  a  faithful 
pencil,  we  shall  depict  in  our  pages,  one 
after  another,  the  different  phases  in  th« 
life  of  these  persons,  we  will  do  it  with  the 
two-fold  intention,  of  praising  them  for 
their  fnergy,  and  hold  them  up  as  bright 
examples  to  be  followed  by  every  one 
whom  nature  has  not  entirely  discarded  in 
her  gifts. 

Our  readers  must  expect  that  in  those 
instances  where  we  have  the  advantage  of 
personal  acquaintance  with  the  originals, 
we  can  speak  with  more  confidence ;  in 
other  cases,  we  will  welcome  to  our  aid  the 
friendly  assistance  of  some  of  the  elderly 
residents  of  this  and  the  neighboring  towns, 
to  recall  to  mind  the  days  long  gone  bye 
— the  days  of  careless,  happy,  and  hopeful 
youth — the  days  of  tumult  and  eventful 
manhood.      ^ 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  Mooers,  is  from  the 
graver  of  Wm.  Roberts,  Esq.,  of  Now 
York,  a  gentleman  whose  artistical  merits 
require  no  eulogium  on  our  part,  being,  as 
he  is,  one  of  the  first  of  wood  portrait  en- 
gravers in  the  United  States.  The  Da- 
guerreotype, a  remarkably  correct  portrait 
of  our  qjuch  respected  friend,  was  executed 
by  Mr.  William  G.  Brown  of  this  village, 
who  for  some  years  past  has  been  perfect- 
ing himself  in  the  study  and  manipulations 
of  the  Daguerrean  process.  We  feel  some 
pleasure  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Brown's  por- 
traits— the  boldness  of  expression— the  force 
of  well  relieved  shadows — the  natural  ease 
— the  freedom  from  that  stiffness  and  con- 
straint which  so  frequently  destroy  the  effect 
of  an  otherwise  good  picture,  are  peculiar 
merits  of  this  artist.  We  speak  knowingly, 
on  the  subjects  of  paintings,  drawings  and 
portraits. 

Judge  Stetson's  portrait  and  biography 
will  appear  in  the  next  number. 

THE  HON.  HENRY  H.  ROSS,  OF 
ESSEX. 

We  shall  also  in  our  March  number  pre« 
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Bent  tlie  biographical  sketch  of  the  above 
named  gentleman — who  as  a  political  man, 
a  man  of  science  and  education,  or  in  the 
humble  walks  of  a  retired  citizen,  by  com- 
papn  consent  is  ouo  of  the  very  first  men 
in  northern  New  York.  I 


Qur  Portrait  Gallery,  with  Biographies, 

BY   HORACE   NELSON,    M.    D. 


jpENJAMIN  JOHN  MOORES,  M.  D. 


B.  J.  Mooers,  the  Dean  of  the  Medical 
profession  in  Clinton  County,  and  only 
child  of  John  Mooers,  was  born  in  Haver- 
bill,  Mass., on  the  11th  Sept.  1787.  Shortly 
after,  the  father  left  Haverhill  for  Corinth, 
N.  H.,  with  the  intention  of  bettering  his 
circumstances,  and  there  applledhimself  as 
»  farmer ;  but  the  labor  incidental  to  the 
cultivation  of  a  large  farm,  with  the  rude, 
cumbersome  and  profitless  implements  of 
the  day  ;  a  constitutionally  feeble  frame  and 
declining  health,  rendered  his  situation  pre- 
carious, and  filled  his  mind  with  gloomy 
thoughts  relative  to  the  futuH  welfare  of 
bis  little  family  ;  when  a  home  was  kindly 
tendered  him  by  his  brother.  General  Ben- 
jamin Mooers,  a  wealthy  and  influential  cit- 
izen of  Pointe-aux-Roches,  then  Plattburgh. 
On  the  25th  of  March,  1793,  John  Mooers, 
bis  wife  and  child  six  years  old  walked  over 
broken  and  breaking  ice  from  the  Grand 
Isle,  to  the  Northeast  part  of  Plattburgh, 
now  the  East  district  of  Beekmantown.  Dr. 
Mooer's  father,  was  immediately  engafed 
by  his  brother,  as  superintendent  of  a  busi- 
ness carried  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  com- 
bining that  of  tradesman  and  manufacturer. 

yhe  majestic  forests,  with  their  broad  and 
deep  foliage  shading  the  sites  of  Chazy, 
Point-aux-Roches,  and  Beekmantown,  were 
thinly  settled  with  a  few  scattering  huts  of 
*Lie  primitive  Indians,  the  remains  of  a  once 
nebie  and  powerful  race — here  some  squat- 
ters and  hunters  had  pitched  their  tempora- 
ry tenemects,  reaping  a  rich  return  from  the 
varied  and  bountiful  game  which  enlivened 
every  scene— and  there,  the  log  cabins  of  a 
few  respectable  French  families,  desccnd- 
/jnts  of  the  original  settlers  of  Canada,  were 


the  inhabitants  of  that  large  tract  of  land, 
at  this  day  one  of  the  wealthiest  portions  of 
the  county.     John  Mooers  remained  threat 
years   at    Pointe-aux-Roches,   during    the 
last    of  which,  his  brother,    the  General, 
erected  the  large  white  house  on  Cumber- 
land Head,  now  occupied   by  A.  Phelps  ; 
the  establishment  at  the  Point  was  broken  . 
up,  the  goods  being  removed  to  Plattsburgh-; 
village,  John  and  his  family  settling  on  the  ' 
Head.     At  that   time  one  of  the  first  dis- 
trict school  houses  was  rudely  built  on  the 
farm  now   occupied  by    Wv.    Hagar,   and 
young    Benjamin,  then  a  boy  of  12  years, 
here  received  the  rudiments  of  the  English  ,- 
language,  having,  however,  previously  at- 
tended three   months  a  school  kept  in  the.; 
barn  now  standing  on  the  above  farm.     He 
had  received  a  few  lessons  from  a  kind  and 
afiectionate  mother,  and  succeeded  under 
her  tuition,  in  mastering  words  of  three  or 
four  syllables.     In  the   Autumn,    the   log 
school  house  being  completed,  the  doctor 
was  one  of  the  many  gay  and  happy  schol- 
ars who  in  after  years  became  the  promi* 
nent  and  business  men  of  our  village,  and 
passed  ofi"the  stage   leavingfproud  and  re- 
spected names — the  Woolseys,  the   Platts, 
and  the  Adams. 

In  August  1803,  John  Mooers  died,  after 
a  few  day's  sickness,  leaving  his  wife  and 
child  in  dependent  circumstances ;  depriv- 
ed of  a  father  and  protector,  a  youth  of 
sixteen,  who  till  that  sad  event,  had  never 
looked  to  his  own  energies  for  his  support, 
and  without  any  settled  determination,  save 
that  of  rendering  himself  capable,  at  some 
future  time,  of  afibrding  resources  and  a 
home  to  a  widowed  mother,  lived  three 
years  with  his  uncle,  engaged  in  agricultu- 
ral pursuits  seven  or  eight  mouths  of  the 
year,  while  in  the  winter  he  attended  the 
school  of  the  Rev.  Frederick  Halsey,  where 
he  completed  Lis  English  education,  and 
became  familiar  with  the  classics.  The  6th 
June,  1806,  he  closed  his  engagement  with 
his  uncle  and  apprenticed  himself  to  Dr. 
John  Miller,  a  reputable  practitioner  of 
Plattsburgh,  and  living  in  the  house  now 
occupied  by  G.  V.  Edwards,  on  Broad 
Street.     His   assiduity,   industry,  and  pej-- 


ttjioseffrs.nsi.  sc 


BENJAMIN  J.  MOOERS,  M.  D., 

Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 


EDITOEIAL. 


61 


severance,  with  advantages  the  most  limit- 
ed, the  fears  and  doubts  of  qualifying  him- 
self for  a  profession  one  of  the  most  honor- 
able,but  one  of  the  most  responsible,  and 
never  thought  of  but  the  day  previous  to 
entering  the  surgery  of  his  preceptor,  se- 
cured for  him  the  encomiums  of  his  friends 
and  the  encouragement  of  the  public.  The 
President  of  the  College  of  Physicians  and 
Surgeons  of  New  York,  forwarded  a  circu- 
lar to  Dr.  Mooers  of  Champlain,  chairman 
of  the  Clinton  county  Medical  Society, 
informing  him  that  the  society  was  prive- 
leged  in  sending  to  New  York  a  student  of 
Iknited  means,  recommended  by  his  moral 
character  and  industrious  disposition. — 
The  invitation  was  tendered  to  young 
Moores  as  the  most  worthy,  and  who  seeing 
in  this  fortuitous  call,  the  dawn  of  a  cheer- 
ing future  and  the  fulfilment  of  his  expec- 
tations, readily  accepted  the  honor,  and 
sailed  from  Plattsburgh,  in  Nov.,  in  Capt. 
Elijah  Boynton's  sloop,  for  Whitehall. — 
He  spent  the  winter  attending  the  lectures 
in  the  College  of  Physician  and  Surgeons, 
seizing  every  opportunity  of  perfecting  him- 
self in  his  studies,  and  numbering  among 
his  college  friends,  many  a  student  who  has 
since  become  an  honor  to  the  profession, 
and  an  honor  to  the  country — among  others 
the  celebrated  Valentine  Mott,  of  New 
York.  At  the  expiration  of  the  session  in 
March  1809,  he  returned  to  Plattsburgh. 
forced  by  circumstances  to  become  a  prac- 
titioner almost  before  a  student,  he  was  in 
May  of  that  year  at  the  request  of  Dr. 
Miller,  engaged  in  the  active  duties  of  his 
profession  ;  sickness,  disease  and  mortality 
then  raging  to  an  alarming  degree.  He 
continued  the  assistant  of  his  protector  and 
friend  till  1811 — a  few  month's  relaxation 
allowed  him  time  to  review  hisf  studies,  and 
in  January  1812,  submitted  to  an  examina- 
tion before  the  county  Medical  Society, 
and  received  his  licence,  secured  to  him 
after  six  years  of  close  and  constant  study, 
two  of  which  were  passed  in  the  practice 
of  the  profession. 

The  young  doctor  was  soon  in  the  en- 
joyment of  extensive  patronage,  and  was 
reaping  the  rewards  of  his  perseverance  and 


industry,  when  the  fearful  clouds  of  warfare 
were  thickly'  darkening  the  political  hori- 
zons of  England  and  America — prepara- 
tions were  being  made  on  an  extensive 
scale,  the  militia  was  drafted,  and  detatch- 
ments  of  the  army  daily  arrived  at  our  vil- 
lage, to  meet  the  invading  foa  at  the 
boundary  line.  The  outposts  were  garris- 
oned by  the  36th  Regt.  N.  Y.  Militia,  un- 
der the  command  of  Col.  Thos.  Miller,  who 
made  Champlain  his  head  quarters.  Dr. 
Mooers  received  a  commission  of  surgeon's 
mate,  and  ordered  to  report  for  immedijite 
service.  Thus  unexpectedly  and  hastily 
compelled  to  break  up  his  practice  and 
attend  this  honorable  call,  he  promptly  took 
leave  of  his  patrons,  placed  his  patients 
under  the  care  of  another  practitioner,  and 
repaired  to  head  quarters,  where  he  remain- 
ed till  the  13th  Jan,,  1812.  Endowed  with 
a  strong  constitution,  and  great  powers  of 
endurance,  he  performed  with  credit  to 
himself  the  arduous  duty  which  had  devol- 
ved upon  him,  freqviently  visiting  three 
times  during  the  day  outposts  and  guards 
thrown  out  several  miles  from  head  quar- 
ters, apart  from  constant  attendance  at  the 
regimental  hospital ;  practising,  also,  ex- 
tensively among  the  inhabitants  of  Cham- 
plain and  vicinity.  His  time  of  service 
soon  expiring,  he  was  requested  by  several 
of  the  most  influential  men  of  that  village 
to  settle  with  them.  His  exertions  were 
also  appreciated  in  another  quarter,  by 
rapid  promotion,  first  to  Regimental  Sur- 
geon, and  shortly  afterwards  to  Surgeon  of 
Division.  He  continued  with  the  Regt. 
till  Nov.  1813,  when  the  militia  being  dis- 
banded, he  returned  to  Plattsbursh. 

Having  once  more  established  himself 
in  this  village,  on  the  30th  Dec,  1813,  he 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  Pitt 
Piatt,  Cumberland  Head.  He  soon  re  ■ 
gained  his  first  position  and  enjoyed  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice,  possess- 
ing to  the  highest  degree  the  confidence  of 
those  who  were  onoe  his  patients.  I  may 
be  allowed  to  mention  a  rather  extraordi- 
nary circumstance  :  when  yet  a  young  prac- 
titioner, he  was  present  at  the  birth  of  a 
child,  who  has  since    ^rown  to  be   an  infln- 
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ential  resident  of  Plattsburgh,  and  it  was 
but  a  few  days  pince  that  he  attended  the 
•onfinement  of  this  same  person's  wife,  with 
her  sixth  child.  In  1833,  he  received  the 
honorary  diploma  of  Doctor  of  Medicine, 
from  the  state  medical  society. 

Doctor  Mooers  was  remarkably  well 
calculated  by  nature  for  the  profession  he 
so  unexpectedly  assumed ;  courteous  to  his 
brother  practitioners,  solicitous  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  patients,  uniformly  kind,  gentle- 
manly and  upright  in  his  deportment,  he  is 
proud  in  having  secured  the  good  wishes  of 
every  man,  and  the  respect  of  all  who  have 
had  the  advantage  of  knowing  him,  whether 
as  a  citizen  or  a  practitioner,  at  home  and 
abroad.  For  some  years  past,  lie  has  re- 
fused the  practice  of  surgery,  devoting  him- 
self solely  to  that  of  medicine. 
I  Dr.  B.  J.  Mooers  is  now  in  the  63d  year 
of  his  age,  and  daily  exercising  the  pro- 
fession, to  the  interests  of  which  he  has 
Buccessfully  and  unceasingly  labored  for 
forty  years. 

To  Readers  and  Correspondents. 

Thanks.— The  Hon.  G.  T.  Thomas 
will  accept  our  thanks  for  a  copy  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

James  B.  Pardy,  Esq.,  for  the  circular 
of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New 
York.     t 

Our  second  list  of  subscribers,  will  be 
published  with  the  third  number, 

gt^  Persons  to  whom  this  number  is  sent 
by  mail,  should  they,  after  reading  it,  not 
wish  to  become  subscribers,  will  please  re- 
turn it  to  us,  with  their  name  written  either 
on  the  cover  or  wrapper.  Postmasters, 
should  stamp  all  transient  papers. 

Infornantion  for  Post  Masters,  and 
Snbscritoers  to  Newspapers  Ac- 


deposited  with  them  will  be  forwarded  to  ua 
and  at  our  risk;  in  other  cases,  call  upon  th« 
P.  M.  and  leave  your  name  and  cash,  if  only 
twenty-five  cents,  and  he  is  authorized  to 
send  it  on. 


Our  readers  will  perceive  by  the  follow- 
ing official  letter  from  the  Department  at 
Washington,  that  the  postmasters  have  the 
right  of  acting  as  agents  for  publishers,  un- 
der authoiity  of  the  post  office  department; 
many  postmasters  have  kindly  accepted  the 
agency  for  the  Northern  Lancet,  and  monies 


Post  Office  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
[Official.] 
The  Franking  of  Letters  by  Post-' 
MASTERS. — The  Assistant  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, Fitz  Henry  Warren,  in  reply  to  a  com- 
munication relative  to  the  right  of  postmas- 
ters to  frank  letters  to  publishers  of  news- 
papers, says  : — The  Postmaster  General 
after  careful  consideration  of  the  question  as 
to  the  right  of  postmasters  that  have  the 
privilige  of  franking,  to  frank  letters  to 
publishers  of  newspapers  covering  money 
for  the  subscriptions  of  names  of  subscribers 
has  decided,  that  when  the  postmaster  is 
agent  for  the  publisher,  he  has  the  power 
to  frank  such  letters,  and  his  agency  will  be 
presumed  from  the  fact  that  he  franks  them. 
As  no  postmaster  has  any  authority  to  frank 
these  communications  but  when  he  is  such 
an  agent,  it  is  proper  to  regard  him  as  act- 
ing in  that  capacity  when  he  so  conducts, 
until  information  is  received  to  the  contrary. 
In  doing  this  business,  the  postmaster  must 
be  regarded  as  entirely  the  agent  of  the 
publisher  and  not  of  the  department. 


Miscellany. 


Doctors*  Bills; 


The  folly  of  dabbling  in  medicine  is  very 
pleasantly  hit  off  in  the  following  humoroui 
piece  : 

"About  four  years  ago  I  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  a  very  prudent  lady,  and  being  of 
that  disposition  myself,  we  made  a  very 
prudent  couple.  Some  time  after  our 
marriage  my  wife  told  me  that  doctors' 
bills  were  very  high,  and,  as  we  could  not 
always  expect  to  be  free  from  disease,  she 
thought  it  best  to  purchase  some  doctors' 
books,  "  and  thus,"  said  she,  with  a  smile, 
"  we  can  steal  their  trade  at  once."  This 
I  agreed  to,  and  made  it  my  particular  busi- 
ness to  attend  all  auctions  of  books,  in 
order  to  buy  medical  books  at  the  lowest 
rates.  In  fine,  in  less  than  twelvemonths  I 
had  bought  a  couple  of  '  Dispensatories,' 
'  Buchan's  Family  Physician,'  two  or  three 
treatises  on  the  art  of  preserving  health, 
by  different  authors  ;  seven  treatises  on  the 
diseases  of  children,  and  divers  others  of 
the  greatest  note.     My  wife  spent  all  the 
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time  she  could  spare  from  her  household  in 
Btudjing  them,  and  as  soon  as  my  store 
was  shut  up  in  the  evening,  I  edified  myself 
with  a  few  receiptis  from  my  Dispensatory. 
"As  soon  as  Spring  arrived,  my  dear 
wife  informed  me  that  she  found  it  positive- 
ly enjoined  by  some  of  our  writers,  that  we 
must  swallow  a  large  dose  of  cream  of  tar- 
tar and  brimstone,  to  be  taken  every  eve- 
ning for  three  weeks,  in  molasses  ;  this  the 


comparing  arguments  of  a  variety  of  au- 
thors, that  this  was  the  best  remedy.  I 
told  her  there  was  no  danger  of  such  an 
event,  as  I  had  Dr.  Cullen's  word  for  it 
that  it  seldom  attacked  females ;  indeed,  I 
was  convinced  that  a  locked  jaw  lady  is  a 
rara  avis  in  terris. 

"Hitherto  our  family  medicines  were  used 
with  confidence  and  satisfaction  on  all 
sides,  till    I    considered  one    day  that  our 


whole  family  complied  with  ;  first,  I  myself,  j  family,  without  a   doctor,   had    consumed 
who,  being  the  head  of  the  family,  I  reckon  j  more  medicine  in  one  year  than  my  father's 


first ;  my  wife,  my,  brother  Dick,  who  lives 
with   me,  my  son   and  my  daughter,  my 
negro   boy,  and  the  servant  maid.     This 
cure  we  all  went  through  to  the  entire   sat- 
isfaction of  my  wife,  who  h£^  the  pleasure 
to  find  her  medicine  had  the  desired  effect. 
"  Soon   after,  this  contagion  of  reading 
medical  books  spread  through  all  my  fami- 
ly,  and  scarce  a  day  passed  but  some  of 
them  made  use  of  some  medicine  or  other. 
My  poor  brother  Dick,  after  he  had   per- 
mission to  read  my  books,  had  acquired  a 
dejected  countenance,  the  cause  of  which  I 
could  not  conceive.     At  last  he  broke  the 
Bilence  :    '  Brother,'  said  he,  (supposing   I 
had  read   more   than   himself,)   'feel   my 
pulse ;  I   think  I  have  too   much  blood ; 
had  I  not  better  be  bled  >  you  know  that  if 
too  much  blood  gets  into  the  head,  it  pro- 
duces apoplexy  ;  the  symptoms  of  its  ap- 
pearance,   says   Buchan,   are    remarkable 
redness  in  the  face,  and  you  see  that  is  the 
case  with  me.'     I  could  not  but  laugh  at 
him ;  he  was  indeed  red  in  the  face,  but 
Buch  redness  as  indicated  the  very  offspring 
of  health.     Our  maid,  from  an  education  at 
a  country  school,  had  learned  to  read  ;  she 
earnestly  requested  her  mistress  to  lend  her 
a  doctor  book  to  read  on  Sunday  afternoon. 
This  reasonable  request  was  granted  ;  but, 
poor  creature  !    being  not  of  the    fairest 
complexion  in   the  world,   she  in    a  little 
while  became  low  spirited,  and  finding  my 
wife  and  myself  alone  one  evening,  she  came 
in   and  ventured  to  express   herself  thus : 
'  La,  mistress,  I  am  concerned  and  afraid  I 
shall  get  the  yellow  jaunders,  as  I  begin  to 
look  yellow  in  the  face. '     Decency  prevent- 
ed my  smiling  for  awhile,  but  when  she  had 
left  the  room  I  could  not  but  enjoy  a  laugh. 
"My  negro^  always  eating  roasted  onions 
for  a   cold,  but  as  he  cannot   read,  he  has 
luckily  escaped  every  other  disorder.     One 
night  as  wc  were  about  going  to  bed,   my 
wife  desired  me  in  the  most  serious  manner, 
that  if  she  should  ever   be  taken  with  the 
locked  jaw  that  I  should  rub  her  under  jaw 


used  to  do,  with  the  advice  of  a  physician 
in  six  years.  But  one  day,  when  my  wife 
told  me  she  tho't  it  would  be  well  to  weigh 
our  food  before  we  eat,  lest  we  should  eat 
too  much  or  too  little,  and  that  Sacruori- 
ous  advised  it  for  good  reasons,  I  got  such 
a  disgust  to  our  scheme  that  I  resolved 
gradually  to  abandon  it. 

"I  am  now  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a 
saying  of  a  rational  medical  writer,  '  one  or 
more  things  must  happen  to  every  human 
body — to  live  temperately,  to  use  exercise, 
to  take  physic,  or  be  sick."  And  I  am 
pretty  certain  that  if  I  and  my  family  per- 
severe in  the  two  former  courses,  we  need 
not  be  in  danger  of  the  two  last." 


Sir  Astley  Cooper. 


In  Pettigrew's  Medical  Portrait  Gallery, 
Part  V.  lately  published  in  London,  are  the 
following  amusing  anecdotes  of  the  celebra- 
ted surgeon.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  : — 

"  He  received,  perhaps,  the  largest  fee 
ever  given  at  one  time  for  an  operation. 
It  was  upon  an  old  gentleman  named  Hyatt, 
who  was  a  resident  of  the  West  Indies,  and 
when  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy, 
being  afflicted  with  stone  in  the  bladder, 
determined  on  going  to  England  to  undergo 
an  operation  for  its  removal.  It  was  per- 
formed with  his  accustomed  ability  and  upon 
visiting  him  one  day,  when  he  was  able  to 
quit  his  bed,  he  observed  to  his  surgeon  that 
he  had  feed  his  physician,  but  that  he  had 
not  yet  remunerated  his  surgeon.  He  de- 
sired to  know  the  amount  of  his  debt,  and 
Sir  Astley  stated  "  Two  hundred  guineas." 

"  Pooh,  pooh  !"  exclaimed  the  old  gen- 
tleman, "  I  shan't  give  you  two  hundred 
guineas — there — that  is  what  I  shall  give 
you,"  taking  off  his  night-cap,  and  tossing 
it  to  Sir  Astley. 

"Thank  you,  sir,"  said  Sir  Astley; 
"  anything  from  you  is  acceptable,*'  and  he 
put  the  cap  into  his  pocket. 


Upon  examination,  it  wa.<i  found  to  cou- 
with   musk,  as   she   was   convinced,  from  itain  a  check  for  one  thousand  guineas. 
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One  other  anecdote  must  be  related  as 
eingularly  illustrative  of  his  character.  i 

Mr.    Steer   consulted  Sir  Astley  at  his' 
own  residence,  and  having  received  his  ad-  ! 
vice,  departed  without  giving  the  usual  fee.  i 
Sis  Astley  took  no  notice  of  this,  but  gave  I 
him  his  assistance  cheerefullv,  under  a  feel-  ! 
ing  that  he  was  a  gentleman  who  had  seen  j 
better  days,  but  was  now  in  diiierent  cir- 
cumstances.    Shortly   after,  however.  Sir 
Astley   received  a  note,  acquainting  him 
that  on  going  to  the  Stock   Eschange,  he 
found  that  he  had  some  omnium,  which  had 
disposed  of,  and  that  he  had  taken  the  lib- 
erty to  put  £3000  of  it  in  his  name  ;  and 
finding  that  it  had  soon  after  risen,  he  took 
the  further  liberty  of  selUng  it  for  him,  and 
now   sent  him  the  di  Serene  e,   which    was 
£m  3s. 

Sir  Astley's  amount  of  fees  far  exceeds 
that  of  any  member  of  the  profession.  In 
one  year  he  received  no  less  a  sum  than 
£2 1 ,000,  and  for  many  years  from  £  1 5,000 
upward.  His  patients  have  comprised  all 
classes  of  society,  and  his  attention  was  be- 
stowed equally  on  the  indigent. 

TVonclerfMlresMlts  of  Science. 


In  his  last  lecture  at  the  high  school. 
Professor  Agassiz  gave  an  interesting  exhi 
bition  of  his  skill  in  comparative  anatomy. 
Some  bones  of  a  remarkable  character  were 
recently  dug  up  in  Vermont,  in  constructing 
the  Rutland  &  Burlington  Railroad.  These 
bones  were  first  examined  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Burlington,  and  supposed  to 
"be  the  remains  of  a  whale.  They  were 
found  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  the  surface 
of  the  earth,  in  what  geologists  call  the  most 
pliocene  strata — that  is,  the  portion  of  the 
earth's  crust  which  has  been  recently  depos- 
ited. After  devoting  three  days  to  the  ex- 
amination of  these  bones,  Prof.  Agassiz  con- 
clusively proved  them  to  be  the  bones  of  a 
gpecies  of  whale  nearly  allied  to  the  black 
fish.  The  living  animal  must  have  been 
twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in  length.  The  whole 
process  of  restoring  the  animal  from  the 
bones  which  wore  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
Professor  was  carefully  and  minutely  ex- 
plained to  the  school.  To  one  who  has 
given  no  attention  to  the  subject  of  compar- 
ative anatomy,  it  may  seem  impossible  that 
from  a  few  bones,  or  in  some  cases,  from  a 
single  bone,  entire  animals  may  be  restored. 
Strange  as  it  may  seem,  it  has  often  been 
done,  and  with  a  degree  of  accuracy  that  ex- 
cites surprise.  The  fact  that  it  can  be  done 
only  shows  the  fixed  and  invariable  charac- 


ter of  the  Creator's  laws.  We  present  to 
our  readers  two  remarkable  instances  of 
Prof  Agassiz'  success  in  this  department  of 
scientific  effort.  At  the  meeting  of  the 
British  Association  for  the.  advancement  of 
science  at  Dublin,  in  1835,  after  the  Profes- 
sor had  entertained  the  association  with  an 
account  of  his  labors,  he  was  asked  if  ho 
could  tell  what  forms  would  be  found  in  any 
strata,  though  he  had  seen  no  species  from 
that  strata.  He  replied  that  he  thought  ho 
could.  He  was  then  asked  what  sort  of  fish 
would  be  found  in  the  new  red  sandstone 
and  carboniferous  beds.  He  had  never  seen 
any  specimens  from  those  beds,  but  from 
the  knowledge  he  possessed  respecting  forms 
which  were  fftund  in  other  strata,  he  went  to 
the  blackboard  and  delineated  the  forms  of 
those  species  which  he  supposed  would  bo 
found  in  the  above  named  beds.  No  sooner 
had  he  done  this  than  Captain  Portlock 
brought  forward  some  fine  fossil  specimens 
from  these  identical  strata.  When  compared 
with  the  figures  which  the  Professor  had 
drawn,  the  coincidence  was  found  to  be 
complete.  This  exhibition  of  skill  and  tal- 
ent called  forth  from  the  most  learned  and 
scientific  body  in  Europe  the  greatest  ap- 
plause and  admiration.  The  problem  was 
one  of  the  most  difficult  that  could  havo 
been  presented — the  solution  was  as  perfect 
as  the  problem  was  difficult. 

Some  years  ago,  some  single  scales  of  a 

new  species  of  fossil  fish  fell  into  the  hand 

of  Professor  Agassiz.     No  individual  of  the 

species  had  ever  been  seen.     From  those 

scales  the  Professor    proceeded  to  restore 

the  fish — he  drew  out  in  full  the  form  of  the 

fish  from  the  scales,  as  he  thought  it  would 

be  found  to  be  should  the  fish  itself  ever  be 

discovered.     Two  years  after  the  whole  fish 

was  actually  found.     When  compared  with 

the  drawing,  the  drawing  was  found  to  bo 

an  accm-ate  representation  of  the  fish.—    * 

These  may  sound  to  some  like  "fish  stories," 

1  but  they  are  true.     These  things  were  not 

I  done  in  secret.     VVe  have  seen  the  drawing 

{and  the  fossil,  and   should  be  very  thank- 

I  ful  if  we  could  make  as  accurate  a  drawing 

j  with  the  fossil  before  us.     To  those  who 

j  may  ridicule   or   disbelieve  what  we  have 

stated,  we  would  say  in  the  triumphant  lan- 

!  guage  of  the  of  the  "Professor^especting  his 

'  glacial  theory,  "  come  and  see'"' — get  rid  of 

I  the  testimony  of  your  own  eyes  if  you  can. 

; — Cambiidge  Chronicle. 


The  conscientious  physician  is  just  a« 
guilty  of  the  death  of  his  paticut  as  tlae  still- 
born child  is  of  the  death  of  its  mother. 


'J.  ^^  9.  Ui-<  -WMB'-'  jp^^mammaH^immi 
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Lecture  IIL 
Sargeonf  attending  Duels. — Confessions  under 
Doubts,  of,  the  loss  of  life. — Jaadeqtiate  Med- 
ical EiJidence  at  Inquests. —  Circxunstaiues 
which  render  Medical  men  incompetent  Wit- 
licsSes. — Personal  Interest  in  a  verdict. — 
Proofs  of  Legal  Medical  Qualification. — 
Demeanor  in  giving  Evidence. —  Slander  on 
Medical  Character. 

Gentlemen  : — In  my  kslkctiire  I  men- 
tioned the  case  of  Mr.  Pettrgrcw,  the  sur- 
geon,   who  was   kindly  cautioned   by   the 
Judge;  in  a  trial  for  murder  by  duelling,  to 
be  extremely   caiittioas  iii  answering  ques- 
tions which   might  criminate    himself,  as 
every   surgeon   who  wont  out  with  a  party 
about  to  fight  a  duel,  being  antecedently 
privy   to  the   intention,  was    an  aider  and 
abetter  of  the  murder  ;  but  I  forgot  to"  state 
that  a  SOTgeon  of  cotrsidorable  eminence, 
the  late  Mr.-  Heaveside,  wto, attended,  in 
his  profcssronal  capacity,  a  duel   between 
Colonel   Montgomery   and   Captam  Mac- 
Namara,  in  which  the  Colooel  fell,  was,  on 
this  account,  actually  arrested  and  sent  to 
Newgate,  under   a  warrant  from  the  civil 
magistrate.     He  remained  in  prison"  until 
the  grand  jury  had  rejected  the  indictment. 
Ma^y   cases  might  be  brought  forward 
to  illustrate  the  ttecessity  of  dying  declara- 
tions being    received  o!ily  under  the  full 
conviction  that  the  parties  m^ing  threin  are 
aware  that  death  is  inevitable,  as  otherwise 
they    cannot  be  receitcd  as'  evidence,  in 
any   legal  investigations  into  the  point  at 
issue.     It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  that 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  medical  men  demands 
AVore   discretion  and    sounder  judgement, 
<hao  the  rebeiving  such  declarations  from 
dying  men.     1 ,  cannot  exemplify    this   re- 
mark hettcr   than  by  bringing  before  you 
the  evidence   of  a  most  respectable  physi- 
cian, Dr.   Darling,  on    the    trial  of    Mr. 
Christie  and  Mr  Trail,  for    the  inurdcr  of 


Mr.  Scott,   who  fell  in  S  diiel  ^ith   Mr. 
Christie,  to  whom  Mr.  Trail  wa§  second. 
Dr.  Darling  was  iLot   present  ftt  the  dii'el, 
but  he   afterwards  professiCnall'y  attended' 
Mr.  vScott.     He  wa^  put  into  the  witness' 
box  to'  detail  the  dying  declaration  of  his' 
unfortunate  patient,  with  the  view  of  idori 
tifying  the  prisoners  as  the  murderers  of 
that  gentleman ;  but  his  state raeiit  was  not 
received  as  evidecnce,  because  tli^e  language 
of  Dr.  Darling  to  his  patient  had  kept  alive, 
in  Mr.  Scotf 'S'  mifid,  d  faint  ray  of  hbpe  of 
recovery..     "The     deceased,"    said    Dr. 
Darling,  in  reply  to   a  question  put  by  the 
court,  as  to  the  precise  condifioti  of  Mr. 
.Scott  at  the  naoto'efit  of  his  making  his  dec- 
laration to,  the  vvItnesS,-^-"  the   deceased 
asked  me,"  Raid   he,  "  ff  his  wound  was' 
necessarily  mortal.     Upon    which   I    tol<J 
him  t^a£  his  case  was  bVie  of  extreme  dan- 
ger ;  but   that ,  (k^ve   had  been    instances' 
where  persons  Lad  recovered  under  tnich  e 
wound."     To'  which  Mr.  Scott  tepKed,  "  I 
am  satisfied."     As  this  conversation  took 
place  before'  the   unfortunaJef  gentleraanV 
statement,  which  was  to  have  been  deliver- 
ed in  evidence,  was  ma'de,  Lord  Tenderdcu 
and  Mr.  Justice  fark  considered   that  it 
could  not  be  ad'mftted  as  evidence,  bebause 
the  remark  of  tlie  physician  was  calculatevf 
to  kindle  a  raij  of  hope  iu'  tho  mind  of  tlie' 
dying  man  ;  thence  his  declat'altioii'  bould 
not  be  truly  affirmed  to  have  been'  made  in 
afticulo  mortis. 

Mr.  Amos,  .ib   ,his   published  lectures^ 
mentiorrs  another  instance  of  the  absolute 
necessity  of  the  conviction  of  the  immediate 
approach  of  death  on  the  mind  of  the  de- 
ponent, before  the  dying  declaration  can  be 
admitted  as  evidence.     A  female  died  hy 
taking  poison  at  the  instigation  of  the  father 
of  her  child,  which  w&s   illegitimate.     Sh(> 
related  all  the  circumstances  shortly  before 
her  death  ;  but  her  declaration  was  not  ad- 
mitted as  evidence,   because  after   ift  ■was 
mad«  she  had  requested  that  more  medicine 
should  be  sent  for  ;  a   circumstance  which" 
afforded  the  presumption  that  some  idea  of 
recovery  then  existed  in  her  mind,  and  tha-t 
the  declaration  was  not  delivered  until  aftVp 
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etery  gleam  of  hope  was ,  extinguishedj 
These  instances  are  sufficient  to  display 
to'  you,  gentlemen,  the  line  of  conduct 
which  ought  to  be  pursued  in  taking  dying 
declarations. 

The  competency  of  medical  witnesses,  as 
I  have  already  stated,  is  founded  upon  the 
came  circumstances  which  attach  to  ordi- 
nary witnesses,  namely,  the  ability  to  an- 
swer the  questions  put  to  them  ;  but  in  this 
fespect,  there  must  be  some  modification 
of  the  ordinary  mode  of  judging,  inasmuch 
as  the  Witness  is  called  upon  to  speak  both 
to  facts  and  to  opinions.  Verdicts,  never- 
theless, have  been  delivered  by  coroner's 
juries,  who  are  too  often  very  ignorant 
men,  founded  upon  the  most  inadequate 
medical  evidence.  In  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion I  will  now  lay  before  you  an  examination 
at  an  inquest,  on  the  body  of  a  woman 
named  Elizabeth  Hillier,  who  was  supposed 
to  have  committed  suicide  by  taking  oxalic 
acid. 

The  deceased  was  nineteen  years  of 
age.  I  must  be  excused  from  naming  the 
practitioner  who  was  examined  in  this  case  ; 
although  if  I  named  him  I  could  not  be 
accused  of  any  unfriendly  feeling,  as  I  have 
never  seen  him,  and  only  saw  the  statement 
of  the  inquest  in  the  public  newspapers  ;  it 
occurred  several  years  ago.  Neither  do  1 
intend  to  impugn  the  correctness  of  the 
verdict,  but  merely  to  comment  upon  the 
evidence,  as  in  my  opinion  the  verdict  was 
not  legal,  if  founded  ou  the  medical  testf- 
monyr 

The'  medical  gentleman  called  in,  when 
the  effects  of  the  poison  were  demonstrated, 
found  a  glass  which  contained  a  few  drops 
of  some  strong  acid,  and  he  also  perceived 
that  the  gown  of  the  deceased  displayed 
marks  of  an  acid  having  been  dropped  on 
ft.  This  evidence  was  sufficient  to  verify 
the  suspicion  that  the  poison  was  an  acid  ; 
but  it  was  defective,  inasmuch  as  no  exper- 
^nents  were  made  to'  determine  the  kind 
^f  acid.  If  only  a  single  drop  of  the  solu- 
tion remained  in  the  glass,  or  if  there  had 
been  no  other  evidence  but  the  marks  on 
fhe  gown,  the  witness  should  have  deter- 
mined, by  experiment,  the  nature  of  the 
acid.  j 

The  second  part  of  his  evidence  weirt  to 
state,  that  the  woman  might  have  died  from 
taking  a  strong  acid  ;  but  this  could  only 
be  determined  by  opening  the  body,  which 
was  not  done.  The  fact  of  the  acid  found 
in  the  glass,  and  of  the  marks  on  the  gown,} 
was  demonstrative  only  that  an  acid  had 
been  used  by  the  deceased  ;  but  the!?e  facts 


afforded  no  satisfactory  proof  Ihat  the  (Jteatb 
of  the  woman  was  the  result  of  swallowing 
that  acid.  A  paper  was  found,  torn,  having 
the  word  "  Pois.  oxal."  printed  upon  it. — 
This  strengthened  the  suspicion  that  oxalio 
acid  was  the  poison  which  the  unfortunate 
woman  had  taken  ;  but  it  afforded  no  real 
evidence  of  the  fact,  as  the  body  was  not 
opened,  which  was  requisite,  to  determine 
not  only  the  fact  of  poisoning,  but  also  to 
ascertain  the  cause.  It  was  asserted,  also, 
that  she  was  in  the  family  way,  an  assertion 
which  the  post-mortem  examination  would 
have  determined  ;  but  the  only  evidence  to 
gainsay  this  was  the  loose  opinion  of  s 
woman  who  was  acquainted  with  the  girl. 
Nevertheless,  on  this  defective  evidence 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict — "  That  the 
deceased  had  died  from  taking  oxalic  acid, 
being  at  the  time  in  a  state  of  temporary 
derangement."  Now,  let  us  examine  the 
grounds  upon  which  this  verdict  rested. 

1.  There  was  no  evidence  that  she  was 
poisoned,  except  the  presumptive  evidence, 
that  she  was  apparently  well  an  houf 
before  she  died  ;  that  she  suddenly  died  ; 
and  further,  that  a  glass  with  some  strong 
acid  was  found  near  her. 

2.  No  evidence  was  advanced  to  prove 
the  nature  of  that  acid,  except  the  paper 
which  was  found  with  the  words  "  Pois. 
oxal."  upon  it. 

3.  There  was  not  one  tittle  of  evidenca 
that  she  was  deranged.  ' 

4.  The  caruse  of  the  suicide — if  it  were' 
suicide — was  not  investigated. 

Need  1  add,  gentlemen,  how  disgraceful 
such  a  proceeding  was,  both  to-  the  profes- 
sional  witness  and  to  the  eourt  ? 

The  circumstanees  that  render  witnesses 
incompetent,  and  which  apply  to  medical 
as  well  as  to  orcfinary  witnesses,  are — 

1.  Defect  of  reason  or  understanding. 

2.  Defect  of  religious  principle,  on  the' 
correct  plea  that  nothing  can  bind  the  con- 
science of  Atheists  and  Infidels,  who  pro- 
fess no  religion,  to-  speak  the  truth.  ' 

3.  Conviction  of  certain  crimes  and  in- 
femy  of  character. 

4.  Interest ;  that  is,  where  there  is  a 
certain  benefit  or  disadvantage  to  the  wit- 
ness attending  the  consequences  of  the 
cause  in  one  way. 

I  shall  only  notice  the  last  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, because  the  others  do  not  re- 
fer more  particularly  to  medical  than  to 
general  witnesses.  Let  us  suppose  a  ques- 
tion to  arise,  whether  a  testator  was  capable 
of  executing  a  will.  It  is  justly  presumed 
that   a  "professional    witness,  a  medical 
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man,  has  an  interest  in  proving  the  capacity, 
for  the  fact  that  he  had  witnessed  a  will, 
executed  by  one  utterly  incapable  of  making 
one,  would  affect  his  professional  charac- 
ter." Starkie,  from  whom  this  remark  was 
taken,  adds — "  Such  observations  apply 
only  in  those  cases  of  doubt  and  suspicion 
where  the  evidence  is  of  a  conflicting  na- 
ture." 

Again ;  let  ua  suppose  another  ease. — 
Two  medical  men  are  practising  in  the  same 
country  town  ;  a  case  occurs  in  which  the 
testimony  of  the  one  is  required,  and  the 
other  is  the  defendant.  In  such  a  case  the 
medical  witness  cannot  be  said  to  be  a  dis- 
interested individual,  and  consequently  his 
testimony  ought  to  be  regarded  as  involving 
.a  doubfc,  and  should  be  received  with  much 
caution. 

The  quantity  of  interest  involved  in  the 
issue  does  not  alter  the  incompetency  ;  a 
person  who  loses  or  who  gains  the  smallest 
sum  by  the  event  of  a  law  suit,  whatever 
may  be  his  rank,  fortune,  or  character,  is 
as  incompetent  to  give  evidence  as  one 
who  may  be  interested  to  the  amount  of 
thousands.  If  interest  disqualifies  in  any 
case,  it  must  be  in  all,  as  it  is  impossible, 
by  any  scale,  to  measure  the  different 
effects  it  may  have  on  different  minds.  In 
the  last  G»SQ  which  I  have  supposed,  the 
interest  is  not  immediate  ;  but,  neverthe- 
less, it  is  sufficient  to  influence  the  testi- 
piony  of  a  mau  not  strictly  conscientious. 

The  fact  of  a  witness  being  a  medical 
man  may  ^be  questioned,  in  which  it  is 
necessary  to  prove  the  qualification  of  the 
witness.  The  common  seal  of  the  Compa- 
ny of  Apothecaries,  in  London,  is  regarded 
as  sufficient  proof  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
certificate  to  which  such  seal  is  affixed ; 
the  degree  of  "  Doctor  of  Medicine  "may 
be  proved  by  the  original  book  of  the  Uni- 
versity, in  which  the  entry  of  the  degree  is 
contained  ;  or,  if  this  be  not  easily  procur- 
ed, it  may  be  proved  by  an  examined  copy 
of  that  book.  If  the  diploma  be  put  in  as 
proof,  and  it  bear  the  University  seal,  then 
the  instrument  must  be  properly  authenti- 
cated and  proved  by  legal  evidence  ;  the 
seal  must  be  authenticated  by  one  who 
knows  it  to  be  the  seal  of  the  University. 
•If  the  instrument  is  produced  as  a  copy  of 
the  original  act  of  the  University,  it  must 
be  proved  in  the  usual  way  as  a  copy.  It 
cannot  be  proved  by  a  certificate  from  the 
professors,  testifying  the  granting  of  the  di- 
ploma, and  the  affixing  of  the  University 
seal. 
^     I  have  only  further  to  add,  in  reference 


to  the  examination  of  medical  witnesses, 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  becoming  de- 
meanor in  delivering  testimony,  as  the  op- 
posite proceeding  not  only  reflects  discred- 
it on  the  individual,  but  on  the  profession, 
and  this  refers  both  to  the  examination-in- 
chief  and  to  the  cross-examination.  An 
over-forward  and  hasty  zeal  on  the  part  of 
the  witness  in  giving  testimony  which  will 
benefit  the  party  whose  witness  he  is  ;  any 
exaggeration  of  circumstances  ;  a  reluc- 
tance in  giving  adverse  evidence  ;  his  slow- 
ness in  answering ;  evasive  replies  ;  his 
affectation  of  not  hearing,  or  not  understan- 
ding the  questions  for  the  purpose  of  gain- 
ing time  to  consider  the  effect  of  his  answer  ; 
precipitancy  in  answering,  without  waiting 
to  hear  or  understand  the  nature  of  the 
questions ;  inability  to  detail  any  circum- 
stances wherein,  if  his  testimony  were  un- 
true, he  would  be  open  to  contradiction  ;  or 
forwardness  in  minutely  detailing  those 
where  he  knows  contradiction  to  be  impos- 
sible ;  and,  finally,  an  affectation  of  indiff- 
erence, are  all,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent, 
marks  of  insincerity.  On  the  other  hand, 
promptness  and  frankness  in  answaring 
questions,  without  regard  to  consequences, 
and  especially  an  unhesitating  readiness  in 
stating  all  the  circumstances  attending  the 
transaction,  by  which  the  witness  may  open 
a  wide  field  of  contradiction  if  his  testimony 
be  false,  are,  as  well  as  numerous  others  of 
a  similar  nature,  strong  internal  indications 
of  sincerity. 

In  medical  witnesses,  nothing  is  so  im- 
portant as  a  becoming  demeanor.  What 
can  be  more  annoying  to  a  high-minded 
medical  practitioner,  than  the  rebuke  of  a 
judge  to  a  member  of  the  profession  .''  On 
the  trial  of  Donnell  for  the  murder  of  Mrs. 
Downing,  at  Launceston,  in  March,  1817, 
Mr.  John  Tucker,  a  surgeon  at  Exeter, 
was  asked — "  Now,  supposing  a  person  to 
have  retchings  and  purgings  for  several 
hours,  and  that  you  found  these  attended 
with  frequent  and  fluttering  pulse,  in  that 
state  of  the  illness,  what  should  you  have 
prescribed  .'"  He  replied,  "  I  should  have 
prescribed  diametrically  opposite  to  the 
prescription  of  Dr.  Edwards  ;  I  should  con- 
sider that  prescribed  by  Dr.  Edwards  as 
adding  weight  to  a  porter's  back."  The 
judge,  Mr.  Justice  Abbot,  rebuked  the 
witness  in  these  words  : — "  Don't  speak 
metaphorically  ;  you  are  speaking  just  now 
of  a  gentleman  of  experience  and  respecta- 
bility ;  I  don't  wish  you  to  conceal  your 
opinion,  but  only  to  speak  it  in  different 
language."     It  bolongs  to  the  prudence  of 
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the  judge  to  cljeck  ejjch  t/estjmopy,  but  \t 
would  be  Biore  honorable  to  the  profession 
that  the  exorcise  of  his  powpr  was  ngt  call- 
ed forth. 

I  hjuve  nov  to  conclude  these  Fcmarks 
with  one  topic  of  d^ep  jotepest  to  us  all, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  natural  for  every  one  to 
desire  tp  appear  ii^  a  proper  point  of  view 
jn  Bopjety,  }  ineaij  ^lander  in  medical  char- 
sjtotor.  Npw,  as  the  law  permits  no  man 
to  ta\(i  away  the  moral  reputation  of  anoth- 
er man,  which  to  good  men  is  dearer  t-li^n 
life: 

'■  Vyhp  ptpuls  my  purso  steals  trash,  'tie  something,  nothing  ; 
'Twaa  mine,  'lis  his,  and  has  been  slave  to  thousands ; 
But  he  tha't^llches  from  me  my  good  name, 
Robs  me  of  that,  which  not  enriches  him, 
And  n>akps  mc  poor  indeed." 

So  the  law,  also,  protects  the  medical  man 
in  his  professional  reputation.  An  action 
may  be  brought  against  any  person  for  calling 
inedipal  practitioner  a  quacic ;  but  in  prov- 
ing the  libel  a  legal  quj^lification  must  be 
proved.  When  the  plaintiff's  qualification 
depends  on  some  documentary  appointment, 
proof  of  the  validity  of  this  must  bo  made 
evident,  and  is  indispensible  in  consequence 
of  the  averments  in  the  declaration.  So, 
in  defending  his  character,  a  medical  prac- 
titioner (suppose  a  physician)  alleging  that 
he  had  duly  tfiken  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine  ;  the  allegation  must  bo  strict- 
ly proved  by  formal  proof  of  the  degree  ; 
and  the  parae,  if  the  practitioner  be  a 
licensed  apothecary, by  the  license  of  the  A- 
potheoaries'  Company.  In  a  case  Pitchford 
V.  Gutch,  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  BuUer, 
the  judge  pvonounoed  that  proof  of  the 
plaintiff  having  practised  ae  a  physician 
was  not  Bup&cient ;  and  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  prpdupe  the  diploma.  This  shows 
the  importanoe  qf  those  documents,  which 
Jiavo  been  too  ofte}^  iervaed  useless  pieces 
i>f  paichment,  Skt  least  ^a  long  as  the  pres- 
ent law  of  libel  exists. 

Gentlemeu  :  £is  your  testimony,  whatever 
be  the  nature  of  the  cases  that  demand  it, 
is  generally  required  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  supporting  some  point  in  legal  in- 
vestigationa,  it  is  proper  that  you  should 
have  an  idea  of  the  nature  of  iha  various 
courts  of  justice  to  which  you  may  be  sub- 
poenaed. In  my  endeavor  to  offer  you  this 
information,  however,  it  is  not  requisite, 
nor  Would  it  be  proper,  tp  occupy  your 
time  in  many  details,  highly  interesting  in 
themselves,  but  which  belong  rather  ^o  the 
lawyer  than  to  the  medical  jurist.  Neither 
is  it  necessary  to  mention  many  courts  ; 
those  only  in  which  you  are  likely  to  appear 
shall  be  briefly  touched  upon. 


AIJ  courts  pay  be  ofrapg^d  pnder  two 
heads,  n^jnely,  civil  and  criminal ; — A 
pourt  is  defined  (by  Judge  Blackstone)  to 
be  "  a  place  wherein  justice  is  judicially 
administered :  and,  as  by  our  excellent 
constitution  the  sole  executive  power  of 
the  laws  is  invested  in  the  person  of  the 
king,  it  will  follow  that  all  courts  of  justice, 
which  are  the  media  by  which  he  adminis- 
ters the  laws,  are  derived  from  the  power 
of  t.bo  crown.  For  whether  created  by  act 
of  parliament,  or  letters  patept,  or  subsist- 
ing by  prescription  (the  only  methods  by 
which  any  courts  of  judicature  can  exist,) 
the  king's  consent  in  t]ie  two  fprniej?  js  ex- 
pressly, and  in  the  latter  impliedly,  given . 
In  all  these  courts  the  king  is  supposed,  in 
contemplation  of  the  law,  to  be  always 
present ;  but  as  that  is,  in  fact,  impossible, 
he  is  there  represented  by  his  judges,  whose 
power  is  only  an  emanation  of  the  royal 
prerogative."  This  definition  gives  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  reason  of  the  terqi 
^hich  is  bestowed  upon  all  courts,  ancient 
or  modern,  wbich  possess  the  power  of  fin- 
ing, imprisoning,  or  inflicting  penal  punish- 
ment, namely,  King''s  Courts.  These  are, 
in  every  instance,  also.  Courts  of  Jiecord  ; 
that  is,  courts,  in  which  the  acts  and  judi- 
cial proceedings  are  enrolled,  in  parchnient, 
for  a  perpetual  memorial  and  testimony. — 
VVhatevpr,  therefore,  is  said  or  done,  in 
such  courts  relevant  to  the  cause  at  issuo, 
may  at  any  future  time,  be  brought  forward 
for  or  against  any  plea  that  niay  be  at  any 
time  set  up,  1  mention  this,  gentlemen, 
particularly  to  show  you,  that  your  testi- 
niony,  delivered  in  these  courts,  is  put  upon 
record,  and  remains  as  an  everlasting  me- 
morial against  you,  if  it  display  either  ig- 
norance or  an  intention  to  deceive. 

Courts  not  of  Record  are,  in  some  in- 
stances, also  King's  Courts ;  but  they  can- 
not imprison  a  party  for  non-J^tte^itlanee, 
nor  for  a  bare  disobedience  of  their  orders- 
Hecord  and  not  of  Record  is  founded  on 
strict  justice  ;  fpr  as  the  latter  are  chie% 
baronial,  or  private  courts,  it  "will  be  highly 
improper  to  entrust  them  with  any  discre- 
tionary power  over  the  fortunes  or  liberty 
of  any  nian. 

In  every  superior  court,  although  a  plain- 
tiff, or  a  person  criminally  arraigned,  may 
manage  his  own  cause,  yet  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  public  as  well  as  the  suitors, 
it  has  been  customary  to  seek  the  remedies 
which  these  courts  afford  in  cases  of  injury 
through  others,  whose  .business  it  is  to  en- 
quire into  all  the  facts  of  each  complaint, 
and  to  support  or  destroy  it,  by  the   state- 
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ments  and  evidence  that  they  are  thua  en- 
abled to  Jay  before  the  judges  and  juries. — 
These  .offiiccrs  are  named  Attornies,  and 
Advo.c.atcs  or  Counsel. 

The  former,  the  attorney,  is  a  person 
who  stands  instead,  or  tarn,  of  another,  to 
manage  his  matters  of  law.  Medical  wit- 
nesses haye  something  to  do  with  these 
oflScers,  for,  as  tjjey  collect  all  the  f?icts  of 
jthc  comphiiijit,  or,  ,a,s  it  is  technically  term- 
ed, the  count,  or  tale,  andjjso  those  of  the 
defence  or  justification  or  defence  set  up, 
the  testimony  upon  which  the  future  oral 
examination  of  the  witness  is  to  be  founded 
is  generally  taken  down  in  writing  by  the 
attorney  previous  to  the  trial.  It  behoves 
you,  therefore,  to  recollect  consistency  in 
the  details  which  you  make  to  an  attorney 
to  carry  on  a  cause,  and  that  which  you 
deliver  in  open  court.  In  taking  down 
testimony,  attornies  occasionally  may  mis- 
take tj^  meaning  of  expressions ;  thence 
t^e  i^e.cessity  of  feadjng  over  yourselves  the 
yrritten  testimony  before  signing  it.  I  say 
yourselves  because  it  is  not  unusual  to  have 
it  read  over  to  the  witness,  either  by  the 
attorney  or  his  clerk  ;  a  practice  which  is 
fraught  with  many  inconveniences,  as  far  as 
relates  to  medical  testimony. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  advocate  that 
medical  witnesses  are  chiefly  concerned. — 
Of  whatever  rank  the  advocate  or  counsel 
is,  whether  barrister  or  sergeant,  if  he  un- 
dertake to  plead  he  ig  bound  by  a  solemn 
oath  to  do  his  duty  to  his  client.  The 
barrister  stands,  in  fapt,  ip  the  ^hocs  or 
place  of  tho  suitor,  whether  plalnti^  or  de- 
fendant, in  every  case  of  civil  law  ;  and, 
consequently,  the  suitors,  like  the  depend- 
ants of  the  ancient  Roman  orators,  are 
called  their  clients.  In  criminal  cases  the 
counsel  are  present  with  the  accused  to  aid 
or  to  counsel,  pr  to  j^ct  fpr  the  crown  when 
it  is  the  public  prosepjitor.  Ljke  physicians 
in  our  profession,  they  cannot  maintain  an 
action  rpr  fees,  which  are  supposed  to  be 
given,  not  as  salary  or  hire,  but  as  au  hon- 
orary gratuity,  which  a  barrister  cannot  de- 
mand without  degrading  himself;  "  and,  in 
order  to  encourage  due  freedom  of  speech 
in  the  lawful  defeqce  of  their  clients,  and 
at  the  same  time  givp  a  check  to  the  un- 
Beeraly  licentiousness  of  prostitute  and  il- 
liberal men,  (a  few  of  whom  may  sometimes 
insinuate  themselves  even  into  the  most 
honorable  professions),  it  hath  been  holden 
that  a  counsel  is  not  answerable  for  any 
piatter  by  him  spoken,  relative  to  the  cause 
in  hand,  and  suggested  in  his  client's  in- 
Btructions,  although  it  should  reflect  upon 


the  reputation  of  another,  and  even  prova 
absolutely  groundless  ;  but  if  he  mentions 
an  untruth  of  his  own  invention,  or  even 
upon  insttuotions,  if  it  be  impertinent  to 
the  cause  in  hand,  he  is  then  liable  to  an 
action  from  the  party  injured.  Counsel 
guilty  of  deceit  or  collusion,  are  punishable 
by  the  statute  of  Westm.  J,  3  Edw.  I.,  o. 
29,  with  imprisonment  for  a  year  and  a 
day ;  and  to  perpetual  eilenco  in  the  courts, 
a  punishment  still  sometimes  inflicted  for 
gross  misdemeanors  in  practice." 

I  mention  this  liberty  of  speech  allowed 
to  counsel,  because  it  is  often  acted  upon 
without  due  discretion,  ?nd  generally  with 
severity,  towards  medicgil  men  ;  barristers 
being  jyell  ajyare  of  the  great  weight  of  their 
eyidenco,  when  the  character  of  tho  witness 
stands  well  in  the  estimation  of  tho  public. 
There  is,  also,  a  general  difference  and  im- 
portance given  to  tho  opinions  of  medical 
witnesses  by  juries  ;  thence  the  counsel  of 
the  a4vcrBe  parties  always  endeavor  to 
weaken  the  importance  of  medical  testimo- 
ny, if  tho  witness  be  a  young  practitioner 
and  little  known,  by  attempting  to  lower 
his  professional  character.  It  is  a  great 
trial  of  patience  to  an  honorable  minded 
man  to  be  obliged  to  sit  and  listen  to  such 
insinuations,  as  are  often  throv^n  out  against 
him  by  counsel  in  open  court ;  but  although 
he  cannot  rise  in  his  place  in  court  to  re- 
but them,  yefc  he  haa  a  claim  upon  the  pro- 
tection of  the  court,  which  he  can  demand 
whenever  he  is  put  into  the  witness  box, 
and  in  the  same  manner  he  can  prevent  the 
counsel  from  brow  beating  him  in  cross- 
examination. 

Besides  attoruies  and  counsel,  juries 
often  put  questions  to  witnesses.  The  jury, 
you  are  well  aware,  U  a  body  of  twelve,  or 
more,  respectable  men,  selected  according 
to  ap  ancient  custom  among  all  northern 
nations,  to  hear  the  merits  of  the  case  and 
to  pass  judgment  upon  it.  "  The  plead-: 
ings  are  opened  to  them  by  counsel  on  that 
side  which  holds  the  affirmative  of  the  qnes- 
tion  at  issue,  but  as  in  law  the  issue  is  always 
said  to  lie,  the  proof  on  the  same  side  is 
required  and  gone  through  ;  and  when  it 
is  completed,  the  counsel  on  tho  other  side 
opens  the  adverse  case,  ^nd  supports  it  h^ 
evidence  ;  and  lastly,  the  party  which  be- 
gan is  again  heard  by  way  of  reply."  In 
this  investigation  there  are  many  "  niceties 
and  distinctions  of  what  is,  or  is  not,  legal 
evidence  to  a  jury,"  f  omc  of  which  it  is 
requisite  you  should  know,  and  they  iball 
be  brought  before  you  in  their  propei' 
places. 
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The  judges  are  appointed  to  regulate  the 
whole  proceedings,  to  expound  the  law  as 
applicable  to  the  facts,  and  to  decide  upon 
all  interlocutory  matters  which  arise  collat- 
erally in  the  course  of  the  trial. 

IReported  expressly  for  the  Northern  Lancet  aud  Legal  Ga- 
zette] 

Trial  Vf  Henry  Worden, 

FOR  ASSAULT  A'ND    BATTERY    WITH    INTENT 
TO    MURDER^  &C.,  GILBERT  WORDEN. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK,  Clinton  County,  ss. 

The  People,     "]      At  a  Court  of  Oyer 
vs.  [  and  Terminer  and  gen- 

Henry  Worden.  J  eral  Jail  delivery,  hold- 
en  at  the  Court  House  in  the  town  of 
Plattsburgh,  in  and  for  the  County  of  Clin- 
ton, on  the  4th  day  of  February,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  before  Augustus  C.  Hand, 
Esquire,  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  fourth  cir- 
cuit presiding,and  Lemuel  Stetson, County 
Judge,  and  John  W.  Havens  and  Robert 
Berkely,  Esquires,  Associate  Justices,  of 
the  County  of  Clinton  aforesaid. 

The  following  persons  were  empannelled 

jis  Jurors : 

jPlIny  Moore,  Farmer,     Champlain. 
^handler  C.  Stearns,  Farmer,     Champlain. 

J.  B.  Hathaway,  Mechanic,  Schuyler  Falls. 

Thomas  Dodds,  Farmer,     Champlain. 

A.  J.  Barlow,  Farmer,     Black  Brook. 

George  W.  Day,  Mechanic,  Plattsburgh. 

Stukely  Arnold,  Farmer,     Schuyler  Falls. 

Richard  Thew,  Farmer,     Ausable, 

Miles  FIsk,  Farmer,     Chazy. 

James  Carney,  Farmer,     Beekmantown. 

Samuel  Hay,  Farmer,     Mooers. 

Lysander  Oliver,  Farmer,     Beekmantown. 

The  prosecution  was  conducted  by  L.  D. 
Brock,  Esq.,  District  Attorney,  assisted  by 
S.  B.  M.  BacKWiTH,  Esq. 

The  defence  by  G.  Beckwith,  Esq.,  as- 
sisted by  D.  B.  McNeil  and  C.  F.  Tabor, 
Esqrs. 

L.  D.  Brock.  Henry  Worden,  the  pris- 
oner at  the  Bar,  is  arraigned  for  the  crime 
of  attempting  the  life  of  hjs  son  Gilbert. — 
The  occurrence  took  place  at  Chazy,  eight 
miles  north  of  this  VU^Jige,  oa  the  17th  of 
November  last.  The  sarpe  day  he  was  ar- 
rested and  lodged  in  the  County  Jail,  where 
he  has  since  remained.  The  evidence  for 
the  people  will  prove  most  clnaTly  andmcist 


satisfactorily,  that  the   attack  was  unwar- 
ranted.    Gilbert  Worden,  had  been  living 
with  his  father  during  the  summer,  and  waa 
peaceably  engaged,  assisted  by  three  friends, 
in  removing  his  property  ; — without   any 
cause,  without  any  warning,  save    that   of 
the  mother,  whose  words  had  been  scarcely 
spoken,  Henry  Worden,  the  prisoner  bo- 
fore  you,  steps  out,  and  in  cool  blood  and 
hellish  determination,  shoots  down  his  son. 
The  deed  committed,  is  he  repentant  .^— 
No.     Gilbert,  bleeding  and  crippled,  is  or- 
dered by  a  brute  of  a  parent,  to   leave   the 
premises  immediately,  or  he  will   complete 
the  work  of  murder,  by  firing  a  ball  through 
his  heart.     And  more,  with  pistol  in  hand, 
he  attempts,  three  or  four  times,  to  fire   at 
the  young  men,  the  friends  of  his  son.    Not 
a  step  was  taken,  not  a   motion  was  made 
during  that  day,  but  the  prisoner  had  the 
murderous  instrument  at  hand.     What  has 
been  his  conduct  while  in  confinement } — 
His  cursings  and  ravings   could  be   heard 
throughout  the  house,  and  at  this  very  mo- 
ment of  standing  his  trial,  he  swears  venge* 
ance  and  blood  upon  those  who  were  jpstru- 
me^tal  in  bringing  him  to  justice,and  against 
those  whose  evidence  will  make  him   suffep 
the    penalty   of  forfeited   laws.     What   is 
Henry  Wordea's  character  .^=— the  most  ir^ 
ritable  mind,  the   most  vexatious  temper, 
allied  to  a  natural  disposition  for  quarreU 
}ing  and  threatning,  has  made  him  the  terror 
pf  his  family,  and  the  dread  of  his  neigh- 
bors.    His  conduct  has  estranged  the   feel- 
ings of  the  members  of  his  family — ^he   has 
forced  some  of  his  children  to  seek  shelter 
elsewhere.     Gilbert  Worden,  his  oldest  son, 
was  leaving  his  inhospitable  roof,  and   was 
peaceably  removing  the  little  worldly  goods 
he  possessed,  when  his  father  opposes  him 
against  3,11  law  and  justice,  and   though   he 
did  pot  }cill  him,  he  has  inflicted  aji   injury 
the  son  will  carry  to  the  grave,  the  murder- 
ovja  stain  of  the  hands  of  a  madcjeped  fath- 
er.    There  are  wUftesses  to  prove  that   the 
deed  was  premeditated,  on  the  part  of  the 
father,  and  wholly  unexpected  on  that   of 
the  son.     Had  they  anticipated  such  an  oc- 
currence would  they  have  gone  and  wicked- 
ly jeopardized  their  lives  for  a  colt  and  n 
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few  sheep  ?  No,  they  would  not.  They 
would  have  resorted  to  legal  proceedings  to 
obtain  and  remove  the  property  ;  and  had 
they  gone  with  the  intention  of  provoking 
an  altercation,  they  would  have  been  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  prisoner  oa  the  same 
grounds. 

The  first  witness  we  shall   examine   will 
be 

Renselaer  Oliver,  by  L.  D.  Brock. — 
I  live  in  Chazy,  near  the  Brick  Tavern  ;  I 
know  Henry  Worden  and  his  son  Gilbert ; 
was  present  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  ; 
I  had  been  working  for  Gilbert  for  some 
time  previous,  and  assisted  him  in  remov- 
ing the  things  from  his  father's  house  ;  1 
was  told  to  go  for  the  cattle  ;  Henry  Wor- 
den came  out  and  asked  me  where  I  was 
going,  when  I  answered  that  I  was  going 
for  the  sheep ;  Henry  Wordeu  said  that 
they  were  on  the  east  side  of  the  hill ;  I 
went  on  the  farm  with  Gilbert  Worden,  Lo- 
renzo Dow  Worden  and  Seymour  Monty ; 
I  went,  caught  the  sheep  and  tied  them, 
while  Gilbert  was  gone  for  the  cow ;  Lo- 
renzo then  remained  with  the  sheep ;  S. 
Monty  came  with  the  wagon  and  helped 
load  the  sheep  ;  the  colt  was  tied  at  the 
back  end  of  the  wagon  ;  Gilbert  was  driv- 
ing the  cow  towards  the  house,  and  being 
about  twenty  rods  ofi^,  Mrs.  Henry  Worden 
came  out  of  the  house  and  said  not  to  take 
the  colt  and  heifer  away,  that  Mr.  Worden 
would  shoot  us,  and  that  we  had  nothing  to 
do  with  them ;  Gilbert  had  gone  to  the 
barn  for  the  cow.  Worden  came  from 
round  the  north-east  corner  of  the  hoQse, 
with  his  gun  in  his  hand  ;  the  hoase  stands 
some  three  rods  from  the  road ;  there  are 
two  barns  on  Wordcn's  farm,  oae  north-west 
and  the  other  north-east  from  the  house  ; 
Worden  saw  Gilbert  coming  from  the  barn 
driving  the  cow  ;  he  raised  his  gun  saying 
with  an  oath  "  I've  a  good  mind  to  shoot 
you  from  here."  Gilbert  had  hired  the 
cow  the  day  before.  Worden  walked  on  a 
few  rods  farther  towards  the  wagon,  and 
went  to  take  hold  of  the  colt;  the  colt 
backed  and  fell  down  ;  Lorenzo  spoke  and 
said  "Father,  the  colt  will  break  his  neck." 
Gilbert  was  at  the  time  east  of  the  wagon, 


driving  the  cow,  he  spoke  out,  "  Father,  let 
the  colt  alone ;"  the  old  man  replied  by 
turning  round  and  saying  to  his  wife, 
"  Mother,  get  out  of  the  way,  I'm  going  to 
shoot  him  ;"  she  was  nearly  in  range  with 
Gilbert,  she  stepped  aside,  he  raised  his 
gun  and  fired ;  Gilbert  was  three  or  four 
rods  from  his  father  ;  I  saw  him  fall  down  ; 
Worden  told  L.  Worden,  S.  Monty  and 
myself  to  clear  out  of  his  premises,  or  that 
he  would  put  a  ball  through  us  ;  as  I  walked 
by  him  he  drew  a  pistol  from  his  breast  and 
snapped  it  at  me  ;  I  ran,  he  chased  me, 
snapped  again  and  then  turned  back  ;  I  ran 
on  to  the  main  road  ;  Worden  went  back 
in  the  house  and  brought  out  a  table  and  a 
broom  ;  his  gun  was  on  the  table  ;  he  set 
the  things  down  in  the  road,  and  said  if  any 
one  went  back  to  help  Gilbert  he  would 
put  a  ball  through  him  ;  he  then  went  into 
the  house  and  raised  the  chamber  window  j 
he  had  his  gun  with  him  up  stairs.  I  went 
home,  half  a  mile  oflF.  When  I  returned^ 
Worden  was  feeding  his  hogs,  he  had  hie 
gun  in  one  hand ;  Gilbert  was  then  at  my 
father's  ;  old  Wordezj  said,  yoUng  man,  let 
me  catch  you  on  my  premises  ;  my  father'tf 
house  is  across  the  road,  to  the  south-east, 
and  some  ten  or  twelve  rods  from  Worden's. 
When  I  first  ran  away,  Gilbert  was  on  the 
ground ;  S.  Monty  was  still  there  ;  the  old 
man  chased  me  off;  I  went  home  to  get 
help  to  assist  Gilbert ;  he  was  that  day 
moving  to  my  father's  ;  the  day  before  ho 
was  living  with  Worden  ;  Gilbert  Was  car- 
rying on  part  of  Worden's  farm  ;  when  I 
went  home,  Gilbert  was  on  the  front  side 
of  the  bed,  crying  and  complaining. 

Cross-examined  by  G.  Beckwith.-^ 
Gilbert  married  my  sister.  Worden  did 
not  appear  to  oppose  our  taking  the  sheep 
and  cow,  it  was  only  the  heifer  and  colt  he 
did  not  wish  us  to  touch.  Gilbert  came  to 
his  father's  in  time  to  do  spring  work.  I 
had  no  club  when  1  first  went  there,  they 
were  picked  up  in  the  field,  to  drive  the 
cattle,  I  was  at  a  short  distance  from  the 
colt.  I  never  struck  at  old  Worden.  i 
don't  know  if  Lorenzo  threw  a  stone.  Gil- 
bert had  a  stick  in  his  hand  to  drive  the 
Think  not  he  threatened  the  old  ma». 


cow 


n 


NOBTHERN  LANCET. 


I  ^d  not  know  that  there  was  to  be  a  fight 
for  taking  the  colt  and  heifer  at^ay.  Gil-' 
bert  had  been  forbidden  fo  6offio  thefo  atfd 
get  them.  We  all  three  worked  for  Gilbert, 
and  were  helping  him  to  move  bis  things. 
I  bad  sSopped  working  forjbim  the  day  be- 
foref.  When  VVctden  came  out  of  the 
house  with  his  gtm,  he'  did  not  forbid  tis 
touchiflg  the  «dlt  or  heifer,  blit  wotfM  shoot 
■ome  of  us  if  \*o  drove  them.  There  has 
been  much  difficulty  between  Worden's 
family  and  ours.  Sotaethne  before,  I  had 
heard  that  Worden  had  said  that  Gilbert 
should  not  drive  off  the  colt  bor  heifer.  I 
don't  know  if  Lorenzo  went  away. 

Sktmour  Moxtt,  examined  by  L.  D. 
Brock.  I  know  both  parties.  1  lived 
with  Gilbert  last  November ;  Gilbert  mov- 
ed the  16th  and  finished  on  the  17th  of  that 
month,  that  day  I  went  with  him  and  others 
to  get  the  rest  of  his  furniture,  also  the 
Rhcep,  cow,  heifer  and  colt  j  I  started  to  go 
for  the  sheep  ;  Worden  came  out  and  wanted 
to  know  where  I  was  going,  I  told  him  for 
the  sheep,  he  said  thej  were  on  the  cast 
eide  of  the  hill ;  caught  the  sheep  and  tied 
then? ;  there  t^ere  ffte  sheep.  Gilbert  f ofd 
ta.^  to  go  in  his  father^s  hotise,  get  the  hal- 
ter and  catch  the  colt  ;  went  where  the 
sheep  were  and  loaded  them  into  the  wagon, 
drove  on  where  they  were  catching  the  colt. 
Lorenzo  helped  to  put  the  sheep  in  the 
wagon.  Drove  to  tho  north  end  of  the 
K)t  to  get  thB  colt  and  heif<^r.  I  put  the 
halter  on  the  colt  end  tied  him  behind 
the  wagon.  I  took  up  n  stick  to  drive 
the  h*>ifer.  Lorenzo  was  in  tho  wagon. — 
Drove  tSe  coltslong,  and  was  near  to  the 
house,  "when  Gibert  crossed  over  to  the  cast 
barn  to  get  Ms  cow.  Mrs.  Worden  came 
out  of  the  house,  with  a  stick  in  her  hand, 
and  told  tils  to  let  the  heifer  amd  coTt  go,  or 
Mr.  Worden  ■frouM  come  out  end  shoot 
some  of  U3.  Saw  Worden  come  from  rotfnd 
the  corner  of  the  shed  part  of  the  house 
with  his  gun,  he  walked  aoout  four  or  five 
rods  from  the  house,  and  said  to  Gilbert, 
he  had  a  good  mind  to  ehoot  him  from 
there  ;  he  went  round  to  the  back  end  of 
the  wagou  where  the  colt  wattied,  and  tried 
to   take  off  the  halter,  thoTolt  fell  down 


Gilbert  #a8  coming  from  the  eaat  barn  with 
his  60^,  he  told  his  father  to  be  off  to  the 
hotiso  anxl  Ie(  the  colt  alone.  GilBerf  still 
came  up  towards  the  wagon,  and  stopped 
two  or  three  rods  from  it.  Worden  said  to 
his  wife,  "  Stand  out  of  the  way,  Mother, 
I'm  going  to  shoot  him."  Mrs.  Worden 
stepped  one  side.  He  fired,  and  Gilbert 
fell  iovta,  he  tried  to  get  up,  and  fell  down 
agahi.  No'  one  helped  hil!a  alt  the  «i*m«.— 
Saw  R.  Oliver  going  up  to'  him,  and  the 
old  man  took  a  pistol  from  his  breast  and 
fired  it  at  him ;  he  drew  up  the  gun  to 
strike  his  son  Lorenzo,  when  this  one  took 
up  a-  stone,  threw  it  at  the  old  min  and 
struck  him.  Loretffia  was  in  th'e  ^agon  at 
the  time  the  gun  was  fired,  he  then  jumped 
out.  Worden  Was  two  or  three  rods  from 
Gilbert,  he  chased  Oli^^er  when  he  passed 
him  and  snapped  his  pistol  at  hini,  and 
fired  the  gun  towards  the  road  at  him,  twelve 
or  fourteen  rods  off.  I  was  near  the  wag- 
on. Worden  came  back  to  the  wagon  and 
told  me  to  be  off,  or  he  would  put  a  ball 
through  me.  I  saw  hh»  ptft  a  cap  ofl  hia 
pTstoI;  when  X  passied  he  snapped  his  piktot 
at  me,  he  snapped  it  twice,  I  went  off  tho 
premises  to  the  other  side  of  the  road  to 
Mr.  Oliver's.  Saw  Worden  come  out  of 
the  house  with  the  table  and  broom.  The 
gun  was  On'  the  ta'Bfe.  He  sat  the  table  down 
in  the  road,  atid  thre#  the  Groom  as  far  as 
he  conld,  h^  took  the  gun,  turned  round, 

went  into  the   yard  and  shut  the  gate. 

Worden  thentxirned  round  and  said,  he  had 
a  mind"  to  shoot  mo  fronl  t?here'.  Oliver's 
house  i^  a  little  south  west  of  Wordfen's.  1 
don't  know  what  1  went  over  there  for.  He 
drew  up  the  gun  to  shoot  me  and  I  jumped 
into  the  house.  No  one  lived  in  the  house  at 
the  time,  it  was  an  old  one.  George  Wor- 
den drove  Gilbert's  wagon  into  the  road,  be 
was  lying  Qpion  the  sheep.  I  then  too^  the 
lines  and  drote  fo  Oliver's  hoUse.  I  don'E 
know  where  old  Worden  was  at  the  time. — 
I  unharnessed  the  horses.  Lorenzo  started 
for  the  doctor  and  I  went  for  a  warrant. ^^ 
Gilbert  was  helped  faio  the  wagon  by  hi's 
mother  and  his  fittle  brother  George. — 
While  Gilbert  was  on  the  ground,  Worden 
told  him  if  he  was  not  off  in  fifteen  minute.*, 
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he  would  put   a   ball    through   his   heart. 
Cross-examined    by    G.   Beckwitii.     1 
knew  not  that  there  Was  to  be  a  fight.     I 
ktlew  that  Wordea  had  forbidden  Gilbert  to 
take  the  colt  and  heifer.     He  said  "  Moth- 
er, get  out  of  the  way,  I'm  going  to  shoot 
him."     Gilbert   was   coming   towards  the 
wagon  with  the  cow,  he  made  no  threats.^— 
He  had  a  stiek  in  liis  hand.     I  never  threw 
a  stone  or  stick  til  Worden,  nor   made  the 
attempt      Lorenzo  jumped  out  of  the  east 
side  of  the    wagon,  he   only  picked  up  a 
stone,  when   Wordea  drew  up  the  gun,  to 
throw  it  at  him.     I  saw  Gilbert  fall  when 
he  was  shot,     Wordea  was  soutli  of  me. — 
R.  Oliver  was   tiorth-east  of    me.     After 
firing,  Worden  went  intt)    the  shed  part  of 
the  house,  and  I  saw  him  come  out  with  the 
table.     He  brought  the  table   out  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes   after   he    shot   Gilbert. — 
When    I    drove  off,    I  went  "over  to   Mr. 
Oliver's  house,  and  could  not  sec  Worden's 
motions.     Saw  a  powder  horn  in  his  hands. 
He  drove  the  rest  of  the  boys  immediate- 
ly off,  and  then  came  back  to  me.     I  left 
after  Lorenzo,  and  was  the  last  out  of  the 
field.     Know  not  where  Lorenzo  then  went. 
"  Did  he  go  to   Mr.  Gillenou  for  a  gun  .?" 
(Question  objected   to  and    sustained.)-^ 
Worden   went  back  to    the  wagon  and  cut 
the  halter  from  the  colt.     There  was  no  colt 
when  the  wagon  was  brought  into  the  road. 
Did  not  get  the  colt  nor  the  heifer.     I  know 
not  how  many   sheep   Gilbert  had,  but  we 
took  five.     Heard  no  harsh  words  till  after 
Worden  had  shot  Gilbert.      I  did  not  hear 
him  say  "  let  the  colt  alone,  or  I  will  knock 
your  brains  out."     I  pointed  out  to  Doty 
the  situation  where   the  transaction    took 
place.     I  never  said  that  I  could  have  killed 
him,  or  would   have  bound  him  (old  Wor- 
den).    I  heard  him  not  say  that  he  would 
not  take  them.     I  have  lived,  and  am  now 
living  with  Gilbert. 

Adaline  Oliver.  By  L.  D.  Brock. — 
I  know  both  parties,  Gilbert  married  my 
sister.  Was  at  home  on  the  17th  day  of 
last  November,  was  up  in  the  chamber  at 
my  father's  house,  a'qd  looking  out  of  the 
window.  Was  out  in  the  road  and  saw 
Worden  come  out  to  the  hog  yard  with  n  pail 


in  one  hjtnd  and  a  gun  in  the   other.  "  I 
heard  him  swear   that  the  first  one   who 
drof  e  off  the  heifer   and  colt,  wotitd  have  a 
ball  through  him.     Saw  him  talking  to  no 
one.     The  four  young  men  were  out  in  the 
field  getting  the  Cattle.     I  ^&5  eight  or  ten 
rods  from  Worden.     1  Wetit  itito  the  lioUsCj 
Up  stairs,  and  looked  out  of  the  window.^ 
Saw  him  go  to  the  bars  with  his  gun  in  his 
hand.     Saw  Gilbert  out  at  the  east  barnj 
driving  the  cow.     Saw  Wordcti  go  round  to 
the  back  part  of  the  •fragon.     Could  not 
hear  what  was  said.     Mrs.    Wordeti  was 
there.    Gun  was  fired  and  Gilbert  fell     He 
Was  some  two  or  three    rods  from   Wor- 
den.    Saw  Gilbert  get  up   and  foil  down 
again.     Saw    Worden  chase   my   brother, 
Rensselaer,  and  Loreiizo  Worden  into  the 
road  with  a  pistdl  in  his  hand.      Saw  him 
go  back  and  chase  out  Seymour  Monty. — 
Saw  nothibg  in  his  hands  when  running  after 
Monty.     Mrs.    Worden  was   part   of  the 
time  where   Gilbert  was,  and  part  of  the 
time  I  could  not  see  her.     Saw  no    one 
round  Gilbert    but   his   mother  and  littla 
brother,  George.     It  was  some  twenty  min- 
utes before   I  saw  them  put  him  into   the 
wagon.     Saw  old  Worden  bring  the  table 
and  broom  out  into  the  road,  the  gun  was 
on  the  table  and  he  threw  the  broom  away 
ofi".     I  spoke  to  to  him  about  killing  his  son. 
He  said  that  he  had  only  broken  his  leg,  but 
that  he  would  put  a  ball  through  hia  heart, 
or  through  any  one  who  would  come  to  as- 
sist him.     He   said    so  when  Gilbert  was 
still  on  the  ground.     I  saw  him  draw  up  his 
gun     after  he     had    passed   through    the 
gate,   and  heard  him   say   that  he  wished 
to   shoot    Seymour  Monty  from    there. — 
George  Worden  drove  the  wagon  as  far  as 
the  toad.     From  there  Seyinour  drove  it  to 
father's  house.     I  saw  Gilbert  lying  on  the 
sheep,  leaning  on  his  elbow,  his  legs  hanging 
down  off  the  side  of  the  wagon.     My  sister 
and  aunt  helped  me  to  take  him  out  of  the 
wagon  and  carried  him  into  the   house.—  - 
Lorenzo  Worden   went  for  Doctor  Steven- 
son. 

Cross-examined  by  G.  Beck  with. — 
There  lias  been  some  difficulty  between 
Worden's  family  and  ours,  more  or  less,  at 


different  times. 
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Doctor  M.  Stea'£Nson.  Bj  L.  D.  Brock. 
I  found  Gilbert  at  Oliver's  house.  He  was 
on  the  bed,  and  the  left  limb  very  bloody. 
On  examination  I  perceived  injuries  done 
by  two  balls  and  a  quantity  of  shot.  The 
left  thigh  bone  was  broken.  One  ball  had 
entered  at  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  four  inch- 
es above  the  knee,  and  had  broken  the 
bone.  The  other  ball  had  passed  through, 
leaving  a  hole  upon  the  other  side.  The 
lower  ball  had  entered  two  inches  below,  a 
little  more  on  the  inside  of  the  thigh,  and 
glanced  downwards  towards  the  ham.  All 
the  wounds  had  an  oblique  direction. — 
There  were  thirty-nine  shot  in  the  left  limb, 
and  twelve  on  the  out-side  of  the  right 
thigh.  Both  bullets  came  very  near  the  fe- 
moral artery  ;  the  lower  was  nearer  to  the 
urtery  than  the  upper  one.  1  consider  the 
wound  a  very  dangerous  wound.  Had  the 
artery  been  touched,  the  man  must  have 
bled  to  death  in  a  few  minutes.  Thinking 
there  might  be  some  difficulty,  1  called  Dr. 
Kane,  as  counsel.  I  did  not  see  Henry 
Worden  at  that  time,  nor  Mrs.  Worden. — 
I  attended  him  daily  for  several  days.  He 
recovered  sooner  than  I  expected.  I  was 
at  his  house  last  week,  having  heard  from 
Bome  one  that  he  was  worse.  Think  he 
will  recover,  and  that  it  will  not  produce 
a  permanent  injury.  He  still  walks  with 
a  cane  or  crutch.  There  is  some  flexion 
and  extension  of  the  knee  joint.  I  hope  he 
will  be  permanently  cured.  The  limb  is 
shorter  some  three-quarters  of  an  inch  than 
the  other. 

Doctor  Edward  Kane.  I  saw  Gilbert 
Worden,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Steven- 
son, and  found  him  as  the  Doctor  has  de- 
scribed. We  directed  our  measures  to  save 
the  lef?.  The  fracture  was  at  the  lower 
third  of  the  femur,  and  the  wound  was  cer- 
tainly a  very  dangerous  one.  It  will  pro- 
duce permanent  injury.  The  limb  is  three- 
quarters  of  an  inch  shorter  than  the  other. 
The  ball  now  in  the  luab,  the  situation  of 
which  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  ascertain, 
may  be  susceptible  of  producing  very  severe 
injury  to  the  knee  joini  and  surrounding 
tissues,  this  will  be  the  result  of  inflamma- 
tion in  the  cellular  tissue,   caused  by  tht 


presence  of  the  ball.     It  was  some  three 
or  four  weeks  since  I  saw  Gilbert  Worden. 

Cross-examined  by  G.  Beckwith.  The 
ball  may  produce  much  injury  some  time 
hence. 

DEFENCE. 

D.  B.  NcNeil.  The  public  prosecutor 
has  labored  very  much  and  very  industri- 
ously to  make  Mr.  Worden's  case  a  very 
aggravated  one.  He  has  portrayed  it  as 
one  of  the  most  unnatural,  one  of  the  most 
revolting,  ever  presented  to  an  intelligent 
court.  Yes,  think  of  it — a  father  shooting 
his  own  son ! — and  without  provocation, 
that  gentleman  tells  you  ;  but  let  me  re- 
mind you  that  he  is  very  prone  to  make 
such  remarks  in  his  prosecutions,  and  to 
fall  out  at  a  great  distance  for  want  of  proof. 
At  the  time  of  the  unfortunate  occurrence, 
the  excitement  throughout  the  county  bad 
risen  to  such  a  height  that  he  could  not 
have  had  a  fair  trial.  But  more  circum- 
stances have  come  to  light.  The  biassing  in- 
terest of  the  people  has  passed  away.  They 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  real  facta 
of  the  case,  which  at  first  were  of  necessity 
clothed  with  all  that  is  horrible,  all  that  ia 
revolting  to  human  nature.  At  present, 
public  opinion  has  weighed  down  the  scale 
in  his  favor,  and  he  comes  before  an  intel- 
ligent court  and  an  impartial  jury,  to  abide 
the  consequences. 

The  opposite  counsel  has  very  highly 
colored  the  case.  He  gave  the  facts  as 
they  would  favor  his  cause,  but  he  has  care- 
fully avoided  mentioning  any  thing  farther. 
We  shall  prove  that  it  was  a  most  wicked 
provocation  towards  Mr.  Worden.  Two  of 
his  sons,  and  two  other  young  men,  in  the 
prime  of  life  and  vigor,  armed  with  stones 
and  clubs,  have  murderously  conspired 
against  him,  and  they  were  determined  to 
rob  him  of  his  property.  They  were  told 
they  must  not  go  on  the  premises,  witnesses 
for  the  people  have  sworn  to  the  fact,  yet 
they  persisted.  In  that  case  what  could  our 
client  do  ?  He  was  an  old  man,  and  not 
content  with  robbing  him,  one  son  threw  a 
stone  at  the  father  with  evil  intent.  The 
old  man  had  to  protect  himself,  had  to  pro- 
tect his  property,  and  for  so  doing  he  stands 
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accused  of  assault  with  ^intent  to  kill. — 
There  is  one  very  important  witness  absent, 
he  would  not  be  admitted^  in'  this  court. 
(Brock.  Yes,  he  went  to  state  prison, 
but  came  by  it  very  honestly.)  Has  the 
public  prosecutor  elicited  these  facts  from 
his  witnesses  ?  No,  certainly  not.  We 
are  prepared  to  prove  our  assertions,  more, 
we  will  prove  that  they  all  know  the  old 
man  would  resist,  before  allowing  the  rob- 
bing and  carrying  away  of  his  property. — 
Gilbert  Worden's  wife,  now  in  court,  told 
some  persons  whom  she  had  seen^in  Chazy 
that  day,  that  she  must  hurry  home,  and 
that  she  did  not  expect  to  find  her  husband 
living.  Did  the  trespassers  not  know  that 
their  attempt  would  be  attended  with  se- 
vere difficulty,  and  were  they  not  prepared 
for  the  emergency  }  I  will  now  read  a  few 
points  of  law  from  Archbold,  pages  326  and 
327,  where  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Worden 
was  justified  in  shooting,  even  killing,  if 
necessary,  in  order  to  protect  his  property. 
The  first  witness  called  upon  the  part  of 
the  defence  is  George  Worden.  The 
court  now  adjourned  to  meet  at  two  o'clock 
P.  M. 


Suicide  by   Poisoiiig:  with   Use  Es- 
sential  Oil  of  Bitter  Aiinoiids. 


T.  K- 


-  aged  19  years,  black  hair,  and 
ruddy   complexion,    a  journeyman    baker, 
was  sentenced  on  Saturday,  Dec    6,  to  un- 
dergo  fourteen  day's   imprisonment.     He 
was  placed  in  the  cell   of   the   Marylebone 
Police  court,  and  at  twenty  minutes  before 
six  P.  M.  he  was  put  into  the  prison  van, 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  House  of  Correction, 
at  which  place  he  arrived  at  a  quarter  after 
seven.      He  was  in     perfect  health  when 
he  left  the  van.     On  leaving  the  van  at  the 
prison,  he  attracted  the  notice  of  the  gate- 
keeper, who   called  to  hira  by  name,  when 
he   answered  feebly,  "  That's    me,  that's 
me."     With  slight  assistance  he  walked  to 
the  room  where  the  prisoners  are  searched,  - 
when  a  half-ounce  phial    was  found  upon  ! 
him  labelled  "  Essential  Oil  of  Almonds." 
Suspicion  then  arose    that   he    had    taken  i 
poison,  and  Mr.  Wakefield,  surgeon  to  the  i 
prison,  and  Dr.  Smiles,  were  immediately  [ 
in  attendance  upon  the  prisoner.     He  stood  | 
in  the  erect  posture  in  this  room  for  about  j 
five  minutes.     There  was  nothing  striking  ■ 
in  hia  appearance.     No  smell  of  poison  at  j 


his  mouth  ;  the  pupils  much  dilated  ;  pulse 
rapid  and  feeble  ;  skin  pallid.  The  stom- 
ach pump  was  used  and  the  smell  of  essen- 
tial oil  of  almonds  could  be  detected  in  the 
extracted  liquid.  Ammonia  was  freely  ad- 
ministered, and  warmth  applied  to  his  ex- 
tremities, but  he  expired  at  a  quarter  be- 
fore nine  o'clock,  three  hours  after  he  had 
entered  the  van  in  perfect  health. 

The  post-mortem  examination  was  mada 
by  Mr.  Wakefield,  forty  hours  after 
death,  and  he  stated  in  his  evidence,  that 
the  blood  was  fluid  in  all  parts  of  the  body. 
On  taking  off  the  calvarium,  a  considerable 
quantity  of  fluid  blood  escaped,  and  the 
dura  mater  and  substance  of  the  brain  were 
found  gorged  with  blood  There  was  no 
serum  in  the  verticles.  The  pericardium 
contained  an  ounce  or  two  of  serum.  The 
verticles  of  the  heart  contained  fluid  blood  ; 
both  lungs  were  gorged  with  blood,  and 
there  was  small  quantity  of  serum  in  the 
cavities  of  the  pleura.  The  intestines  had 
a  bloodless  appearance.  On  taking  out 
the  stomach  the  contents  had  a  strong  smell 
of  almonds,  and  the  inner  coat  towards  the 
pyloric  orifice,  had  a  red  appearance.  All 
the  other  organs  were  healthy.  The  body 
was  observed  to  have  a  strong  smell  of  al- 
monds before  opening  the  stomach.  There 
were  livid  spots  on  the  skin  of  the  face  and 
neck,  and  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  thighs 
and  legs. 

The  essential  oil  was  not  labelled  "Pois- 
on." The  quantity  was  two  drachms. — 
The  young  man  was  a  person  of  sober  hab- 
its, and  had  never  exhibited  any  signs  of 
mental  derangement. —  [London  Lancet. 

Shape  of  the  external  Ear  in  rela- 
tion to  IMental  Disease. 


M.  Foville  has  made  some  curious,  and, 
I  believe,  original  observations  on  the  shape 
of  the  ear  in  difi"erent  forms  of  insanity, 
and  has  noticed  an  analogy  or  resemblance 
between  the  development  of  diflferent  por- 
tions of  this  organ  and  the  brain  of  the  pa- 
tient. In  some  of  the  cases  of  dementia,  or 
of  the  lowest  degree  of  intelligence,  the  flat- 
ness and  defective  form  of  the  helix,  anti- 
helix,  and  tragus,  and  the  disproportionate 
enlargement  and  pendulosity  of  the  lobe  of 
the  ear,  and  rounded  and  clumsy  shape  of 
the  outer  edge  of  the  auricle,  were  very 
striking.  Subsequent  observations  have  led 
me  to  believe  these  views  to  be  exact  as 
well  as  curious,  and  they  exemplify  the 
abundance  of  external  evidence  available  to 
the  physician  in  relation  to  internal  disov- 
dr>r. 
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Not  very  long  ago,  M.  Foville  was  call- 
ed upon  by  an  intelligent  and  philanthropic 
person,  who  appeared  to  take  much  inter- 
est in  the  management  of  lunatic  asylums  ; 
a,nd  he  was  greatly  struck  with  a  conforma- 
tion of  ears  in  this  gentleman  which  he  had 
never  previously  observed,  except  in  cases 
of  irregularity  qr  disorder.  I  happened 
myself  to  know  thftt  the  individual  who  was 
the  subject  of  this  observation  has  had  sev- 
eral attacks  of  insanity, and  although  now  at 
large  and  exhibiting  considerable  mental  ac- 
tivity, has  repeatedly  been  in  confinement, 
circumstances  of  which  M.  Foville  had  no 
knowledge  when  he  remarked  what  seemed 
to  biu)  an  analagous  peculiarity. — JDr.  Con- 
oily  y  in  British  and  Foreign  Review. 
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No.  3. 
BARON  DUPUYTREN. 

Surgeon  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  of  Paris. 

DupuYTREN,  the  rpost  illustrious  surgeon 
of  Europe,  the  worthy  successor  of  Petit 
q,nd  Dessault,  the  most  accomplished 
Professor  of  the  Parisian  School,  commenc- 
ed a  career  tinctured  with  romance.  Born 
qf  poor  and  humble  parents,  on  the  5th 
Oct.,  1T77,  at  Peirre  Buffiere,  Haut  Vienne, 
his  early  years  were  passed  in  obscurity  ; 
but  fortune  had  traced  with  her  magic  hand 
the  path  of  a  most  extraordinary  man — of 
one  whom  livjqg,all  admired,  but  few  loved, 
*nd  whom  no  one  understood. 

Gae  day  as  he  was  playing  in  the  public 
square  with  other  children  of  his  age,  a 
cavalry  officer,  on  passing  by,  was  struck 
wi-:h  bis  intelligent  appearance,  and  offered 
to  his  parents  to  take  him  to  Paris  and 
cjjjjge  himself  with  his  education.  The 
proposal  was  accepted,  and  the  youth  ar- 
rived at  Paris  in  1789,  at  12  years  of  age. 
He-.io  his  talents  and  assiduity  soon  procur- 
ed him  protectors.  In  J795,  being  scarce- 
ly e:  ghteen  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  to  the  Faculty 
of  Medicine,  In  J  SOI  he  was  nominated 
to  -^^he  place  of  Chief  of  the  Anatomical 
h  orks.  In  1813  he  received  his  degree, 
and  at  the  same  time  was  named  as.sistant 
su?reon  to  the  Hotel  Vieu,  In  IS  12,  at 
the  '^d  of  a  most  brilliant  couoourse,  he  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  chair  of  Operative 
Medicine,  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  cele- 
brated SABATfER,  whence  in  1815  he  was 
trai^sferred  to  the  chair  of  Clinical  Sur- 
gery which  he  filled  during  nearly  twenty 
years 


In  Nov.  1833,  his  health  first  gave  symp- 
toms of  decay.  Oa  ihe  5th  of  that  month, 
he  was  seized  with  a  liglvt  fit  of  apoplexy, 
'  which  soon  passed  oft",  leaving  behind  it 
I  some  difl&culty  of  speaking  and  causing  a 
deviation  of  the  mouth  to  the  right  side. — 
The  warning  could  not  be  mistaken,  but 
the  unbending  and  gigantic  mind  of  Du- 
puvTREN  incited  him  to  continue  his  labors 
at  the  hospital,  and  it  was  only  by  force 
that  his  family  carried  him  to  Naples,  in 
the  end  of  Nov.  He  returned  to  Paris  in 
May  1834,  and  immediately  resumed  his 
lectures  and  visits  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  but 
there  presented  nothing  save  the  wreck  of 
former  greatness,  struggling  against  a  fatal 
disease,  and  determined  to  hold  out  to  the 
last.  His  tongue,  once  so  eloquent  and 
polished  in  its  language,  now  faltered  at 
every  sentence,  while  the  remnant  of  dis- 
tortion of  the  mouth  gave  the  most  painful 
expression  to  his  once  handsome,but  cynical 
countenance.  The  fatigue  consequent  up- 
on his  attendance  at  the  last  concourse,wa3 
in  all  probability  the  immediate  cause  of 
his  death,  by  developing  a  pleurisy,  which 
was  at  first  overlooked,  the  brain  being  con- 
sidered to  be  the  only  organ  aS"ected.  The 
fatal  disease  gradually  gained  ground,  and 
after  11  days  of  painful  suffering,  which 
was  borne  with  the  most  heroic  indifl^erence, 
terminated  his  existence  on  the  8th  Feb., 
183.5,  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  in 
the  58th  year  of  his  age. 

DupuYTREN  preserved  his  intellectual 
faculties  to  the  last,  and  never  ceased  to 
give  proof  of  the  possession  of  that  well- 
tempered  courage  and  disregard,  which 
were  to  be  expected  in  a  man  of  his  charac- 
ter and  disposition,  and  one  who  had  faced 
the  destroyer  under  almost  every  variety  of 
circumstances.  He  continued  to  give  hia 
consultations  until  within  a  few  days  of  his 
death,  and  the  evening  before  the  occur- 
rence of  the  fatal  event,  he  made  his  do- 
mestic read  the  "  paper  "  as  usual,  in  order 
"  that  he  might  carry  the  freshest  news  of 
disease  out  of  the  world."  He  left  a  large 
fortune  to  his  only  daughter,  about  $1,- 
400,000,  and  also  $30,000  for  the  purpose 
of  instituting  a  chair  of  Pathological  Anat- 
omy- 

The  funeral  car  containing  the  remains 
of  the  first  of  European  surgeons,  wa.s  drawn 
by  the  students  from  the  church  to  the  tomb, 
in  the  Pere  Lachaise  Cemetry.  And  not 
far  from  the  beautiful  monument  of  Gene- 
ral Foy,  rests  Dupuytren.  His  body  was 
accompanied  by  all  the  Professors  of  the 
Faculty  in  their  robes  of  ofUcc,  of  deputa- 


LEGAL  DEPATMENT. 


77 


tionsfrom  the  Academy  of  Medicine  and  the 
Institute,  and  several  peers,  deputies,  &c. 
And  over  his  grave  orations  were  spoken 
by  Orfila,  Lariey,  Bouillaud,  Royer-Col- 
lard  and  Tessier. 

[In  the  next  number  of  the  Northern 
Lancet,  we  will  take  a  view  of  Dupuytren, 
as  3,  man  of  science  and  record  some  notice 
of  what  he  has  done  for  the  advancement  of 
that  art,  to  the  perfection  of  which  his  life 
and  extraordinary  talents  were  incessantly 
devoted] 

RETROSPECT. 

\         Pactice  of  Medicine. 


Treatment  of  Anaemia. 


In  the  treatment  of  Anxmia  (want  of 
blood)  and  its  secondary  disorders,  we  must 
first  ascertain  the  exciting  cause  ;  and  hav- 
ing arrested  or  removed  thi=,  to  improve 
the  condition  of  the  blood,  give  the  prepa- 
rations of  iron  freely,  and  for  a  great  length 
of  time,  with  a  liberal  allowance  of  animal 
food,  and  porter  or  ale,  in  preference  to 
wine.  A  change  of  air,  travelling  and  pas- 
sive exercise,  also  do  good.  Persistence, 
however,  is  atjsolutely  necessary  both  on 
the  part  of  the  patient  and  his  attendant. — 
Dr.  J.  BegbiCf  Lond.  Jour,  of  Med.  1S49. 


Nitre  in  Purpura  Hscmorihagia. 


In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  (land 
scurvy)  discrimination,  and  the  occasional 
use  of  purgatives,  such  as  combinations  of 
rhubarb  with  carbonate  of  soda  in  full  doses, 
will  be  found  indispensable  ;  and  when  the 
disease  supervenes  on  a  plethoric  habit,  ab- 
straction of  blood,  as  a  precursory  measure, 
may  be  required.  The  diet  should  consist 
of  cold  barley  water,  or  gruel.  Then  give 
nitrate  of  potash  in  doses  of  ten  or  twenty 
grains  with  the  same  quantity  of  sugar  dis- 
solved in  cold  water,  every  two  or  three 
hours,  in  urgent  oases  still  more  frequently. 
As  convalescence  progresses,  substitute 
carbonate  of  soda  with  camphor  mixture 
for  the  nitrate  of  potash,  and  gradually  im- 
prove the  diet. — Br.  C.  Carlyon^  Pro. 
Med.  &  Surg.  Jour. 


Apoplexy  Simulated. 


When  symptoms  simulating  those  of  ap- 
oplexy arise  from  mere  cerebral  irritation, 
or  from  ana3mia,  treat  them  (after  remov- 
ing the  cause,  when  practicable)  by  giving 


tonics,  and  especially  chalybeatis,  with  good 
diet.  Let  the  patient  take  moderate  open 
air  exercise,  and  use  such  purgatives  as  will 
secure  gentle  and  regular  action  of  the  bow- 
els. In  extreme  cases  give  even  stimulants. 
When  the  symptoms  are  of  doubtful  origin, 
blister  and  purge  for  a  few  days,  at  the  same 
time  allowing  a  generous  diet,  until  the  ex- 
act nature  of  the  disease  is  ascertained. — 
Dr.  11.  M.  Hughes,  Med.  Gaz. 

Alopecia. 


Alopecia,  or  baldness  following  herpes 
or  pityriasis,  apply  the  following  pomade, 
made  of: — prepared  lard  §ij.  white  wax  3ij. 
melt  them  together,  remove  from  the  fire, 
and  as  the  mixture  begins  to  thicken  by 
cooling,  add  balsam  of  tolu,  5ij.  oil  of  rose- 
mary m.  XX.,  and  stir  them  well.  In  very 
chronic  cases,  or  when  the  baldness  haa 
long  existed,  to  the  above  pomade,  add  one 
drachm  of  tincture  of  cartharides. — Dr. 
NegUgan,  Med.  Gaz. 

Disease  Generally. 


It  is  found  that  the  kidneys  can  depurate 
the  blood,  not  only  of  matters  generally  re- 
garded as  proper  to  their  function,  but  of 
substances  usually  separated  by  other 
emunctories  ;  in  fact  they  remove  all  solu- 
ble noxious  matter.  When,  therefore,  dis- 
ease is  excited  or  aggravated  by  noxious  or 
lethal  effete  matter  in  blood,  we  should  en- 
deavor to  procure  the  decomposition  and 
elimination  of  this  matter,  by  stimulating 
the  depurating  functions  of  the  kidney^^. — 
And  this  may  be  accomplished  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  the  alkalies,  and  their  carbonat^g, 
citrates,  acetates,  and  tartrates,  which  B|0t 
only  stimulates  the  kidneys,  as  do  the  veg- 
etable diuretics,  but  also  increase  the  m...'^a- 
morphoses  of  tissue  going  on  in  the  capillary 
system. — Dr.  Bird,  Med.  Gaz.  ' 

Scarlatina.  >"' 

In  some  epidemics  of  malignant  scar.ixti- 
na,  the  state  of  the  fauces  is  identical  with 
what  occurs  in  epidemic  diphtherite.  1  In 
these  cases,  begin  early  in  the  disease  -  ^*- 
fore  ulceration  commences,  to  give  one  ik 
two  grains  of  calomel  every  four  hours  ;  atd 
apply  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  a  scru- 
ple to  the  oimce,  twice  or  thrice  a  day  to 
all  the  affected  parts.  Internally  give  the 
acetate  ef  ammonia,  or  in  the  latter  stages, 
if  there  are  hasmorrhages  from  the  mucous 
membrane,  or  petechial  spots,  quina  •«'ih 
sulphuric  acid  may  be  exhibited.  If  abcesses 
form  in  the  glands  of  the  neck,  they  to  »ro 
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be  opened  freely  as  soon  as  there  is  fluctua- 
tion or  external  redness. — Dr.  J.  M.  Cole]/, 
Med.  Gaz. 


Gout. 


An  attack  of  gout  is  invariably  depend- 
ent upon  impaired  function  of  the  liver, 
and  is  certain  to  be  relieved  by  a  copious 
evacuation  of  bile.  The  best  way  to  secure 
this  end,  is  to  give  one  of  the  following  pills 
every  four  hours.  R.  Hydi.  chlorid.,  ext. 
colch.  acet.,ext.  aloes  purif.,  aa.  gr.  j.  pulv. 
ipecao.  gr.  ij  M.  fit.  pil.  After  two  or 
three  of  these  pills  have  been  taken  assist 
their  action  by  giving  a  dose  or  two  of  the 
compound  decoction  of  aloes.  By  this 
time  the  paroxysm  will  have  been  relieved  ; 
or  there  is  a  marked  subsidence  of  all  its 
distressing  symptoms.  The  pill.s  may  then 
be  administered  at  longer  intervals  varying 
from  eight  to  twenty-four  hours,  according 
to  circumstances.  The  treatment  I  have 
now  described  possesses  the  cardinal  and 
paramount  requisites  of  being  effectual  to 
the  end  proposed.  In  addition  to  this  it  is 
important  to  know  that  the  combination  of 
calomel  and  aloes  with  colchichum  ;  while 
quickening  and  corrobating  the  specific  ac- 
tion of  tho  latter  on  the  liver,  seems  also  to 
neutralize  all  the  noxious  properties  of  that 
hitherto  formidable  medicine. — [A.  White, 
Esq.,  Med.  Gaz. 

Oastrodynia. 


If  there  is  heart  burn,  with  some  eructa- 
tions, we  try  at  first,  ten  or   fifteen  grains 
of  carbonate    of  potash,  in   two    or    three 
ounces  of    some  aromatic  water  ;    if  this 
fails,  and  an  alterative  alkali  is  indicated, 
give  the  carbonate  of  magnesia.     If  there 
is  sub-inflammatory  congestion  of  the  gas- 
trie   mucous  membrane,  the   tongue  being 
eubunal,  its  edges  red  ;  breath    heavy,  hot 
and  fcetid  ;  bowels  irregular  ;  mine  turbid 
and   high  colored  ;  and  the  uneasiness    of 
the  stomach,  rather  dull  than   afute,  but  [ 
constant ;    if    the  patient    is    young    and 
plethoric,  give  the  compound   infusion    of 
senna,  with  the  sulphate  of  magnesia  or  pot- 
ash, until  the  tongue  cleans,  and  the  stom-  i 
ach-pain  vanishes,  are  all  that  is  necessary.  ' 
If  the  patient  has  passed  the  middle  age  and 
of  gouty  and  rheumatic  predisposition,  avoid  ; 
the   neutral    salts,    correct  tbe    secretions 
and  promote    the  excretions,  by  giving  the 
extract   of  rhubarb  and  blue  pill,  with  or  ' 
without  extract  of  colchiciun,  in  the  pro-' 
portion  of  two  or  three  grains    of  rhubarb 
plus  a  grain  and  a  half  of  bine  pill  and  ex-  ■ 


tract  of  colchicum,  respectively,  and  follow 
it  by  the  infusion  of  senna  and  rhubarb, 
with  tincture  of  cardemoms,  or  the  com- 
pound spirit  of  horse  radish.  If  the  disease 
arises  from  the  ingurgitation  of  bile  as 
evinced  by  extreme  nausea,  bitter  taste  in 
the  mouth,  and  billions  retchings,  begin 
with  an  emetic,  and  then  give  taraxacum 
to  which  sulphate  of  magnesia  may  be  add- 
ed, if  the  evacuations  are  pale  and  ineffi- 
cient. But  if  along  with  bilious  vomiting, 
there  are  bilious  stools,  the  treatment  after 
the  emetic  should  consist  of  little  else  than 
diluents.  If  the  cause  is  flatidency,  give  a 
mixture  composed  of  four  or  six  drachms 
of  the  comp.  tincture  of  ammonia,  and  of 
the  tincture  of  assafoetida,  with  six  or  ei^ht 
ounces  of  compound  infusion  of  senna. — 
The  cardialgia  of  pregnancy  has  no  cure 
but  parturition.  If  interruption  of  the 
menses,  or  suppressed  hemorrhoids  lead  to 
the  gastric  pain,  you  must  treat  it  by  leech- 
es applied  to  the  arms  and  groins,  by  hot 
pediluvia,  and  by  sufficient  and  prudent 
purging.  When  in  old  subjects  it  is  plain- 
ly traceable  to  suppressed  hemorrhoids,  you 
must  treat  it  promptly  by  giving  aloes  in 
the  purgatives,  and  stimulant  suppositories 
inserted.  And  if  the  disease  appears  to  be 
simply  neuralgic,  without  any  appreciable 
cause,  some  of  the  various  sedatives,  nar- 
cotics and  tonics,  mineral  and  vegetable, 
must  be  used,  according  to  the  tempera- 
ment, age  and  sex  of  the  patient. — [Dr. 
R.  Dick,  London  Lancet. 

Surgery. 

Irreducible  Hernia. 


Mr.  Cooper,  in  the  Med.  Gazette,  reports 
the  following  manner  of  treating  irreduci- 
ble hernia  without  obstruction,  the  object' 
being  of  course,  to  convert  it  into  the  re- 
ducible form.  In  the  first  instance,  give 
purgatives,  to  produce  a  complete  evacua- 
tion of  the  bowels,  keep  the  patient  in  bed 
with  the  shoulders  and  thighs  raised  to 
relax  the  abdominal  muscles,  and  ice  ap- 
plied frequently  to  the  tumor.  Enjoin 
strictly  a  low  diet,  and  a  grain  of  blue  pill, 
and  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  tartarized  anti- 
mony given  twice  a  day,  with  the  view  of 
stimulating  the  absorbents  to  the  removal 
of  the  fatty  matter  of  the  omentum.  The 
patient  submitted  to  these  restrictions  for 
the  space  of  five  weeks,  but  in  that  time  no 
favorable  change  had  been  produced  be- 
yond a  slight  diminution  in  si«e  of  the  tu- 
mor.    Quite   despondent  at   this  want  of 
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BUccess,  he  suddenly  jumped  out  of  bed, 
when  to  his  great  surprise  and  joy,  the  tu- 
mor immediately  disappeared.  He  applied 
his  truss,  and  has  never  experienced  the 
least  return  of  the  protrusion ;  taking, 
however,  the  precaution  of  always  wearing 
a  truss,  even  in  bed. 


Fractures  of  the  TIiig:li  in  Infants. 

Take  two  narrow  long  strips  of  sheet 
iron,  an  inch  wide,  and  sufficiently  thin  to 
allow  of  being  bent  to  any  angle  required, 
yet  thick  enough  to  bear  the  weight  of  the 
limb  without  yielding.  They  are  applied 
as  follows :  The  child  is  placed  on  its  back 
and  an  assistant  holds  the  limb  in  a  posi- 
tion so  as  to  flex  the  hip  and  knee  joints, 
the  angle  of  inflexion  being  similar  to  that 
employed  when  the  inclined  plane  is  used 
for  adults.  The  two  thin  iron  splints  are 
then  bent  at  right  angles  corresponding  to 
the  hip,  knee  and  ankle  joints,  to  adapt 
themselves  to  the  limb,  in  the  position  in 
which  it  is  held  by  the  assistant.  The  up- 
per splint  should  be  long  enough  to  pass  in 
front  of  the  hip-joint,  to  be  flat  on  the  low- 
er part  of  the  abdomen,  and  to  extend 
down  over  the  instep  to  the  toes.  The 
back  one  should  extend  up  behind 
from  the  buttock,  being  curved  to  fit  its 
shape,  as  high  as  the  posterior  margin  of 
the  crest  of  the  ilium  and  long  enough  to 
extend  down  behind  the  heel  to  the  sole  of 
the  foot.  If  the  splints  are  bent  at  proper 
angles  to  correspond  with  the  shape  and 
position  of  the  hip,  knoe  and  ankle  joints, 
they  will,  when  firmly  bound  to  the  limb, 
keep  it  in  the  position  required,  which  is 
one  that  most  favors  the  correct  apposition 
of  the  ends  of  the  bone,  by  relaxing  all  the 
muscles.  The  limb  must  be  evenly  rolled 
before  applying  the  splints,  and  the  splints 
themselves  be  padded.  The  upper  ends 
of  the  splints  are  to  be  firmly  fixed  to  the 
pelvis  by  passing  the  bandage  many  times 
round  them,  and  occasionally  reversing  the 
direction  of  the  bandage  round  the  ends  of 
the  splints,  to  prevent  their  being  displaced 
laterally. — E.  F.  Londsdale,  Esq.,  Med. 
Gaz. 

Foreii^u  Bodies  in  t£ie  £ar. 


Mr.  J.  P.  Vincent,  in  the  Edin.  Med. 
and  Surg.  Journal,recommends  not  to  make 
tedious  and  painful  attempts  at  extraction  ; 
if  time  is  allowed,  the  natural  processes  will 
cause  the  ejection  of  the  extraneous  body  ; 
and  relates  the  following  case  in  point :  A 
child  was  brought  to  him  with  a  pebble  in 


the  ear.  He  found  it  of  an  oblong  form, 
and  firmly  wedged  in  ;  could  get  the  blades 
of  a  small  pair  of  forceps  to  grasp  it  when 
passed  over  the  short  diameter,  but  could 
not  make  it  stir.  Fcarino;  of  causing  mis- 
chief  by  using  force,  he  directed  the  mother 
to  bring  back  the  child  in  a  fortnight. — 
She  did  so  and  he  found  the  pebble  quite 
loose,  so  that  it  might  be  removed  by  only 
a  shake  of  the  head.  The  body  was  coated 
with  cerumen  (wax,)  and  of  course  inter- 
stitial absorption  had  been  going  on  under 
the  influence  of  the  power  of  relief  setting 
it  free. 


Lachrymal  Obstruction^ 


Examine  the  condition  of  the  mucus 
membrane  of  the  nostril,  and  especially  in 
strumous  subjects,  it  will  often  be  found 
thickened,  congested  and  ulcerated.  Ap- 
ply to  it  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  brush,  an 
ointment  composed  of  three  parts  of  un- 
guentum  hydrargyri  ammonia-chloride,  to 
one  part  of  oil  of  almonds.  A  lotion  of 
four  grains  of  nitrate  of  silver  to  an  ounce 
of  distilled  water,  well  applied  over  the 
membrane  of  the  nostril,  is  also  of  great 
service.  At  the  same  time  attend  careful- 
ly to  the  general  health. — [W.  W.  Cooper, 
Esq.,  Lon.  Jour,  of  Med. 


Miscellauy. 

French  Foundling  Statistics. — From 
a  report  of  M.  de  Wateville  to  the  French 
Government,  we  extract  the  following  data. 
In  the  departments  forming  the  eastern  lim- 
its of  France,  there  is  one  foundling  in  740 
inhabitants,  or  one  abandoned  child  in  119- 
births.  In  the  departments  forming  the  mar- 
itime, question  limits,  there  is  one  foundling 
for  -371  inhabitants,  or  one  abandoned  child 
in  36  births.  In  the  agricultural  districts, 
there  is  one  foundling  with  560  inhabitants, 
and  one  abandoned  child  in  50  births ;  and 
in  the  manufacturing  districts,  there  is  like- 
wise one  foundling  for  560  inhabitants,  and 
one  abandoned  child,  however,  for  58  births. 
Those  departments  which  have  great  cen- 
tres of  population,  have  one  foundling  for 
204  inhabitants,  and  one  abandoned  child 
for  25  births.  It  is  curious  to  observe  how 
the  different  system  adopted  by  government 
influenced  the  number  of  foundlings.  Iq 
1784,  there  were,  in  the  whole  country,  40,- 
000  foundlings  below  twelve  years  of  age. 
Revolving  receiving  boxes  were  instituted  in 
1814,  at  that  time  the  number  of  foundlings 
amounted  to  69,000,  the  territory  of  France 
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being  then  much  extended,  and  reckoning 
40  millions  of  inhabitants.  In  1819,  when 
the  country  had  returned  to  its  original  lim- 
its, the  numbers  were  99,346,  which  grad-  j 
ualy  rose  till  they  reached,  in  1833,  the  | 
high  figure  of  129,699.  To  avoid  such 
heavy  expenses.  Government  induced  the 
local  authorities  to  effect  the  removal  of  the 
children  from  the  place  where  first  deposit- 
ed, and  to  suppress  the  revolving  boxes. — 
Sixty  departments  adopted  the  first  meas- 
ure, and  105  boxes  were  closed.  These 
measures  caused  the  number  to  fall  in  1S38 
to  95,624,  and  there  has  been  but  little  va- 
riation since.  VVhethcr  these  measures 
have  likewise  diminished  the  number  of  il- 
legitimate births,  is  quite  another  question. 
It  is,  however,  interesting  to  compare  the 
results  of  their  changes,  where  they  were 
effected,  with  the  numbers  returned  in  these 
departments  which  did  not  make  any  alter- 
ation in  the  established  custom.  In  the  60 
departments  where  the  children  were  remov- 
ed and  the  boxes  closed,  there  is  now  one 
foundling  for  every  402  inhabitants,  and  one 
abandoned  child  in  45  births.  In  the  26 
where  no  alteration  was  made,  we  have  one 
foundling  for  275  inhabitants,  and  one  a- 
bandoned  child  in  31  births.  How  far  ab- 
orition  and  infanticide  have  increased  in  the 
former  category,  it  is  difficult  to  say,  but  it 
would  be  interesting  to  ascertain  the  fact, 
at  least  approximatively,  by  consulting  the 
judicial  records.  A  very  ugly  feature  in 
the  report,  is  the  neglect  of  the  children  who 
reach  their  twelfth  year.  Surely  that  insti- 
tution must  be  looked  upon  as  incomplete, 
which  gives  up  its  control  at  that  tender  age. 
It  seems,  so  far  as  the  mortality  among  the 
children  is  concerned,  that  the  mean  length 
of  life  is  but /our  years. — London  Lancet, 


'  Ice  IK  Ophthalmia. — Our  readers  are 
aware  that  M.  Chassaignac,  of  Paris,  treats 
infantile  purulent  ophthalmia  by  cold-water 
douching.  This  gentleman  has  lately  ad- 
vised, in  the  Gazette  des  Hopitause,  the 
use  of  ice  in  various  kinds  of  severe  oph- 
thalmia. A  great  number  of  affections  of 
the  eye  have  been  thus  treated,  ranging 
from  the  ophthalmia  which  succeeds  opera- 
tions for  cataract  and  to  external  violence, 
to  hypopium  and  the  most  intense  inflam- 
mations of  the  cornea.  The  author  has  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  the  apparatus 
of  vision  is  the  one  which  illustrates,  in  the 
highest  degree,  the  power  of  continuous 
applications  of  ice.  M.  Chassaignac  does 
not,  however,  advocate  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  ioe,  and  advises  the  ordinary  therapeu- 


tic means  to  be  combined  with  it.  It  is 
applied  by  means  of  a  kind  of  orbital  mask 
of  wire-'trork^  secured  by  a  spring,  the  pad 
of  which  presses  on  the  occiput.  The  mask 
is  composed  of  two  layers,  between  which 
little  basrs  of  ice  are  introduced. 

Clot  Bet. — This  distinguished  surgeon 
has  resigned  his  post  of  Inspector-General 
of  the  IMedical  Department,  and  President 
of  the  council  of  Health  in  Eg3rj)t,  being  a- 
boutto  retire  to  his  native  country, (France.) 
Abbas  Pacha  Viceroy,  has  issued  a  firman, 
designating  Clot  Bey  as  most  honourable, 
skillful,and  distinguished,  and  his  most  faith- 
ful friend.  That  in  consideration  of  his  ser- 
vices, the  half  of  the  annual  income — 16,- 
000  francs,  allowed  Clot  Bey,  shall  be  re- 
tained by  him  for  life  ;  and  that  if  he  should 
die  before  his  three  children  attain  theif 
majority,  one  fourth  of  the  salary  is  to  be 
alloted  them  ;  and  as  a  further  testimony  to 
his  abilitic.'?,  the  Pachn,  confirms  him  in  the 
part  of  brigadier  general,  and  presents  the 
insignia  of  this  appointment  to  him  set  is 
diamonds. — London  Lancet. 

Frequency  of  Poisoning  by  Arsenic*;. 
— From  the  following  table,  drawn  up  by 
^Messrs.  Chevalier  and  Boj-s  de  Loury,  the 
relative  frequency  of  the  use  of  Arsenic 
(Arsenious  acid)  for  criminal  pttrposes  lU 
France,  will  be  seen  at  one  glance  : 
Arsenious  Acid,      34  Opium,  1 

Acetate  of  copper,  7,  Acetate  of  Lead,       1 
Cantharides,  5iCerussia,  1 

Corrosive    Subli-        'Sulphuric  Acid,       i 

mate,  5  Sulphate  of  Zinc,     1 

Nux  Vomica,  4  Mercurial    Oiut- 

Fly  Powder,  3,     ment,  1 

Nitric  Acid  2|Undctermined  Na- 

Sulphur  of  Arsenic,  1  ^     ture  of  Poison,      1 
Tartar  Emetic,         1 1 

Organs  of  similar  or  physiologically  con- 
nected functions  sympathise  in  diseases,  as 
those  also  which  are  connected  by  great 
nerves  or  vessels.  Accordingly  in  diseases 
of  the  one  we  shall  always  find  phenomena 
present  themselves  in  the  others.  In  order 
to  determine  which  is  the  diseased  organ, 
we  have  to  consider  where  the  morbid 
phenomena  are  most  intense,  and  most  per- 
severing and  preserve  their  form  most 
constantly  ;  where  they  first  occur,  and  on 
what  side  the  dependent  organs  participate 
in  the  disease  or  not. — Schill. 

The  longer  the  delirium  continues  in 
fevers,  the  sooner  the  disease  proves  fatal, 
or  leaves  the  nervous  system  in  a  debilitat- 
ed state  after  the  disease. — Id. 
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Popular  Essays  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology. 

BY  HORACE  NELSON,  M.  D. 


No  3. 
Ligaments  and  Muscles. 

la  those  joints  whose  action  is  entirely 
subservient  to  the  will,  the  cartilage  mere- 
ly tips  or  covers  the  extremities  of  the 
bones  ;  but  in  other  parts,  where  the  uio- 
tioQ  is  somewhat  lindted,  and  almost  ob- 
scure, the  ends  of  the  bones  are  firmly  re- 
tained together  by  means  of  the  .sime  liga- 
mentous substance  ;  as  in  the  articulation 
of  the  ribs  with  the  vertetral  column  behind, 
and  with  the  breast  bone  before.  More- 
over, to  facilitate  motion,  and  remove  still 
more  the  possibility  of  friction,  apart  from 
the  smooth  and  elastic  covering  of  the  bony 
extremeties,  we  find,  on  opening  a  fiesh 
joint,  a  clear  and  rather  unctuous  fluid, 
something  like  the  white  of  an  egg,  called 
synovia,  secreted  by  the  arterial  ramifica- 
tions on  the  lining  membrane  of  the  capsu- 
le, or  bag  of  the  joint.  This  fluid,  which 
may  very  properly  be  compared  to  the  oil 
used  in  mechanical  operations,  keeping  all 
the  parts  forming  the  joint  smooth,  and  in 
some  measure  oily,  thereby  fulfilling  the 
last  intention  ret[uircd  for  the  performance 
of  painless,  easy  and  graceful  motion. 

A  man  receives  some  injury  ou  the  knee 
or  elbow  joints  ;  inflammation  sets  in,  mo- 
tion is  rendered  very  painful,  if  aot  impos- 
sible ;  after  a  lingering  illness,  he  recovers 
with  a  stifi"  joint.  What  is  the  cause  of 
this  result }  The  inflammation  has  passed 
into  the  deeper  parts  forming  the  joint ;  the 
fluid  is  no  longer  secreted,  the  ends  of  the 
bones  rub  together,  hence  the  pain,  and  the 
disease  attacking  the  cartilage,  transforms  it 
into  bone,  by  a  process  to  be  explained  in  a 
future  essay  ;  and  when  nature  has  complet- 
ed tliis  new  process,  which  has  been  im- 
posed upon  her  by  accidental  circumstan- 
ces, the  bones,  once  separate,  now  become 
united  together,  they  form  but  one,  and 
consequently  all  motion  is  lost ;  thus,  those 
persons  afiiictcd  with  stifi"  joints,  can  know 
the  cause  of  their  misfortune. 

1  now  have  demonstrated   to  you  that  a 


skeleton  is  a  machine  admirably  calculated 
to  allow  every  variety  of  motion  possible  ; 
but  the  bones    are  incapable    of  moving  of 
themselves,  therefore  man  requires  an  ac- 
tive power,  a  motor  agent,  and  it  is  found  la 
the  muscles.     I  will  remind  you  of  what  is 
called  the  red  flesh  of  animals,  for  example, 
beef,  this  mass  technically  forms  the  mus- 
cular system.     This  flesh   is   composed  of 
many    very   small   bundles  of  soft  fibres, 
united  together  by  intervening  loose  white 
membrane,   which  retains  them  into  larger 
or  smaller  bundles,  according  to  the  situa- 
tion they  occupy,  and  forming  a  separate 
muscle.     The    muscles    aje    the    moving 
powers,  and  are  endowed  with  the  property 
of  contracting    or  shortening   upon  them- 
selves, either  through  the  influence  of  tho 
will,  or  by  the  application  of  external  sub- 
stances,  for   example,  by  stimulants.     It 
will  be  apparent  to  every  one,  that  a  mus- 
cle in    contracting  must   shorten   itself  in 
proportion  to  the  exciting  cause,  and  there- 
fore move  the  joint ;  the  action  being  con- 
tinued  as  in  the   lower  cxtremiites,  it  will 
enable   the   body  to   be  carried  from  one 
place  to  another.     It   is  the  possession   of 
this  faculty,  whose  eff'ect  is  locomotion,  that 
forms  the  characteristic  and  essential  boun- 
dary line  between  the  two  great  kingdoms, 
the  animal  and  the  vegetable.     But  a  ques- 
tion may  present  itself  to  the  reader,  how 
is  this  property  of  contraction  made  availa- 
ble to  locomotive  purposes  ?     How  are  the 
diff"crent  motions  influenced  by  the  will .' — 
I   must  here  premise   that  \vhile   a  great 
number  of  muscular  parts  are  obedient  to 
the  will,  there  are   others,  which,  for  wise 
intentions,  are  placed  wholly  beyond  our 
control.     This  class  of  muscles  is    called 
involuntary,  and  over  their  actions  preside 
the  sympathetic  system  of  nerves  ;  the  mus- 
cular structure  of  the  heart   is  withdrawn 
from  one's  will,  because  it  would  not  have 
been  consistent  with  the  cuds  of  the  Crea- 
tor, to  have  left  such  an  important  function 
as  that  of  the  circulation  to  be  directed  by 
our  caprice.     But  with  regard  to  the  ^ove^- 
ment  of  the  limbs,  as  I  have  just  remarked, 
the  functions  of  speech,  &c.,  are    all  sub- 
jected to  uiau'.s   direction,  and  hence  they 
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are  termed  voluntary  motions.  But  the 
question  still  remains,  how  are  the  com- 
mands of  the  will  conveyed  to  the  muscles  ? 
This  is  effected  through  the  nervous  sys- 
tem, the  consideration  of  which  we  will  for 
the  moment  postpone. 

It  would  seem  that  in  the  body,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  fibres  composing 
a  muscle,  depends  its  strength  ;  thus  the 
disparity  between  different  portions  of  the 
body,  and  much  more  so,  between  different 
individuals.  Moreover,  it  was  impossible 
that  such  a  large  number  of  fibres  could  be 
attached  by  one  single  point  on  the  bone, 
which  was  to  be  the  object  of  the  action  of 
that  muscle  ;  therefore  nature's  hand  has 
lost  them  insensibly  upon  the  extremity  and 
sides  of  a  silvery  and  inelastic  cord  or  ten- 
don, which  thus  becomes  the  point  of  union 
between  the  bone  and  the  fleshy  fibres  ;  the 
effect  being  the  same  as  if  the  muscle  itself 
was  inserted  into  the  bone  ;  this  arrangement 
facilitates  its  action,  and  prevents  the  ne- 
cessity which  in  any  other  case  there  would 
be  of  over  extension  of  the  bone.  Another 
benefit  is  found  in  the  tendons  :  they  main- 
tain the  harmonious  proportions  of  the 
limbs ;  the  fleshy  part  of  the  muscles 
swells  out,  and  throws  itself  in  bold  relief 
under  the  skin,  while  tkc  tendons,  small  and 
delicate,  pass  lightly  from  one  bone  to  the 
other,  without  increasing  the  size  of  the 
joint  to  any  amount.  We  have,  for  ex- 
ample, the  muscles  of  the  forearm,  for  the 
performance  of  the  multiplied  motions  of 
the  wrist,  hand  and  fingers  ;  there  are  no 
less  than  thirteen  muscles  forming  the 
body  of  the  forearm,  and  still  all  those 
muscles  must  pass  over  the  wrist  joint ;  at 
some  distance  from  it,  they  attach  their 
fleshy  fibres  to  the  pearly  flat  tendons, 
these  are  retained  cither  in  grooves,  or  by 
small  arches  of  strong  membrane  thrown 
over  them  and  thus  they  proceed  to  their 
point  of  insertion. 

Berzemus. — The  president  of  the  Acad- 
emy of  Sciences  of  Stockholm,  mentioned, 
in  one  of  the  late  meetings  of  that  society 
that  the  King  had  just  forwarded  3000  rix 
dollars  towards  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  Ber^eliua. 


[Altered  from  the  French  of    Bonleu,  for    tlie  Lancet    anti 
Gazct'.f.] 

WOMAN, 

HER 

Moral  and  Physical  System. 

BY    HORACE   NELSON,   M.    D. 

Amidst  the  multiplied  and  varied  means 
adopted  by  nature  for  the  propagation  of  ra- 
ces, she  has  ordained  that  that  of  the  human 
species  should  be  maintained  by  the  co-op- 
eration of  two  individuals,  resembling  one 
another  by  the  general  features  of  their  or- 
ganization, but  at  the  same  time  appointed 
to  play  their  part  in  the  grand  scheme  of 
life,  by  special  and  just  modes.  This  es- 
sential difference  forms  the  dissimilitude  be- 
tween one  sex  and  the  other,  whose  pecu- 
liarities are  not  limited  to  any  special  por- 
tion of  the  organism,  but  extends  through 
more  or  less  gradations,  to  all. 

There  is,  nevertheless,  one  period  in  the 
life  of  a  human  being,  when  these  differen- 
tial characters  are  absent,  or  but  slightly 
observed.  Man  and  woman,  in  the  ten- 
der years  of  infancy,  present,  at  first 
sight,  no  difference  from  one  another  ;  they 
are  somewhat  endowed  with  the  same  ap- 
pearance. We  observe  the  same  graceful- 
ness and  delicacy  of  organs  ;  the  same  gait, 
and  the  same  silvery  sweet  tone  of  voice  ; 
subservient  to  the  same  functions  and  ne- 
cessities, huddled  together  in  the  innocent 
sports  of  budding  life,  they  excite  in  the 
mind  of  the  spectator  who  beholds  them 
with  pleasure,  no  particular  sensation  by 
which  he  beholds  them.  They  appear 
commendable  by  that  kind  and  tender 
emotion,  which  is  always  awakened  in  our 
hearts,  in  gazing  upon  innocence  wedded  to 
weakness.  Indifferent  and  isolated,  each 
lives,  as  yet,  a  life  of  one  self;  their  pure 
ly  individual  and  absolute  existence  denotes 
none  of  those  relations,  which,  in  after 
years,  must  establish  between  them  a  mu- 
tual life  and  feeling. 

This  ambiguous  state  subsists  but  for  a 
short  and  limited  period.  Nature  soon 
endows  the  "  lord  of  creation  "  with  features 
and  a  character  that  at  once  proclaims  his 
destination.  Hi.":  limbs  lose  the  softness, 
and  those  gentle  outlines,  which,  till  then, 
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he  shared  in  common  with  woman.  The 
muscles,  the  great  agents  of  animal  power, 
by  their  reiterated  contractions,  remove  or 
render  more  dense  the  soft  mucus  tissue 
which  filled  their  interstices,  and  inervated 
them.  They  now  become  more  prominent, 
and  tend  to  imprint  on  each  organ  a  more 
decided  form.  He  is  no  longer  the  same  indi- 
vidual. The  hand  of  Nature  has  worked  a 
universal  change  throughout  his  organiza- 
tion. His  complexion,  now  sallow  and 
masculine,  the  deep  and  strong  tone  of 
voice,  imply  an  addition  of  vigor  necessary 
to  enable  him  to  perform  the  role  he  is  now 
called  upon  to  play.  The  timidity  of  infan- 
cy disappears  before  an  instinct  which 
prompts  him  to  brave  danger.  He  fears 
nothing.  Fiery  blood  circulating  in  his 
vessels,  and  vainly  attempting  to  surmount 
the  bulwarks  which  retain  it,  impels  him 
with  the  thouiiht,  that  he  can  undertake  and 
accomplish  every  thing.  His  tall  and  com- 
manding  figure,  proud  bearing,  bold,  viva- 
cious and  graceful  motions,  his  newly 
awakened  inclinations  and  thoughts,  finally, 
all  in  him,  portrays  the  image  of  strength, 
and  carries  the  stamp  of  the  sex,  which  is 
to  subdue  and  protect  the  more  feeble. 

Woman,  as  she  gradually  advances  from 
infancy,  appears  to  depart  in  a  less  degree 
than  man,  from  her  primitive  constitution. 
Delicate  and  weak,  she  always  retains  some- 
thing of  the  temperament  peculiar  to  chil- 
dren. The  texture  of  her  organs  never  lose 
all  their  original  softness.  The  development 
occasioned  by  age,  in  her  physical  charac- 
rer,  does  not  impart  to  the  organs  the  same 
degree  of  consistency,  which  they  acquire 
in  man.  Nevertheless,  in  proportion  as 
the  features  of  woman  become  developed 
and  established,  we  pereeive  in  her  form, 
in  her  stature  and  its  graceful  proportions, 
differences  which  did  not  exist — differences 
which  were  not  appreciable.  Though  she 
progresses  from  the  same  point  as  man, 
she  develops  herself,  notwithstanding,  in  a 
peculiar  and  special  manner  ;  insomuch, 
that  on  attaining  a  certain  age,  she  finds 
herself,  probably  with  astonishment,  en- 
dowed with  new  attributes,  and  till  that 
moment  unknown  to   herself.     Finally,  a 


new  chain  of  moral  and  physical  relations 
is  formed,  and  which  becomes  to  man  the 
cause  of  a  new  interest  of  attraction,  and 
for  woman  a  source  of  new  wants.  These 
relations,  in  respect  to  the  physical  charac- 
ter, are  in  part  due  to  modifications  of  the 
cellular  tissue,  which  are  moulded  accord- 
ing to  nature's  dictates.  One  of  the  most 
remarkable  results  of  this  change,  is  to  de- 
velop  more  sensibly  the  natural  proportionB 
of  the  different  parts  forming  the  frame- 
work of  the  body. 

We  shall  now  examine  the  structural  pe- 
culiarities observable  to  the  anatomist,  in 
woman.  It  is  a  generally  received  opinion, 
that  the  bones  serving  as  a  support,  and 
foundation  of  the  human  machine,  possesa 
a  diminished  degree  of  hardness,  and  less 
weight  and  volume  in  woman,  than  in  man. 

The  average  height  of  the  latter  is  some 
two  or  three  inches  more  than  the  former  ; 
and  it  is  a  well  known  fact  and  one  of  dai- 
ly observation,  that  man,  by  the  conforma- 
tion of  his  limbs,  is  capable  of  supporting 
a  far  more  considerable  degree  of  pressure, 
than  woman. 

The  most  striking  peculiarities  observa- 
ble in  relation  to  the  bones  in  the  two  sexes, 
are  in  those  which  form  the  inferior  por- 
tion of  the  trunk,  and  the  clavicles  or  col- 
lar bones  at  the  superior  portion  of  the 
chest.  The  ossa  "  innominata,  namelessa 
bones  (familiarly  known  by  the  name  of 
haunch  bones)  assisted  by  the  sacrum  and 
coccyx  (continuation  of  the  vertebral  col- 
umn) form  the  pelvis,  or  basket  of  the  hips  ; 
presenting  in  woman  a  greater  degree  of 
convexity  outwards,  and  therefore,  by  their 
greater  extent  of  curvature,  allow  a  corres- 
ponding degree  of  capacity.  The  pubic 
bones,  closing  the  pelvis  anteriorly,  are 
united  by  a  cartilage  of  less  extent  than  in 
man,  and  projecting  outwardly,  increases 
the  space  between  them  and  the  coccygeal 
bone.  By  the  convexity  of  the  innominate 
bones,  the  femurs,  or  long  bones  of  the 
lower  extremities,  are  removed  farther  from 
one  another  ;  these  last,  as  it  is  well  known, 
forming  the  means  of  articulation  between 
the  trunk  and  the  lower  extremities.  This 
increased  distance  between  the  two  femurs, 
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must  correspondingly  increase  tlie  breadtb 
of  the  hips.  It  must  follow,  also,  that  the 
muscular  system  attached  to  these  bones,  is 
consequently  less  compressed  by  the  recip- 
rocal contact,and  has  a  greater  range  of  ex- 
tension. The  clavicles,  or  collar  bones  are 
straighter  and  less  curved  in  woman  than 
in  man,  in  such  a  way  that  the  chest  and 


what  arc,  in  the  struetftre  of  the  body,-  the 
most  advantageous  conditions,  to  accom- 
plish, in  the  most  perfect  manaer  possible, 
the  intentions  of  nature-  And  by  the 
same  reason,  it  might  probably  be  enabled  to 
ascertain  which  is  the  most  favorable  state 
of  the  organs  for  the  functions  of  life. — 
For,    though   life    appears    to     cleave    to 


haunches   are  in  an  inverse   ratio,  in  the  all  forms,  it  is  maintained  in  a  higher  de- 


two  sexes,  man  having  a   larger  and  more 
expanded    chest   than   woman.     Although 


gree  in  some,  than  in  others.     Monstrosi- 
ties live  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period  ;  but 


theserelations  vary  more  or  less,  in  each  in- 1  those  who    are   excessively   deformed,  die 

dividual,  the  sculptors  and  painters,  in  de- 
termining the  nice  proportions  of  the  con- 
ventional and  ideal    models,  which    serve 

them  as  a  guide  for  their  imitations,  have 

compelled    them   to   adopt    measurements 

which  they  have  acquired  less  in  nature,  as 

observes  Mr.  Buffon,  in  Hist.  Nat.,  Vol. 

4,  p.  321,  than  in  a  thorough   examination 

of  artistical  eflfects.     We  shall  not    dwell 

any   longer  on   details,  more  important  to 

the  student  of  fine  arts,  than  to  the  medical 

or  general  reader,  we  will  rest   satisfied  in 

admiring  the  attention   with  which  nature 

prepares  before  hand  the  instruments  that 
must  serve  the  fulfillment  of  her  dictates  ; 
and  to  mark  on  the  organs  of  the  being.s 
which  she  produces,  the  use  she  is  to  draw 
from  them.  This  special  form,  carefully 
given  to  the  bones  of  woman,  proves  that 
the  difference  of  sexes,  does  not  depend 
solely  upon  some  superficial  variations,  but 
that  it  is  the  result,  probably,  of  as  many 
differences  as  there  are  organs  in  the  hu- 
man body,  though  these  same  differences 
arc  not  all  equally  evident.  Among  those 
which  are  suflaciently  striking  to  arrest  our 
attention,  there  are  some  whose  uses  and 
intentions  are  not  satisfactorily  determined. 
Do  they  essentially  belong  to    the  sex,  or 


away  in  a  very  short  time.  Thus,  anato- 
my, attaining  the  highest  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, could  decide  to  what  point  one  could 
be  deformed,  that  is  removed  from  the  con- 
formation peculiar  to  the  species,  without 
losing  the  faculty  of  reproduction,  and  also 
to  what  degree  one  could  be  deformed, 
without  losing  the  power  of  preserving 
himself.  In  the  second  place,  it  could 
probably  teach  us  so  accurately  the  rela- 
tions of  the  parts,  and  the  different  results 
of  changes  they  are  susceptible  of  under- 
going in  their  respective  positions,  that  in 
seeing  the  state  of  one,  we  could  satisfacto- 
rily judge  of  that  of  the  others  ;  as  in  geom- 
etry, having  ascertained  one  side  and  two 
angles  of  a  tri-angle,  we  must  of  necessity 
know  the  remaining  portions  of  the  figure. 
[To  he  coutinued.'] 
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"  It  is  much  to  be  rcm-ctted  that  roniitrv  praclitior,er.s,  do 
not  more  ffequcntly  publish  the  result  of  tlicir  observations 
anJ  e.xpenence:  much  valuable  knowleilgf  is  lost  to  the 
world,  from  the  neglect  of  this  important  duty."  — [Sir  Aslley 
Cooper. 


A  Spice  of  Modern  Siirger}; 

To  THE  Editors  of  the 

Northern  Lancet  '. 


case,  to- 


Gentlemex  : — The   following 
gether  with  the  remarks  accompanying  it, 
may  not  be  deemed  unworthy  of  a  place  in 


are  they  a  necessary,  though  Indifferent 
consequence  of  the  mechanical  disposition 
of  the  different  parts  which  constitute  it,  as 

in  the  hump-back,  the  curvature  of  the ,  ^j^^"  ^"^j^^^^^  ^^  the  "  Northern  Lancet 
spine  being  always  accompanied  by  a  cer-,^,^.^  Gazette,"  and  may  serve  as  a  lesson 
tain  displacement  of  other  parts,  and  which  ^^  gi^^^^^^  sons  of  i:.sc«/apiMS,  if,  perchance, 
imparts  to  them  all  an  appearance  of  slm-i^^g  ^^^^aMf  to  the  genius  that  figured  here, 
ilarity  >  In  the  first  place,  anatomy  stud-  can  be  believed  to  exist  at  the  present  day. 
ied  to  a  higher  degree  of  perfection  than  it.  That  my  object,  the  advantage  of  society, 
is   at   present,  could    probably   teach  us,  and  the  honor  of   the   profession,    may  not 


HOME    DEPARTMENT. 


.85 


be  said  to  originate  in  base  and  personal 
motives,  I  will  omit  all  mention  of  names, 
or  locality,  especially,  as  I  should  regret 
very  much  to  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  a 
family  already  much  distressed. 

Mrs.   -,   aged  46,  a    robust   and 

healthy  woman,  mother  of  one  child,  ceas- 
ed suddenly  to  menstruate,  having  been  up 
to  that  period,  exceedingly  regular.  She 
became  more  plethoric,  and  after  a  few 
months,  complained  of  a  fullness  and  ten- 
sion of  the  breasts,  one  of  which,  was 
slightly  painful,  and  had  a  small  "  kernel  " 
in  it.  Her  medical  attendant  having  been 
applied  to,  declared  it  a  matter  of  trivial 
importance,  and  permitted  a  continuance 
of  her  ordinary  habits  and  avocations. — 
Her  diet  was  of  the  most  ncurishing  de- 
scription, consisting  mainly  of  meat  at  least 
twice  a  day,  with  wine  and  beer  and  such 
other  luxuries  as  persons  of  ample  fortune, 
small  family,  and  accustomed  from  child- 
hood to  every  dainty,  are  apt  to  indulge  in. 
The  result  was,  that  the  pain  increased, 
and  the  tumor  grew  to  the  size  of  a  hen's 
egg.  At  this  period,  without  the  slightest 
preparation,  the  operation  for  the  excision 
of  the  disease  was  determined  upon.  To 
shield  the  patient  from  the  pain  of  the  op- 
eration, it  was  resolved  to  administer  chlo- 
roform. This  was  accordingly  done,  and 
while  under  its  influence,  the  dress  of  the 
lady  was  removed  and  other  preliminaries 
settled,  at  the  conclusion  of  which,  and  on 
the  first  incision,  consciousness  returned 
and  the  unfortunate  patient  underwent 
the  horrors  of  the  operation  with  every 
sense  of  feeling  morbidly  awakened,  in 
con-sequenee  of  the  previous  quiescence  ! — 
At  the  termination,  and  when  the  aspiring 
Dupiiytren  cxultingly  displayed  the  extir- 
pated mass,  some  of  the  women  present, — 
for  in  his  wisdom,  he  did  not  think  it  meet 
that  a  "brother  chip,"  should  be  in  atten- 
dance— remarked  that  a  large  portion  was 
hft  behind!  Upon  which  discovery  a  new 
process  of  dissection  and  hacking  was  gone 
through,  when  the  operator  triumphantly 
pronounced  the  evil  to  be  eradicated,  "root 
and  branch."  After  the  usual  lapse  of 
time^the  wound  healed.   But  behold,  in  a  few 


weeks,  a  smalljTed,  angry  looking  projec- 
tion was  found  shooting  up  from  the  cica- 
trix, which  rapidly  increased,  accompanied 
by  the  ordinary  burning  and  pungent  pain 
of  cancer.  To  destroy  this  effectually  re- 
course was  now  had  to  some  potent  caustics, 
perhaps  the  much  vaunted  c/i/orft'e  of  zinc ^ 
each  application  of  the  cautery,  morning 
and  evening,  causing  the  most  intense  an- 
guish. In  order  to  "  sustain''''  the  system 
under  these  terrible  ordeals,  the  wine 
was  increased,  and  the  diet  more  aniwal- 
ized  and  stimulating  than  ever  t  The  ob- 
vious and  natural  effect  of  this  treatment  is, 
that  the  disease  is  fast  progressing.  Irri- 
tative fever  has  supervened,  and  an  exten- 
sive sloughing  and  burrowing  of  the  parts 
exists,  which,  by  the  erudite  surgeon,  is 
considei'ed  as  a  favorable  omen,  and  indicat- 
ing that  the  diseased  portion  is  being  "burnt 
out !"  What  must  be  the  inevitable  result 
of  such  a  state,  requires  no  extraordinary 
perception  to  predict. 

The  subject  of  this  interesting  and  im- 
portant case,  is  a  lady  of  fortune,,  of  eheer? 
ful  disposition,  happy  in  her  own  family, 
and  in  a  small  but  choice  circle  of  relatives 
and  friends,  and  up  to  the  moment  of  the 
cessation  of  the  catemenia,  was  remarkable 
for  her  flow  of  spirits,  and  robust  and 
healthy  appearance. 

Remarks. — The  moment  she  complain- 
ed of  the  abnormal  sensations  in  the  breast, 
the  line  of  conduct  would  seem  to  have  been 
quite  manifest.  An  aperient  and  alterative 
course  should  have  been  instituted,together 
with  a  much  reduced  alimentation.  The 
breasts  should  have  been  encompassed  by 
suspensory  bandages;  stays  and  tight  dress- 
es ought  to  have  been  prohibited,  and  the 
friction  of  the  clothes  prevented — in  a  word, 
every  circumstance  tending  to  irritation 
should  have  been  sedulously  avoided. — 
Some  of  the  old  discutient  plasters  would 
have  been  useful  ;  such  as  the  E7np.  Hy- 
drargyria and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  or 
even  the  common  Emp.  Adhesivum^  or 
oiled  silk,  would  have  been  of  service,  by 
confining  the  insensible  perspiration,  and 
keeping  the  surface  moist  and  easy.  By 
these  means  and  proper  constitutional  treat- 
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Itletit  there  might  have  been  good  reasons 
for  expecting  a  perfect  cure,  or  at  least, 
that  the  disease  would  have  remained  latent 
during  the  remainder  of  life. 

On  several  occasions,  in  cases  similar  to 
the  above,  the  writer  has,  by  a  strict  ob- 
servance of  the  above  indications  of  treat- 
ment, succeeded  in  arresting  the  progi-ess 
of  disease  of  the  breast  that  denoted  a  can- 
cerous tendency. 

Should  the   tumor  have  increased,  not- 
withstanding the  above  course   of  medica- 1 
tion,  the    patient   would  have   been  placed  ^ 
under   the    most  favorable    circumstances  j 
possible  for  ensuring  a  perfect  cure  by  the' 
knife.     In   every   case,  however   small  the 
tumor,  it  is  advisable  to  remove  the  whole 
gland,  keeping   the  knife  between  the  skin 
and  the  breast,  in  the  layers  of  cellular  and 
adipous  tissues  which  surround  its  external 
aspect,  and  detaching   it  carefully  from  its 
fibrous    connections   beneath.     The  opera- 
tion   thus   conducted,  no    portion   of   the 
scirrhus  could   remain,  and  there  would  be 
no  ciliel   cutting  of  the  pectoral   muscle, 
both  events  of  too  frequent  occurrence. — 
Even  after  the  disease   appears  to  be  com- 
pletely removed,  it   is  wise,  for  a  length  of 
time,  to    enjoin  opening   medicines  and  an 
abstemious  diet,  more  particularly  in  a  san- 
guine  temperament ;  else    a  return  of  the 
disease  might  take  place.     For  when  a  can- 
cerous  diathesis   has  once  declared  itself, 
the  morbid  action,  even  after   the  removal 
of   the    primary   lesion,  is  often  revived  ; 
hence    is   it,  that   both   breasts  have  been 
amputated  and  subsequently  the  uterus  has 
become  aflFected.     Several  such  cases  have 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  writer. 

The  "  humoral  theory,"  as  applied  to 
Pathology,  has  long  been  a  subject  for  the 
shafts  of  ridicule,  and  until  within  a  very 
recent  period,  no  physician  who  valued  his 
position  and  standing  in  the  fraternity,  durst 
acknowledge  that  he  entertained  views  with 
regard  to  the  impurity  of  the  blood,  or  the 
existence  of  humors  in  the  human  body  ; 
although  in  common  with  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  profession,  he  would  act  upon 
the  same  principle,  by  instituting  the  "  al- 
terative treatment."     No,  doctrines  of  this 


nature  were  derided,  said  to  be  "  handed 
down  to  us  by  the  ancients,  who  were  ig- 
norant alike  of  anatomy,  pathology  and 
chemistry."  It  was  said  further,  that  it 
was  impossible  for  them  (the  ancients,)  to 
draw  any  conclusions  from  facts  which  they 
daily  witnessed,  because  they  could  not  ex- 
plain the  causes  from  which  they  so  tangi- 
bly originated.  But  moderns,  even  thoso 
of  yesterday,  seem  to  corroborate,  in  an  ex- 
traordinary degree,  the  inferences  arrived 
at  by  the  writers  of  olden  times,  and  our 
notions  respecting  the  functions  of  diges- 
tion, and  all  the  operations  arising  there- 
from, have  undergone  a  thorough  change. 
Anatomy  and  Chemittry  which  have  made 
such  astonishing  progress,  of  late  years, 
aided  by  the  unravelling  and  analytical 
powers  of  the  acromatic  microscope,  have 
brought  Physiology  to  a  state  of  perfection 
almost  approaching  an  exact  science,  and 
the  arcana  of  Pathology  are  in  a  great  de- 
gree unveiled ;  consequently,  that  which 
was  once  deemed  a  mystery,  now  admits  of 
comparatively  easy  explanation  and  under 
standing.  Yet,  even  before  the  time  of 
BicHAT,  writers  would  dare  hint  at  the  im- 
purity of  the  fluids,  and  the  eliminating  of 
morbid  matters  therefrom ;  and  this  from 
the  very  force  of  circumstances.  At  the 
present  day  "  blood  disease  "  is  admitted 
as  a  proven  fact,  and  in  this  view  there  has 
been  founded  a  speciality  or  distinct  class 
of  diseases. 

So  it  is  with  many  of  the  vital  operations 
which,  hitherto,  have  been  shrouded  in  an 
impenetrable  mystery,  but  simultaneously 
with  several  other  discoveries,  have  been 
made  plain  and  satisfactory.  The  Scalpel, 
the  Crucible  and  the  Lens  have  conjoint- 
ly, assisted  the  enquirer  after  truth  in  his 
researches  for  the  means  of  benefitting  his 
fellow-man;  to  relieve  where  cure  is  im- 
possible, to  soothe  his  miseries,  and  make 
smooth  the  rugged  path  which  leads  to  the 
termination  of  his  mortal  career.  But 
within  a  few  years  past,  even  without  the 
flood  of  light  that  has  been  thrown  upon 
our  science,  many  shrewd  and  philosophi- 
cal physicians,  have  instinctively,  as  it 
were,  entered  upon  the  study  of  a  state  o 
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tke  system,  seldom  or  never  adverted  to  ; 
For,  far  from  looking  upotl  Plethora  aa  ia- 
dieating  a  morbid  constitution  of  the  body, 
it  was  deemed  a  sign  of  sound  constitution 
and  robust  health,  and  gave  promise  of  a 
long  life  and  a  green  old  age.  But  reflec- 
tion taught  them  that  this  was  not  health, 
but  a  redundancy,  an  excess  of  nutrition  ; 
to  a  certain  extent,  a  morbid  accumulation, 
which,  under  a  deceitful  garb,  would  slow- 
ly, but  surely  undermine  existence,  in  very 
many  different  ways,  according  to  peculiar- 
ity of  constitution  and  a  variety  of  adven- 
titious circumstances. 

It  would  have  been  well  for  the  poor  lady 
whose  case  has  just  been  detailed,  that  her 
medical  attendant  had  been  aware  of  what 
has  just  been  stated.  If  incapable  of  orig- 
inating an  idea,  or  of  putting  to  good  ac- 
count the  small  modicum  of  knowledge  he 
is  in  possession  of,  he  would  at  least,  have 
had  a  safe  guide  in  so  plain  a  case.  But 
too  many  physicians,  on  being  admitted  to 
practice,  discard  all  study,  and  ultimately 
forgetting  the  minutia,  become  in  reality, 
more  ignorant  than  when  they  left  the 
benches — mere  routinists.  Yet  it  is  said 
that  they  have  "acquired  experience." — 
This  secures  practice,  and  lucky  escapes 
are  trumpeted  forth  as  marvellous  cures  ! 
While  mishaps  audibad  practice,  are  laid  to 
the  account  of  the  behests  of  Heaven  !  ! 

SENIOR. 

Feb.  12,  1850. 

[ForUie  Lancet  and  Gazette.) 

Professional  Secrecy. 

Editors  of  the  Northern 

Lancet  and  Gazette  : 
^j  Having  read  the  lecture  of  Professor 
Thomson  on  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  the 
first  number  of  the  Northern  Lancet,  where 
Lord  Mansfield's  opinion  is  given,  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a  medical  man,  by  order  of  the 
court,  divulging  secrets  obtained  in  a  pro- 
fessional manner.  And  the  law  and  custom 
of  the  State  of  New  York  differing,  very 
materially,  in  this  respect,  I  take  the  liber ■^ 
ty  of  making  the  following  remarks  : 

The  relations  existing  between  the  pliy- 
siciaQ   and  patient,  are  analagous  to  those 


established  between  attorney  and  client, 
and  placed  upott  the  same  footing.  He  is 
restrained  from  divulging  any  thing  which 
he  may  have  acquired  while  being  consult- 
ed as  a  medical  adviser,  for  all  lawful  pur- 
poses. Formerly,  by  the  common  law,  the 
physician  was  not  a  privileged  witness  ;  the 
privilege  extending  only  to  legal  men, 
which  included  only  attornies,  counsellors 
and  solicitors.  But  by  a  recent  statute  of 
New  York,  in  vol.  2,  page  327,  §73,  it  is 
enacted  that  no  person  duly  authorized  to 
practice  physic  or  surgery,  shall  be  allowed 
to  disclose  any  information  which  he  may 
have  acquired  in  attending  any  patient  in 
his  professional  character,  either  as  a  phy- 
sician or  surgeon  ;  providing  such  informa- 
tion was  necessary  for  him  to  prescribe  for 
the  patient.  Yet,  though  the  statute  ia 
thus  explicit,  it  seems  the  party  himself, 
may  waive  the  privilege,  in  which  case,  the 
facts  may  be  disclosed  (14  Wendell's  N, 
Y.  Reports,  page  637).  This  privilege, 
also  extends  to  all  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
and  priests  of  all  denominations,  and  so 
strictly  was  this  rule  adhered  to,  that  by 
the  capitularies  of  the  French  kings  and 
of  some  other  continental  codes  of  the 
middle  ages,  the  clergy  were  not  only  ex- 
cused, but  were  utterly  prohibited  from  at- 
tending court  as  a  witness  in  any  case. 

There  has  always  existed  a  diversity  of 
opinion  between  legal  men,  why  a  physi- 
cian should  not,  in  common  law,  be  as 
much  a  privileged  witness  as  an  attorney  or 
counsellor,  and  there  are  as  many  of  opin- 
ion that  they  should  be,  as  there  are  to  the 
contrary.  But  the  opinions  of  those  in  the 
affirmative  are  now  considered  erroneous, 
for  by  the  common  law,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  statutory  provision  to  the  contrary, 
the  law  is  well  and  clearly  settled  that  they 
are  not  so  priveleged  ;  but  are  compelled  to 
answer  any  question  in  courts  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  however  confidential  they  may 
be  ;  and  they  are  under  the  same  rules  and 
regulations  of  the.court,as  any  other  witness. 
But  as  they  are  now  privileged  by  statute 
in  New  York,  and  also  in  Missouri,  which 
places  them  on  the  same  grounds  with  the 
attorney  and  counsellor,  but  which  privilege 
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only  extends  to  all  lawful  communications 
of  his  client,  and  which  can  never  be  dis- 
closed in  evidence  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity,  either  in  the  cause  in  which  they  are 
made,  or  any  other,  even  between  third 
persons,  though  after  the  relation  of  attor- 
ney and  client  has  ceased  to  exist.  In  a 
word,  the  mouth  of  the  attorney,  or  counsel 
is  forever  closed  on  this  head.  But  this 
relation  can  only  exist,  it  seems,  for  lawful 
purposes,  nor  does  it  extend  to  the  physi- 
sician  who  may  be  consulted  as  to  the 
means  of  doing  an  unlawful  act,  in  his  pro- 
fessional character,  or  otherwise,  and  he  is 
not,  in  such  case,  excused  by  the  statute 
from  answering,  (21,  Wendell's  New  York 
Reports,  page  79,)  and  in  such  cases,  the 
physician,  or  the  attorney  is  compellable 
to  answer,  and  when  the  fact  is  disclosed, 
it  is  for  the  court,  and  not  for  the  witness 
to  decide  whether  he  is  privileged  or  not 
(1st  Hill's  N.  Y.  Reports,  page  33).  The 
foundation  of  this  rule,  says  Lord  Chancel- 
lor Brougham,  is  not  on  account  of  any 
particular  importance,  which  the  law  attri- 
butes to  the  business  of  legal  professions,  or 
any  particular  disposition  to  afford  them 
protection,  but  it  is  out  of  regard  to  the  in- 
terests of  justice  which  cannot  but  be  uphol- 
den,  and  the  administration  of  justice, 
which  cannot  go  on  without  the  aid  of  men 
skilled  in  jurisprudence  in  ihe  practice  of 
the  courts  in  those  matters  affecting  the 
rights  and  obligations  which  form  the  sub- 
jects  of  all  judicial  proceedings.  If  such 
communications  were  not  protected,no  man, 
as  the  learned  judge  remarked,  would  dare 
consult  a  professional  adviser  with  a  view 
to  his  defence,  or  the  enforcement  of  his 
rights.  The  same  rule  should  apply  to  the 
physician,  for  the  happiness  of  all  mankind 
requires  that  there  should  be  the  most  un- 
limited confidence  reposed  in  his  medical 
adviser,  for  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
to  the  patient  that  his  medical  friend  should 
be  a  competent  physician,  and  that  he 
should  possess  a  clear  and  unlimited 
statement  of  his  case,  for  there  is  more  de- 
pending with  the  patient,  than  the  client, 
for  with  the  former  it  is  life  and  reputation, 
with  the  latter  only   dollars  and  cents. — 


and  this  confidence  the  law  of  our  state  se- ' 
cures,   by  providing  that  it  shall  be  kept  • 
forever  inviolable,  and  nothing  shall  be  ex-' 
tracted  from  the  medical  adviser  which  the 
patient  himself  would  be   privileged   from 
disclosing. 

A  LEGAL  SUBSCRIBER. 
Plattsburgh,  March  4,  1850. 


A  PsYCOLOGicAL    Fact. — Raspail,  the: 
French  socialist,  has  pointed  out,  the  Med- 
ical  Journal  says,  one    of   the    powers    of 
camphor,  which  in  a   psycological  point  of 
view,  is  most  important — that  of  putting  a 
stop  to  that  fearful  insomnolence  which  ac-' 
companies  the  incubation  and  first  develop-; 
ment  of  insanity.     When    opium,  hyosci  • 
amus,  conium   and   stramonium,  and  "all 
the  drowsy  syrups  of   the  east"  fail  to  pro- 
duce any  effect,  a  grain  of  camphor,  formed 
into   a  pill,  and  followed  by  a   draught  of 
an  ounce  and  a  half  of  the  infusion  of  hops, 
mixed  with  five  drops  of  sulphuric  ether,  is 
his  usual  remedy  for  procuring  sleep. 

Sugar  in  the  perspiration  of  Chol-! 
ERA  Patients. — M.  Poirson,  one  of  the 
surgeons  of  the  Salpetrie,  has  lately  veri- 
fied the  fact  brought  forward  by  M.  Doyere, 
of  the  existence  of  grape  sugar  in  the  per- 
spiration of  cholera  patients.  An  aged  wo- 
man, who  died  of  the  disease,  had  presented 
a  vicious  cutaneous  secretion,  part  of  which 
was  removed  from  the  face.  This  was  mix- 
ed with  distilled  water,  and  treated  by  the 
precipitate  tartrate  of  potash  and  copper  ; 
and  when  redissolved  by  potash,  it  reduced, 
at  212'^  Fahr.,  so  large  a  quantity  of  oxide 
of  copper,  as  to  induce  the  idea  that  the 
viscosity  of  the  secretion  was  produced  by 
the  presence  of  the  sugar.  The  experiment 
was  repeated  several  times  on  the  same 
solution, and  always  yielded  the  same  results. 

Under  the  name  of  pain  are  comprehend- 
ed all  determinate  disagreeable  impressions 
or  common  sensations.  It  is  the  impressive 
warning  of  nature  before  the  approach  and 
presence  of  danger.  With  respect  to  diag- 
nosis, it  is  very  important,  indicating  the 
suffering  organ,  and  frequently,  also,  the 
kind  of  suffering,  by  its  quality.  With  re- 
spect to  prognosis,  it  is  no  less  important.      ' 

Medical  Population  of  Prussia. — 
From  the  statistics  of  Prusia  in  1846,  it 
would  appear,  that  in  a  population  of  16,- 
110,000,  there  were  5137  city  physicians, 
351  military  physicians,  827  surgeons  of  the 
first  class,  1 144  surgeons  of  the  second  class 
1423  druggists,  and  11,539  midwivcs. 
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With  Biographical  Sketches, 
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No.  11. 
HONORABLE  HEART  U.  ROSS. 

Henry  Howard  Ross,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  members  at  the  bar  of  Nor- 
thern New  York,  and  who  has  justly  occu- 
pied a  wide  space  in  the  public  eye,  not 
only  of  the  county,  but  of  the  whole  state, 
was  born  on  the  9  th  day  of  May 
1790,  in  the  village  of  Essex,  county  of 
Kssex  and  State  of  New  York.  While  but 
a  boy  he  acquired  the  ordinary  education 
attainable  in  the  country  ;  but  his  father,  a 
highly  respectable  and  wealthy  gentleman, 
resolved  to  give  his  son  Henry,  what  to  an 
enlightened  man,  is  far  above  the  glittering 
gifts  of  fortune,  a  thorough  classical  in- 
ptruction,and  placed  him  under  the  charge  of 
the  late  Mr.  Alex  Skakel,  a  model  school- 
master, and  with  whom  we  had  the  advan- 
tage of  an  acquaintance,  as  one  of  the  gov- 
ernors of  the  Montreal  General  Hospital. 
Under  his  direction,  Mr.  Ross  pursued  the 
preliminary  studies  required  to  prepare  him 
for  entering  college.  In  Oct.  1804,  being 
then  fourteen  years  old,  he  left  his  native 
village  for  New  York,  where  he  registered 
as  a  student  at  Columbia  College,  and 
though  so  young,  he  distinguished  himself 
by  his  application  and  progress  in  his  stu- 
dies, which  were  crowned  by  graduation  on 
the  3d  day  of  August,  1808. 

Taking  leave  of  his  alma  mater,  the  le- 
gal profession  presented  itself  to  his  mind  as 
the  most  eligible,  to  which  be  would  devote 
his  life  and  his  talents ;  and  with  that  in- 
tention, at  the  age  of  18,  he  articled  him- 
self with  the  late  Ralph  Hascall,  Esq., 
of  Essex,  remaining  with  that  gentleman 
one  year.  But  being  anxious  to  prosecute 
his  studies  in  a  more  ample  field,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York  in  1809,  and  entered 
the  office  of  the  late  celebrated  David  B. 
Ogdex,  Esq.,  of  that  city,  and  under 
whose  direction  he  became  qualified  to  en- 
ter upon  the  field  of  his  legal  reputation, 
being  admitted  an  attorney  in  the  Supreme 
Court,  on  the  29th  October,  1811.  He 
immediately  returned  to  Essex,  and  in 
November  of  that  year  began  his  pro- 
fessional career,  Flaving  lived  in  that 
village  to  this  day,  his  application,  assidui- 
ty and  talenti5,  soon  won  for  him  a  good 
ihare  of  public  favor.  He  was  s  young 
ijiaa,  and  had  for  cnntemporaries  some  of 


the  brightest  ornaments  of  the  Essex  Bar  ; 
men  of  acknowledged  abilities  and  wide 
reputations,  who  were  shortly  enabled  to 
appreciate  and  admire  the  acquirements  of 
the  junior  competitor.  On  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  militia  to  meet  England  in  bat- 
tle, he  was  commissioned  adjutant  to  the 
37th  Reg't  N.  Y.  State  Militia.  He  im- 
mediately joined,  marched  with  his  regi- 
ment to  Plattsburgh,-  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  engagements  of  the  6th  and 
11th  of  September,  1814.  On  this  last 
day,  more  especially,  his  gallantry  was 
deserving  of  all  praise. 

Peace  having  re-established  the  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  Mr. 
Ross  returned  to  Essex  and  soon  qualified 
himself  to  practice  in  the  supreme  court, 
by  being  admitted  counsellor  on  the  5th 
January,  1815.  As  he  was  gaining  promo- 
tion in  his  legal  pursuits,  if  we  may  be  al- 
lowed to  use  the  expression,  his  advances 
in  military  life  rapidly  followed  one  an- 
other ;  from  adjutant  he  was  appointed 
Brig.  Major  and  Inspector  of  the  40th 
Brigade,  on  the  16th  April,  1817  ;  to  the 
Colonelcy  of  the  37th  Reg't  on  the  17th 
March  1821  ;  Brigadier  General  of  the 
40th  Brigade  on  the  13th  Aug.  1824;  and 
Major  General  of  the  11th  division  of  In- 
fantry, in  February,  1828,  which  honora- 
ble commission  he  retained  till  1836,  when 
on  the  3d  day  of  May  of  that  year  he  re- 
tired from  the  militia  service.  On  the  24th 
June  1818,  he  was  admitted  a  solicitor  in 
chancery  ;  and  lastly  attained  the  highest 
rank  of  a  legal  practitioner,  that  of  coun- 
sellor in  the  same  court,  on  the  ISth  April 

1820,  being  then  in  his  thirtieth  year. 

Mr.  Ross  was  married  on  the  23d  Sep- 
tember, 1822,  to  an  accomplished  lady, 
Susannah,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  A.  J.  Blan- 
chard,  of  Salem,  Washington  county,  N, 
Y.,  and  by  this  union  he  became  the 
brother-in-law  of  F.  L.  C,  Sailly,  Esq., 
of  Plattsburgh.  He  was  in  1824,  the  whig 
candidate  and  Representative  elect  to  the 
18th  Congress,  for  the  19th  District,  then 
composed  of  the  counties  of  Franklin, 
Clinton,  Essex  and  Warren.  His  opponent 
was  the  Hon.  Wm.  Hogan,  of  Hogansburgh, 
Franklin  county,  now  of  New  York ;  a 
gentleman  alike  distinguished  in  politics, 
as  in  general  learning.  As  a  Representa- 
tive, the  Hon.  Mr.  Ross  discharged  his  du- 
ties with  honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  his 
cause  and  constituents,  From  1848  to 
1847,  be  applied  himself  assiduously  to  his 
calling  and  reaped  a  full  harvest  of  profess- 
ional fruits,  rising  rapidly  to  r»  eommami- 
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ing  eraineuce  at  the  bar.  Hisinfiuence  with  jhe  possesses  a  delicate  serse  of  propriety 
all  political  parties  was  such,  and  his  legal ,  and  thoucrh  extreiaolj  fond  of  perpetrating 
qualifications  so  highly  appreciated,  that  I  and  enjoying  a  "^oke,"  he  never  forgets 
with  no  one  to  contend  the  seat,  he  was,  his  own  standing  and  dignity;  manly  and 
elected  Essex  County  Judge  in  1S47  ;  frank,  yet  judicious,  he  is'proud  of  the  noble 
which    situation  he    resigned  in    January  |  an.bition  of  seeking  distinction  through  the 


1849.  The  honorable  gentleman  U  still 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 
and  we  had  tlie  pleasure  of  hearing  him  ar- 
gue some  motions  bef^  his  honor,  A.  C. 
Hand,  at  the  court  of  L)yer  &  Terminer, 
held  at  Plattsburgh  in  February  last. 

To  the  events  in  the  career  of  such 
&  man  as  Henry  K.  Ross,  which  must  al- 
ways be  matters  of  interest  to  all  his  con- 
temporaries, and  which  will  find  their 
proper  place  in  the  history  of  the  promi- 
nent men  of  our  state,  is  one  fact  that  can- 
not but  be  highly  fiattcring  to  his  acquire- 
ments, political  and  forensic.  At  the  jN'ov. 
election  in  lS4S,the  Electors  of  President  & 
Vice  President,  for  the  State  of  New  York 
"  on  the  day  preceding  the  first  Wednesday 
in  December  after  their  election,"  assem- 
bled at  the  Capitol  in  the  city  of  Albany, 
to  cast  their  Totcs  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  ;  at  which 
meeting  of  tlie  College  of  Electors,  Gene- 
ral Rgss  had  the  honor  of  being  appointed 
President ;  a  distinction  conferred  only 
upon  our  most  distinguished  citizens. — 
General  Ross,  with  Charles-  McNeil, 
Esq  ,    of    Charlotte,   Vermont,  built   the 


legitimate  channel  of  his  profession.  As  a 
speaker,  he  is  forcible  and  persuasive. — 
The  confidence  reposed  in  him,  in  solving 
intricate  questions  of  law  is  such  that  most 
important  cases  of  "referee  "  are  solely  left 
to  his  decision — all  will  trust  to  his  profes- 
sional honor  and  integrity,  whether  at  the 
bar  or  on  the  bench. 

General  Ross  is  now  in  the  60th  year  of 
his  age ;  his  hair  blanched  with  the  frosta 
of  the  winter  of  life  ;  his  figure,  somewliat 
robust,  yet  elegant  and  comuiading,  im- 
presses the  spectator  with  the  thought  of 
high  intellectual  faculties  ;  bis  manners  ara 
frank,  open  and  cordial,  and  his  converse- 
lion  polished,  gay  and  witty. 

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  present 
the  honorable  gentleman's  Portrait  in  our 
Gallery,  as  a  pendant  ?o  his  Biography — 
we  trust,  however,  of  doing  so  at  Bonae  fu- 
ture day. 


No.  in. 

nO!^ORABLE  LEMUEL  STETSON. 

County  Judge  of   the   County  of  Clinton, 

Terentius,  the  poet  of  Carthage,  once  a 
fiteaaier  Washington,  and  pljed  it  one  sea- i  .slave  to  a  Roman  Senator,  and  the  bearer 
son  as  an  opposition  boat.  In  January  |  of  his  master's  name,  verified  in  his  owJi 
1829  (we  believe)  these  gentlemen  sold  |  person,  the  line  he  wrote  in  after  years. — 
their  boat  to  the  Lake  Champlain  Steam  1  "Nihil  tam  difficile  est,  qv.in  qnaerendo 
Tew  Boat  Company,  one  half  of  the  price  linvestigari  possit."  There  is  nothing  how- 
boing  paid  in  cash  and  the  other  half  invest-  ever  difficult,  but  that  may  be  acquired  af- 
ed  in  stock.  ;  From  that  year.  General  ■  ter  persevering  research — a  line  rendered 
Ross  bcc?=me  a  stockholder,  subsequently  a  venerable  no  less    from    its   antiquity,  than 


director,  and  lastly  President  of  the  compa- 
ny, the  duties  of  which  responsible  situa- 
tion, he  discharged  to  the  utmost  advantage 
of  ta?  stockholders,  and  sati.',factioa,  to  ViIq 
public 


from  its  truthfulness,  and  which  is  applica- 
ble in  very  many  instances  to  the  prominent 
men  of  this  and  of  the  neighbouring  coun- 
ties. The  subject  of  our  first  biographical 
sketch,  and  the  one    of   the    present,  are 


General  Ross  is  peculiarly  happy  in  pos-  ;  striking  examples  of  what  perseverance  and 


sessing  those  attributes  required  to  make  a 
popular  man  ;  eminently  sociable,  his  va- 
ried and  sprightly  talents  are  certain  of 
oaptiviiiiag  the  warmest  regards  cf  all  who 
may  n\&ke  his  acquaintance,  whether  as  a 
professional  man  or  a  citizen  ;  benevolent 
hnd  kind,  ho  is  well  known  for  hospitable 
and  generous  disposition  ;  to  a  high  de- 
gree couttcous  and  conciliatory  inhisiater- 
conrBe  with  his  ftllow  citizens,  tieat  ii>g 
♦every  one  vfilh  the  preferred  hand  of  ccr- 
diality  in  all  placcB  and  under  alJ  circum- 
plan***  ;  polite  and  affable  in  his  nianuere 


determination  will  overcome  and  triumph- 
antly achieve.  The  reader  has  seen  that 
one  from  very  sniall  beginnings  has  pursued 
a  career  of  prosperity  and  of  honor;  r.nd 
the  present,  from  the  son  of  a  farmer  of  lim- 
ited means,  has  become  the  fortunate  pos- 
sessor of  the  highest  gifts  in  the  hands  of 
the  constituency  of  his  county. 

Lemuel  Stetson,  second  sen  cf  Reuben 
and  I^is  Stetson,  was  born  on  the  13th 
day  of  March,  ]S04,  at  Champlain,  in  th« 
county  of  Clinton,  and  State  of  New  York. 
Hie  father  had  rcniovid  to  that  town    from 


HON,  LEMUEL  STETSON, 

Flattsburgh,  N.  Y., 
foiinly  Jiidpp  for  (hctoniilr  of  tlinlon. 
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Hardwicke,  Mass.,  of  which  state  his  moth- 
er was  also  a  native.  By  referring  to  DeanHs 
Ilistorij  of  Scituate^  we  find  that  Robert 
Stetson,  tlie  first  ancestor  of  Lemuel  in  A- 
merica,  and  an  Englishman,  had  soon  join- 
ed that  devoted  band  of  pioneers,  who  a- 
bandoning  their  England  home,  sought  lib- 
erty on  the  American  Continent,  the  bless- 
ings of  which  they  first  experienced  on  the 
Rock  of  Plymouth,  on  the  22d  of  December 
1620.  Robert  established  himself  in  Scit- 
uate,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1634;  twenty-five 
years  after,  he  was  familiarly  and  exten- 
sively known  as  Cornet  Robert,  from  be- 
ing the  sub-ordinate  officer  of  tlie  first  com- 
pany of  Horse,  raised  in  the  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, in  the  year  1659. —  (Colony   Record.) 

Lemuel  in  his  youth  and  in  the  agricuitu 
ral  months,  was  the  assistant  of  his  father  in 
the  management  of  the  farm,  the  winters 
being  passed  as  a  pupil  in  the  common 
■chool.  Having  qualified  himself,  he  be- 
came a  District  '.School  Instructor,  which 
modest  but  most  praiseworthy  and  self-de- 
nying situation,  he  retained  four  consecu- 
tive winters  ;  boarding  with  the  farmers  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  school,  as  was  cus- 
tomary at  that  day,  and  still  observed  in 
many  districts  at  the  present.  The  late 
Alex.  Hamilton  Prescott,  many  years  the 
Principal  of  the  Plattsburgh  Academy,  had 
Lemuel  under  his  charge  over  two  years, 
instructing  him  in  the  classical  languages; 
and  which  period  of  instruction  was  allowed 
him  at  his  examination  for  admittance  to 
the  Supreme  Court. 

Selecting  the  legal  profession  as  the  most 
in  accordance  with  his  inclination,  in  the 
•pring  of  1824,  being  then  in  his  twenty- 
first  year,  Mr.  Stetson  commenced  reading 
law  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Julius  C. 
HuBBELL,  of  Chazy  ;  uuder  this  gentleman's 
direction,  and  subse  quently  under  that  of 
C.  K.  AvEiiiLL,  Esq.,  of  Rouse's  Point,  he 
remained  till  April,  1826,  when  in  that 
month  he  came  to  Plattsburgh,  and  entered 
aa  student  to  the  late  Judge  Lvndc,  with 
whom  he  prosecuted  his  studies  for  the 
three  succeeding  years,  and  to  the  time  of 
his  admission  to  practice  in  the  Supreme 
C<jurt. 

On  the  3rd  January,  182^,  and  conse- 
quently previous  to  the  expiration  of  his 
cl.)rkship  with  the  Judge,  after  examination, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  Clinton 
County  Common  Pleas  In  1829,  at  the 
May  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  holden  in 
New  York,  Mr.  Stetson,  in  the  '20th  year 
of  bis  age,  and  after  five  years  duty  in  the 
ofiieoH  of  the  ahova  named  gendwmon,  wasj 


licensed  an  attorney  of  that  court.  Having 
now  obtained  the  first  step  in  his  profession, 
he  found  himself  reliable  to  his  own  exer- 
tions for  the  liquidation  of  a  few  debta, 
contracted  during  his  clerkship  ;  small  sums 
carefully  treasured  from  the  very  limited 
income  of  a  district-school  teacher  and  from 
other  sources  within  his  own  reach,  with 
the  occasional  small  donations  of  his  fiither, 
from  whom  he  could  not. reasonably  expect 
much,  and  who  had  so  many  other  draughts 
upon  his  industry;  he  defrayed  the  expen- 
ses incurred  during  the  years  he  was  pre- 
paring to  enter  that  profession,  which  has 
now  placed  him  in  very  flattering,  if  not 
in  comparatively  independent  circumstan- 
ces. 

Mr.  Stetson  commenced  practicing  law 
in  that  part  of  the  flourishing  village  of 
Keesevillc,  situated  in  Clinton  County,  thai 
is  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ausable  River. — 
In  February,  1831,  he  married  in  Platts- 
burgh, Helen,  eldest  daughter  of  the  lata 
Ralph  Hascall,  Esq.,  one  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished members  of  the  Essex  Bar.  In 
1834,  at  the  July  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  session  at  Utica,  he  wa??  admitted 
a  Counsellor;  and  in  the  winter  of  1835, 
he  rej^aired  to  Albany,  where  he  passed  hia 
examination  of  Solicitor  and  Counsellor  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery. 

Mr.  Stetson's  reputation  as  a  successful 
lawyer,  and  his  strong  and  powerful  advo- 
cacy of  the  doctrines  of  the  democratio 
school,  together  with  the  influence  he  en- 
joyed wiih  the  members  of  that  party, 
brought  him  before  the  public  in  the  new 
light  of  a  politician;  and  in  Nov.  1834,  he 
secured  the  nomination  and  election  of 
Member  ot  Assembly  for  the  County  of 
Clinton,  to  serve  during  the  year  1835.-^- 
He  was  re-elected  to  the  same  body,  and 
without  opposition,  for  the  session  of  1836. 
On  the  6th  Oct.  1837,  he  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  for  the  county,  the  duties 
of  which  office  he  discharged  creditably  to 
himself,  when  on  the  3rd  Oct.  1843,  he  rn- 
signed  the  situation,  and  was  succeeded  by 
[/.  D.  Brock,  Esq  ,  the  present  incumbent. 

In  Nov.  1841,  he  was  a  third  lime  nom- 
inated and  elected  to  the  Assembly  for  ih« 
year  1842  ;  and  in  Sepiember  of  that  year, 
whilst  in  attendance  at  a  special  session  of 
the  Legislatnre,he  was  honored  with  a  fourth 
nomination,  which  however  he  declined  pre- 
vious to  tiie  election.  Having  served  ihrea 
sessions  as  Member  of  Assembly,  he  was  in 
Nov.  1842,  elf^ctcd  Representative  to  th« 
2Sth  Coiigi-«s.s,  for  the  l."iih  Congreesiouul 
district,  compoBcd  of  the  countitiii    of   Cliu 
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ton,  Franklin,  Warren,  and  part  of  that  of 
Hamilton.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Stetson  was  e- 
qually  capable  in  the  Congress  Chamber, 
as  he  had  been  in  the  Assembly  Room;  and 
in  the  first  session  of  his  term,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs,*and  also  one  of  that  on  Revolutionary 
Claims ;  in  the  second  session,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Outhe  last  Tuesday  of  April,  1846,  the 
Hon.  gentleman  was  elected  a  delegate  from 
this  county  to  the  Convention  called  and 
held  at  Albany,  to  amend  the  Constitution 
of  the  State,  at  which  Convention  he  was 
appointed  Chairman  of  the  committee  to 
consider  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  Leg- 
islature, not  otherwise  referred.  Once  more 
in  the  political  field  of  his  county,  the  dem- 
ocratic party  elected  him,  on  the  7th  June, 
1847,  to  the  Chair  of  County  Judge,  a  situ- 
ation tenable  for  four  years,  and  in  which 
capacity  he  holds  the  county  court  and  pre- 
sides at  the  court  of  Sessions  ;  the  popula- 
tion of  Clinton  county  being  less  than  40,- 
000  inhabitants,  he  is  also  required  by  the 
New  Constitution,  to  perform  the  duties  of 
Surrogate.  In  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
his  constant  presence  being  required  at  the 
county  town,  Judge  Stetson  disposed  of  his 
property  in  Keeseville,  and  on  the  20th  Au- 
gust, 1847,  he  established  his  residence  in 
Plattsburgh. 

From  1837  to  1842,  that  is,  till  his  elec- 
tion to  Congress,  he  was  Secretary  and  one 
of  the  Directors  of  the  Clinton  and  Essex 
Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

The  extraordinary  and  almost  unparallel- 
ed success  of  the  Hon.  Lemuel  Stetson,  in 
his  professional  and  more    especially  in  his 
political  career,    is  the   most  striking  and 
flattering  proof  of  his  abilities,  and    of  the 
"jreat  influence  he  exercised  over  the  dem- 
ocratic  party ;  with  the    exception    of  two 
or  three  nominations  to  unimportant   local 
town  offices,  he  has  never   been    defeated 
when  in  nomination ;    his  energies  spurred 
him  to  seek  distinction,  a  generous  and  res- 
olute constituency  firmly    supported  him, 
hope  promised  and  never  deserted  him,  and 
driving  through  difficulties,    opposition  and 
enmities,  he  has  obtained  a  most  honorable 
•tandincr  among  his  fellow  citizens.       And 
his  success  is  the  more  extraordinary,  that ' 
he  has  but  little  that   is  temporising  in  his  i 
disposition,  and  that  the   freedom  and   flu-  i 
.?i}cy  of  speech,  which  he  ugeg  most  liberal-  | 
ly  and  URder  all  ciroumstanoes,  has  unfor-  I 
tunately  orea'ed  him  soroe   enemies  ;  and 
;bi3  \b  not  to  be  wondered  at— »  self-ipade 


man — relying  upon  his  own  individual  ener- 
gies, and  strict  probity  of  professional  and 
political  life,  he  stands  at  a  very  great  dis- 
tance from  all  those  who  ever  entered  the 
lists,  in  the  race  of  public  favor  ;  and  we 
know  of  no  man  of  his  age,  in  Northern 
New  York,  who  has  been  so  uniformly  and 
eminently  successful,  and  as  for  attributing 
this  result  entirely  to  chance,  we  will  again 
welcome  the  words  of  a  college  friend  : 
.  . .  .Ut  quisque  fortuna  utitur,  [dieimus; 

Ita  praccellit,  atque  exinde  sapere  eum  omnes 
. .  .  .Stultum  autem  quel  vertit  male. 

Plautus^ 
...  .It  frequently  happens  that  a  man  will 
excel  over  others,because  fortune  favors  him ; 
and  we,  we  attribute  his  success  to  his  mer- 
it ;  had  it  been  otherwise,  we  would  look 
upon  him  as  a  simpleton 

Judge  Stetson  possesses  to  a  high  degree 
that  form  of  temperament  usually  called 
nervous,  extreme  susceptibility  of  mind  and 
body,  and  which  therefore  satisfactorily  ac- 
counts and  apologizes  for  his  excitability 
on  different  occasions. 

As  a  Judge  he  is  able,  highly  judicious 
and  discriminating;  and  since  he  has  filled 
his  responsible  office,  we  know  not  that 
there  has  been  one  case  of  appeal  from  his 
decision  in  court.  And  in  relation  to  his 
capabilities  as  a  lawyer,  we  may  make  the 
remark,  that  during  five  years  magistracy 
in  Keeseville,  on  no  occasion  was  his  'judge- 
ment' overturned, — these  circumstances  are 
well  known  to  the  Bar  in  this  and  Essex 
counties. 

Judge  Stetson  is  now  in  the  46th  year  of 
his  age;  his  figure  is  tall  and  preposessing, 
sufficiently  muscular  to  combine  the  agility 
of  youth  with  the  strength  of  manhood  ;  the 
features  portraying  strongly  that  determi- 
nation, firmness  and  perseverance  which  ho 
is  known  to  possess  to  a  high  degree,  are 
very  faithfully  represented   in  the  engra- 


ving. 


The  want  of  smell  (anosmia)  is  either 
occasioned  by  disease  of  the  olfactory  nerves 
and  the  nasal  mucus  membrane,  such  as 
catarrh,  inflammation,  ulcers,  and  polypi, 
pressure  on  the  olfactory  nerves  by  tumors 
of  the  bones  or  brain,  or  through  an  affec- 
tion of  the  brain,  as  hyperaemia,  inflamma- 
tion, and  apoplexy.  Anosmia  may  also 
occur  from  chronic  diseases  of  the  intesti- 
nal canal. — Schill. 

The  longer  the  delirium  continues  in  fo^ 
vers,  the  sooner  the  disease  proves  fatal,  or 
leaves  the  nervous  system  in  a  debilitated 
state,  ?ifter  the  disease. — lb, 
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Plattsburgh,  March,  1850. 
"TRUTH  WITHOUT  FEAR." 


".'  All  articles  in  this  depirtment,  for  wiiir.li  the  writer 
«n/y  becomes  responsible,  will  be  designated  as  ihllowa:     ; 
FSANCIS  .1.   D'Avicn "N,  *  I 

Horace  Nelson,  t         i 


Since  the  publication  of  the  first  munbcr 
of  the  ''  Northern  Lancet,"  many  have 
read  and  examined  it,  and  have  justly  ap- 
preciated our  humble  efforts  to  open  to  the 
public  a  proper  source  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation in  medical  science.  They  perceive 
that  our  journal  will  be  one  great  means 
of  improving  and  elevating  the  Medical 
Faculty  to  the  high  position  it  ought  to 
occupy.  They  sec  that  our  object  is  of  the 
most  philanthropic  measures. 

Our  duty  is  to  see  and  examine  the  foun- 
dation on  which  we  are  to  build,  in  order 
that  it  may  prove  strong,  and  that  on  it  we 
may  raise  a  durable  edifice,  one  that  may 
brave  every  storm. 

In   undertaking   the   publication  of   this! 
journal,  we  stand  upon  a    strong  and  firm  i 
basis.     With  the  help  of  scientific  resourc-i 
es,  with  the  assistance  of  those  veil  dis- 
posed towards  us,  in    our  profession,    we 
fihall  be  able  to  erect  an  edifice  of  useful 
knowledse   for  all    classes.     VVe  shall   be 
able  to  erect  a  temple  to  contain  the  tro- 
phies of  so  many  knights  who  have  labored 
with  so  much  courage  and  honor,  and  who 
have  gathered    so  many    laurels  in  the  ar- 
duous practice  of  medicine. 

We  expected,  as  editors,  to  receive  our 
tiliare  of  criticism  ;  but  we  are  most  happy 
to  say  that  very  little  censure  has  thus  far 
fallen  to  our  lot.  There  arc,  however, 
some  persons  of  a  delicate  and  sensitive 
intellect,  who  are  pleased  to  consider  this 
journal  as  a  highly  improper  one  to  intro- 
duce into  families.  These  persons  urge  as 
an  objection,  that  we  publish  cases  of  mid- 
wifery, &c.,  not  fit  to  be  read  by  any 
young  lady  or  geotlcman,  or  any  person  not 
blessed  with  half  a  score  of  children.     But 


if  these  good  people  will  listen  to  us  for  a 
moment,  we  will  endeavor  to  justify  our 
conduct. 

Apropos  of  this  subject,  a  gentleman  in 
Keeseville  said  to  us,  not  long  since,  "  no 
matter  what  suhject  you  introduce,  if  it  is 
confined  to  the  science  of  medicine,  it  wero 
far  preferable  that  our  young  people  should 
read  it,  than  to  spend  their  time  poring  over 
the  mysteries  of  Philadelphia  and  New 
York."  "And,''  said  he,  "we  often  see 
those  vile  books  laid  side  by  side  with  the 
Bible,  on  our  centre  table." 

We  assert  that  no  person  will  find  in  the 
"  Lancet,"  any  thing  that  will  produce  tha 
least  germ  of  passion,  any  thing  that  could 
foment  the  smallest  spark  of  criminal  in- 
tention. 

But  let  us  examine  the  conduct  of  some 
of  these  objectors.  They  hold  up  their 
hands  in  horror  at  the  idea  of  our  journal 
being  read  by  their  children.  But  what 
course  do  they  pursue  in  regard  to  the  gen- 
eral reading  of  those  very  children  ?  Do 
they  put  into  their  hands  moral  works 
— the  Bible,  for  instance  r  No,  assuredly 
not.  For  methinks  the  same  objection 
could  be  found  against  certain  portions  of 
that  sacred  volume.  No,  youthful  feeling 
must  not  be  deadened  by  givhig  the  mind 
to  orave  subjects.  Youth  must  hsvc  some- 
thiu<'-  lis'ht  to  read.  They  must  follow  the 
course  of  the  butterfly,  running  from  flower 
to  flower,  without  thought  of  the  future. — 
To  accomplish  this  they  are  permitted  to 
read  a  uovcL  Another  is  brought  in,  and  a 
third  one  is  received  with  great  avidity,  and 
so  on  until  a  diseased  mind,  a  vitiated  taste 
is  the  consequence  ;  and  the  subject  thinks 
thut  to  ha  deprived  Cff  reading  novels  and 
romances  would  be  the  greatest  roisfortiino 
that  could  possibly  befall  him.  So  also 
with  the  ^Tjung  lady  addicted  to  novel-rcad- 
in"'.  She  lives  in  a  world  of  imaginary 
joys  and  sorrows,  the  greatest  event  in 
which,  is  the  gaining  or  losing  of  a  lover. — 
Her  soul  is  wrapped  in  fictions.  Sue  loses 
appetite  and  sleep.  She  becomes  nervous, 
and  passionate.  Nothing  can  quench  that 
fire  burnlns;  her  brain,  but  more  brands  of 
romance  ;  nothing  can  velicvo  her  but  more 
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materials  of  excitement.     Fire   on  fire  is|On,  the  other  lying  on  a  couch  of  sickness 

the  work.  '"■^^  pain.     This  extraordinary  andintense- 

With  such  an  education,  such  romantic  ly  exciting  trial,  was  carefully  and  faithful- 

feelincs,  how  can  a  young  lady  be  of  any  |ly  reported  by  us.     Some  practice  as  areport- 

•      i    V,      e  11.^^  ,„...nfnvoo  ;     Wnw  pan  ■  t'^  within  the  last  few  years,  and  more  especi- 
gcrvice  to  her  fcliow  creatures  f     now  can,  ^  j     *  v     i  n  j      . 

,  .11  ;i        ^a  «^  ^4?  ^^^;i'^'v  ^^^'"'2  our  studentship,  has  enabled  us  to 

the  become   the   honored  mother  of  good.     "^     ,     '^         .  .   \,  ^  ,      ,  ,, 

.     ,        .      Tx  IT--       present  our  readers,  a  truthful  and  complete 

and  healthy  children  .-     How  can  she  bring  j 

them  up  in  the  path  of  virtue  to  become 
ornaments  to  the  society  in  which  they  live  r 
No,  she  has  been,  by  an  injudicious  educa- 
tion, ruined,  and  can  but  help  to  ruin  oth- 
ers. How  much  better,  then,  to  study 
anatomy,  or  even  medical  science  in  gene- 
ral. Sometimes  a  little  knowledge  in  these 
matters  is  male  the  means  of  preventing 
great  evils. 

In  the  first  number  of  the  Lancet  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  presented  in  which,  from 
ignorance,  the  patient  lost  her  life.  She 
was  very  young,  her  mother  unnecessarily 
scrupulous  ;  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
she  met  with  an  untimely  end.  And  such 
ignorance  is  the  cause  of  the  death  of 
thousands. 

The  Lancet  will  please,  we  feel  assiired, 
all  our  friends  who  are  desirous  of  obtaining 
knowledge,  itwill  interest  all  classes  without 
injuring  their  morals,  and  we  hope  it  will  be 
the  means  of  preventing  much  bodily   suf 


present  our  reaaers,  a  trutntui  ana  complete 
verfcion  of  all  the  circumstances  attendant  up- 
on this  exposure  of  human  depravity  and  pa- 
ternal crueltV;  as  elicited  from  the  different 
witnesses ;  the  evidence  is  here  presente'd  as 
it  fell  from  the  lips  of  these  persons  in  the  wit- 
ness-box. 

With  less  care,  and  we  did  not  deem  it  re- 
quired, we  reported  the  addresses  of  the  four 
gentlemen  acting  for  the  prosecution  and  the 
defence ;  the  general  tenor  was  however  cor- 
rectly noted;  and  upon  this  skeleton  we  hava 
engrafted  words  and  expressions,  trusting  in 
having  done  justice  to  all  parties,  in  present- 
ing these  outlines  of  their  appeals  to  the 
court  and  jury.  These  addresses  being  ia 
every  instance;  but  an  analysis  of  the  evidence, 
clothed  in  such  language  as  the  imaginative 
mind  of  the  attorney  may  deem  fit,  with  the 
intention  of  impressing  the  court  and  jury 
favorably  in  his  favor,  by  portraying  in  glow- 
ing expressions  and  strong  colors,  the  horror 
of  the  crime,  and  its  tendency  upon  society  ; 
or  to  divest,  as  much  as  he  possibly  can,  tbo 
culprib's  offence  of  its  hideousness  and  extent, 
form  but  a  small  portion  of  the  interest  mani- 


ferine    and  thus,  though   indirectly,   pro-  fested,  and  expected  from  every  criminal  trial, 


mote  the  growth  of  healthy,  vigorous  minds. 
Happy  the  nation  which  can  boast  sound 
minds  171  sound  bodi-s. 

Our  readers  will  find  most  excellent  in- 
struction under  the  head  of  "  Popular  Es- 
savs  on  Anatomy  and  Physiology."  The 
author  has  for  several  years,  from  the  best 
writers  and  from  his  own  experience,  gath- 
ered the  most  ample  materials.  These 
essays  are  intended  to  give  the  reader  in- 
formation of  the  most  important  kind,  in 
the  simplest  language,  of  himself.         ^ 

RledicG-Legal  Remarks  on   H.  Wcr- 
den's  Trial. 


where  not  only  the  laws  of  the  land  have 
been  infringed,  but  those  of  the  Supreme 
Judge:  and  which  are  born  with  the  child  and 
grow  up  with  the  man.  have  been  debased, 
yea,  grossly  insulted,  by  the  overwhelming 
sway  of  unrestrained  passion. 

^Ve  look  upon  Wordens  trial  as  one  of  great 
importance,  and  one  which  very  truly  and 
appropriately  supports  our  assertion,  at  page 
27  of  our  Lancet,  that  medical  and  even  legal 
men,  are  in  many  cases  incompetent  to  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
either  by  unforseen  circumstances,  or  by  bo- 
lieited  favor.  This  we  shall  prove  by  our  own 
analysis  and  comments  upon  the  medical  evi- 
dence, and  especially  upon  that  of  Dr.  M. 
Stevjcnson,  of.  Chazy,  who  was  called  to  tho 
suffering  man,  ere  the  blood  drawn  by  a  mur- 
Bsginning  at  page  "TO  of  this  numb2r,Vnej  Serous  hand  had  been  washed  away,  and  who 


reader  will  find  the  details  of  the  first  part 
of  ths  murderous  drama  enacted  by  Henry 
Worden,  tiio  victim  being  his  son  Gilbert — 


continued  his  attendance  until  the  "last  week" 
before  the  trial :  to  understand  it  satisfactori- 
ly the  reader  will  have  to  refer  to  his  evidence, 
page  7-i.    as  elicited  by   The  quet-lione  of  the 


the  one  a  convict  in  th«  Clinton  Stfeie  Prl.^-  prosecuting  and  defending  counsels 
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The  Doctor  tells  us,  that  on  arriving  at  Oli- 
ver's house,  where  Gilbert   Worden  had  been 
transported,  ho  found  him  on  the  bed,  and  the 
left  limb  very  bloody  ;  but  mentions  nothing 
as  to  the  position  it  occupied,  or  to  its  natural 
or  unnatural  shape  :  points   of  much  impor- 
tance, and  which  to  a  practiced  eye  would  at 
the   moment  have   establielicd   an  important 
data,   which  could  have  been  more  fully  cor- 
roborated upon  a  further  examination,  that  of 
the  limb  divested  of  the  pantaloon.     Was  this 
portion  of  the  clothing  on,  or  was  it  off  at  the 
time  he  first  saw  the  patient  ?  If  it  was  on,  were 
the  efforts,  as  slij^lit  and  gentle  as  they  should 
bo  to  remove  it,  attended  with  any  fresh  bleed- 
ing ?  and  if  so,   what  was  the  color  of  the 
blood — dark  and  black  or  rod  and  vermillion  1 
are  questions  which  were  not  asked,  and  there- 
fore overlooked  by  the  witness  at  the  stand. — 
He  proceeds  to  the  examination,  and  tolls  us 
that  he  ascertained  injuries  done  by  two  balls, 
and   a   large   quantity  of  shot  ;  that   the  left 
thigh  bone  was  broken  by  a  ball  from  the  iu- 
nide  of  the  limb,  four  inches   above  the  knee 
joint,  passing  through   the  substance   of   the 
thigh,  the  bone  of  necessity  included,  oblique- 
ly downwards  to  the  opposite  side  and  coming 
out,  consequently,  on  a   level   lower  than  the 
point  of  entrance.     The  second,  or  lower  ball, 
had  entered  two  inches  lower  than  the  first, 
(two  inches  above  the  knee  joint),  a  little 
more  on  the   inside  of  the  thigh  and  glanced 
downwards  towards  the  ham.     We  confess  our 
inability   of  understanding   the  expression  of 
'•  inside  of  the  thigh,"  but  on  referring  to  the 
Dr. 'a   opinion   relative   to  the   danger  of  the 
"wound,  the  lower  ball  is  mentioned  to  be  very 
near  the  femoral  artery  (he  should  have  said 
popliteal  artery,)  we  must  conclude  it  conveys 
the  meaning   of  nearer   the  anterior  surface 
of  the  limb,  and   farther   from   the  popliteal 
space  (commonly    called   the  ham),  for   it  is 
well  known  that  the  popliteal   artery  rests 
deeply  at  this  part  of  its  course,  lying  against 
the  small  popliteus  muscle,  which,  with  its  fa- 
scia, alone  separates  the  artery  from  the  bone- 
The  bone  here  is  in  its  turn  quite  superficial, 
being  only  covered  by  the  integuments,  cellu- 
lar and  adipose  tissues  and  the  combined  ten- 
dons of  the  four   extensor  muscles  of  the  leg 
upon  the  thigh.     Therefore,  if  the  ball  follow- 
ed the  direction  montioncd  by  the  Dr.  it  must 
have  come  iii  fearful  proximity  to  the  large 
blood  vessel.     This  second,  or  lower  ball  had 
glanced  downwards  towards    the  ham,   and 
could  not  be  found— is  it   still  turied  in  the 
limb  '•     Why  did  not  the  counsel  for  the  do- 


fence  question  as  to  the  nature  of  the  cloth  of 
which  the   pantaloon    was    composed  ?    and 
whether  the  Dr.  had  ascertained  if  there  wer« 
as  many  perforations  through   the   cloth   as 
there  were  wounds  in  the   limb  ?     Here  they 
were  both  at  fault,  and  for   this  reason  :  is  it 
not  a   will  known  fact  to  every  man  who  has 
had  practical  or  theoretical  surgical  experi- 
ence, and  more  especially  to  the  army  medical 
man,  that  when  there  is  but  one  opening,  "  it 
frequently  happens  that   the   ball,  instead  of 
tearing  the  cloth  or  linen,  carries  a  portion   of 
them  before  it  in  the  form  of  a  sac  into  the 
wound,  and   when   such    portion    of  cloth   is 
withdrawn,  the  ha,\\  falls  out."     We  shall  not 
report  the   case  v/hich  we  saw    seme  three 
years  since,  but  quote  Mr.  Guthrie,  on    Gun- 
Shot  Wounds  of  the  extremeties,  page  20,  and 
S.  Coopers  Surgical  Dictionary,  article  "Gun- 
Shot  wounds,'"   where   he  relates  a  case  in 
which  a  piece   of  shirt  was   carried  in  this 
manner,    "four  inches  into  tho  flesii."     Was 
this  ascertained  ?   An  examination  of  the  pan- 
taloon would  have  decided  the  point ;  it  stiU 
no  doubt  can  be  done,  though  too  late,  in  ft 
legal  view,  it  weuld  nevertheless  be  very  ac- 
ceptable in  relation  to  the  surgical  treatment. 
There  can  never  be  a  probability  without  a 
possibility,  and  therefore  let  us  look  upon  tha 
most  favorable  and   pleasing  side  of  the  pic- 
ture.    After  being  wounded,  G.  Worden  fell 
down.     He   tried  to  get  up,   and   fell   down 
again.     It  is   not   very   improbable   but  that 
the  ball  might  have  been  drawn  out  by  the 
stretch  made  upon  the  cloth,  and  we  are  car- 
ried out  still  fartlier,  a  ball  may  be  stopped 
immediately  it  has  entered  the  body,  and  then 
be  ejected  by  the  elasticity  of  the  part  againsk 
which  it  strikes.     lie  was   evidently   walking 
at  the  time  of  receiving  the  shot,  possibly  the 
leg  was  semi-flexed,  and  in  the  act  of  bringing 
the  foot  to  the  ground,  the   flexors  of  the  leg 
were  then  in  action  ;  the  tendons  forming  Iha 
inner  and  outer  boundaries  of  the  popliteal 
space,  might  have  opposed  sufficient  resistance, 
either  to  change  the  direction  of  the  ball,  or 
under  more  favorable  circumstances,  to  causo 
its  ejection.     An  important  point  now  pre- 
sents itself;  if  the  leg  was  in  the  Lalf-bent 
state,  the  ball  would  have  room  to  pass  bo- 
twccn  the  tendons,  close  to  the  bone,  and  fear- 
fully close  to  the  artery — a  miracle,   almost, 
that  it  was  not  torn — or  if  tho  leg  was  extend- 
ed and  the   muscles  on  the   stretch,  their  ten- 
dons  then  being  closely  applied  to  the  bone 
the  popliteal  space,  then  .becomes  almost  ob- 
literated, the  artery  is  more  superficial — and 
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ptrunge  it  is;  should,  in  such  a  case,  the  liam-  Dr.  Stevenson,  therefore,  in  a  point  of  anato- 
Btring  tendons  escape  being  severed  totally  or  my  would  have  been  as  correct  in  calling  tho 
partially.  To  what  extent  was  the  esamina-  artery  which  so  p^o^"identially  escaped  injury, 
tion  in  search  of  the  ball  prosecuted'?  ^Vhat  the  internal  iliac,  as  the  femoral.  This  is  a 
was  the  ascertainable  or  ascertained  depth  of  nice  point  in  anatomy,  some  will  say,  so  do 
the  wound  ]  and  were  there  any  pieces  of  we,  but  in  practical  view  and  operative  de- 
elothing  in  the  course  of  the  wound  1  are  ductionS  in  different  portions  of  the  eontinu- 
quesnons  as  yet  unanswered,  and  probabl\', '  ous  arterial  trunk  of  tlic  lower  extremity,  is  as 
were  never  dreamed  of.  Some  more  sat isfac-  [important  and  difFerential  as  the  artery  of  the 
tory  explanation  might  have  been  obtained,  if  I  leg  is  in  relation  with  the  carotid  artery  or  the 
the  witness's  opinion  had  been  questioned, 'artery  of  the  arm.  To  return  from  this  di- 
relativc.to  the  direction  and  velocity  of  the  ball.  I  g'-f^ssion,  the  popliteal  artery  therefore,  ie 
as  far  as  appreci.able  ;  the  position  of  the  per- i  deeply  seated,  protected  by  tho  tendons  upon 
fion  or  of  the  injured  limb  at  the  time  of  the  |  tbe  inner  and  outer  sides,  enveloped  in  a  quan- 
accident,  and  the  structure  of  the  parts  pone- 1*^*7  of  fat,  varying  in  different  iudividuals  ; 
trated;  then  a  more  probable  and  ;)o.v.<;?6/<;'ncxt  we  hare  the  popliteal  vein,  and  still  moro 
conjecture  of  the  course  of  the  ball  can  gene- '  superficial,  that  is  nearer  the  skin,  runs  tho 
rally  bo   formed,  than    if  theec    explanatory  j  popliteal  nerve,  the   internal  division  of  tho 


circumstances  had  not  been  regarded. 

The  Dr.  considered  (at  the  time  ?)  the 
wound  a  very  dangerous  one,  though  subse- 
quent testimony  differs  very  materially  from 
this  "  first  impression."  There  is  one  point 
more  relative  to  the  course  of  the  lower  ball, 
unless  we  are  extremely  at  fault  with  our 
anatomy — a   conclusion  we  cannot  admit — or 


sciatic  (nerve  of  the  posterior  part  of  tho 
thigh)  and  one  of  the  largest  nervous  cords  in 
thebody,and  running  along  the  outer  boundary, 
that  is  on  the  inside  of  the  biceps,  is  the  pe- 
roneal nerve,  the  external  division  of  the  sciat- 
ic trunk ;  all  these  parts  are  contained  within 
tlie  popliteal  space,  as  also  several  cutaneous 
nerves,     veins,    and    the     collateral     articu- 


tho  evidence  so   superficial  that  no  informa-  I'-^r     arteries,    derived    from     the    popliteal : 
tion    can  be   gleaned  from  it,  the  reader,  we  «'ind  this  space  in  the  extended  state  of  the  leg 


leave  to  decide.  The  ham  is  a  depression  cor- 
responding to  the  bend  of  the  knee,  bounded 
upon  the  outside  by  the  tendon  of  the  biceps 
{two-headed  muscle,)  on  the  inside  by  those 
of  ihe  semi-rnembranosus  (half-fleshy.)  scmi- 
tendlnosus  (half  tendinous,)  sartorius  (tail- 
or's muscle)  and  gracilis  (the  graceful  mus- 
cle) ;  this  space  extends  from  four  to  five 
inches  from  the  articuhition  of  the  knee  ioint 


measures  less  than  three-quarters  of  an  inch 
in  depth— in  very  thin  person.^,  even  less  than 
one  quarter,  the  fatness  or  plumpness  of  tbia 
part  causing  it  to  vary  considerably  in  differ- 
ent piersons.  When  the  leg  is  in  a  half  bent 
position,  the  space  is  to  all  appearance,  some- 
what increased,  and  the  artery  not  being 
bound  down  close  to  the  bone,  by  the  parts 
being  on  the  stretch,  would  more  probably 


upwards,  and  half  an  inch  from  it  downwards  i  avoid  injury  than  when  the  leg  is  extended  upon 
(these  measurements,  like  many  others  in  the  thigh ;  though  the  boundaries,  the  ham- 
anatomy,  are  subject  to  much  variation.) 'strings,  are  more  prominent  and  feel  tenser 
through  this  space  we  find  the  popliteal  arte-  j  under  the  skin  from  the  contracting  and  con- 


ry,  the  size  of  a  large  goose  quill,  after  having 
passad  through  the  tendinous  opening  of 
of  the  adductor   longus  (long  adductor  of  the 


ti-acted  condition  of  the  muscles  themselves. 
If  the  ball  is  yet  in  the  leg,  and  if  it  pene- 
trated at  least  half  of  the  ham  from    side  to 


thigh)  femoral  artery  above  this  j^oint,  it  now  StV/.?,  it  is  extraordinarily  providential  if  some 


takes  the  name  of  popiliteal,  resting  first  on 
the  bone,  then  on  the  posterior  ligament  of 
the  knee  joint,  and  lastly  on  the  layer  of  fiis- 


of  these  parts  were  not  injured,  the  popliteal 
artery  was  certainly  intact ;  had  it  wounded 
the   popliteal   nerve,    it  must,  at  the  very  in- 


cia  covering  tjie  poplitcus  muscle  ;  the  artery  stant,   have  destroyed  all  feeling  and  motion 


then  passes  between  the  two  heads  of  the  gas- 
trocnemius (muscle  of  the  leg)  and  takes  an- 
other name  and  another  course ;  this  popliteal 
arter}"^  is  the  continuation  of  the  femoral,  this 
of  the  external  iliac,  and  this  in  turn  of  the 
common  iliac,  a  primitive  division  of  the  great 
arterial  trunk  of  the   human  system,  on  the 


tiody  of  the  fourth  lumbar  (loins)  vertebra. —  back  of  the  foot ;  lastly,  was  the  popliteal  vein 


in  the  whole  of  the  posterior  portion  of  the 
leg,  part  of  its  anterior  surface,  and  in  the  sole 
of  the  foot ;  if  the  ball  divided  the  tendon  of  the 
biceps,  the  peroneal  nerve  must  have  been  in- 
jured, and  followed  by  the  same  results,  except 
that  the  paralysis  Avould  then  afiectpart  of  the 
anterior  and  lateral  surface  of  the  lee  and  the 
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wounded  or  not '?  ■was  there  much  flow  of  dark 
tlood  ?  and  to  what  may  be  attributed  the 
swelling  of  the  jmrts  Lolow  tlie  knee  and  of 
the  knee  itself,  xuilcss  this  state  is  due  to  some 
obstruction  throwu  in  the  way  of  a  free  return 
to  the  blood,  by  the  vein  being  cither  implica- 
ted or  compressed  upon  by  the  ball.if  present,or 
l)y  other  adventitious  circumstances.  V/hat 
is  the  condition  of  the  leg,  as  to  sensation  and 
motion  '?  if  these  functions  are  diminished  or 
entirely  suspended,  in  what  regions  of  the  leg 
and  foot  are  they  found  '!  and  calling  to  mind 
the  distribution  of  the  popliteal  and  peroneal 
nerves,  we  can  at  once  come  to  a  true  and  re- 
liable conclusion  as  to  the  extent  and  results 
of  the  injury.  These  details  of  anatomy,  now 
appreciated  by  the  reader  to  be  of  the  greatest 
imiiortance,  were  7iot  expected  to  be  drawn 
from  questions  by  the  counsels,  ]jut  they 
ehould,  at  IcaM-,  have  been  sliglitly  hinted  at 
by  Dr.  Stevenson.  We  feel  called  upon  to 
throw  out  these  anatomical  descriptions,  that 
our  readers  may  appreciate  our  position,  and 
judge  where  the  deficiency  exists. 

For  several  days  the  Dr.  had  not  seen  Gil- 
bert Worden.  "lie  had  recovered  sooner  than 
he  (the  Dr.)  expected,"  when  he  accidentally 
heard  that  he  was  worse,  and  called  to  see  him. 
The  state  in  which  he  found  the  patient  is  not 
mentioned,  except  that  there  was  some  swell- 
ing, (we  ascertained  the  day  of  the  trial,  from 
a  person  who  had  seen  him,  that  there  was 
much  swelling;  pain  and  some  discharge  of 
matter:  )but  judging  from  the  Dr."s  certainly 
very  kind  and  humane  wish  that  he  might  re- 
cover, and  that  it  would  not  produce  any  per- 
manent injury,  his  case  must  not  have  been 
very  precarious  ;  "  the  man  walks  with  a  cane 
or  crutch,'  very  imperfectly  indeed,  and  there 
is  "  some  flexion  and  extension  of  the  knee- 
joint,"  this  is  rather  a  vague  expression.  Is 
the  motion  voluntary  or  not?  Can  (Jiibert 
bend  his  leg  by  the  muscular  power  alone,  and 
to  what  extent '?  or  must  he  help  himself  with 
the  hand  T  are  other  points  wliieh  have  been 
entirely  overlooked.  The  Dr.  says  t'.io  man 
"  recovered  sooner  than  he  expected,"  this  we 
will  admit  with  him.  if  he  regards  the  cure  as 
complete,  and  leaves  the  case  to  the  hands  of 
nature.  By  the  time  three  or  six  months 
have  elapsed,  he  may  have  either  cause  of  re- 
joicing in  the  fulfilment  of  his  good  intention, 
or  he  will  have  to  acknowledge  the  correctness 
of  our  position. 

The  question  being  a'^ked,  whether  the 
injury  would  be  pernianet  or  not.  Dr.  S. 
answered  that  it  would  not    produce    a  per- 


manent injury,  and  hoped  ha  would  bo 
permanently  cured.  This  is  one  of  the  asser- 
^  tions  most  prone  to  censure,  and  upon  the 
plainest  grounds.  What  might  have  been  tho 
circumstances  which  should  have  prompted  him 
\  to  answer  differently,  had  he  for  one  moment 
'  reflected,  and  instead  of  assisting  the  defence, 
j  (which  ho  most  clearly  did)  would  by  a  proper 
j  judgement  and  some  knowled-re  of  c'ln-shot 
wounds  practically,  or  at  hast  theoretically, 
tended  to  the  incrimination  of  tlie  prisoner  at 
the  bar !  In  every  gun  shot  vround,  there  are 
three  things  to  be  borne  in  mind,  which  may 
complicate  the  injury,  and  ocea.?ion  an  txnex- 
pccted  and  alarming  train  of  syn)ptoms. — 
l''irst,  pieces  of  clothing,  or  other  substances 
forced  by  the  ball  before  it  into  tho  wound. — 
Secondly,  the  ball  itself,  and  thirdly,  loose 
splinters  of  bone.  What  are  tho  eifects  at- 
tendant upon  these  three  causes  conjointly  or 
separately  1  JNIost  numerable  unfavorable 
symptoms,  by  irritation  of  the  soft  parts,  pro- 
ducing pain,  inflammation,  convulsions,  he- 
morrhage, long  supi^urations,  Sec,  a  train  of 
evils  of  the  worst  character,  and  which  may 
eventually  lead  to  the  death  of  the  patient,  or 
if  any  thing  less  to  the  aL-jolute  necessity  of 
amputation. 

There  is  another  important  practical  point, 

tho  fracture  of  a  cylindrical  bono  by  a  ball  ia 

very  different   in  its   ajipearanco   and   results 

from  a  fracture  produced  by  any  other  cause  ; 

rarely,  very  rarely  indeed,  will  a   ball  knock 

out  a  clean  piece  of  bone — this  result,  as   far 

i  as  our  researches  extend,  is  not  known  to  ex- 

;  ist ;  but  it  is  a  fact  well  established,  that  in 

j  all  gun-shot   fractures,    fissures  or   cracks  are 

j  found   to  extend  to  one  or  two-thirds  of  the 

length  of  the  bone.     And  here  wc  are  again 

I  supported  by  Mr.  Guthrie  :  '-Tiie  fracture  ex- 

j  tends  far  above  and  below  the  immediate  part- 

j  struck  by  the   ball,  and   as   far  as  depends. 

I  from    my    information  from  the  examination 

of  limbs  that  were  asnpuiated,  farther  down- 

I  wards  thun  upwards,  so  that  from  a  fracture 

\  in  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  I   have  often  seen 

;  fissures  extend  into   the   condyles,  and    cauFc 

j  ulceration  of  the  cartilages  of  the  knee  joint, 

&:c.,"  p.    190.     The  doctor  says  that  the  thigh 

was  broken,  how  badly,  is  not  ascertained.     It 

I  is  a  compound  fracture,  a  portion  of  the  bonp 

I  was  lost,    and   from   the   high  authority  just 

quoted,  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  fis- 

!  suring  of  the  thigh  bone,  both  above  and  be- 

,  low.  and  to  an  extent  more   than   the   doctor 

probably  thought.     If  the  injury   has  taken 

I  place  f.jur  inches  above  the  knee,  and  that 
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from  cases  already  observed  in  extensive  hcs-  [  degree  of  crime  upon  Worden,  and  fully  to 
pital  and  field  practice,  the  fissure  runs  more '  the  extent  of  the  fourth  count  of  the  indict- 
downwards  than  in  the  opposite  direction,  are  I  tti^nt  ^  But  the  judge  based  his  argument* 
we  not  correct  in  asserting  that  the  probabili- !  upon  the  evidence,  and  the  errors  lie  with  the 
ty  is  entirely  superceded  by  the  certainty  of  ajattornics. 

fracture  extending  through  one  or  both  con-|  "  Gun-shot  fractures  of  the  thigh,'"  says  Dr. 
dyles,  or  articulating  surfaces  of  the  lower' J- Thompson,  '-have  universally  been  allowed 
extremity  of  the  thigh  bone.  And  what  are |  to  be  attended  with  a  high  degree  of  danger; 
we  to  expect  from  this  state  of  things  1  In-  j  indeed,  till  late  years,  very  few  instances  hava 
flammation,  suppuration  and   destruction  of  been  recorded  of  recovery  from  these  injuries. 


the  cartilages  of  the  knee  joint,  and  if  nature. 


Ravanton    acknowledges    that    in    his    long 


with  a  charitable  hand,  comes  to  the  relief  of  and  extensive  practice  he  has  never  seen  an 


the  suffering  man  and  arrests  tha  disease, 
Worden  will  then  recover  with  a  stiff  knee, 
if  nothing  more  serious  ;  and  is  that  "perma- 
nently cured,  without  a  permanent  injury  ?"' 
There  is  another  very  surprising  but  necessa- 
ry declaration,  that  the  left  limb  is  three  quar- 
ters of  an  inch  shorter  than  the  other,  a  re- 
sult to  be  anticipated,  if  there  was  much  loss 
of  bone,  and  bears  on  the  face  of  it  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  bone  was  destroyed  equivalent  to 
the  shortening  of  the  limb,  and  consequently 
this  loss  cannot  have  taken  place  unless  a 
much  greater  degree  of  injury  had  been  done 


example  of  recovery  from  a  gun-shot  fi-acture 
of  the  thigh  ;  and  tiilguer,  in  his  calculation? 
with  regard  to  those  who  have  recovered  from 
gun-shot  fractures,  sets  aside  those  of  the 
thigh  bone,  as  being  of  a  nature  altogether 
hopeless.  In  the  present  improved  state  of 
military  surgery,  instances  not  unfrequently 
occur  of  recovery  from  this  fracture  ;  but  of 
these  the  number  will  be  found,  J  believe,  to  be 
exceedingly  small,  in  comparison  with  those 
who  die.particularly  when  the  fracture  has  had 
its  seat  above  the  middle  of  the  hone."'  Percy 
says  that  scarcely  two  of  ten  recover  of  those 


to  the  bone  than  the  practitioner  had  a  r?'"-///!  who  have  suffered   gun-shot  fractures   of  the 


to  expect.  If  there  has  been  lo-ss  of  bone  less 
♦han  the  difference  in  the  length  ot  the  limb. 
the  balance  must  be  made  up  by  malposition 
of  the  bones,  one  riding  over  the  other. 


thigh  bone. 

M.  Guthrie  (page  191)  says  that  "upon  a 
review  of  the  many  cases  which  I  have  seen,  I 
do  not  believe  that  more  than  one-sixth  recov- 


Herc  is  another  point,  which  we  will  vouch  ered  so  as  to  have  useful  limbs  ;  two-thirds  of 
was  never  thought  of.  After  a  gun-shot  \  the  whole  died  either  with  or  without  ampu- 
wound  has  healed,  or  if  amputation  is  resorted  j  tation,  and  the  limbs  of  the  remaining  sixth 
to,  and  the  stump  is  perfectly  cured,  is  there  Uvere  not  only  nearly  useless,  but  a  cause  of 
any  possibility  of  disease  subsequently  attack-  much  uneasiness  to  them  for  the  remainder  of 
ing  some  important  part  of  the  system,  remote  their  lives." 

from  the  primary  seat  of  injury  1  Undoubt-  Compare  the  above  statements  with  those  of 
edly  so.  Inflammation,  followed  by  suppura-  Dr.  Stevenson  and  mark  the  difference.  Why 
tjon  of  some  of  the  organs,  is  very  apt  to  occur.  I  did  not  the  counsel  for  the  defence,  make  en- 
the  liver  being  most  generally  the  scat  of  this  j  quiries  relative  to  G.  Wordens  constitutional 
necondary  disease.  Many  of  the  soldiers  who  ^  habit,  whether  he  was  predisposed  to  consump- 
were  wounded  during  the  peninsular  war.  andjtion,  scrofula.  &:c.,  what  were  his  habits  in  ro- 
who  had  undergone  amputation,  subsequently ,-  gard  to   temperance   or   intemperance,   in   a 


died  of  affections  of  the  lungs 


or  liver.  The 
pame  observations  have  been  made  under  a 
variety  of  circumstances,  where  this  condition 


medical  and  not  in  a  legal  point  of  view  ? — 
These  questions  are  of  greater  importance 
than    what   one  might   suppose  ;.  a  peculiar 


pould  not  be  attributed  to  atmospheri*  or  cli-  j  constitution  of  body,  may  so  operate   on  one 


matic  influences,  the  explanation  of  this  result 
being  based    upon    constitutlocal   irritation, 


individual,  that  a  very  simple  and  trifling  in- 
jury will  occasion  very  severe  and  protracted 


produced  by  the  lcc."J  inj-iry,  and  upon  the 'disease,  and  in  mr.ny  instances  terminating  m 
irre"'ular  action  of  the  vascular  system  to -death;  whereas  the  same  affection,  in  anoth- 
which  the  irritation  may  give  rise.  Had  all'er  person,  unpredisposed,  would  safely  and 
these  quoEtion?,  most  important  as  now  thoylehcrily  be  brought  to  a  cure;  the  same  re- 
wlU  be  seen,  but  unfortnuately  too  late  in  the ;  marks  apply  to  persons  of  temperate  and  in- 
i^y,  been  asked,  would  not  his  honor,  Judge  I  temperate  habits.  Does  net  a  knowledge  of 
Hand,  have  had  dat.T.  of  such  a  nature  as  j  these  circumstances  tend  very  materially 
wtiuld  hava  imj.re?ocd  his  mind  with  a  higher  .'either  to  incrca£.e  the  chanc*  of  a  permanent 
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cure,  or  the  determination  of  a  permanent  in- 
jury. ? 

Dr.  Stevenson  was  now  told  that  his  exami- 
nation had  closed,  and  the  second  medical 
witness,  Dr.  E.  Kane,  was  called  up  by  the 
prosecution.  Mr.  G.  Beckwith,  for  the  de- 
fence, opposed  it,  saying  that  he  was  entirely 
satisfied  with  Dr.  S's  evidence,  that  he  did  not 
dispute  the  nature  of  the  wound,  nor  its  con- 
Bequences.  Well  he  might,  the  shrewd  and 
learned  lawyer  saw  that  the  Dr.  had  assisted 
him  immensely  beyond  what  he  could  reason- 
ably expect;  he  feared  that  Dr.  Kane  would 
overthrow  the  evidence  of  his  witness,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  say  that  he  did  so,  most  satis- 
factorily. We  urged  upon  Mr.  S.  B.  M. 
Bjcckwitu,  assistant  counsel  for  the  prosecu- 
tion, that  the  medical  evidence  should  not  be 
allowed  to  rest  where  it  was,  and  that  Dr. 
Kane  must  bo  examined.  Let  me  call  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  evidence.  Dr.  Kane 
corroborated  what  Dr.  S.  had  said  relative  to 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injuries  ;  no- 
thing was  said  on  the  part  of  the  first  witness 
regarding  the  treatment,  therefore,  on  this 
point  we  are  forced  to  be  ignorant.  Dr.  K. 
elightly  mentioned  what  the  treatment  should 
be,  and  that  he  directed  his  .measures  to  save 
the  leg.  This  he  was  bound  to  do,  unless  the 
fttatc  of  the  limb  or  that  of  the  patient  re- 
quired an  immediate  amputation,  as  the  only 
thing  which  could  save  or  prolong  life.  The 
Dr.  differs  most  wisely  and  correctly  from  Dr. 
S.  as  to  his  opinion  of  the  injury,  it  will  pro- 
duce permanent  injury  and  lameness,  not  on- 
ly from  the  present  injuries,  but  from  the  ball 
which  must  produce  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, that  train  of  symptoms,  we  have  above 
described.  Seeing  that  none  of  the  questions 
elicited  the  whole  truth,  he  supplied  vrhat 
was  wanting,  and  dwelt  at  some  length,  in 
making  several  pathological  remarks  relative 
to  the  import  of  the  case  and  the  results  to  be 
expected  from  such  an  injury  as  the  prisoner 
was  then  being  tried  for  having  inflicted — the 
magnitude  of  the  knee  joint  the  fibrous  nature 
of  the  structures  entering  into  its  formation, 
rendering  such  an  accident,  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances,  one  of  extreme  doubt 
and  difficulty. 

Our  remarks  upon  this  interesting  case 
have  sitended  to  a  greater  length  than  we  ex- 
pected, but  the  subject  was  so  pregnant  with 
most  important  details,  which  had  been  en- 
tirely overlooked,  or  so  carelessly  explained, 
that  we  deem  it  fully  worth  the  full  exposition 
we  have  attempted  to  m?.ki5.     In  conclusion. 


we  must  say  that  the  whole  case  medically 
has  been  very  poorly,  if  not  to  say  very  lamely 
conducted — the  principal  and  assistant  coun- 
sels for  the  prosecution,  who  performed  their 
part  legally  with  so  much  credit  to  themselves, 
were  sorely  deficient  in  the  medical  examina- 
tion ;  in  one  word,  palpable  errors  have  been 
committed  on  the  part  of  the  witnesses  and  os- 
amining  counsels. 

Should  these  gentlemen  think  that  we  have 
misrepresented  or  misconstrued  their  inten- 
tions, wc  most  cheerfully  place  the  columns  of 
our  Lancet  at  their  disposal,  wishing  that  all 
may  have  the  opportunity  of  verifying  th» 
adage  '-audi  alterampartem."  f 

Onr  Excliung-cs. 


Our  Exchanges,  literary  rs  well  as  modical, 
will  accept  our  thanks  for  their  kind  notice*, 
and  the  good  wishes  they  have  expressed  for 
the  prosperous  career  of  the  Lancet.  Gentle- 
men oi  the  paste-brush,  quill  and  scissors,  may 
no  other  Lancet  than  the  Northern  ever  eatar 
the  precincts  of  your  homes. 

AEEtcn<Ie  Ilosiorablc. 


At  page  24,  of  the  first  number,  we  copied 
"  Professor  Mott  at  the  Cliniquo,"  from  a  pa- 
per which  had  copied  it  from  another,  and  had 
forgotten  the  "  credit  ;"  we  faithfully  follow- 
ed and  committed  the  same  error.  From  hav- 
ing seen  a  few  articles  of  the  '-same  sort"  in 
the  New  Yokk  Sunday  Times,  wo  conclude 
that  the  above  extract  owes  its  parentage  to 
that  paper.  Yes,  the  Times  published  it,  and 
we  make  this  amende  with  pleasure.  Gentle- 
men, give  credit  all  round,  and  we  shall  not 
have  to  make  our  and  your  apologiei. 

'_ t 

The  Tlsjrd  I\umber. 


With  this  number  we  close  the  first  quarter 
of  our  publication,  and  after  its  receipt,  seve- 
ral subscriptions  will  expire  ;  will  those  pat- 
rons continue  with  us  another  term  '?  Have 
they  received  the  full  value  of  twenty-five 
cents,  of  instructing  and  entertaining  reading  "? 
We  strictly  adhere  to  our  terms — payment  in 
advance.  Should  some  persons  not  receive 
the  fourth  number,  they  will  know  the  cause. 

We  feel  somewhat  pleased  in  presenting  the 
third  number.  The  reader  will  perceive  that 
we  are  endeavoring  to  please  and  instruct  at 
one  time.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  pages, 
the  contents  are  original,  and  by  their  variety 
and  eomposition;  are  adspted  to  every  man  of 
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rcuding,  whether  professional  or  not.  We 
have  redeemed  our  promise — that  the  Lancet 
will  not  be  a  sectarian  publication  ;  it  will  be 
medical.      In  so  far  as  relates  to  orifrinal  corn- 


Art  ot  Prolonging  L,ite. 


On  the  art  of  prolonging  life,  Dr.  Hufsman 
says  :  '-The  best  drink  is  water,  a  liquor  com- 
munications, they  will  always  bo  acc^eptable,  as  i  i^P^'j  despised  and  deemed  prejudicial.     I 

will  not  hesitate,  however;  to  declare   it  to  bo 


well  upon  medical  as  various  other  subjects. 


one  of  the  greatest  means  of  prolonging  human 


With  this  number  wc  present  the  first  of  ajlifa.''     He  then  mentions  a  surgeon,    who  ai 
series  of  articles  en  Wo.-sian,  portraying  her  in   the  age  of  f'jrty  was  a  miserable  hypochondri 


relation  to  her  moi-al  and  physical  system. — 
Instead  of  a  mere  version,  wo  would  fain  claim 
originality.  The  French  woi'k.  a  remarkably 
uprightly  and  beautiful  model  of  composition. 
and  better  calculated  to  while  away,  in  pleas- 
ing fancy,  the  wearied  moments  of  the  student 
in  his  closet,  could  not  very  properly  be  offered 
to  the  public  in  a  strict  literal  translation. — 
We  have  omitted  manj'  passages  :  oihers  have 
been  very  freely  rendered  into  English  and 
liberally  extended;  technicalities  Lave  been 


ac  ;  but  who  was  afterward.,  cured  by  the  uso 
of  water,  and  who  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty, 
his  last  days  being  the  most  healthy.  Again 
he  says  :  '•  Water  h  th^  great  promoter  of  di- 
gestion, it  assists  all  the  secretions  of  tha 
body." 

x\nother  writer  observes:  "  Watcr-drinkcra 
are  more  healthy  and  long  lived  than  others. 
In  such  the  faculties  of  the  body  and  mind  are 
stronger,  their  tvcth  are  whiter  and  more  per- 
feet,  and  their  sight  less  liable  to  failure.'' 

.Another  writer  says  ;  "  All  drinks  supply 
the  wants  of  nature  only  by  the  quantity  of 


eschewed,  and  v;e  flatter  ourselves  that  in  its   elementary  water  they  contain.''     This  senti- 
ment should  be  remembered. 

The  celebrated  Dr.  Jackson:  of  tlic  British 


present  form  it  vrill  be  found  unexceptionable, 
and  that  it  will  not  only  prove  highly  interest- 
ing, but  equally  instructive.     And  in  present- 


West  Indies,  says,  '•  I  have  wandered  a  great 
deal  about  the  world  ;  my  health  has  been 


ing  Woman  in  an  American  dress,  and  upon .  tried  all  ways ;  and  by  the  aid  of  tempcranco 
an  American  canvass,  wc  will  endeavor  to'se-    and  hard  work,  I  have  worn  out  two  armies  in 


euro  a  small  share  of  the  universal  approba- 
tion of  the  original,  wh'ch  was  so  flatteringly 
awarded  to  -Jr.  Bordcu.  f 

To  Readers  and  Correspoiideiits. 


two  Avars,  and  probably  could  wear  out  anoth- 
er boiorc  my  period  of  old  age  should  arrive. 
I  cat  no  animal  food,  drink  no  wines  or  malt 
liquors,  or  spirits  of  any  kind.  1  regard  nei- 
ther wind  nor  rain,  heat  nor  cold,  when  busi- 
ness is  in  the  way.'' 

Dr.  Mosely  says:  '-I  aver  from   my  own 
knowledge   and  custom,    as  Avell  as  from  that 
We   direct  attention  to  C.  C.  Moork's,  and  !  of  othcrsl' that  those  who  drink  nothing  but 
MooKES  &  SxonnAUD's   advertisements  in  this  |  "svater,   or  make  it   their  principal  drink,  are 

number  of  the  Lancet.     These  gentlemen  are  |  ^°*  ^^**^^  affected  by  the  climate,  and  can  en- 
,,         ,,         1  ,  «      1  ,.        ,  dure  the  greatest  fatigue   Avithout  inconvem- 

well  Avorthy  a  large  share  01  pubicpatronaece.  tv^    •     •         j>  ..u    i 

jt     .       ,        .        ,    ,  '■.  ^       w"<is-  1  encc.      Aavigaiors    from    northerly    regions 

Having  bought  all  the  medicines  you  require  ;  testify  that  those  wliodie  from  cold  are  those 
at  the  above  establi^ihments,  take  a  walk  down  j  who  use  other  drinks  than  water,  while  the 
Margaret  Street,  and  the  first  door  north  of  fi-ater  drinkers  survive.'' 


Justice   iMoores,    you    will    find    Bkomlky's 
Wholesale  and  Retail  Family  Grocery. 

Letters  relative  to  the  Lancet  have  been  rc- 


Dr.  Beardsley  says,  respecting  the  water 
drinkersjn  Asia,  near  the  Himalaya  niounlaina 
that  they  were  able  to  carry  a  burden  of  four 
hundred  weight — that  some  of  them  had  more 


Lhelr  officers  affirmed. 


ccivcdfroni  the  following  :  Asa  P.  Hammond,  |  stronsth  than  tliroc  British  soldiers,  as  one   of 

Wadham's  TJiils ;  S.  P.   Eastman,  P.  ^.L.  St. 

Albans;  Dr.  Z.  B.  Nicholsj  Sturbridge,  ]\Ias.?. : 

Dr.  S.  P.  Clark,  I^ladrid,  N,  Y.  ;   F.  P.  Allen,       Enesgy.— Energy  is  omnipotent.  The  clouds 

P.  M.,  INlalone:  Dr.  IM.  Barnes.  P.  M.,  Schu}'-    ^^^^^  surround  the  houseless  boy  of  to-day  arc 

ler's  Falls ;  Dr.'  H.  D.  Lauglihn',  0-densburo-h ;  i  fl'sp""sed,  and  he  is  injited  to  a  palace.     It  ia 


L.    Spencer,   Hutland,    Yt, ;    M.  Conant, 


the  work  of  energy.     The  child  who  is  a  beg- 
gar this  moment,  in  a  few  years   may   stand 


H. 

Malone.  I'ro^m  Canada  :  Dr.  A.  ^cison,  Mon-  forth  the  admiration  of  angels  !  Who  has  not 
treal;  Dr.  C.  E.  Courteau,  St.  F.och  L'Achi- !  seen  the  life  giving  power  of  energy?  It 
gan  ;  Dr.  A.  B.  Craig,  Contrecocur ;  Dr.  P.  0.  I  imikes  the  wilderne.ss  to  blossom  as  the  rose  I 
Laasiserage,  St.-  Leon.  '  ^-'itens  ilio  soa  ;  navigates  our  rivers  ;  leveh 

•   '■ ^ mountains  ;  paves  with  iron  a   highway  from 

--J!)K*Aberh6thy  used  to  tellhis  scholars  that  i  ^*^*^^  to  state,  _  and   sends   through,  with  the 
■IV,  ,    ,.  .  ,  soeed  of  liirhtning  messages  rrom  one  extremi- 

^all  human  ma.adies  arose  from   two  causes-  !  ty  of  the  land  to  the  other.     Vrithout  energy 


fituSing  and  fretting. 


what  is  man  1     A  fool,  a  clod. 
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Lkcture  IV. 
Eoukncc  under  writs  '•  De  Lunatico  Inquircn- 
jo,"'  before  the  House  of  Lords  and  Commons, 
and   ihe  Ecclesiastical   Courts. —  Tlie    Coro- 
nefs    Court. — Its    History    and  Ohjccts. — 
Qmlifications,  Election,  Duties,  and  Fourr 
of  Coroners,  and  duties  of  Juries  at  Inque.-'ts. 
—  The  vieio  of  Bodies. — Disinterment  of  a 
Bod)/. — On   Allegations. — Of  Tvant  of  Evi' 
dence  respecting  the  Death. 
Gentle.-\ien  : — I  have  already  mention- 
ed that  the  Court    of   Chancery  has  cogrii- 
zaucG  of  all  iJiots  and  lunatics.     The  king 
himself  used  formerly  to  cornuiit  ihc  custo- 
dy of  such  persons  to  proper  committees, 
in  every  particular  case  ;  but  now,  to  avoid 
solicitations,  and  the  very  shadow  of  undue 
partiality,  a  warrant  is  issued  by  the  king, 
under  his  royal   sign-manual,  to  the    lord 
..^chancellor,  or   keeper   of  the    seal,  to  per- 
'  forn-   this  oiBce  for  him  ;  and  if  the  chan- 
coUcr   .  cts    improperly  in    granting    such 
custodies,  the  complaint  must  be  made  to 
the    king    himself    in    council.     But    the 
chancellor  can  assume  no  authority  in  such 
cases  until  a  proper  enquiry,  by   commis- 
sion, has   determined    whether    or  not  the 
party  bo  an   idiot  or   a   lunatic.     This  en- 
quiry is  connected  with  the  laic  side  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  and  is  instituted  by  the 
lord  chancellor  to  ascertain   the  condition 
of  the  mind    of  the  party.     The    object  of 
such  commission  is  to  prevent  the  unfortu- 
nate   individuals   who  arc    the  subjects  oi 
them,  from    being  oppressed  or   defrauded 
by  their  relations,  or  by   others.     The  jus- 
tice and    expediency  of  such  enquiries  are 
uudeuiublc  ;  therefore,  whenever  property 
is  at  stake,  a  commission  for  enquiry  may 
be  obtained  upon  petition  preferred  to  the 
lord  chancellor  for  that  purpose,  who,  if  he 
be  satisfied,  will  grant  a  writ  de    luiialico 
iuqnircndo.     This  writ,    however,  will  nut 
be  granted,  NvLether  the  peliliuu  be   jU"  fcr- 


ed  by  relations  or  others,  or  whether  by 
information  of  the  attorney  general,  unless 
it  be  accompanied  by  affidavits,  setting  fortli 
the  unsoundness  of  mind  of  tlie  person 
ao-ainst  whom  the  commission  is  desired, 
and  civing  instances  in  proof  of  the  alleged 
insanity.  But  a  commission  of  lunacy,  in 
a  proper  case,  will  bo  granted  on  the  appli- 
cation even  of  a  stranger.  The  writ  is 
directed  to  five  commissioners,  selected  by 
the  lord  chancellor ;  they  are  generally 
experienced  barristers,  and  they  are  «oni- 
mended,  "  all,  or  any  three  op  more  of 
them,  openly  to  enquire,  on  the  oaths  of 
twelve  good  and  lawful  men,  whether  the 
person  bo  or  be  not  an  idiot,  a  lunatic,  or' 
7ion  covipos.''^*  The  suppose<"1  non  compos 
is  obliged  to  be  produced  on  their  Avarrant, 
and  disobedience  is  punished  by  committal 
and  fine.  In  a  case  in  which  Lord  VVenraan 
was  the  non  compos,  his  wife,  an  Irish  peer- 
ess, was  com.mitted  for  not  producing  her 
husband. 

The  commissioners  have  also  power  to 
summon  witnesses.  It  is  scarcely  necessa- 
ry to  mention,  'hat  medical  aid  in  euch  en- 
quiries is  essential,  and  that  the  practition- 
er on  whose  testimony  the  affidavits  are 
filed,  necessarily  becomes  a  witness  in  the 
public  examination  under  the  -writ  dc  lunat- 
ico inquircndo.  In  this  court  the  establish- 
ment of  lunacy,  however,  is  not  founded, 
as  in  criminal  courts,  v/hen  a  prisoner  is 
arraigned  at  the  bar  of  justice,  upon  tho 
testimony  of  others.  Such  testimony  is 
indeed  required  in  commissions  of  lunacy  ; 
but,  besides  this,  the  person  supposed  to  be 
in.sane  is  usually  produced  before  tha  com- 
missioners and  jury,  and  is  examined  by 
them,  in  order  to  confirm  or  to  inyalidato 
the  evidence  which  has  been  adduced,  and 
to  satisfy  their  minds  tliat  he  is  a  lunatic 
at  the  time  of  their  enquiry.  It  is  in  this 
part  of  the  enquiry  that  you  may  be  most 
essentially  useful  to  the  court ;  for  as  tho 
patient  is  often  fully  aware  of  the  proceed- 
ing.'^, he  will  subtilly  endeavor  to  defeat 
them  ;  and  instances  have  occurred  in  whicli 
tlie  lunatic, has  been  so  skilfully  tutored  ns 

•  Colbns'c.p.  i  ?" 
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to  foil  tbo  united   penetration  of  boili  law- 
yer and  physician,     "  It  is  on  such  occas- 
ions,"  Dr.    Halsim  has  justly  remarked, 
"  that  the  sagacity  and    experience  of  the! 
medical  practitioner  are  demanded;"  andj 
it  \rill,  in  some  instances,  occupy  a  consid-| 
crabia  thno  to   iastitule  such  examination , 
OS  shiU   suffice  to  unravel   the  real  state  of! 
his  opinions. 

It  is   nearly   impo.ssible  to  give  any  spe- 
cific directions  for  condaciing  .snch  exami-i 
nalioDS  as   .oliuU  inevitably  disclose  the  de-  \ 
lusiona  existing  in  the  mind  of  the  crafty! 
I.una'.ic  ;  but  in  my  own  opinion,  it  is  to  bo! 
ftlwaya  aocompiished,    provided    sufficient 
time  be  allowed,  and  the  examiu'ir  be  not; 
interrupted.     It  is  not  to  be  eS'r.cted   by; 
directly  selecting  the  .subjects  of  his  delua- ! 
ion,  for  ha  v>'iU  immediately  perceive  the{ 
drift   of  such    eriquirie.=,    and  endeavor  to 
evade,  or  pretend    to    disown  them.     The 
purpose  io  more  effectually  r.n.^wered  "  by 
leading  him  to  the  origin  of  his  distemper, 
find  tracing  down  the  consecutive  series  of 
bis   actions  and  associations  of    ideas ;  in 
going  over  the  road  where  he  ha.s  stumbled, 
be  Vr'ill    iafalUbly  trip  again."' — (Ilaslam.j 

As  the  time  of   medical  men  is  alwavd 
raucn  occunied  m   ai(iin.o;  sucli  enciuu-ies, 
their  expenses  are  paid,  and   they  have    a 
light  to  demand,  not  only  a   remuneration 
foz  their  time  and  trouble,  but,  further,  what 
ia  demonstrated   conduct  moaoy,    to  bear 
their  expenses  to  tha  place  of  meeting. — 
When  the  physician  resides   iu  the    same' 
towB,  or  i's  immediate  viciulty,  he  is  allow-: 
«d  a  guinea  for  conduct  money,  but  there  is ' 
no  sum  fixed  for  further  remuneration  ;  that! 
rests  with   the    parties.    No   previous   bar-: 
gain,  hov/over,   m.ade  with  the  parties  can 
»vail.     L  ader  every  other  circunistance,  the : 
medical  as  well  as   theother  witnesses  are 
bound  to  attend  ;  and  if  they  refuse,  the  then 
lord  chancoilor  v/ill  make   an  order  upon 
them  for  tliat  purpose.     There  is  no  appeal 
from  the  Court  of  Chuncery  in  these  cases, 
except  to   the  king  in  person. 

With  regard  to  the  House  of  Lords,  cir- 
cumstances vnay,  no  doubt,  occur,  in  which 
your  evidence  will  be   required   in   select 
committees  of  that  house  ;  but  these  cases 
jire  comparatively  rare,  and  when  they  do 
occur,    the    evidence,  although    Bomctimes 
oral,  yet  is  moro  commonly  taken  down  in' 
■writing,    upon    oath.     For    although    tlie' 
Commons  cannot  simiuister  oaths,  yet  the  ' 
House  of  Peers,  which    is  the    supremcst. 
court   of  judicature   in   the   kingdom,  has 
i.bai  power.     Ihe  exuminations,  or  as  they' 
ar«  urmed,  intfirrogRtone«,    ikrc  taken  out 


of  court.  In  the  legislative  business  of 
the  lords,  upon  which  medical  men  are 
rarely  called,  viva  voce  evidence  is  the 
usual  practice.  Ab  present  the  House  of 
Peers  posse.sses  no  original  jurisdiction 
over  causes,  but  only  upon  appeals  and 
writs  of  error,  to  rectify  any  injustice  or 
mistake  of  the  law  committod  by  the  courts 
below.  To  this  authority  this  august  tri- 
bunal .succeeded,  of  course,  upon  the  disso- 
lution of  the  aula  recjia  ;  for  as  the  barons 
of  parliament  were  constilucnt  members  of 
that  court,  and  the  rest  of  its  jurisdiction 
was  dealt  out  to  other  tribunals,  over  which 
the  great  officers  who  accompanied  thoaa 
barons,  were  respectfully  delegated  to  pro- 
side,  it  followed  that  the  right  of  receiving 
appeal.s,  and  supei-intending  all  other  juris- 
dictions, still  remained  iu  the  residue  of 
that  noble  assembly,  from  which  every  oth- 
er great  court  was  derived.  They  are, 
therefore,  in  ail  cases,  the  last  resort,  from 
whose  judgment  no  further  appeal  ia  per- 
mitted ;  but  every  suborndiate  tribunal 
must  conform  with  their  determinations, 
the  law  reposing  entire  confidence  in  the 
honor  and  conscience  of  the  noble  persons 
who  compose  this  important  assembly  ;  that 
(if  possible)  they  will  make  themBclves 
masters  of  those  questions  upon  which  they 
undertake  to  decide,  and  in  all  dubious 
cases  refer  themselves  to  the  opinions  of 
the  judges,  who  are  summoned  bj  writ  to 
advise  them. 

The  committees  of  the  lords  have  the 
power  of  summoDing  witnesses,  to  be  ex- 
amined by  those  whom  they  shall  appoint ; 
and  committal  is  the  consequenc*  of  diso- 
bedience. 

The  committeeg  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons have  the  same  power  as  those  of  the 
Lords  to  subpoena  witnesses,  but  they  do 
not  examine  upon  oath;  they  have  also  the 
power  of  committal  for  contempt.  I  shall 
not  enter  upon. any  details  respecting  exam- 
inations before  these  committees,  as  moro 
tiiaa  one  opportunity  will  occur,  in  our 
progress,  of  entering  fully  into  them,  with 
more  advantage  than  at  present. 

In  the  early  period  of  our  history,  our 
Saxon  ancestors  made  no  distinction  be- 
tween the  Jay  and  the  ecclesiastical  juris* 
diction  ;  the  rights  of  the  church  and  of 
churchmen  were  ascertained  and  asserted 
at  the  same  time,  and  by  the  same  judges, 
as  the  rights  of  the  laity.  A  bishop,  how- 
ever, Fat  in  the  court,  and  a  superior  def. 
erence  was  paid  to  his  opinion  in  spiritual 
matters,  whilst  the  same  was  giveti  to  thai 
of  th#i  Inj  jud^eti  in  f-erapor»l.     This  union 
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of  spiritual  and  temporal  power  was  adv»n-' is  unknown.  It  is  evident,  boWeVer,  that 
tageous  to  both  church  and  state  ;  but  it  it  existed  in  the  time  of  Alfred,  "for  fhaJ 
was  inconsistent  with  the  ambitious  views  of  king  punished  with  death  a  juut^e  who  seri- 
the  court  of  Rome,  and,  therefore,  through^ tcaced  a  party  to  euiior  d»;ach  upon  th* 
the  influence  of  the  Pope,  it  i)ecams  an  coroner's  record,  without  penuitiiug  tha 
established  law  that  all  ecclesiastical  causes! delinquent  the  liberty  to  traverse."  Tha 
Bhould  be  solely  and  entirely  subject  to  a  name  "coroner  ''  is  derived  from  the  vfv:d 
distinct,  or  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction.  ^crovrier  or  coroiiator,  which  was  i^iposed 

It  was  after  the  Norman  Conquest  that  because  those  who  formerly  filled  the  offica 
the  separation  of  the  civil  and  eoclesiastioai  had  to  deal  principally  with  ploas  of  tha 
courts  was  effected;  and  althou2;h  their  crown.  His  court  is  one  of  7ef<;rc?,  corn- 
union  was  revived  in  the  time  of  Henry  I.,  'prehending  a  variety  of  duties- besides  thosa 
yet  it  was  of  t;hort  duration,  and  was  soon  connected  with  ini|uests  of  ueal'i  ;  and  it 
dissolved,  and  they  remain  distinct  at  this  will  oniy  be  necessary  to  enumerate  these 
day.  (to  demonstrate  that  the  idea  of  Cliing  tho 


There  arc  various  courts  arranged  under  jofiice  with  medical  men  would  not  forward 
the  term  "ecclesiastical,"  naaiely,  the; the  objects  of  the  appoiatmeiit,  wore  ih-3 
Archdeacon's  Court,  the  Casuistry  Court, 'duties  of  the  ofiice  filled  accoiuing  to  tho 
the  Court  of  Arches,  the  Court  of  Peculiars,  I  original  intention  of  the  law.  Thus  tha 
the  Prerogative  Cuurt,  the  Gireat  Court  of;  coroner  is  a  conservator  of  the  peace  :  hd 
Delcgatc3,  which  was  originally  instituted  is  required  to  enquire  of  all  felonies  ;  to 
to  p^-event  appeals  to  Roiiio,  vchieu  were '  enquire  ui  treasures  trouves  ;  to  enquire  of 
always  looked  upon  by  the  English  nation, 'all  royal  fishes  and  of  vrreoks  ;  to  pro- 
even  in  the  times  of  Popery,  with  announce  the  judgment  of  outlawry;  under 
evil  eye,  as  being  contrary  lo  tiie  liberty  of;  certain  circumstances  to  esecuto  process; 
the  subject,  the  honor  of  the  crown,  and  the  i  besides  holding  inquests  and  returning  in- 
independence  of  the  whole  realm  ;  and  last- jquisitions.  But  tho  case  is  materially  al- 
ly, the  Commission  of  Review,  which  is'tered  when  we  know  that  the  duty  of  th« 
Bometimes  granted  in  extraordinary  cases,  coroner,  in  the  present  day,  is  almost  aole- 
to  revise  the  sentence  of  the  Court  of  Del- jly  confined  to  enquire  when  any  person 
egates.  jeomes  to  a  violent  or  a   sadden  death,  or 

It  is  only,  however,  with  one  of  these  | dies  iu  prison,  by  what  manner  he  came  to 
courts  that  you  are  likely  to  be  concerned,  his  end ;  but  this  the  coroner  is  entitled  to 
namely,  the  Prerogative.  L'ut  for  the 'do  only  on  inspection  of  the  body, — in  the 
Bams  reason  that  I  have  deferred  entering  language  of  tiie  law,  g-aper  vismn  corporis. 
into  any  details  repecting  committees  of  i  It  is  unnecessary  for  our  purpose,  to  en- 
the  House  of  Commons,  I  will  postponethe  ter  into  the  details  of  the  manner  of  theap- 
accouut  of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  polntraent  of  coroners  ;  whether  they  bs- 
this  court  until  wo  arc  prepared  tu  take; come  so  by  virtue  of  some  vince,  (virinte 
into  consideration  those  medico-legal  ques-jc^uii),  as  in  the  case  of  the  lord  chief* 
tions  which  require  your  attendance  in  it.  ija.stice  of  England,  who  is  the  principal 
The  last  of  the  courts  which  i  have  tojcoroner  of  England,  and  the  puisne  judges 
notice,  although  it  is  one  of  more  limited  "of  the  King's  liench  Court,  who  are  sor- 
»uthority  than  any  that  I  have  brought [eign  coroners;  or  whether  iho^y  are  a.p- 
before  you,  yet  is  one  which  you  will  have 'pointed  by  charter  or  commisyion,  {cirtutf. 
more  to  do  with  than  any  other;  conse- } carto  oife  co7.'i/>;issio?u"»},  as  the  lord  mayor 
quently  I  shall  occupy  your  time,  and  I  am! of  London,  who  is  the  coroner  of  London  ; 
certain  not  unprofitably,  with  some  details  or  the  coroner  of  the  Admiraliry,  who  hold? 
respecting  its  proceedings, — I  refer  to  the  inquisitions  of  deaths  on  the  high  seas  ; 
Coroner''s  Court.  I  am  induced  to  adopt  or  that  of  the  verge,  who  is  always  lord-' 
this  resolu'.ion  with  respect  to  the  Coroner's  high-steward  of  the  king's  household  for 
Court,  not  only  to  direct  you  with  regard  the  time  being ;  Oi*,  finally,  whether  they 
to  the  part  you  are  likely,  as  witnesses,  to  are  elected  by  the  counties,  or  districts,  in 
take  in  the  proceedings  of  that  court,  but  which  they  act,  by  virtue  of  the  king's  writ 
also  because  an  opinion  prevails,  and  has  rZe  coronatore  eligenda-  By  a  statute  of 
led  to  much  discussion,  that  it  would  be 'the  3d  Edward  I.  it  was  enacted,  "  That 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  public  were; in  all  shires  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
the  office  of  coroner  filled  by  medical  men.  should  bo  chosen  to  act  as  coroners.''  No 
The  office  of  coroner  is  of  Ro  great  anti-  number  is  defined  by  the  statute ;  so  that 
quity,  that  the  time  whfn  it  w.ss  instituted  it  is  eompeUnt    for  tha  lord    oh«ac«iior  to 
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issue  a  writ  to  elect  one  or  more  additional 
coroners,  upon  a  petition  from  the  free- 
holders of  the  county. 

In  former  times  the  coroners  of  the  coun- 
tlCiS  were  militcs,  persons  of  Bomo.  rank,  or, 
as  they  were  termed,  knights,  who  had 
land-feo  in  the  county  sufficient  to  answer 
ftll  manner  of  people.  This  was  tlic  statute 
of  the  3d  Edward  I.,  but  although  it  has 
never  been  repealed,  yet  this  law  has  fallen 
into  disuse  5  "  and,''  as  Mr.  Jcrvis  has  re- 
marked, "  the  chief  intent  of  the  statute 
bsing  to  prevent  the  election  of  persons  of 
mean  ability,  that  intent  is  sufficiently 
answered  by  choosing  men  of  good  sub- 
stance and  credit."  According  to  Sir  Ed- 
ward Coke,  a  coroner  should  have  five 
qualities, — "He  should  be  (1 )  prohas  homo  ; 
{2)  leg  alls  homo  ;  (3)  of  sudicient  knowl- 
edge and  understanding  ;  (4)  of  good  nbility 
and  power  to  execute  his  duties  according 
to  his  knowledge  ;  and  (5)  of  diligence  and 
attendance  for  the  due  execution  of  his 
office." 

The  coroner  is  chosen  by  the  freeholders 
Of  the  county,  according  to  a  mode  of 
proceeding  sot  forth  in  a  statute  of  the  5Sth 
of  George  III.,  c.  95,  which  it  is  unneces- 
sary to  lay  before  you.  Its  sole  and  prin- 
cipal object  is  to  rogulatc  the  time  and 
mode  of  electing  coroner.s.  The  electors 
are  all  persons  who  have  a  freehold  interest, 
however  small,  within  the  county.  Wo- 
men, infants,  lunatics,  and  idiots,  cannot 
vote  at  the  election  for  corners. 

All  the  expenses  of  the  election  f;ill  upon 
the  candidates  ;  and,  when  the  election  is 
over,  and  after  the  .shoriil",  in  open  court, 
has  administered  to  the  elected  coroner  the 
oaths  of  allegiance,  Bupremacy,  and  abju- 
ration, and  also  the  cath  of  office,  the  coro- 
ner is  then  in  the  full  possession  of  his 
office.  Within  six  months  after  his  elec- 
tion, however,  he  must,  also,  at  the  quar- 
ter sessions  of  the  county,  or  in  the  Court 
of  Kings  Bench,  or  of  Chancery,  subscribe 
a  declaration  respecting  the  support  of  the 
established  Protestant  Church  in  England, 
according  to    a  statute  of  the  9th  -George 

4ih,  c.  n.  j 

Let  us  now  enquire  what  aro  the  duties, 
authority,  and  jurisdiction  of  Coroners  in 
inque.«t  of  deaths.     These  are  regulated  and  \ 
defined  by  the  statute  de  officio  co)-onatoiis,\ 
4t,h  Edward  I.,  which   enacts — "  That  thej 
coroner,  upon  information,  shall  go  to   the 
pla:ce  Avherc  any  person  shall  bo   slain,  or 
suddenly  dead  or  wounded,  and  shall  forth- 1 
with    command  four  of  the   next  towns,  or 
five,  or  six,  to'nppear  before  hii:i  in  such  a' 


place,  and  when  they  are  come  thither,  th-> 
coroner,  upon  the  oath  of  them,  shall  en- 
quire of  them  in  this  manner,  to  wit :  if  it 
concerns  a  man  slain,  whether  it  were  in 
any  house,  field,  bed,  tavern  or  company, 
and  if  any,  and  who  were  there." 

"Likewise  it  is  to  be  enquired  who  woro, 
and  in  what  manner,  culpable,  cither  of  the 
act,  or  of  the  force,  and  who  were  present, 
either  men  or  women,  and  of  what  age  so- 
ever they  be,  (if  they  can  speak,  or  have, 
any  discretion.) 

"And  how  many  soever  be  found  culpa- 
ble, b}''  inquisition,  in  any  the  manners 
aforesaid,  they  shall  be  taken  and  delivered 
to  the  sheriff',  and  shall  be  committed  to 
the  goal,  and  such  as  be  founden  and  bo 
not  culpable,  shall  be  attached  until  tho 
coming  of  the  justices,  and  their  names 
shall  be  written  in  the  coroner's  rolls. 

"If  it  fortune  that  any  man  be  slain  in  the 
fields,  or  in  the  woods,  and  be  there  found  ; 
first,  it  is  to  be  enquired  whether  ho  were 
slain  there  or  not .'  second,  if  he  were 
brought  and  laid  there,  they  shall  do  so 
much  as  they  can  to  follow  their  steps  that 
brought  the  body  thither,  or  of  the  horse 
which  brought  him,  or  cart,  if  perchanco 
he  was  brought  upon  a  horse  or  cart.  It 
shall  be  required  also  if  the  dead  person 
were  known,  or  else  a  stranger,  and  where 
he  lay  the  night  before  .-" 

After  stating  the  manner  in  which  tho 
coroner  shall  examine  into  the  means  of 
the  person  suspected  to  have  been  the  mur- 
derer, the  Act  proceeds  to  describe  the 
manner  in  which  he  shall  proceed  to  en- 
quire into  the  cause  of  death  in  other  cases 
in  which  bodies  have  been  found  dead. 

"In  like  manner  it  is  to  be  enquired  of 
them  that  be  drowned  or  suddenly  dead, 
and  after  it  is  to  be  seen  of  such  bodies, 
whether  they  be  so  drowned,  or  slain,  or- 
strangled,  by  the  sign  of  the  cord  tied 
straight  about  their  necks,  or  about  any  of 
their  members,  or  upon  any  other  hurt 
fotind  upon  their  bodies,  whereupon  they 
shall  proceed  in  the  form  above  said  ;  and 
if  they  were  not  slain,  then  ought  the  cor- 
oners to  attach  the  finders,  and  all  others 
in  company. 

"Also  all  wounds  ought  to  be  viewed, 
the  length,  breadth,  and  deepness,  and  with 
what  weapons,  and  in  what  part  of  tho  body 
tho  wound  or  hurt  is,  and  how  many  ba 
culpable,  and  how  many  wounds  there  be, 
and  who  gave  the  wounds,  all  which  thing.' 
must  be  enrolled  in  the  court  of  the  coro- 
ner." .  '.•••^»» 

The  dying  suddenly  is  not  to  be  under- 
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stood  from  a  fever,  apoplexy,  or  any  other 
visitation  of  God,  and  coroners  ought  not 
in  such  cases,  nor,  indeed,  in  any  case,  to 
obtrude  themselves  into  private  families 
for  the  purpose  of  instituting  enquiry,  but 
should  wait  until  they  are  sent  after  by  the 
peace  officers  of  the  place,  to  whom  it  is 
the  duty  of  those  in  whose  houses  violent  or 
unnatural  deaths  occur,  to  make  immediate 
communication,  whilst  the  body  is  fresh, 
and,  if  possible,  whilst  it  remains  in  the 
same  situation  as  when  the  person  died. — 
13nt,  under  whatever  circumstances,  this 
authority  must  be  exercised  within  the 
limits  of  a  sound  discretion,  and  unless 
there  be  a  reasonable  ground  of  suspicion 
that  the  party  came  to  his  death  by  violent 
and  imnatural  means,  tberc  is  no  occasion, 
except  in  the  case  of  a  person  dying  in 
goal,  for  the  interference  of  the  coroner. — 
Coroners  have,  on  several  occasions,  been 
censured  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench 
for  holding  repeated  and  unnecessary  in- 
quests, for  the  sake  of  enhancing  their  fees 
where  there  was  no  reasonable  probability 
that  tliG  deaths  occurred  frcm  violence  or 
unnatural  causes. 

The  enquiry  of  the  coroner  must  be  re- 
stricted to  the  cause  of  the  death  of  the 
person  upon  whom  the  inquest  is  taken,  and 
cannot  be  extended  to  accessories  after  the 
fact.  Ho  may,  however,  enquire  of  acces- 
sories before  the  fact,  for  such  are  instru- 
mental to  the  death  ;  but  the  statute  (3  H. 
7,  c.  1)  which  induces  maintainors,  abet- 
tors and  comforters,  does  not,  in  this  re- 
spect, extend  his  jurisdiction,  the  subject- 
matter  of  which  relates  to  the  cause  of  the 
death  only,  in  which  accessories  after  the 
fact  cannot  be  implicated. 

Having  received  notice,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  coroner  to  cause  the  jury  to  be  sum- 
moned, and  slatitn  cl  sine  mora  accedere  ad 
occisuSj  vulneratos,  sitbmersos^  vel  suhiio 
mortaos.  If,  having  been  sent  for,  he  be 
TCiniss  in  doing  his  duty,  and  do  not,  with- 
in a  convenient  time,  view  the  body  and  take 
the  inquisition,  he  may  be  amerced  by  vir- 
tue of  the  statute  de  officio  coronutoris ; 
and,  by  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  (3  H. 
7,  c.  1,)  he  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  one  hund- 
red shillings  for  every  default. 

The  jury  must  consist  of  the  number  of 
twelve,  at  least. 

The  coroner  must  proceed  with  the  jury 
to  view  the  body ;  it  is  not,  however,  ne- 
cessary that  the  inquest  should  be  taken  at 
fhe-  same  place  where  the  body  was  viewed  ; 
and  the  coroner  may  adjourn  the  jury  from 
tin)C  to  time,   and   frum    ou'^  place   to  an- 


other, provided  the  real  place  at  which  the 
inquest  is  held  be  stated  in  the  inquisition. 
An  inquisition  taken  at  D,  upon  the  view 
of  the  body  lying  dead  at  E,  may  be  good. 

An  inquest  of  death  can  be  taken  by  a 
coroner,  super  visu7n  corporis  only  ;  and  if 
there  be  no  view,  the  inquisition  is  void. 

Both  the  coroner  and  the  jury  must  view 
the  body  at  the  same  time,  for  the  inquisi- 
tion proceeds  upon  the  view  of  the  body 
lying  dead  ;  and  the  oath  ought  regularly 
to  be  administered  by  the  former  to  the 
latter,  super  visum  corporis;  and  this, 
moreover,  that  the  jury  may  have  the  ben- 
efit of  the  coroner's  remarks  upon  the  ap- 
pearances which  the  body  exhibits. 

It  would  seem  that  anciently  the  body 
was  lying  before  the  coroner  and  jury  du- 
ring the  whole  evidence.  In  truth,  the 
body  itself  is  part  of  the  evidence  beforo 
ihe  jury,  and,  therefore,  if  they  see  it  be- 
fore, and  not  after  they  are  sworn,  a  mate- 
rial part  of  the  evidence  is  given  when  the 
jury  are  not  upon  oath.  For  this  reason  a 
coroner  may  order  a  body  to  be  disinterred, 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  death  of 
the  person,  either  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
an  original  inquisition  where  none  has  been 
taken,  or  for  holding  a  further  inquisition 
where  the  first  was  insufficient.  So,  if  an 
inquisition  be  quashed,  the  body  may,  by 
order  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  upon 
motion,  be  disinterred  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  a  second  inquisition  ;  but  that  court 
will  exercise  a  discretion  in  making  or  re- 
fusing the  order,  according  to  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  and  the  length  of  time 
tho  body  has  been  buried.  So  essential  is 
the  view  to  the  validity  of  the  inquisition, 
that  if  the  body  be  not  found,  or  have  lain 
so  long  before  the  view,  that  no  information 
can  be  obtained  from  the  inspection  of  it, 
or  if  there  be  danger  of  infection  by  digging 
it  up,  the  inquest  ought  not  to  be  taken  by 
the  coroner,  unless  he  have  a  special  com- 
mission for  that  purpose  ;  but  as  the  pro- 
ceeding before  the  coroner  is  only  one  of 
several,  application  should  be  made  in  such 
cases  to  the  magistrates  or  justices,  author- 
ised to  enquire  of  felonies,  &c.,  who,  with- 
out viewing  the  body,  shall  take  the  inquest, 
by  the  testimony  of  witnesses.  Indeed,  it 
would  seem  that  coroners  may  be  amerced 
for  taking  up  a  body  that  has  been  buried' 
so  long  that,  frcm  its  state  of  decompose' 
tion,  no  information  can  result  from  the' 
view  ;  and  that,  in  f^uch  a  case,  the  court 
into  which  the  inquisition  is  returned  niay;, 
;  upon  affidavit  of  the  circumstances,  refuse 
to  receive  and  filv  it,      1  need  scarcely  saf 
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that  tilia  is  part  of  the  law  which  it  is  dit-  not  see  the  gun  fired  off;  heard  the  firing. 


of  the  death  niiiy  be  rcaaily  dcieniiined. — 
This  fact  was  iliustiiitou  ou  a  tiial  at  Bris- 
tol, to  whicii  i  fcuail  have  occasion  after- 
wards to  refer. 

If,  during  the  investigation,  or  before  it, 
the  coroner  be  intornied  that  any  persons 
can  give  erideuce  material  to  tiiy  enijuiry, 
he  ruay  issue  a  suniinons  requiting  hi?  at- 
tendance as  a  -witness  ;  and  if  I'lio  party  re- 
fuse to  attend,  the  coroner  may  commit 
him  for  coatenipt. 


[Reported  exprcsBlj  for  the  Nonneni  Lancet  and  Legal  Ga- 
zette.] 

Trial  of  Henry  Wordei?, 

TOR  ASSAULT  AND    EATXERY    WITH    I^"TE^'T 
TO    MURDER,  &C.,  GILBERT  ^YOKDEN. 

( Concluded.  ^ 

STATE  OF  NE^V  YOKK,  Clinton  County,  ss. 
George  We:3iJE>,  examined  for  the  de- 
fence, by  Mr.  McNeil.    I  am  son  of  Henry 
Worden.     Am  fourteen  years  old.     I  have  ! 

net  heard  the  trial ;  was  not  in  court.     I  i  q^,^^.  j^  ^^  ^0  minutes.     Mother  ran  in  the 
was   pre.sent  at   the  affray.     (Intimidation  j  ,j^,^^^      ^^^  ^^^^  ^^^.  ^^^j^^  ^^^  ,^^-,^^^  ^^ 

set  him   iato  the  wacron.     Father  did  not 


Cross-examined  by  L.  D.  Brock.  At 
the  time  the  fight  begun,  I  was  at  three 
rods  off.  Stood  stiil  at  the  time  ;  moved  a 
litile  Was  there  when  father  came  out 
with  the  gun  in  his  hand.  Thouo'ht  it  waa 
loaded.  Did  not  see  a  pistol  in  Lis  hand. 
Did  not  see  hirn  chase  Lorenzo  Worden, 
nor  Oliver.  Saw  Lorenzo  jump  ont  of  tha 
wagon,  pick  up  a  stone  a  ad  throw  it  at 
father,  who  was  at  the  time  behind  the  wag- 
on, trying  to  loosen  the  colt.  Father  did 
not  dvo  the  colt  to  Gilbert  last  surin/r. — 
Did  not  see  father  bring  up  the  gun  to  his 
shonlder  ;  was  looking  at  Gilbert,  who  was 
runuing  with  a  drawn  club  towards  him. — • 
Heard  the  gun  go  off.  Gilbert  fell  down. 
Don't  know  why  he  fell  down.  Father 
went  into  the  house.  He  did  not  come  out 
again.  Said  nothing  to  any  one.  Saw  no 
powder  horn  in  father's  hand.  Gilbert  wai 
on  the  ground,  can't   say  how  long  ;  not 


on  the  part  of  the  witness,  and  some  crv-ing. 
"Speak  out,  Bob,  no  body  will  hurt  you," 


help.     Drove  the  wagon  to  the  road. 


Saw 


said  the  prisoner.)  There  were  foiir  per-  Seymour  Monty  drive  the  horses  from  Ol- 
sons, Seymour  Monty,  Rensselaer  Oliver,  |i^.e.,.5g  fej^(,g_  j  ^^^^^  back  home  again.— 
Gilbert  and  Lorenzo  Worden.  They  went  |  Do^'t  ^^^^^  \\^^  ^^ade  Lorenzo  Worden 
for  th,-  cattle.  Monty  had  a  stone  and  j  and  R.  Oliver  go  away.  Did  not  see  them 
club  both,  when  he  drove  the  heifer.  They  \  ^-alk  or  run  out  of  the  field.  Father  stood 
had  sticks  and  stones  before  father  came  j  there  till  they  went  into  the  road.  Ho 
out  wirh  the  gun.  Father  met  them  at  the  ,  moved  towards  the  house.  Seymour  Mon- 
north  side  of  the  barn.  The  colt  was  at  ty  had  a  stone  in  his  hand,  didn't  know  how 
the  hind  cud  of  the  wagon.  They  were  j  large.  Know  not  how  many  times  I  saw 
driving  the  heifer.  Father  forbid  themjfalhcr  in  jail.  Said  something  to  Mr. 
driving  the  cattle  any  farther.  Gilbert ,  Conroe.  Never  spoke  to  mother  or  any 
taid  he  would.  Father  started  the  heifer  j  one  else  about  the  fight.  Am  certain  that 
back.  Oliver  struck  tv>'i(^o  with  a  club  (be-  j  Lorenzo  Worden  jumped  cut  of  the  wagon 
fore  firing.)  Father  dodged  the  blow.  S.  before  the  gun  was  shot.  Lorenzo  has  been 
Monty  laid  his  club  down  and  threw  a  at  the  house  often  since.  Did  not  see  him 
stone  at  him.  Lorenzo  jumped  out  of  the  speak  to  his  mother.  Don't  know  that 
wanton  and  threw  a  stone  at  father,  before  mother  had  offered  him  twentv  dollars  to 
ha  shot.  The  stone  struck  him  en  the !  leave  the  country.  Father  picked  up  tha 
Land  ;  it  was  up  to  save  his  head.  Coming  ;  stone  the  same  day  of  the  fight ;  I  did  not 
■with  a  drawn  club  to  two  rods,  Gilbert  told  |  pick  it  up.  Father  wont  iuto  the  housp. 
h\9  mother  to  fret  out  of  the  wav,  or  ho  ■  When  Conroe  came,  father  had  gone  out  lo 
woTild  knocV  S'*.r    dijna  brains    out.     Did  '  rick  v 'h"   s^onc-       I  wag  on  Ihe   fctep»  at 
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the  house,  fifteen  or  twenty  rods  from  where 
the  occurrence  took  place.  (Tho  witness 
now  went  down  stairs,  and  brought  into 
oourt  a  flat  pyramidial  stono  of  rather 
large  si.-e.)  Examined  by  G.  Bsckwith. 
The  land  is  stony.  I  saw  the  stone  thrown. 
Know  it  to  be  the  stone,  I  saw  father 
carry  the  table  and  broom  out. 

SiMEON  Doty,  esamined  by  D.  B.  Mc- 
Neil, riinow  both  parties  ;  partly  know 
Seymour  Monty,  by  eight,  (objected  to, 
and  not  fiustained.)  W&s  there  the  next 
day  after  the  affair.  Went  with  S.  Monty 
to  see  the  place,  and  examined  the  ground. 
The  distance  be'-ween  Gilbert  and  Mr. 
Worden  was  three  or  four  rods.  Then  I 
went  into  the  house.  Seymour  Monty 
came  in  with  me.  (The  witness  began  to 
relate  the  conversation  which  had  taken 
place  between  Mrs.  Worden  and  himself, 
which  was  objected  to  and  sustained.)  S. 
Monty  told  him  he  would  not  kill  the  old 
man  ;  but  would  have  bound  him. 

Cross-examined  by  L.  D.  Brock. — 
Heard  that  there  was  some  disturbance,  and 
went  down  to  see  the  wounded.  Saw  Gil- 
bert that  day  ;  saw  the  wounds.  Am  cer- 
tain that  S.  Monty  was  there  that  day. — ■ 
He  came  into  the  house  with  me  when  we 
returned  from  Gilbert's.  Saw  some  mem- 
bers of  the  family.  Certain  that  Gilbert 
?aid  he  would  have  bound  him.,  but  not 
killed  him.  I  did  not  ask  Seyn^our  to 
come  and  hare  some  conversation  with  lilrs. 
'Worden. 

Seymour  Monty  recalled  and  examined. 
I  did  not  tell  Conroe  that  I  had  struck  at 
Worden  with  my  club  and  did  not  hit  him. 
Did  not  say  that  damn  him,  I  threw  a 
Btone,but  missed  him.  Never  said  that  I 
threw  &  stone  or  struck  at  him,  to  Oliver 
Conroe,  or  any  one  else.  Heard  George 
Worden   testify.     Lorenzo  jumped  out  of 

the  wagon  after    tb^  old    man  l.ad  fired. 

Saw  R.  Oliver  pass  Henry  Worden.  Don't 
remember  where  George  Worden  was,  all 
through   the    business 


Rensselaer  Oliver,  recalled  and  exam* 
ined,  by  G.  Beckwith.  1  saw  Conroa  at 
our  house,  the  eve-ning  after  ;  did  not  hear 
Seymour  Monty  make  the  remark  alluded 
to, 

Cros--ezamined  by  L.  D.  Br.ocK.  I 
heard  George  Worden  say  that  I  had  struck 
ihrce  or  four  times  at  his  father,  and  that 
he  dodged.  I  passed  him  ;  he  snapped  tha 
pistol  and  missed  ;  ho  snapped  it  again  and 
ran  after  me.  I  did  not  throw  a  stono  du- 
ring that  day. 

Silas  Conroe,  esamiced  by  G.  Beck- 
with. Was  not  acquainted  with  Seymour 
r.Ionly.  Saw  him  that  night  at  Oliver's. — 
Saw  the  b:.y  and  Lorenzo  Dow  Worden 
setting  around  the  stove.  1  went  to  the 
second  table,  and  heard  Dow  say  "I  threw 
a  stone  at  the  damn  old  fellow's  head  ;" 
and  another  said,  "I  struck  at  him  twice, 
but  missed  him."  This  was  tho  same  eve- 
ning that  the  leg  was  set. 

Cross-examined,  by  L.  D.  Brock. — 
There  were  several  persons  there.  Mrs, 
Gilbert  Worden  was  there.  I  have  been  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Worden  on  the  ground  of 
getting  truth  to  light.  Have  never  asked 
any  thing  for  my  services.  Have  bought 
none  of  Worden'3  property.  Called  on 
him  several  times  fiince  he  has  been  in  jail. 
Went  to  Vermont  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Worden,  and  by  order  of  Mr.  G.  Beckwith, 
to  get  the  record  of  Gilbert  WordenV  im- 
prisonment in  the  State  Prison. 

Mrs.  Gilbert  Worden.  esamined  by  L. 
D.  Brock.  Mary  Jane  13  my  name.  I 
am  wife  of  Gilbert  Worden.  Henry  Wor- 
den had  given  the  colt  to  Gilbert  and  tha 
heifer  to  me.  Saw  Monty  and  Oliver. — 
Was  present  at  the  time  Conroe  came  in. 
They  were  in  another  room,  eating  supper. 
Cannot  say  what  they  said. 

Examined  by  D.  B.  McNeil.     The  day 

ho  was  shot,  I   was  in  Chazj.     Saw  Mrs. 

Baggs.     Did  vou  say  that  you  were  hurry- 

rougb   the    busmess.     Gilbert   hadn't   a  ing  home,  because  you  expected  your  hus- 

^  club  drawn,  nor  was  running  against  him,   band  would    not    be    alive,  knowing  there 

"when  Worden  shot ;  I  picked  up  a  stick  in  |  would  bo  a  fight  >  (question  objected  to,  the 

the  field  where  the  hoifor  w.is,  to  driv<?  her.  1  judge  remarking   that  it   rould  not  prov*" 

'  -I  had  no  stone  in  my  band.  '  th^  fac}  Aven  if  ^is^  bad  .aid  lo.)     G.  Beck- 
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WITH.     Did  your  your  husband  tell  you — 
(objected  to  and  sustained.) 

Seymour  Monty,  recalled  and  examin- 
ed by  L.  D.  Brock.  Hoard  wbat  Conroe 
paid  a  moment  ago.  Never  sa^d  that  1  had 
sent  a  stone  at  Worden.  Never  said  any- 
thing about  it  to  11.  Oliver.  Had  lived 
with  Gilbert  one  month,  and  lived  with  him 
some  two  months  since.  R.  Oliver,  L.  D. 
Wordcn,  Boucker,  and  others  were  there. 
Mrs.  G.  Worden  was  there.  The  subject 
was  not  talked  over  at  the  table. 

R.  Oliver,  recalled  and  examined  by  L. 
D.  Brock.  S.  Monty,  L.  D.  Worden, 
myself  and  some  others  were  there.  Did 
not  talk  of  any  thing  in  particular.  Heard 
not  a  word  of  the  talk  reported  by  Mr. 
Conroe,  and  don't  believe  it  was  said. — 
We  had  plenty  enough  to  eat.  I  know 
Lorenzo  Dow  Worden,  he  is  a  young  man 

grown. 

Harvey  Bkomley,  Sheriff  of  the  county, 
examined  by  G.  Beckwitii.  Saw  Henry 
Worden  the  same  day  of  the  occurrence. — 
His  fingers  were  done  up  in  rags.  There 
were  scratches  upon  his  face. 

The  examination  now  closed,  and  G. 
Beckwitii,  for  the  defence,  addressed  the 
jury.  He  began  by  making  some  remarks 
relative  to  the  duties  of  attornies  in  the  de- 
fence of  criminal  cases  ;  that  every  prison- 
er, whatever  might  be  his  offence,  however 
grave  and  unwarranted,  however  light  and 
paliating,  the  culprit,  as  also  his  attorney, 
anticipated  a  fair  chance  and  a  fair  trial ; 
that  in  a  court,  no  partiality  should  be 
shown  him,  whether  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
■ncs3,  and  much  less  on  the  part  of  the  jury; 
that  public  feeling  should  never  be  allow- 
ed to  weigh  the  scale  in  pending  legal  pro- 
ceedings.    Under    every    circumstance   it 


of  the  jury  and  that  of  the  public  against 
the  prisoner.  This  is  not  the  course  which 
should  bo  adopted.  The  facts  of  every 
case,  however  aggravated  they  might  be, 
should  be  plainly,  intelligibly,  and  unfigu- 
ratively  expressed.  He  has  portrayed  the 
prisoner's  character  as  that  of  one  of  the 
most  wicked  men  in  existence,  he  has  spo- 
ken of  his  anger,  venom  and  threats  against 
all  and  every  one  who  has  over  crossed  his 
path.  He  has  told  you  that  he  discharged 
his  daily  avocations  with  his  gun  ;  that  ho 
hoed  corn  with  his  gun  ;  that  he  pitched 
hay  with  his  gun,  and  that  he  fed  his  chil- 


dren with  his  gun  !  A  very  strange  and 
indeed  a  very  forcible  way  of  expressing 
very  simple  occurrences.  You  must  throw 
aside  all  prejudices  ;  you  must  be  guided 
by  the  evidence  you  have  heard,  and  by  the 
true  facts  in  the  case.  The  prisoner  had  a 
right  to  defend  his  property ;  and  if  to  at- 
tain that  purpose,  gentle  means  were  not 
suiScient,  he  was  justified  in  resorting 
to  force.  He  had  to  retreat  as  fixr  as  was 
practicable,  then  he  had  a  right  to  use  tho 
means  he  employed  to  save  his  person. — 
The  witnesses  are  all  interested  ;  they  were 
participants  in  the  transaction.  R.  Oliver 
is  brother-in-law  of  Gilbert  Worden  ;  Sey- 
mour Monty  a  friend  and  assistant  to  Gil- 
bert. They  all  went  on  Mr.  Worden's 
premises  with  the  full  conviction  that  they 
had  been  forbidden  to  drive  away  the  colt 
and  heifer.  These  were  the  father's  prop- 
erty ;  they  could  lay  no  shadow  of  claim  to 
them,  and  were  unlawfully  removing  them. 
They  were  warned  by  Mrs.  Henry  Worden, 
who  seeing  them  came  out,  expressly,  and 
told  them  not  to  touch  the  cattle  ;  that 
j\Ir.  Vrordcn  would  protect  his  property 
with  arms;    still    they    persisted.     They 


was  expected  that  an  intelligent  court  would  knew  they  had  no  right  to  come  there 


confine    those   gentlemen    acting  for    the 
prosecution,  and  tliose  laboring  for  the  de 


Are  you  to    rely    implicitly  on  the   evi- 
dence of  Oliver  and  of  Monty  .'     Must  you 


fence,  to   reasonable 


and  just 


limits.     He  ^'^^  'i^^r  ^o  i*  "^'^^^  t^<5  most  discriminating 


was  very  much  astonished  at  the  District  caution  .=  Their  feelings  were  excited; 
Attorney's  opening  address,  and  could  not, they  were  bent  upon  assisting  Gilbert 
but  object  to  it  in  very  many  respects.—  and  robbing  the  old  man;  they  were  act- 
He  could  not  fathom  his   intentions.     Honors  in   this  unfortunate   scene,    and    is  it 

■  ■    was  really  surprised,  and  cuuld  sec  no  oth-| probable  that  they  could  see  all  that  trans- 

y-(:cr  objoct  than  that  of  prejudicing  the  mind  pi; 


red,  and  hear  all  that  was 


-aid .-     No  ;  it 
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is  a  lujial  impossibility  ;  their  tliouglite 
waro  centered  upon'  tlieir  actions.  And 
would  you  not,  on  the  contrary,  credit  the 
testimony  of  a  person  who  was  an  obsorv 
ing  and  silent  spectator  of  this  transaction  1 
la  ha  not  likely  to  bo  more  cocrnizant  o' 
things  which  happened,  and  of  words  which 
W'le  -p)'-:on,  tha-i  the  two  }ouag  men  whi. 
were  actuited  with  rage  and  excitement: 
Th3y  say  thai  there  w.is  no  ill-feeling,  nc 
cxcitament,  on  their  p^tvt,  nor  on  that  o' 
Gilbert;  must  you  place  faith  in  such  dec- 
larations ?  What  says  George  Worden  : 
the  moment  his  father  came  out  of  tl  e 
liouso,  Giib^r'  and  his  fiends  attacked 
jjiin  with  cubs,  and  ston'is  were  thrown 
at  the  old  man  ;  he  was  wound.^d  in  the 
hand  which  he  had  raised  to  protect  his 
head.  Did  not  these  fur  persons  know 
that  the  n)oiuent  thoy  emered  upon  the 
preniis3s,  and  end.^avored  to  take  away  the 
cvttle,  tiiat  at  that  very  instant,  an  alterca- 
tion would  hi  prnvoko'l  ?  Did  tiiey  not 
anticipate  a  fight,  and  were  they  not  pre- 
pared to  begin  and  sustain  it  ? 

The  counsel  now  analj-sed  the  the  evi- 
dence of  Seymour  Monty,  and  of  R.  Oliver^ 
aa  1  broujiht  it  into  coninarison  with  that  of 
G.'orge  Worden.  Much  less  would  have 
baen  d^ne  hadliis  p-opoity  alone  been  con- 
cernad.  lie  would  not  now  liavn  occasion  to 
address  the  ja;y.  had  not  his  life  been  plac- 
ed in  th;  m  )st  iinp»ndin<r  dan.'er.  'Ihey 
were  opfnly  stealing  ;  hi?  wife  and  himsel; 
rem  nstrated  against  tit-ir  proc:^edin?fS. — 
Hi  went  to  loosen  the  colt  which  ladfalh-n 
down,  and  whil^  stooping  to  remove  the  hal- 
ter, th-^y  attacked  him  from  all  ►iid  s.  Hi> 
person  was  in  danger  ;  it  was  t  xposedto  the 
murderous  blows  of  clubs  and  stones.  Th( 
only  cous'i  left  was  to  sliootdown  the  insti- 
gator, Gilbert,  to  sav)  liini.relf,  in  the  fi  it 
ins'anco,  and  to  forcibly  prot-ct  his  pron- 
erty,  in  the  second  Did  tli(^y  all  four  re- 
quire ston  s  and  clubs  to  diive  a  colt  and 
hiifer?  No;  Th'-y  were  p.-eparini  to  ru- 
Cou  iter  something  of  more  importancn. — 
Ought  you  not  to  rely  fully  and  iir.plioitlv, 
upon  the  young  bo;y"s  testimony,  rather  than 
on  that  of  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  ? 
This  boy,  unpractioed   aad  innocent,  will 


speak  hut  the  truth  ;  the  others,  on  tho 
contrary,  being  more  experienced,  their 
veracity  from  certain  causes  or  inf-'reticcs, 
may  be  impeached  or  controverted.  By 
Adallne  Oliver's  evidence,  is  it  not  clearly, 
mosi  incontestibly  proved,  thai  it  was  all  a 
concerted  plan  :  that  she  knew  there  was 
to  be  a  fight,  and  tliat  hearing  VVordon  say 
something,  she  liastily  ran  up  stairs,  and 
looked  out  of  the  window  to  see  all  that 
was  going  ot),  and  to  testify  it  in  this  court  ? 
Was  there  no'  preniedi  ation  in  this  r  She, 
the  sister  of  Gilbeit's  wife,  was  she  ignorant 
of  his  intentions  ?  Ko.  her  evidence  sup- 
ports me  in  saying,  that  she  knrw  from  the 
dispjsition  of  the  persons  enga<:ed,  that 
there  would  he  a  powerful  opposition,  and 
a  severe  struggle  before  the  piopcrty  would 
be  given  up.  Moreover,  the  boy  has  tad 
no  opportunity  ofbt-ing  alone  in  his  father's 
company,  therefore  he  could  not  bo  tutor^ 
ed  by  him.  Ke  has  spoken  to  no  one  rela- 
tive to  the  occurrence  ;  he  was  not  in  court 
when  the  other  witnesses  gave  iheir  testi- 
mony. He  came  before  us  unprejudiced 
and  unbiass'^d  :  and  wishing  strontrlv  to  im- 
press  upon  your  mind,  the  truth  and  fidel- 
ity of  his  evidenc,  1  leave  the  case  to  your 
decibioti. 

S  B  M.  DECKWiTii,  addressed  the  jury 
;is  f  Hows  :  The  prisoner  now  before  you 
.■stands  indicted  for  committing  assault  and 
battery,  wi:h  intent  to  ki"l,  and  gravely 
maiming.  '1  he  case  you  all  know,  the  cvi- 
il.'nce  you  have  all  heard.  Did  the  remov- 
•il  of  that  property  lead  to  a  necessary 
j.!opardizuiient  of  life-  Must  a  father 
become  the  murderer  of  his  son,  because 
Miis  hiot  is  taking  away  his  own.'  What 
p:ovocati()n  was  Gilbeit  guiliv  of,  to  justi- 
fy  the  pii.-oner  in  shocting  down  a  person, 
,ind  doing  so  frith  detern.ination,  and  that 
person  a  son  ?  And  moreover  wa.s  it  re- 
paired, was  he  justified  in  resorting  to  .euch 
vioieiit,  such  I  arbarous  means  to  protect 
his  property,  suppo.'-ing  for  a  moment  that 
ihat  th  'y  were  robbing  him  of  it .'  No,  ha 
could  n^t.  There  is  no  p  ecedent  in  law, 
there  never  can  be  one,  that  can  palliate 
his  cause.  There  was  no  danger  to  life  ; 
he  was  not  interfered    with  ;  he  was  in  no 
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manner  molested.  But  he  saw  the  oppor- 
tunity of  gratifying  passion  ;  he  would  do 
it,  and  endeavor  to  shield  himself  under 
the  cloak  nf  provocation.  He  ha.s  done  it, 
and  we  have  rent  that  garment  and  scatter- 
ed its  fi  agments  to  the  winds  ;  and  now  he 
Btixnds,  miserable,  guilty,  and  self-convict- 
ed. The  blood  of  that  life  maimed  son 
will  bo  avenged  !  But  can  health  be  re- 
stored him  ?  Can  he,  as  of  yore,  active 
and  powerful,  pursue  his  daily  avocations, 
without  every  step  painfully  calling  to  his 
sickened  miad  the  murderous  curse  of  a 
maddened   father. 

What  should  the  prisoner  have  done,  un- 
der the  supposed  circumstances  that  he  was 
being  robbt^d  ?  Should  he  not  have  em- 
ployed persuasive  words  ?  ehouM  he  not 
have  kindly  remonstrated  with  his  two 
sons  and  their  two  friends,  rather  than  to 
allow  passion  to  overthrow  reason,  and 
crush  the  feelings  of  nature,  let  alone  those 
of  parental  love,  of  which  he  has  proved 
himself  so  entirely  devoid  of.  The  counsel 
made  a  simile  of  a  man  entering  his  dwell- 
ing, with  the  intention  of  robbing,  and 
what  means  he  should  be  justified  in  adopt- 
ing to  prevent  the  occurrence — and  proved 
his  assertion  by  referring  to  proper  author- 
ities—and tliat  he  could  not  be  justified 
in  the  course  he  had  taken  ;  that  there  was 
a  difference  of  action  in  committing  felony, 
and  in  not  so  doing.  Would  Gilbert  Wor- 
den  and  his  friends  dar  )d  venture  with  the 
intention  of  stealing  ?  would  they  not  stand 
immediately  indicted  by  a  grand  jury  ?  It 
never  for  a  moment  entered  their  mind, 
that  they  were  committing  an  unlawful  act. 
It  bad  been  questioned  who  the  owner  of 
the  property  was.  Mrs.  Gilbert  Worden 
proved  the  colt  to  be  her  husband's  and  the 
heifer  her  own,  though  the  prisoner's  young 
BOti,  Giorge,  swears  to  the  contrary. — 
Supposing  the  property  was  VVorden's,  was 
not  Gilbert's  act  one  of  trespass,  and  had 
the  prisoner  the  right  of  shooting  him 
down  .'  No,  he  was  not  even  justified  in 
committing  a  simple  assault.  Other  means 
were  at  his  command,  and  the  law,  which 
this  day  protects  Gilbert  Worden,  would 
then   Lavo    protected   the    prisoner.     The 


father  and  son  were  living  on  friendly 
terms,  they  tilled  the  same  farm  and  tenant- 
ed the  same  house.  The  agricultural  sea- 
son had  passed,  and  he  w.is  removing  his 
property  to  another  place  ;  he  was  qui- tly 
leaving  the  paternal  roof.  Did  their  ac- 
tions prove  that  tliey  were  preparing  and 
were  prepared  for  a  fight .'  Two  went  for 
the  sheep,  one  for  the  halter  and  colt,  and 
Gilbert  goes  for  the  cow.  Why  should 
they  not  boldly  have  gone  and  attacked  the 
old  man,  rather  than  to  disperse  in  difF^rect 
parts  of  the  fi^ild  .'  Gilbert  was  not  with  the 
colt,  the  cause  of  contention  ;  he  was  going 
over  to  the  barn  for  the  cow,  and  on  return- 
ing, harken — what  does  that  inhuman  fath- 
er say  }  "I  have  a  good  mind  to  shoot  you 
from  here."  He  waits  that  the  victim  ap- 
proaches a  few  steps,  and  with  a  deliberate 
aim  and  a  determined  eye,  he  discharges  the 
gun,  and  his  son  is  brought  to  the  ground. 
The  thirst  for  murder  is  not  quenched  ; 
he  attempts  the  lives  of  Monty  aud  of  Oli- 
ver. Was  the  prisoner  acting  on  the  im- 
pulse of  the  moment?  or  was  it  not  das- 
tard and  damnable  determination  to  mur- 
der .•' 

The  speaker  m.ade  some  comments  upon 
Miss  AHaline  Oliver's  evidence  ;  that  her 
reasons  for  going  up  stairs  were  instinctive 
and  purely  natural ;  she  would  be  out  of 
harm's  way,  and  from  that  distance  could 
see  what  was  going  on.  which  she  could  not 
have  done  had  she  remained  in  the  road. — 
The  counsel  for  the  defence  has  endeavor- 
ed to  impeach  the  young  woman's  testimo- 
ny, but  had  most  signally  failed.  He  had 
now  come  t^  the  most  painful  part  of  his 
address.  They  had  seen  that  boy,  the 
prisoner's  young  son  at  the  stand  swear  in 
contradiction  to  the  evidence  of  all  the  wit- 
nesses for  the  prosecution.  They  had  ob- 
served his  hesitation  and  his  tears  ;  the 
prisoner  never  for  a  moment  removed  his 
piercing,  angry,  and  revengeful  eye  from 
the  boy.  And  did  not  his  manner,  his  an- 
swers, plainly  demonstrate  that  he  had 
been  schooled  to  play  his  part  properly  ? 
Would  any  of  the  jury  for  a  moment  be- 
lieve that  he  had  never  conversed  with  and 
one    relative  to   this    murderous    affair  ? — 
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Would  they  balieve,  that  living  in  the  same 
hcu33  with  his  mother,  Lis  father  in  juil, 
and  his  brother  oa  a  sick  bed,  the  whole 
country  in  excitement  and  horror,  that  he 
was  silent  amid  these  family  contenUons 
and  public  exasperations  ?  No,  it  was  im 
possible.  And  the  whole  evidence  of  this 
child  is  no  more  to  be  credited  than  what 
he  had  jast  mentioned.  He  felt  pained  to 
see  this  young  boy  sacrificed — yes,  most 
cruelly  saciificed.     Remember  his  evidence 


the  prisoner  was  guilty  of  an  excess  of  vio- 
lence ;  that  even  where  there  is  a  first  as- 
sault, the  retalition  must  not  be  excessive, 
and  the  assault  upon  him  must  be  in  somo 
degree  proportionate  to  the  mayhem. 

That  if  they  believed  there  was  no  assault 
upon  the  prisoner,  then  his  justification, 
it  was  contended,  rested  upon  the  defer  © 
of  his  property.  But  upon  this  point  tho 
general  rule  is,  that  a  mere  trespass  against 
the   property,  without  a  felonious  intent, 


relative  to  the   stone   which  was  thrown  ati^o^^^  °ot  justify  the  use  of  deadly  weap 


his  f:;ther.  He  never  knew  that  it  was  tlie 
idea  ical  stone  which  had  struck  the  pris- 
oner ;  ho  (the  prisoner)  had  told  him  it 
was,  and  on  this  ground,  only,  does  he  af- 
firm it.  He  made  some  remarks  upon  Do 
ty's  evidence,  comparing  it  with  that  of 
Monty.  It  could  in  no  way  be  relied  upon; 
this  last  witness  had  rebu'ted  it,  and  he 
should  conclude,  with  all  propriety,  that 
Doty  must  have  misunderstood  the  conver- 
sation Which  had  taken  place  between  Mon- 
ty and  Oliver  at  the  supper  table.  Conroe 
had  been  brought  up  to  impeach  the  testi- 
mony of  these  young  men,  and  how  had  he 
succeeded  ? 

They  had  represented  Gilbert  as  running 
towards  the  prisoner  with  a  club,  intending 
to  strike  hiiu.  Docs  not  the  direction  of 
the  wounds  inflicted  on  the  inside  of  the 
thigh,  prove  most  incontes'.ibly,  that  at  the 
moment  of  receiving  the  shot,  instead  of 
advancing  towards  the  prisoner,  he  was 
walking  in  a  different  direction  and  away 
from  him  ?  Let  the  jury  look  at  the  pris- 
oner ;  his  character  is  depicted  on  his 
countenance.  Let  them  reflect  upon  the 
evidence  they  have  heard — all  proves  the 
prisoner  to  possess  to  an  extraordinary  de- 
gree, that  wantonness  of  disposition,  which 
has  under  every  circumstance  rendered  him 
the  terror  of  his  family  and  the  danger  to 
his  neighbors. 


ons  ;  the  provocation  not  being  considered 
suflicient  ;  that  a  mere  civil  trespass  will 
not  excuse  the  firing  of  a  gun  at  the  tres- 
passor. 

The  judge  further  charged  the  jury,  that 
to  convict  under  the  count  for  shooting 
with  intent  to  maim,  they  must  find  that 
the  prisoner  designed  to  destroy  or  disable 
the  limb  ;  that  if  they  found  he  designed 
to  and  did  aim  at  that,  and  it  had  become 
permanently  disabled  by  tho  wounding, 
they  might  find  that  the  prisoner  intended  to 
do  what  was  the  natural  and  iinmediato 
consequence  of  his  act.  Indeed,  that 
would  sustain  a  charge  of  mayhem.  But 
if  the  act  did  not  result  in  a  mayhem,  but 
was  calculated  to  produce  that  result,  thej 
might  find  such  was  the  intention  of  the 
prisoner. 

The  jury  retired  to  their  room,  and  t"  s 
court  adjourned  at  7  P.  M.  On  the  open- 
ing of  the  Court,  and  the  jury  taking  their 
seats,  the  fori^man  announced  to  the  court 
that  they  had  found  the  prisoner  guilty  of 
the  second  and  third  counts  of  the  indict- 
ment, and  not  guilty  of  the  first  and  fourth 
counts.  The  prisoner  was  remanded  to 
jail. 

On  Saturday,  the  19tu  Feb.,  Henry 
VVorden  was  brought  up  for  sentence,  and 
after  being  sworn  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 


taining whether  he  had  learned  or  practiced 
Hi3  Honor,  Judge  A.  C.  Hand,  now! any  mechanical  trade,  stated  i  at  he  was 
charged  the  jury,  iutcralia,  that  if  they  be-  '  52  years  of  age,  wa?  born  in  Nine  Partners, 
lieved  the  testimony  of  the  witn\ss  on  the  in  the  county  of  Dutchess,  and  state  of  New 
part  of  the  defence,  George  Worden,  that' York,  and  had  no  trade,  but  was  a  farmer, 
that  the  prisoner  was  assaulted  with  clubs}  He  was  then  asked  by  the  court  whether 
and  stones  by  Gilbert  Worden  and  his  as-jhc  had  anything  to  say  why  sentence  should 
sociatea,  then  they   must  consider  whether!  not  be  passed  upon  him,  for  tho  crime  of 
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whicli  ho  bad  baen  convicted.  He  answered  past,  and  consider  whether  you  are  justified 
that  he  did  not  know  as  anjlling  he  could!  in  the  presence  of  Him  who  knowetb  the 
say  Would  avail  iiim.  That  lie  was  set  up-  '  hearts  of  all  men."  At  Hjs  bar,  jastifica- 
on  with  clubs  and  stones  by  the  very  per-  '  tion  or  mercy  will  be  all  important  lo  you. 
sons  who    had    sworn    against   him,anditj      'Ihe  sen'ence  of  ihe  court  is  that  you  ba 


■would  have   appeared,  who   were   to  blame 
if  all  the  truth  had  been  told. 

Judge   H.\ND  then  proceeded  to  declare 


confined  in    the  Clinton   State    Piison,  fur 
the  term  of  five  veavs  and  three  months. 


the  sentence  of  the   eouit.     Your  coun.sel  i  JiXj  »  iritj  Oi 

,.         .,.  ,      ,,  ,  ,,     ,,    \l.— A  LKCTURE  INTRODUCTORY  TO  A 

(he   satd)     most    ably     and    energetically  j     COURSE  ON  OBSTETRICS..  AND  THE 

pressed  the  consideration  of  every  point,  in  I      DISEASES    OF   WOMEN  AND  CIUL,- 

defence  or  mitiT:atiou,  but  without  success,  j      DREN. 

■.,,=,'  .  ,        BY  GUNNINGS.  BEDFORD.  M.D. 

And  when  the  nature   of  jour  c:iuic,  and  ,  p,^.^_^^^.^.„^  ^_^  (^^^.^^^,^.^^,  ^^^.^  ^,^^ 

all  the  circumstances  attending  it,  are  con- .  New  York.     I'ubii.shed  bij  ihe  C/gw. 

sidered,    that  such    should   have    been  the  i      It  is  with    un.^eignod   pleasure,    that    wa 

result,  is    not   surprising.      Your  off mce  is  have  road  the  above  able,  eloquent  and  tru- 

one  seldom  found  in  the  annals  of  Clime. —   ly  practioal  lecture.     The   relations    which 

it  is  as  novel  us  it  is  horrible.     Your  couu-    fur  two  years  ex'sted  between  Dr.  Bedford 

gel    stated    that    this  transaction  produced   and  ourselves — those  of  Profissor  and  pnpij 

great    excitement    in    'hi  community,   in: — were  brought  to  our  mind    with  p'casing 

which  you  lived.      It  would  have  been  very   and  lively  reiiiinisoonces.      We  are  justly 

strange,  and  almost  discreditable  to  human    proud  of  our  Ahna  Mater,  apd  of   the  dis- 

aature,  had   it  beep  otherwise.     The  lesti  I  tinguished  gentlemen,  whose  instructions  it 

mony  was,  that    on  a  petty  squabble  about'  was  our  good  fortune  to  attend.      Professor 

a  little    amount  of    personal  property,  re- 1  Bi'dford  in  the  meridian  of  life,  has  earned 

gardless  of  the  tijs  of  nature   and    o(  the   tho  envied  reputa'ion  of   first  obstretrician 

laws  of  God  and  of  man,  you   deliheratt-jy  in  America — a   disciple    of  those   ma.^^ters, 

shot     down  your    own  son.   in    the    pre- 1  Desormeaux    Dubois  and  Capuroc — for  two 

sence    of    his  mother    and   his    brothers,   ycar.s  a  coicstant  and  faithful    attendant  of 

and  then  by  attenip's  to  take  the  lives   of  that  most  extensive  chasity,  the    Materr.ity 

others,  whom  vou  also  tried  to  shoot  in  your ;  of  Paris — he  has  djvoted  bis  talents  and  en- 

Ciurderous   phrensy,   you    drove    away  all   ergies  to  that  all  important,  responsible  and 

essistance    from  your    bleeding  victim. — '  delicate  department   of  the  p-.ofession;  en- 

From  the  nature  of  the  wound,  as  described  joying  a  must  estrnded  practice  in  the  city 

by  professional  gen'.lemen,  it  seems  provi- .  of  New  York  and  vicinity — .he   friend  and 

dential  tliat  life  was  spared.     A'jd  we  fear,  i  adviser  in  earj  difficult    case— the    Doc:or 

that    bad  your  murderous   intentions  sue- i  brings  to  the  discharge  of  his  du.ies,   vast 

oeeded,  we  should  now  be  passing  the  sol-!  experience,  masterly  dexterity  and   precia- 

cmn  Eentenco  of  death  upon  you.     As  it  is,  io»,  <l^ep  research,  unremitted  alteation  aud 

your  8CD  is  a  cripple  for    life,  your    family  '  untiring  energy. 

ruined,  and  you  a   felon,  by  this   graiiSca-;      The  lecture  before  us  describes  in  Sowing 

lion  of  your  revengful  passions.  i  and  graceful  s'yle,  the    difficulties,  cmbar- 

^    it  appears   that  you  stiil  flatter  yonrsdf  rassments,    and     cru~.bing    responsibilities 

that  this  ace  was  justifiable,     'ihat  plea  is ^  which  attend  the    accoucher's  career— tho 

now  too  late.      A   jury  of  your  fellow  citi-   vast  impoitancc  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of 

a:n3  have  found   against  it,  and   here  that  midwifery    iu     its     u;ii;utcst     djtai.s — tho 

is  conclusive.     So  long  as  you  cling  to  that '.  promptness  to  meet  portending  danger — tho 

delusion,  nothin<^  that  the  Cdurt  can  say  to   science,  skill,  and  cfiicieut  action,   to    closo 

yuu,  will  induce   you  to  see  your  case  as  iithcjlool  gaics  of  life,  are  all  britfly  glanced 

is.     Eutyou  wQuiJ  do  well,  in  thesolitu-le.at    in    the    Professor's   actustomcd   happy 

of  your  imp.isocatut,  to  rcfisct  upoa  the  |  mauaer.     He  relates  a  moit  interestias  ca^^ 
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— one  whose  in  oral  will  never  be  forgotten, 
and  "heedless  ns  it  were  of  the  distressing 
oonsequences  which  must  inevitably  result 
from  an  erroneous  judgment  of  a  case,  m 
which  character  was  so  docply  involved,  the 
modical  gentlemen,  unjust  to  themselves 
and  to  the  profession  of  which  they  should 
have  been  in  part  ihe  conservatois,  rashly 
pronounced  an  opinion,  which  cousigned  to 
an  early  grave  a  pure  and  lovely  being,  and 
crushed  the  heart  of  a  devoted  and  confidiuii 
parent.-' 

Th;} -case,  we  are  reluctantly  compelled 
to  postpone  to  our  next  number.  Tiie  deep 
mental  suff 'ring  ;  the  kindling  in  that  youth- 
fi'l  breast,  of  that  dire  disease  consumption; 
the  witheiing  of  that  flower,  bathed  with 
the  tears,  and  nu  tured  with  the  hand  of  a 
wjdowed  father,  and  just  expanding  in  in. 
nocence,  joy  and  purity  ;  spotless  as  the 
enow'-flake,  yet  sensitive  as  the  Mimosa. — 
One  unguarded  \ViOrd  of  her  physician,  an 
error  of  his  judgment,  at. d  she  has  pa.«!sed 
away,  a  martyr  to  profvrssional  ignoiance  ;  an 
exile  from  the  home  of  lier  heart,  slie  now 
reposes  pale,  sill  and  passioijletS  in  a  New 
Jerspy  grave  ! 

Proe.ssor  Bedford  will  please  accept  ou 
thanks  for  the  report  of'iiose  ''cas^s,"  the\ 
were  not  new  to  us;  haviucr  read  thenj  at 
the  time  of  thfir  publication,  and  he  wili 
perceive  that  we  have  made  use  of  them  iu 
another  departuicut  of  thisnumbor. 

t 


in  the  moral  scale,  and  minister  to  his   suf- 
ferings in  disease. 

The  Lecture  takes  a  short,  rapid  and 
"good"  glance  at  Theology,  I^awand  Med- 
icine, as  those  professions  which  are  follow- 
ed as  means  of  suppoi  t,  and  for  the  accu- 
mulation of  weal  h,  fame,  honor  and  distinc- 
tion      And  first  of   the  clergy 


man 


n.— AN  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  TC 
THE  STULENTS  IN  TIIE  INDUN^l 
MEDICAL  COLLEGE, 

BY  A  B.  SHIP  MAN,  M.  D. 

Prof,  cf  Sar-rery.  PuhtMaU-ij  Class,  pu-  13 
Dr.  Shipman,  a  wcst:!r!i  surgeon  of  emi- 
nence has  politely  forwarded  us  a  copy  o.^ 
his  introdujtory  bic'ure;  though  short  it  is 
*'yery  sweet,"  tiutliful  in  its  dv^iail.s,  grace- 
ful in  Its  coinpoivition,  and  correct  in  its  in 
ferenoea.  We  will  say  with  oar  talented 
brother,  of  the  Boston  Meoic".\l  anh  Svv.- 
GKAL  JcuuNAL,  thj3.t  it  ui'.y  bo  charactcr- 
Ltod  as  a  sensible  dissert9.tiou  on  the  love  of 
Bci-rinGO,  and  the  advantages  accruing  from 
a  determined  pjrsevcranoe  in  stu  lying  those 
i>raocliUa  of  kaowied_2o  which  ekvate   man 


'His 

mission  is  that  of  all  others,  best  calculated 
to  give  peace  and  quiet  to  the  troubled  soul 
in  times  of  calamity  and  alSiction,  to  pour 
into  the  wounded  breast  the  balm  of  com- 
fort  and  consolation,  to  still  the  fears  of  the 
trembling  soul  ou  the  verge  of  eternity,  and 
point  with  the  finger  of  faith,  the  way  to  the 
inansions  of  endless  day.  The  clergyman 
who  fearlessly  and  conscientiously  pursues 
the  line  of  his  duty,  has  no  oasy  pastime,  no 
flowery  pathway,  no  thornless  pillow  for  his 
weary  head.  The  sneers  of  a  wicked  world; 
the  cold  neglect  of  society,  who  fail  to  ap. 
preciate  his  worth  and  his  t;ilents  ;  the  sor- 
did pittance  oftsn  doled  out  from  the  hand 
of  griping  avarice,  while  the  cares  and  sup- 
poi t  of  a  growing  family  dependent  on  him 
alone  for  support  ;  the  uncharitable  con- 
.structiou  of  his  words  ;  the  bitter  fanaticism 
or  the  Cold  sneer  of  infilelity,  too  often 
ivuund  his  sensitive  feelins-s.  'I'hese  are  a 
few  of  the  trials  whicii  the  good  clergyman 
has  to  endure  ;  and  was  this  earth  alone, 
tnd  the  rewards  he  receives  here,  all  the 
recompense  he  obtai  IS,  poor  indeed  would 
be  his  co.upensatlou." 

Dr.  ^liipman  with  a  faithful  pencil  por- 
trays the  life  of  a  Lawyer,  thus:  ""'He  is 
obliged  to  >«peiid  years  of  bard  and  expen- 
sive study  before  he  can  fit  and  prepara 
himsidf  to  become  useful  to  himself  and  jam- 
dy.  Oftentimes  after  Snishing  his  education, 
i\-e  he  is  prepared  to  enter  on  the  business 
of  lifj,  some  Colossus  in  the  profession  ver- 
shadows  him  wi  h  a  hopj!  ss  cou.petiiion, 
or  some  imoudent  pettifoeorer  disiru^t3  Lim 
with  his  shameless  knavery,  uutii  ha  is  al- 
most persuaded  to  throw  up  his  profession 
in  disgust.  lie  sees  imposture  and  knavery 
thrive  and  grow  fat  aiound  him,  while  moral 
worth  and  principle  starvea.  They  coultl 
no',  if  they  would,  always  choose  the  right. 
aide  of  a  cauije.     Duty,  iiiterca^J  and   the 
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demands  of  inflexible  justice,  often  comptl 
them  to  shield  and  defend  with  their  learn- 
ing and  eloquence,  a  cause  of  questionabl- 
rii^ht."  The  legal  gentlemen  will  no  doubt 
be  thankful  for  the  Doctor's  good  opinion. 
*'I  am  disposed  to  believe  they  earn  theii 
mou»y,  ai  a  general  thing,  with  as  much 
fatigus  and  trouble  as  most  others,  and  in 
moral  honesty,  will  compare  favorably  with 
their  brethren  of  the  other  professions.''' — 
"Now  compare  the  moral  bravery  of  th;' 
physician,  it  is  a  time  of  fearful  pestilence. 
Over  the  city  the  angel  of  death  is  hovering. 
The  avenger  is  throwing  his  unseen  but  fa- 
tal darts,  here,  there,  and  every  where.  On 
the  door  of  almost  every  mansion  the  sable 

token  of  death  is  hung.  The  rumble  of  .^^  ^^^,^^^^  ^..^j^  unparalleled  success  "an 
the  midnight  hearse  breaks  solemnly  on  the  .^^^  ^^^^.^^  ^^^  unremitting  will,  the  f  acul- 
ear  of  the  lone  watcher  by  the  couch  of  the  |  ^.^^  of  a  long  and  vigorous 'life,"  resigned 
dying.     Tho  hasty  rattle  of  the  physician's  |  ^^^  professorship  in  1849.     It  became  nec- 


III.— yl  LECTURE  INTRODUCTORY  TO 
THE  COURSE  ON  SURGERY  DELIV- 
ERED AT  THE  MASSACHUSETTS 
MEDICAL   COLLEGE.    IN    BOSTON. 

BY  HENRY  J.  BIG E LOW,  M.  D. 

Professor  of  Surgeri/.  in  the  Meitical   School 

of   Harvard   University,  Nov.  6,  1849.  pp.  24. 

This  vpry  able  lecture,  publi.^hed  at  the 
request  of  the  studrnts,  is  peculiarly  inter- 
esting under  the  circums'ances  in  which  it 
was  delivered.  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  the 
illustrious  i\ew  England  surgeon,  and  sec- 
ond to  no  man  on  the  .-^metican  Continent, 
for  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge,  had 
for  many  years  filled  the  chair  of  >urger7 
in  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College,  a 
department  of  "old  Harvaid;"  when  full 
of  professional  honors  and  fiuits,  and   hav- 


cariia<^3  is  constantly  heard  as  he  hurries 
from  one  house  of  sorrow  to  another.  Anx- 
ious faces  are  hurrying  out  of  town  to  escape 
the  unseen  f  >e.  Places  of  bu.'siness  and 
pleasure  are  deserted  ;  wives  are  eutrea.ing 
their  hu.sLands  to  fly  with  them  to  the 
woods,  the  fields  and  the  country,  anywhere 
but  in  the  reeking  city.  But  who  are  those 
■who  walk  about  calm  and  collected,  firm 
yet  fearless,  while  all  around  are  anxious 
and  lerrifiid.'  They  are  the  good  physi- 
cians who  remain  as  ministering  spirits,  un- 
harmed as  though  they  bore'charmed  lives.' 


protessorsnip 
essary  to  appoint  another  person,  and  none 
was  thought  more  worthy  to  bear  the  man- 
tle of  Warren,  than  Henky  J.  Bigelow,  M. 
D.,  the  present  professor. 

Dr.  Bigelow  felt  the  responsibility  of  the 
situation  lie  had  accepted,  and  knew  the 
expectations  the  medical  world,  the  public, 
and  his  friends  I'ad  confided  in  him  ;  and  aa 
far  as  we  are  enabled  to  judge,  there  can  be 
no  fear  of  disappointment.  In  the  lecture 
before  us,  characterized  more  by  depth  of 
erudition,  than  by  study  of  composition, 
the  learned  Dr.  takes  a  review  of  the    insti- 


But  the  secret  of  their  exemption  is  in  un-  |  j^j.^^  of  surgery  and  of  its  principles  ;  from 
derstanding  the  laws  of  life  and  death.  They 
know  that/eflr  invites  the  fa  al  shafts  ;  and 
that  a  cahn  and  collected  mind  renders  the 
body  invulnerable  to  the  attacks  of  epidem- 
ical disease.  They  call  to  their  aid  the 
lio-ht  of  science,  and  it  proves  adequate  to 
protect  ;  th'^y  take  no  medicine  lo  ward  off 
attacks  ;  they  observe  oniy  the  simple  laws 
of  nature,  and  they  escape  unharmed." 
With  ihe  above  extracts,  which    will  no 


the  symptoms  he  passes  to  that  most  im- 
portant, and  too  frequently  neglected  qual- 
ification, and  which  at  once  stamps  a  man 
with  superiority  over  his  competitors,  a  cor- 
rect knowledge  of  diseases,  or  the  means  of 
readil}^,  securely  and  tiuly  distinguishing 
one  disease  fiom  another — the  requisite 
qualifications  to  ensure  success  to  the  ope- 
rative surgeon — a  short    and  well    merited 


eulogium  upon  the  anaesthetic  agents,  the 
doubt  be  read  with  pleasure  by  the  general  j  g_.^^  discoveiy  of  which  honors  his  city.- 
rcader,  we  will  take  leave  of  Prof.  Shipman,    ^j^^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^^.^^  ^^^^  ^,^^^  ^^^^j. 


and  his  very  interesting  lecture.  f 

There  never  was  a  hypocrite  so  disguised, 
but  he  had  yet  some  mark  or  other  to  be 
known  by. 


dIc  remarks  upon  the  frequent  occurrence  of 
suits  for  mal-practice,  in  which  we  fully  co- 
incide, with  the  addition,  that  to  us,  the 
country  doctors,  result  all    the  honors   and 
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benefits  accruing  therefrom.  On  ilie  subject  ing  a  thousand  facts  from  the  recesses  of  a 
of  quackery,  the  Professor  says,  "That  med-' vast  mind,  to  cluster  them  about  soma 
ical  quackery  belongs  to  no  age,  to  nocoun- 1 shadowy  uncertainty,  until  it  is  revealed  as 
try,  and  lo  no  people;  its  elements  lie  with  palpable  as  if  demonstrated.  In  a  storm  of 
tha  human  mind.  It  is  as  certain  to  take  pi-pjudice  and  error,  Louis  stood  passionless 
roiit  and  vegetate  in  any  county  or  in  any  and  inflexible,  deep  in  the  convictinn  that 
age  where  mind  exists,  as  cancer  is  to  affcet' amidst  the  flashing  and  meteoric  sophistries 
the  material  tissues.  Quackery  is  but  an  of  Broussais,  the  modest  lamp  of  truth  would 
unsound  modification  of  every  science  and  arrest  attontion  by  its  intrinsic  beauty.  His 
every  art."  jwus  an  intellect  not    readily    conjeciuring, 

From  the  quotations  most  numerously  but  sound  in  its  discrimination  between  well 
dispersed  thorughout  the  lecture,  and  the  known  and  recogniz::;d  resemblances,  and 
very  many  honncd  names  of  medicine^  indefatigable  ia  action.  The  intellect  of 
which  we  are  pleased  to  call  to  mind,  all  Hunter  was  a  gigantic  mechanism  in  full 
denote  that  the  Professor  brings  to  his  aid,- play;  capacious  of  a  tnyriad  of  circumstan- 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  deep  research  I  ces,  cognizant  of  the  loftiest  and  of  the 
and  extensive  reading.  The  worthy  Pro-  humblest  details  of  the  organized  world." 
fessor's  "comparative  faculties"  must  be  This  lecture  contains  a  short  and  correct 
very  highly  developed.  Hear  him  bring, analysis  of  some  portions  of  the  science  the 
into  juxtaposition  those  two  master  minds  :  j  Professor  will  expound,  and  as  such,  is  wor- 
"Louis  and  Hunter  !    the    pathologist    and  j  thy  of  more  than  one  reading. 


Individually,  we  desire  to  express  our 
wi.shes  for  Professor  Bigelow,  in  obtaining 
the  same  success  and  reputation,  not  omit- 
ting the  emoluments,  which  have  attended 
and  crowned  the  professsonal  career  of  hia 


the  philosopher  !  the  one  stimulated    by   a 

passion  for  truth,  the  other  impelled  by   ge 

nius.     The  labor  of  one   a  corner  stone    in 

the  foundation,  which    art    can   never  im 

prove,  and  lor  which  no  other  can  be  sub 

Btitutpd.  which  may    be    built    over  as   the  jjustly  celebrated  predecessor 

edific3  is  reared,  but  which  will    resist    the 

wear  of  time.     That  of  the    other,  a  vast 

and  fragmentary   system,   sketched  by    the 

hand  of  a  master,  with   here    and    there  a 

thought,  as  of  inspiration,  which    suggests 

the  architecture  of  the  whole  plan. 

Louis  sinsilinc;  out  each  function  of  the 
healthy  man,  and  tracking  it  through  the 
labyrinth  of  disease,  observing  such  exper- 
iments as  nature  herself  might  institute. — 
Hunter  dismounting  the  machinery  of  the 
whole  animal  world,   ever  suspecting    new 


Popular  Essays  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiolo^^y. 

BY  HORACE  ISELSON,  M.  D. 

No  4. 

Circulation  of  the  Blood. 
We    have    now    consiJered  the  animal 
machine,  as   applicable  to  locomotive  pur- 
poses, and   we  have    proved  it    eminently 
well  calculated  for  the   performance  of  that 


truth,  forming  new  theory,  and  with  a  rapid  jf^inc-ion.  The  question  now  presents  it- 
sagacity  organizing  original  experiments. —  iself,  how  are  these  organs  originally  form- 
Louis  gauging  phenomena  by  standards  ofjed,  and  by  what  means  do  they  continually 
color,  and  form  and  dimension;  Hunter  I  exist — the  a:iatter  of  which  they  are  com- 
Becking  behind  these  phenomena  to  link  j  posed,  not  being  of  a  permanent  nature, 
them  by  some  principle  common  to  animal  therefore  they    must  have    a  constant  ten- 


existence.  Louis  identifying  occurrence 
the  where  and  the  whether ;  and  afiirmiu"- 
truth  upon  this  side  of  the  verge  of  incon- 
trovertable  certainty  ;  Hunter  seeking  cause; 
ever  contemplating  the  why ;  transcending 
proof  to  speculate  in  pos.'^ibilities  ;  suramon- 


dency  to  dissolution  ^  This  question  is 
answered  by  the  consideration  of  the  second 
class  of  functions — those  of  nutrition.  The 
blood  is  the  great  agent  of  reproduction  ;  it 
is  the  nourishment  of  the  body,  and  in  its 
compositioa  are  found  the  nurturing  princi- 
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pies,  from  which  is  derived  fresh  matter  for  of  the  textures  of  the  body  ;  we  do  not  say 
the  musc'es,  nerves,  and  all  parts  of  the  in  contact  with  them,  for  the  coats  of  the 
body;  hence  ihe  necessity  of  vessels  to  cir-  vessels  are  imperforate,  but  sufficiently  tsn- 
culate  this  vital  fluid  to  every  portion  of  uate  to  allow  tha  blood  to  pass  throu-^h 
the  system.  The  blood,  moreover,  serves  them  as  exeraplifijd  by  the  action  of  blot- 
two  important  purposes  in  the  animal  econ-  ting  paper  upon  iak.  A  portion  of  the 
omy,  it  not  only  atfjrds  s^lid  matter  for  the  blood  is  thus  added  to  the  solid  portions  of 
growth  and  repair  of  the  difTjreut  parts  of  the  body.  Having  thus  performed  its  of- 
the  bod^,  but  its  immediate  prcseuca  is  fice  of  regenerator  and  supporter,  the  fluid 
required  in  the  most  important  organs,  to  is  returned  to  the  h-art  through  another 
stiaiulate  them.  Even  a  momenlar)-  ces- '  set  ot  vessels  diff.-riag  iu  many  anatomcal 
sation  of  i's  circulation  through  the  brain,  p?culiaritl','s  from  the  ai-ieriss,  and  called 
causes  a  suspension  of  life,  and  all  con-  veins.  The  smiil  arterial  terminations 
Bcinusn'"ss  and  power  of  motion  is  lost. —  pass  insensibly  into  the  beginning  of  the 
'J  he  second  iutention  is  obtaiuid  from  ihs  vt-ins,  thfso  biing  equally  snmll  with  the 
vory  circums  ance  that  the  bl  'od  in  its  first  ;  these  branches  unice  to  one  another, 
composition,  contains  a  large  quanti'y  of  they  become  larger  and  larger,  until  they 
solid  matter,  and  many  of  the  elementary  a'.l  disappear  in  two  groat  trunks,  one  for 
parts  required  for  th^  snppori  of  the  body,  th:  head,  nock,  and  two  supeiior  extremi- 
But  how  is  it  conveyed  through  the  sy.stcm  .'  ties,  and  the  other  for  the  body  and  two 
V/o  will  now  direct  your  attention  to  the  lower  extremities.  'Jhrough  these  two 
circulatory  organs.  The  great  moving  or-  veins  the  blood  is  emptied  into  the  right 
gan  of  the  blood  is  the  heart.     The  heart,  side  of  the  heart. 

vivified  by  the  maternal  blood,  propels  li.^e!  ^Ve  stated  that  the  two  sides  of  the 
in  the  delicate'  form  of  the  foetus  ;  its  pul-  heart  had  no  communioation  with  f>n3 
Eati^ns,  like  a  faithful  chronometer,  re^u-  an-o'her,  and  thus  is  this  reason  explained  : 
late  the  mechanism  of  it-  existence.  \)\s-  The  blood  passisig  through  the  tissues  of 
Eolution  at  last  pervades  every  part-^the  the  body,  has  suffered  very  material  chang- 
thread  uf  life  is  severed  by  the  hand  of  fate  es  in  its  compo.si  ion  and  appearance,  in- 
■ — the  heart  is  'he  u.st  to  live,  it  ia  the  last  stead  of  being  florid  or  vc  million,  as  at 
to  die.  The  heart,  on  being  cut  open,  the  mo-.iient  it  passed  from  the  heart,  it  has 
presens  two  cavities,  wh 's-;  muscular  walls  n"w  acquired  a  flelioate  purple  color,  and 
or  sides  are  formed  of  iuvolantar}'  muscu-  this  cliange  in  color  is  at  the  same  ti'.iie  at- 
lar  tissue.  It  is  divided  through  its  centre  tended  with  a  change  in  the  chemical  prop- 
by  a  partiionfermiRL;  ihe  right  and  left  sides,  eities.  It  is  no  h*ng°r  appropriate  for  the 
■which  in  the  natural  conformation,  have  no  mnri.-inment,  and  mueb  less  for  stimulating 
communieaiion  with  one  another.  From  the  the  distant  organs.  Accordingly,  when  it 
left  side  of  the  heart,  the  blood  is  propelled  is  returned  to  she  heart  by  the  second  class 
along  a  large  vessel  iiamed  the  aorta,  which  of  vessels,  the  vein.s,  it  is  not  allowed  to 
extends  by  divisions  and  sub-divi-ions,  ^'^^  ^"'^^  tlic  red  blood  iu  the  left  side  of 
becoming  smaller  and  smaller,  and  con-  t'^^  organ,  until  it  has  again  been  changed 
Btantly  increasing  in  number,  the  far'.her  fi'oni  thi  dark  to  the  red  color,  and  this  re- 
tbej  arc  removed  from  the  centre,  and  thus  suit  is  effected  by  its  being  exposed  to  tho 
penetrates  to  every  part  of  the  body.  The  influence  of  the  inhaled  atmo.=peric  air. — 
terminal  branches,  from  their  extreme  mi-  1o  undergo  this  process,  the  blood  is  "sent 
nuteness,  are  called  the  cnpillary,  or  hair-  ^'O'"  *^QS  right  side  of  the  h'art  to  tho 
like  vessels,  through  which  the  blood  is  lungs,  through  the  puimonaiy  ar'ery,  whose 
forced  by  tho  muscular  contraction  or  im-  branches,  numerous  and  small,  ramify 
pube  of  the  heart.  In  passinT  throu'^ii  themselves  throughout  the  substance  of  the 
these  extremely  small  and  delicate  vessels,  respiratory  lobes.  The  lungs  are  two  large 
tbe  blood  is  brought  into  the  near  vicinity  a^^  spongy  organs  occupying  three  fourthj 
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of  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  which,  in  the 
act  of  respiration,  become  fully  distended 
with  air.  The  terminating  ramifications 
extend  to  the  air  cells,  the  blood  contained 
in  these  arteries  is  thus  carried  sufficiently 
close  to  the  cell  to  be  ao^ed  upon  by  the 
oxygen,  one  of  the  component  gases  found 
in  atmospheric  air,  whose  action  is  to  remove 
tliQ  carbon  \^hich  colored  the  blood  and  of 
imparting  to  it  the  vermillion  color.  At  the 
moment  this  chemical  change  takes  place, 
there  is  disengagement  or  formation  of  ani 
mat  heat,  and  the  blood,  from  being  dark 
and  venous  becomes  red  and  natural.  Hav- 
ing thus  been  renewed,  it  passes  into  the 
branches  of  the  four  pulmonary  veins  by 
capillary  attraction,  whereby  it  is  thrown 
into  the  left  auricle  •,  this  being  stimulated 
by  ihe  presence  of  the  blood  contracts,  and 
forces  it  into  the  left  ventricle,  from  whence 
it  passes  into  the  aorta,  to  be  once  more 
circulated  through  the  system.  Here  you 
have  the  theory  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood,  discovered  by  the  great  Harvey  in 
1616. 


Akered-'roai  the  French  of    Bonlou,  for   the  Lincet    and 
Ga'/.ette.] 

WOMAN, 

HER 

Moral  and  Physical  System. 

BY    HORACE  NliLSON,   M.   D. 


( Continued  from  page  84. ) 
The  soft  ino'redients  entering  into  the 
physical  conformation  of  woman — the  ar- 
teries veins,  and  nerves — the  fibres  of  the 
muscular,  ligamentous  and  tendinous  sys- 
tems— the  loose  and  soft  cellular  tissue, 
blending  these  varied  parts  into  one  sym- 
metrical whole,  present  but  slight  differen- 
tial characters,  which  nevertheless  throw 
out  a  glimpse  of  the  functions  it  is  woman's 
province  to  exercise,  and  of  that  passive 
state  for  which  nature  has  intended  her. — 
These  parts  are  more  delicate,  they  are 
smaller,  slighter,  and  more  flexible  than 
those  composing  the  body  of  man.  We 
•will  say,  and  without  fear  of  error,  that 
these  organs  in  woman,  are  modified  in 
their  texture,  by  their  education,  or  by 
their  customs  of  living.  Apart  from  these 
influencop,  there  w  a  radical,  a  natural  dif- 


ference observable  in  different  regions  of 
the  globe,  and  in  the  races  who  inhabit 
them.  In  those  countries  where  woman, 
either  by  the  nature  of  her  occupations,  or 
by  the  iuflaence  of  climate,  is  endowed  with 
a  strong  and  robust  constitution,  it  is  well 
known  that  that  of  man  is  still  greater.  It 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  disposition 
of  the  heterogeneous  parts  constituting  the 
female  body  is  determined  by  the  hand  of 
nature  herself,  and  that  it  serves  as  foun- 
dation of  the  physical  and  moral  character 
which  distinguishes  hef. 

Woman  is  subjected  to  revolutions  which 
would  possibly  destroy  or  cause  much  in- 
jury to  her  organs,  were  they  to  offer  a 
high  degree  of  resistance.  If  one  part,  in 
a  state  of  distension  enjoyed  too  much 
elasticity,  the  action  of  the  body  producing 
the  enlargement,  would  re-act  upon  soma 
essential  organ,  and  thereby  intercept  iha 
vital  influence.  When  pressure  is  exerted 
upon  one  portion,  the  humors  arrested  in 
their  course,  would  soon  suffer  deteriora- 
tion, did  not  the  neighboring  parts  offer 
flexible  vessels,  at  all  times  prepared  to  re- 
ceive them. 

Therefore  it  was  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  organs  of  woman  should  possess  a 
certain  structure,  which  would  allow  to 
them  the  impulsive  influence  of  those  caus- 
es that  can  forcibly  act  upon  them,  and  to 
reciprocally  adopt  one  another's  action, 
when  their  respective  functions  are  disor- 
dered. In  man,  nature  seems  to  overcome 
these  obstacles,  by  a  greater  degree  of 
strength  and  of  activity.  In  woman,  on 
the  contrary,  she  appears  to  avoid  their  ac 
tion,  in  giviog  way  to  them.  If  strength 
is  requisite  for  man,  it  appears  that  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  weakness  contributes  to  the 
perfection  of  woman.  This  is  still  moro 
the  case  morally  than  physically.  Resis- 
tance stimulates  the  first ;  woman,  in  sub- 
mitting, adds  to  the  natural  ascendency  of 
her  charms,  A  semblance  of  virtue,  and 
whefeby  she  eclipses  the  superiority  which 
man  owes  to  his  strength. 

It  is  probable  that  the  elementary  parts 
forming  the  body  of  woman,  are  endowed 
■^ith  a  special  organization,  and  from  which. 
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they  derive  the  elegance -of  pleasing  forms. 
There  is  not  one  but  that  can,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  eye,  only,  readily  distinguish 
the  arm  of  woman,  from  the  same  part  in 
man.  This  difference  is  also  not  only  limit- 
ed to  those  portions,  which  by  the  coquet- 
ish  dictates  of  fashion,  offer  us  opportuni- 
ties of  admiring  a  smooth  and  polished  arm, 
a  pleasing  and  graceful  neck.  It  would  be 
far  more  desirable  and  instructing,  if  the 
anatomists  who  have  debated  so  many  use- 
less questions,  who  have  so  frequently  en- 
listed their  talents  and  energies  in  frifling 
researches,  and  who  have  with  philosophi- 
cal patience  undertaken  to  demonstrate  the 
Bmallest  organ,  the  most  minute  fibre,  and 
in  some  cases  to  fancy  them,  had  they 
pointed  out  the  reasons  of  this  difference. — 
They  are  the  class  of  scientific  men  who 
ehould  determine  if  this  is  based  upon  the 
primordial  form  of  the  parts,  or  if  it  de- 
pends upon  the  subsequent  and  accidental 
disposition  of  the  cellular  tissue,  enveloping 
and  penetrating  into  their  substance.  In 
expectation  of  their  answer,  we  will  adopt 
the  first  opinion.  Probably  a  day  may  come, 
•when,  having  carried  their  efforts  to  the 
greatest  possible  extent,  and  making  each 
part  the  object  of  special  attention  and 
Btudy,  they  will  be  enabled  to  discover  the 
terminating  point  of  the  sex,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  limits  where  woman  ceases  to  be 
a  woman,  and  where  she  commences  to  be 
a  man. 

Apart  from  the  particular  organic  forma- 
tion of  the  elements  of  the  female  body,  it 
is  natural  to  infer  that  the  cellular  tissue 
which  forms  the  connecting  link  between 
them  all,  and  always  more  predominant  in 
her  than  in  the  other  sex,  by  watering  them 
constantly  with  the  humors  distending  and 
floating  in  every  direction  in  the  multitude 
of  cellules  found  in  that  tissue,  must  also 
modify  their  structure  and  sensibility.  And 
it  is  principally  to  its  presence,  that  there 
is  imparted  to  the  limbs  of  woman  that  uni- 
form and  polished  Kurface,  that  roundness 
and  gracefulness  of  outline,  which  the  more 


muscular  limbs  of  man  cannot  and  should 
not  possess.  Masses  of  this  submissive  tis- 
sue, diversely  distributed,  obliterate  the 
cavities  aud  depressions  hurtful  to  the  eye  ; 
it  smooths  the  unequal  and  rough  appear- 
ance of  the  joints, and  gracefully/  harmonizes 
the  insensible  passage  of  one  organ  to  anoth- 
er. While  we  admire  this  most  perfect 
mould  of  Divine  architecture,  we  would  al- 
most be  drawn  to  the  pleasing  conclusion, 
that  nature  in  the  formation  of  man's  com- 
panion,had  combined  all  that  was  enchanting 
and  graceful ;  did  we  not  know  that  she  had 
in  view  a  more  noble,  a  more  essential  con- 
sideration— the  health  of  the  individual  and 
the  preservation  of  the  species.  Thus  it  is 
that  in  nature's  operations,  beauty  arises 
from  an  order  of  things  tending  to  welfare, 
and  while  she  creates  what  is  useful,  she 
must  of  necessity  add  to  it  what  is  pleasing. 
We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the 
immediate  effects  which  appear  to  proceed 
from  the  organization  of  the  sensible  parts 
of  woman.  A  writer,  who  considers  the 
mind  as  the  result  of  education  solely 
and  who  excludes  organization  from  the 
number  of  causes  which  modify  it,  denies 
also,  that  the  organic  difference  which  is 
the  foundation  of  the  sex,  can  exert  any  in- 
fluence on  the  mode  of  feeling  and  of  think- 
\Q^,  because  some  women  have  risen  above 
the  generality  of  men,  and  that  Sappho 
and  Hipparchies  once  existed.  He  also 
maintains  that  climate  weilds  no  influence 
on  the  character  and  legislation  of  nations, 
because  we  have  seen  good  and  bad  laws 
governing  certain  nations  inhabiting  the 
same  latitude  ;  that  the  bodily  vigor  bears 
no  relation  to  that  of  the  mind,  for  Pas- 
chal and  Pope  were  of  a  weak  and  sickly 
constitution.  And  lastly,  that  genius  is 
beyond  the  pale  of  the  changes  occasioned 
by  age,  because  Voltaire  was  endowed  with 
the  extraordinary  privilege  of  writing  splen- 
did tragedies  when  he  was  in  liis  eightieth 
year.  As  we  have  not  the  honor  of  defend- 
ing any  hypothesis,  we  will  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  these  special  examples  ;  but  on  the 
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contrary,  we  shall  adhere  to  the  probabilities 
resulting  from  facts  generally  and  constant- 
ly under  observation.  We  believe,  there- 
fore, that  a  Frenchman  has  more  mind  than 
an  Ethiopian  ;  that  if  some  sickly  individ- 
uals show  some  strength  of  genius,  they 
would  possess  it  to  a  higher  degree  were 
they  in  a  state  of  health  ;  that  at  eighty 
years  it  is  commonly  more  easy  to  dote 
than  to  compose  good  dramatic  pieces  ;  and 
lastly,  that  the  differential  characters  of 
sexes,  must  of  necessity  cause  a  dissimili- 
tude in  the  mind  and  disposition,  for  differ- 
ent instruments  must  produce  different  ef- 
fects. 

Without  being  able  to  determine  the  pre- 
cise influence  which  the  organization  of 
these  parts  exercises  on  the  character  and 
on  the  functions  of  the  female,  we  can  nev- 
ertheless affirm  that  the  majority  of  these 
physical  and  moral  attributes,  and  peculiar 
to  woman,  depend  on  it  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  as  well  as  the  special  disposition 
which  she  seems  to  have  in  certain  diseases  ; 
for  these  last  are  dependent  on  a  variable 
degree  of  intensity  in  the  motions  essential 
to  life,  and  these  motions  always  bear  the 
same  relations  to  the  nature  of  the  organs 
which  perform  them. 

The  striking  mobility  observable  in  the 
female  organs  is  an  essential  consequence 
of  their  smallness  of  volume .  Whatever 
may  be  the  principle  which  causes  the  im- 
pulsion of  living  bodies,  there  follows  in 
the  motions  resulting  from  it  something  of 
the  same  laws  governing  inanimate  forma- 
tions. The  vital  motions  in  the  first  case, 
appear  to  be  executed  with  a  rapidity,  in 
inverse  ratio  to  the  size  of  the  animal. — 
The  pulsations  of  the  ox  are  but  35,  while 
those  of  the  sheep  are  60  to  the  minute. — 
The  pulse  in  woman  is  smaller  and  quicker 
than  in  man.  Plinius  says,  that  nature 
is  more  energetic  where  her  sphere  of  ac- 
tion is  more  -  limited.  Nusquam  magis 
quam*  in  minimus  tota  est  natura.  (Hist. 
Nat.,  Lib.  II.,  c.  2).     And  that  what  ani- 


mals of  a  large  frame  gain  in  strength,  they 
loose  in  agility. 

(  To  he  continued.) 

(For the  Lancet  and  Gazette.) 

QUACKERY. 

BY  ONE  WHO  HAS  SEEN  SOME. 


Man  was  born  to  be  humbugged.  From 
his  cradle  to  his  grave,  he  is  the  creature 
of  circumstances,  and  being  thus  constitut- 
ed, is  ever  liable  to  be  deceived.  Some 
have  supposed  that  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge would  be  sufficient  to  elevate  him 
from  his  ignoble  and  dependent  state,  and 
place  him  beyond  the  reach  of  circumstan- 
ces. But  facts  do  not  sustain  this  opinion. 
Look  where  we  will,  we  find  the  twin  sis- 
ters, humbug  and  quackery,  ruling  with  an 
iron  hand,  and  the  more  civilization  has 
progressed,  the  more  these  hydra-headed 
monsters  have  prevailed.  From  the  earli- 
est period  recorded  by  historians,  we  can 
trace  these  monsters  through  their  loath- 
some and  sinuous  tracts  :  and  deeper  and 
deeper  do  they  grow  as  they  progress  from 
that  time  to  the  present.  Can  we  then 
hope  for  their  death  }  Can  we  expect  they 
will  breathe  their  last  so  long  as  the  nature 
of  man  remains  unchanged }  Never  will 
they  cease  to  harrass  and  oppress  us,  until 
judgement  and  reason.,  combined  with 
knowledge,  shall  unite  all  their  powers  for 
their  destruction  and  death. 
And  can  we  expect  such 

"  A  consummation, 
Devoutly  to  be  wished  ?" 
Will  it  not,  rather,  prove  true,  that  thoua* 
ands  upon  thousands  will  continue  to  arise, 
who,  with  just  enough  knowledge  in  their 
brains  to  afford  the  semblance  of  learning 
and  deep  research,  will  nourish  and  cherish 
the  monsters  until  they  extend  to  the  ut. 
termost  bounds  of  the  land  and  sweep  be- 
fore them  the  last  vestige  of  hope  that  their 
course  will  end  in  their  own  destruction. 

It  is  true  that  the  diffusion  of  knowledge 
has  done  much  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  man,  but  never  will  it  be  able  to  eradi- 
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oate  from  amongst  us  that  borrible  njonster  iog  some  particular  article,  but  forgetting 
of  monsters,  quackery.  j  that  there  may  be  some  organic  power,  soma 

If  we  look  over  the  history  of  any  coun-|fis  medicatrix  natures,  whose  power  really 
try,we  find  that  even  the  most  learned  men — !  overcomes  the  disease,  they  ascribe  the 
juen  who  have  devoted  all  their  energies  to  cure  to  the  remedy  last  used  ;  and 
the  pursuit  of  knowledge — have  ever  been!  thus  the  opinion  common  to  many,  a  pre- 
most  easily  led  estray  by  the  numerous  posterous  belief  in  the  possibility  of  discov- 
quacks  who  are  continually  prowling  ering  some  peculiar  remedy  calculated  for 
throughout  the  land.  If  sj;c/i  persons  then,  every  sort  of  disease  and  every  stage  and 
are  so  easily  deceived,  what  rnust  we  not  state  of  it  (one  of  the  greatest  and  most 
expect  from  those  whose  avocations  and  dangerous  absurdities  that  ever  disgraced 
pursuits  forbid  their  acquirement  of  knowl-'ite  practice  of  medicine)  and  it  soon  be- 
edge,  except  it  be  to  a  very  limited  degree,  comes  to  them  a  settled  reality.  Bold  as- 
and  are  thus  exposed,  an  easy  prey,  to  the  Uertion  and  impudence  also,  have  their  in- 
evil  designs  of  those  followers  of  the  mon-'fluence  upon  man,  and  these  three,  acci- 
Bter  that  are  ever  to  be  found  among  all  j  dent,  impudence  and  assertion,  have  been 
cations  ?  the  main  cause  of  the  success  of  quacker  j 

And  why  is  quackery  thus  ever  in  the  from  its  origin  to  the  present  time, 
ascendant .'  Why  are  so  many  deceived.'!  The  first  account  which  history  gives  of 
Why  are  those  who  have  devoted  their '  quackery  in  any  of  its  forms  is  that  men- 
lives  to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  why  arc! tioned  by  Moses,  of  the  magi  of  Kgypt, 
they  so  easily  deceived  r  How  is  all  this  who  performed  before  Pharaoh  and  deceiv- 
accoraplished  ?  All  are  aware  of  the  un-ed  not  only  him,  but  his  whole  court  and 
successful  results   occasionally  occurring  in 'people. 

the  daily  routines  of  practice,results  thwart-  Following  on  from  that  time,  we  find  it 
ing  at  once  the  best  directed  efforts  for  the 'assuming  various  forms  and  guises,  until  at 
removal  of  some  inveterate  disease,  no  med-  j  last  it  takes  to  itself  the  garb  of  physician, 
icines  appearing  to  have  the  desired  effect.  ;and  now  it  claims  its  origin  from   the  gods. 


In  vain  is  the  materia  medica  resorted  to, 
until  almost  every  article  which  seems 
likely  to  accomplish  the  desired  end  has 
been  exhausted,  without  affording  either 
benefit  or  relief  ;  until  at  last  some  unfore- 


A  quack,  Alexander  by  name,  whose  his- 
tory is  given  by  Lucian,  palmed  himself 
upon  the  people  as  the  direct  agent  of  the 
gods  to  man,  for  the  cure  of  all  diseases  ; 
in  proof  of  which  statement,  he  exhibited  a 


seen  event  takes  place  which  seemingly  acts  i  snake,  which  had  been  trained  for  the  pur- 
like a  charm, putting  thepatientimmediat  ly  pose,  which  by  a  preconcerted  trick  he  as- 
in  a  state  of  convalescence.  Such  afavora- Uerted  was  jEsculapius  himself.  (It  waa 
tie  change  inclines  to  the  opinion  that  the  from  this  circumstance,  that  the  snake  ia 
last  medicine  used,  be  it  what  it  may,  ef-ito  this  day  used  as  a  symbol  by  the  disci- 
footed  the  cure,  and  thus  many  of  the  nos- 1  pies  of  the  God  ^sculapius,  who  is  sup- 
trum  and  quack  recipes  which  daily  fill ;  posed  to  preside  especially  over  the  for- 
our  public  journals,  become  suddenly  a  cer-i  tunes  of  the  physician.) 
tain  cure  for  such  a  disease.  I     passing  over  a  long  space  of  time,  (for  it 

These  spontaneous  cures  inspire  even  would  be  impossible  within  proper  limits  to 
many  practitioners  of  medicine  with  a  sort :  follow  c// the  curves  and  windings  of  this 
of  blind  confidence  in  the  worst  of  eases. —  snaky  monarch)  we  come  to  a  came  that 
They  see  dreadful  forms  of  disease  some-' will  long  stand  pre-eminent  among  quacks, 
timeB  recover,  wbilo  their  patient*  are  tak-jas  a  bright  star  of  their  firmament,  it  is  that 
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of  Phillippus  Aureolus  Theophastrus  Bom- 
bastus  Paracelsus  Van  Hohenheim.  This 
man,  like  many  of  his  followers  of  the  pres- 
ent day  was  a  peripatetic,  and  roamed 
ahout,  through  different  countries,  promul- 
gating his  doctrines  and  by  a  bold  use  of 
many  active  remedies  never  before  used  by 
the  members  of  the  profession,  performed 
many  miraculous  cures.  When  he  had 
arrived  in  Germany,  he  by  impudence  and 
knavery  obtained  a  professorship  in  one  of 
their  universities.  Here  he  soon  displayed 
the  character  common  to  his  class  at  the 
present  day.  He  collected  the  works  of 
Galen  and  Avicenna  and  committed  them 
to  the  flames,  declaring,  "  If  God  will  not 
impart  to  me  the  secrets  of  physic,  it  will 
not  only  be  allowable  but  justifiable  to  con- 
sult the  Devil.*"  He  also  declared,  "The 
very  down  on  my  bald  pate  has  more  knowl- 
edge than  all  your  writers  ;  the  buckles 
upon  my  shoes  more  learning  than  Galen 
or  Avicenna ;  and  my  beard  more  experi- 
ence than  all  your  universities."  He  dis- 
covered a  panacea  that  would  heal  all  dis- 
eases, but  unluckily  for  its  reputation,  he 
died  with  a  bottle  of  it  in  his  pocket. — 
Disgusting  as  it  would  be  to  follow  through 
the  life  of  such  a  man,  we  shall,  however, 
find  that  the  reign  of  this  extraordinary  in- 
dividual was  an  era  in  medicine  which  will 
long  be  remembered.  Some  of  the  most 
valuable  articles  of  the  materia  medica  were 
introduced  ,  by  him,  and  much  benefit  re- 
Bulted  to  the  profession,  by  exciting  the 
envy  of  some,  the  emulation  of  others,  and 
the  industry  of  all.  So  that  it  will  be  seen 
that  quackery,  although  a  curse,  may 
sometimes  prove  a  benefit. 

After  the  death  of  Paracelsus,  quackery 
assumed  various  other  forms,  and  was  at 
one  time  connected  with  astrology  ;  and 
thus  superstition  was  called  in  to  aid  and 
assist  the  quacks  of  the  time,  to   foist  their 

'He  was  supposed  by  the  people  to  keep  a  familiar  spirit  In 
the  handle  of  his  sworrl,  and  Butler  saj-K, 
^  Bombastes  kept  a  devil's  bird 

Shut  up  iu  the  handleofliie  sword, 
Who  taught  him  all  the  cunning  pranlts 
Ofpaat  and  future  motiuiebanKi. 


nostrums  upon  the  people  and  it  proceeded 
in  acquiring  strength  and  power,  assuming 
different  forms  and  guises,  as  the  eyes  of  the 
people  became  opened  to  their  iniquities. — • 
Touching  for  scrofula,  metallic  tractors, 
and  innumerable  panaceas  and  elixirs  were 
some  of  the  various  forms  which  it  appeared 
in,  and  now  we  have  not  only  remedies,  but 
prophylactics  against  all  earthly  diseases. 
Pills,  syrups,  balsams  and  elixirs,  and  even 
candies  are  poured  down  the  throats  of  the 
people,  much  to  the  profit  of  the  quack  but 
the  injury  of  themselves. 

Quackery  has  however  recently  taken  » 
new  form,  and  under  the  guise  of  theory, 
that  applogy  for  ignorance,  which  at  the 
same  time  carries  with  it  the  semblance  of 
learning,  it  is  now  moving  forward  with  a 
force  and  rapidity  never  before  equalled. 

Two  of  these  theories  especially  demand 
our  attention.  They  are  nearly  opposite  in 
their  nature,  and  address  themselves  to 
different  classes  of  people.  The  first,  is 
palmed  upon  the  ignobilis  vulgi  and  ad- 
dresses itself  to  those  only  who  were  pre- 
viously imposed  upon  by  the  innumerable 
panaceas  above  mentioned.  The  other  is 
for  the  class  of  would-be  wise  ones,  who 
are  so  numerous  throughout  every  land  and 
also  includes  many  who  should  scorn  to  be 
found  embracing  such  doctrines  or  encour- 
aging such  opinions.  The  first,  ThompsO' 
nianism,  had  its  origin  some  thirty  years 
since  ;  its  founder  was  a  Sam'l  Thompson,an 
inhabitant  of  the  United  States, a  true  Yan- 
kee speculator,  but  one  who  has  chosen  his 
field  of  speculation  where  an  honest  and  a 
wise  man  would  not  have  dared  to  intrude. 

His  doctrine,  or  theory,  is  simple,  and  to 
the  ignorant,  on  this  account,  attractive  ; 
founded  upon  prejudice,  a  prejudice,  which 
has  existed  for  ages,  and  one  which  leads 
many  into  error.  His  doctrine  is  this  :  Life 
is  heat  ;  disease  is  cold,  or,  as  he  expres- 
ses it,  cold  is  the  cause  of  all  disease,  and 
and  if  we  keep  the  fountain  above  the 
stream,  that  is,  keep  the  internal  heat  above 
the  external  boat  all  will  be  well.     Jlenc^ 
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in  all  diseases  hot  or  stimulating  medicines 
must  be  used.  The  query  never  seems  to 
have  arisen  with  him,  whether  a  burning 
house  could  be  extinguished  by  more  fire 
being  applied.  But  rather  that  it  could  be 
extinguished  by  driving  the  fire  to  the  cen- 
tre. Hence  if  the  roof  is  on  fire,  throw 
fireballs  into  the  house. 

It  really  seems  as  if  the  greater  the  ab- 
surdity of  any  new  theory,  the  more  fools 
would  be  found  to  embrace  it. 

But  experience — oh  much  abused  word  ! 
—experience,  how  deceitful  thou  art — ex- 
perience that  hath  led  many  estray — expe- 
rience in  the  eyes  of  this  class,  demonstrates 
as  often  as  one  case  in  thirty,  of  forty 
thousand,  that  this  system  is  correct  and 
by  dwelling  upon  these  few  cases,  throwing 
aside  the  experience  of  ages — experience 
which  has  been  tried  for  hundreds  of  years 
— throwing  the  experience  of  the  illustrious 
Sydenham,  a  man  to  whom  the  thanks  of 
thousands  upon  thousands  are  due  for  their 
own  lives,  and  to  whom  the  thanks  of  mil- 
lions yet  to  be  will  be  given.  Throwing 
aside  all  this,  they  confidently  assert  their 
doctrine,and  thus  wilfully  send  thousands  to 
an  untimely  grave. 

Sydenham,  who  overthrew,  by  his  own 
BUccessful  practice,  all  the  previous  the- 
ories of  the  treatment  of  many  diseases, 
long  ago  displayed  the  fallacy  of  such  a 
doctrine  and  statistics  readily  show  the  re- 
Bult  of  such  a  sy.stem  as  the  one  now  spoken 
of.  And  yet  these  doctrines  are  gaining 
ground,  and  the  legislature  of  our  state  has 
seen  fit,  in  the  wisdom  of  its  members,  to 
legalize  the  murder  of  the  inhabitants  with- 
in its  boundaries,  by  legalizing  the  practice 
of  these  quacks,  and  for  this  act  may  they, 
their  children,  and  their  children's  children 
long  enjoy  the  curses,  aye,  bitter  curses,  of 
■the  innocent  and  misguided  victims  of  this 
execrable  quackery.  May  they,  as  they 
lie  upon  their  beds,  view  the  miseries  which 
they  have  inflicted,  and  themselves  pay  the 
same  bitter  penalty  which  they  havo  pre- 
pared for  more  innocent  victims.  And  the 
qiurderers,  thus   legalized  as  practitioners 


of  the  healing  art,  "may  they  at  least  have 
the  torments  of  a  guilty  conscience.  May 
the]  blood  ooze  from  the  walls  that  they 
have  left  standing  as  monuments  to  their 
murdered  victims.  May  the  shades  of  the 
departed  haunt  them  at  midnight,  when 
they  are  perpetrating  their  hellish  crimes, 
at  mid-day,  at  flickering  twilight,  like  Mac- 
beth's  witches."  '» 

Turn  we  now  to  the  other  theory.  This 
has  at  least  one  redeeming  quality,  no  one 
is  injured  by  the  abusive  use  of  remedies. 
Nature  is  in  this  case  left  to  perfect  the 
cure,  and  in  many  cases  she  succeeds,  and 
thus  the  system  receives  the  honor  of  do- 
ing what  a  superior  power  has  accomplish- 
ed. Homeopathy,  with  Hahnemann  for 
its  founder,  is  now  becoming  \he  fashionable 
doctrine  of  the  day.  This  system,  like  all 
other  quackeries  of  the  day,  originated  in 
Germany,  a  kingdom  that  truly  bears  off 
the  palm  from  all  others,  in  the  extent  and 
success  of  its  humbugs.  Phrenology,  mes- 
merism, hydropathy,  and  homeopathy,  all 
had  their  origin  from  this  small  portion 
of  the  earth  ;  and  most  of  them  appear  to 
have  acted  like  some  remedial  agents,  both 
as  an  emetic  and  purge,  purifying  itself, 
but  besmearing  its  neighbors  with  the  filth 
and  nastiness  which  it  has  thus  thrown  off. 
All  are  dead  in  their  native  land,  but  yet 
live  to  nauseate  other  lands,  and  may  they 
fare  no  better  than  in  their  native  clime. 

This  doctrine  is  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple similia  similibus  curavtiir,  a  princi- 
ple, the  truth  of  which  can  never  be  dem- 
onstrated, and  which,  if  done,  would  re- 
quire the  lapse  of  ages,  before  the  appro- 
priate remedies  could  be  discovered.  But 
this  is  not  sufTicient.  They  go  still  farther 
and  declare  that  infinitesimal  portions  of 
any  remedy  are  just  as  powerful  as  larger 
ones,  and  even  more  so,  so  that  a  decillionth 
part  of  a  grain  of  opi  produces  all  the  ef- 
fect that  3  or  4  grains  would  do,  and  a 
decillionth  part  of  that  small  portion  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  half  or  a  third  of  a  grain 
of  the  same  article.  This  reasoning  is  of 
course  applicable  to  every  article  taken  as  a 
remedy.  Hence  as  a  remedy  for  hunger,  a 
decillionth  part  of  a  decillionth  part  of  a 
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pound  of  roast  beef  would  allay  the  rave- 
nous quacks,  the  same  as  a  full  meal.  But 
infinitesimal  doses  or  portions  of  the^Boot 
of  all  emV  are  not  quite  so  satisfactory  to 
this  class,  and  short  would  be  its  career  and 
few  its  supporters,  if  the  fees  were  in  ho- 
meopathic doses. 

It  cannot  with  propriety  be  doubted  that 
brains  and  common  sense  have  been  dis- 
tributed to  these  quacks  in  homeopathic 
doses  and  that  a  subdivision  of  even  this 
small  portion  is  daily  effected  for  the  ben- 
efit of  many  who  have  become  proselytes, 
and  even  promulgators  of  this  absurd  sys- 
tem. 

The  following  formula  may  be  taken  as 
an  example  of  this  species  of  practice  : 

Take  of  the  poorest  crows  which  you  can 
find  2 

Of  water  I  gallon. 

Let  the  shadow  of  the  crows  fall  on  the 
water  2  hours, 

And  then  boil  to  6  pints, 

Then  add  sufiicient  water  to  make 

12  gallons. 
Dose,  1-2  drop  every  ten  hours,  for  apo- 
plexy. 

The  strength,  however,  of  this  would 
probably  be  too  great,  and  if  so,  it  should 
be  reduced  again  before  use. 

Although  this  seems,  to  an  unprejudiced 
mind  the  height  of  absurdity^,  still  many  are 
daily  adopting  it,  some  for  the  pecuniary 
advantages  afforded  by  it,  others  from  still 
baser  motives,  and  others  still,  probably, 
from  an  honest  conviction  of  the  propriety 
of  the  practice. 

Many  other  species  of  quackery  are  daily 
rising  amongst  us.  Some,probably,ephem- 
cral  in  their  duration,  and  others  to  en- 
dure until  popular  opinion  shall  cry  out 
against  them  and  they  retire  to  make  room 
for  others  to  share  the  same  fate. 

And  how  may  this  great  evil  be  ei'adicat- 
ed .''  How  may  we  succed  in  putting  an 
end  to  this  bane  of  society  ?  How  may 
this  life  destroying  system  be  put  down  ? — 
Certainly  not  by  those  most  interested  pe- 
cuniarily, crying  against  them,  for  then 
their  motives  would  necessarily  be  impugn- 
ed.    Not  by  harsh  means,  for  tlion  the  crj 


of  persecution  would  startle  thousands  to 
its  support  vi'ho  would  otherwise  permit  it 
to  sink  into  the  oblivion  it  deserves.  But 
by  rousing  the  imagination  of  those  whose 
lives  are  daily  jeopardized  by  their  blind 
confidence  in  their  nostrums,  and  crushing 
at  an  instant,  with  an  iron  grasp,  this  hydra  - 
like reptile,  and  as  Hercules  of  old,  apply- 
ing the  actual  cautery, lest  another  and 
more  appalling  monster  should  rise  to  op* 
press  us.  Such  measures  might  succeed, 
and  until  such  is  the  case,  quackery  will 
move  on  triumphant,  and  the  people  mourn 
its  progress. 

"Sat  verbum  sapis  est."  M. 

[For  the  Lancet  &  Gazette  ) 

Gentlemen  Editors  r — 

Should  you  deem  the  following  leaf  from 
the  "  Note  Book  of  a  Student,"  worthy  of 
an  insertion  in  the  columns  of  the  Lancet, 
you  will,  so  doing,  oblige  C.  B. 

University  of  Vermont, 

Burlington,  10th  March,  1850. 


The  Birth  of  Man. 

A  MYTHOLOGICAL  SKETCH. 


At  the  birth  of  Man,  Time,  the   Fates, 
and  Nature  were  assembled,  and  in  expec- 
tancy, when  Future  smiled  the  signal  to  the 
Fates.     At   this  command,  Lachesis  turns 
the  wheel   and   spins  the   thread  of  life — 
Atropos  severs  it,  and   in  Nature's  arms  ia 
deposited  an  infant.  Prometheus  approach- 
es, his  torch   gently  quivers,  and  a  bright 
spark  escapes — it    is  Life.     The  child   is 
creeping  at  the  feet  of  Nature — he  playa 
with  the  lengthened  folds  of  her  robes,  and 
wishingly  looks  up  to  her  basket  of  fruits. 
He  rises  ;  he  has  grown  so  as  to  be  enabled 
to  walk,  and  he  endeavors  to  leave  his  pa- 
rents.    It  is  in  vain  that  Nature  urges  him 
to  remain,  that   she    persuades   him  to  re- 
turn, he  sees  not  the  burning  tears  coursing 
down  her  cheek.     Destiny    is  leading  him 
— he  blindly  follows.     Instinct,  prompting 
and  ever  changing,  urges  him  on.     Sudden- 
ly on  the  road  of  life   he  is  arrested  by  its 
division  into  two  paths  ;  one  is  narrow  and 
bristling  with  roughness,  and   impediments 
cross  it  from  all  sidca  ;  the  other  is  pleas- 
ingly  smooth,    wide,    and    carpeted    with 
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flowers  of  a  thousand  brilliant  hues.  He 
discovers,  bordering  these  paths,  numbers 
of  women  and  men.  Those  along  the  first 
path  have  a  serious  but  kind  appearance  ; 
he  marks  no  dissimulation — he  admires  no 
ornaments  nor  decorations,  save  a  few  lau- 
rel leaves  entwined  in  their  hair.  They 
pause  on  the  road  side  as  the  traveller  ap- 
proaches, and  without  endeavoring  to  se- 
duce the  wayward  one,  they  kindly  and 
gently  speak  these  words  : 

"  Young  man  !  behold  the  road  to  hap- 
piness ;  your  companions,  talents  and  vir- 
tues." 

The  second  path  is  bordered  by  a  body 
far  move  numerous  than  those  he  has  just 
passed.  Their  figures  are  of  the  most  love- 
ly and  enchanting  descriptions ;  features 
radiant  with  grace,  and  pleasure  is  dancing 
around  them — they  laugh,  sing,  and  are 
frolicsome.  What  studied  luxury  is  per- 
ceived in  their  attire  !  Flowers  deck  their 
hair,  flowers  encircle  their  polished  fore- 
heads, and  flowers  are  gracefully  balanced 
in  delicate  and  rosy-tipped  fingers.  From 
their  smile,  one  would  fancy  them  the  god- 
dess of  Love,  and  her  three  attendant 
Graces,  Euphrosyne,  Thalia  and  Aglaia. — 
But  view  them  from  behind  and  mark  the 
deception  !  A  light  and  changing  ribbon, 
encircling  their  tresses,  plainly  manifests 
that  their  charming  features  are  but  those 
of  masks.  A  few  openings  in  the  painted 
coverings,  reveal  the  hideous  forms  con- 
cealed  beneath. 

This  band  has  eagerly  flown  to  the  ad- 
vance of  the  young  traveller.  Smiles  are 
beaming  and  endearments  are  lavished  upon 
him.  With  delight  he  ofiers  them  his  wil- 
ling hand. 

"  Charming  stranger,"  say  they,  "  here 
is  the  path  to  pleasure — be  our  compan- 
ion." 

He  follows.     The  misguided  yoUng  man 

is  in  the  wake  of   vice,  crime  and  misery. 

He  hath    rejected  the  offered  happiness, 

and  nevermore  can   he  regain  the  paths  of 

virtue !  | 

[C.  B.,  please  send  us  a  few  more  leaves ; 

from  your  "  note  book."     \Ve  shall  always! 

b6    pleased    to  insert  any  eommuTiication| 

ff<sm  you.     Vale  !]  t 


A  Plea  for  Art. 

Abridged  from  the  Southern  Literary  Messen- 
ger for  the  Northern  Lancet  and  Gazette. 
BY  A  FRIEND. 


The  love  of  the  beautiful  is  an  inherent 
principle  of  humanity.  This  is  a  truism. 
No  argument  is  necessary  to  convince  ua 
that  this  feeling  so  like  an  inward  echo  to 
the  outward  call,  belongs  to  the  universal 
family  of  man.  The  land,  sea,  and  sky  are 
full  of  beauty,  and  the  principal  actor  ia 
this  grand  drama  finds  a  spirit  of  beauty 
kindled  within  him,  which  appreciates  and 
drinks  in  this  beauty  as  its  nectar.  The 
soul  cannot  exist  without  it — it  is  first  and 
last,  an  ever  present  sense.  There  is  beau- 
ty in  order,  and  this  primitive  love  of,  and 
delight  in  beautiful  arrangements  is  tho 
conservative  principle  in  governments  and 
society.  Love  that  leads  to  deeds  heroic, 
— to  romantic,  wild,  and  chivalric  worship 
of  the  loved  one,  grows  from  this  inherent 
principle.  Some  of  the  strongest  holds  of 
our  faith,  so  purifying,  zealous  and  adoring, 
owe  to  this  universal  law  of  feeling,  their 
durability  and  firmness.  On  this  universal 
delight  in  beautiful  objects,  I  ground  my 
plea  for  the  fine  arts.  Off'springs  of  this 
love,  they  cannot,  if  cultivated, fail  to  pro- 
duce a  positive,  beneficial  influence  in  soci- 
ety. The  plea  of  the  utilitarian,  who  thinks 
of  nothing  but  the  almighiy  dollar  and  who 
calls  every  thing  the  tinsel  of  life  which  does 
not  feed  or  clothe  his  body,  who  would  re- 
duce man  to  the  mere  animal — a  money 
changer — is  as  hollow  and  false  as  it  is  ig- 
noble.    May  that  spirit  perish  in  all  places. 

The  arts  are  conservative,  because  they 
create  attachments,  they  call  out  a  love  for 
the  places  where  we  first  felt  their  charms. 
How  vividly  do  paintings,  statuary,  and 
poetry  present  to  us  places,  people,  and  oc- 
currences which  move  and  thrill  our  whole 
natures.  Temples,  halls  and  capitols  would 
indeed  be  sacred  edifices,  did  their  walls 
abound  in  delineations  of  interest,  and  por- 
traits of  our  loved  and  venerated  departed 
friends  and  benefactors.  The  imaginations 
of  men  would  be  refreshed  and  elevated  in 
such  contemplations  and  their   lives  would 
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be  made  better.  The  ceiiieteiias  where  lie 
oup-  loved  and  lost  onf^s,  how  beautiful  they 
are,  and  how  powerfully  their  beauty  takes 
hold  of  every  good  aud  pure  feeling  of  our 
natures.  We  would  keep  out  of  uund 
those  churchyards,  sometimes  seen  in 
the  country,  where  no  jfreeu  thing  flourish 
es,  and  where,  should  we  judge  from  the 
bare,  rude  and  uiih;il]owed  aspect  of  thin^-s, 
we  should  say  t!ie  sleepers  had  lain  down 
unw.'pt,  uuhouored  and  unsung. 

At  the  present  time  there    is  much  talk 
about  the  cultivation  of  the  conscience,  as 


country  is  scarcely  in  advance  of  the  new. 
This  is  tiue  in  respect  to  colleges  and  uni- 
versities, yet  thore  are  associations  of  fami- 
lies and  individuals  wiiich  take  us  back  be- 
yond the  records  or  raeriiories  of  the  living. 
Their  churches,  galleries,  courts  aud  piazzas 
are  rich  with  the  mature  collected  fiui^s  of 
art  for  many  ag- s  which  starve  as  schools  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  love  of  the  beautiTul. 
Besides  this,th.dr  history — the  enchanting, 
all  absorbing  antiqu  ' — furnishes  continual 
f'lod  for  the  poet  and  delineator,  it  is  in 
this  new  world,  where  restlessness  and  wild 


well  as  the  intellect,  and  this  is  weil,  if  the  endeavor  move  man's  heart  to  the  incessant 


promise  be  faithfully  kept.  They  talk 
about  educating  the  whole  man  Con- 
science, the  religious  principle,  is  a  part  of 
the  whole  man  and  should  most  certainly 
be  educated,  and  is  not  the  love  of  the 
beautiful,  the  spirit  of  the  fine  aits,  a  part 
of  the  whole  man,  too?  In  these  utilitaiian 
days,  when  the  wise  and  great  write  books 
and  make  harangues  about  the  education  of 
conscience,  of  the  heart,  of  the  intellect 
why  arises  not  some  one  to  plead  for  the 
cduca.ion  of  that  part  of  the  whole  man, 
which  sees  and  feels  the  beautiful  in  the 
Creator's  works,  and  in  his  second  hand 
works,  by  his  nearest  children,  the  artists  r 
The  ReDibrandts,theCorrcg<^ios,  the  Salva- 
tor  Rosas,  are  the  inspired  ones,  the  im- 
mediate recipi''nts  of  the  Creative  power — 
manv  I'^ss  gifted  remain  unknown,  because 
unassisted  in  revealing  and  perceiving  their 
gifts.  Shall  this  God-given  impulse  be 
totally  omitted  in  our  boast  rd  systems  of 
education  ?     We  have  no  right  to  preten- 


pursuitofnew  things  that  this  cultivation, 
the  oil  of  this  kind  of  consecration,  is  so 
srreat  a  desideratum.  Here  social  life  ia 
too  raw.  its  energies  too  undvi loped,  its 
necessities  too  unknown  to  be  independent 
of  the  helps  found  in  institutions  with  ef- 
ficient tfachers  and  proper  models  and  ex- 
amples. Man's  history  shows  the  necessi- 
ty of  some  training  to  bring  out  (his  princi- 
ple in  its  sti'cngth  and  power  of  accomplish- 
ment. One  academy,  at  least,  of  music, 
pain'.ing,  sculpture,  architecture  and  poetry 
is  this  day  wanted  in  each  of  the  states  of 
this  Republic.  Those  great  artists  who 
have  left  their  woiksas  monuments  of  their 
fame  have  exerted  a  potent  influence  for 
good  But  to  bring  about  the  great  results 
achieved  by  them,  they  have  traversed  for- 
eign countiies  for  the  helps  wliich  should 
bo  fuinish.'d  them  at  home.  Thi;  ability 
to  perceivo,  we  ail  possess  ;  the  power  to 
ex.'cute  belongs  to  a  part — -the  few,  only, 
can  become  great  and  distinguished  in  pro* 


eions  to  completeness,  while  this  hiatus  re- j  ducing  new  combinations  of  beaufy  and 
mains.  In  our  schools  or  colleges  there  is; copying  old.  We  contend  for  assi.^tancc, 
no  requisite  assistance  to  the  poet,  the  to  all,  that  all  may  better  appreciate  the 
sculptor  or  the  architect.  It  is  generally  beauty  around  them  every  where  in  nature 
believed  that  the  gift  to  excel  in  either  of  and  art,  and  the  gifted  in  ex 'cution  may 
the  departments  of  art  is  all  that  is  needed,  be  enabled  to  cstcute  well  without  the  ne- 
beside  industry  and  perseverance  in  the  ce.j£ity  of  foreiim  travel,  which  the  groat 
possessor.  He  who  would  delineate  nature  mass  of  the  really  gifted  can  never  have. — ■ 
with  tha  pencil  will  find  little  to  stimulate  or  i  A  universal  cultivated  taste  and  power  of 
assist  him,  in  the  shilly  shally  looking  at  execution  iu  all  the  fine  aits  is  whut  wg  de- 
pictures in  rotundas,  society  halls,  or  even  sire. 

the  costly  ornithological  toy  books  which  |  It  may  bo  urged  as  an  argument  acaia^^t 
are  brought  out  almost  every  week.  It  schools  of  art,  that  wherever  established, 
may  bo  replied  that  iu    this  rf?peot  the  old  ih?y  have   been   unitivl    to  super.s'ition.— 
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Milton's  name,  alone,  will  recall  the  exist-; 
ence  of  the  noblest  love  of  beauty,  consist- 
ent with  the  purest  spirit  of  religion.  The 
union  of  church  and  state  produced  the 
direst  of  evils  at  the  same  time  that  the ! 
union  of  art  with  religion  produced  mon-  j 
etrous  superstition  ;  yet  it  would  be  unfair 
reasoning,  poor  logic,  to  argue  the  destruc- 
tion of  either  on  account  of  the  result  of 
the  unholy  union.  The  abuse  of  things,  if 
not  necessary  to  their  use,  is  no  just  cause 
of  impeachment.  Our  land  abounds  in  the 
beautiful  and  grand  in  nature.  Here  are 
studies  in  the  wild  forest,  in  the  rivers,  the 
cataracts,  the  lakes,  the  mountains,  the 
caves  and  the  chasms,  of  the  beautiful  and 
the  grand,  the  mysterious  and  the  wonder- 
ful. But  all  is  new  and  half  explored.  A 
master  hand  is  wanted  to  perpetuate  them 
as  they  now  exist.  Much  has  already  been 
done  to  keep  in  remembrance  the  form,  the 
features,  the  artistical  skill,  rude  though  it 
may  be,  of  the  aborigines  of  this  mighty 
continent.  They  are  fast  fading  away,  and 
from  mementos  alone,  will  soon  be  learned 
all  that  can  be  known  of  the  poor  Indian. — 
Their  legends,  their  poetry,  and  their  spe- 
cimens of  workmanship,  should  be  collect- 
ed as  soon  and  to  as  great  an  extent  as 
possible. 

But  there  is  another  department  which 
must  be  filled  to  satisfy  the  desires  of  our 
hearts.  Wo  pine  for  the  Parthenon  and 
the  Coliseum,  the  dome,  the  statues,  the 
glorious  visions  of  Italian  walls.  Our  long- 
ings for  heroes  and  sages  are  more  than 
satisfied  with  the  memory  of  Washington, 
of  Marshall,  of  Henry,  of  Franklin  and 
their  like.  We  have  had  the  heroes — we 
pine  for  the  bcautifiers  of  life.  Freed  from 
civil  oppression,  we  extend  our  arms,  ready 
to  be  bound  by  the  silken  cords  of  captivity 
to  the  ennobling,  exalting,  gladdening  in- 
fluences of  social  life.  We  wait  for  artis's 
of  this  kind  at  home. 

Many  persons  consider  this  mere  ro- 
mance, because  its  reckoning  does  not  tell 
on  the  purse — dimes  and  dollars  are  not  in 
its  count.  Whatever  docs  not  buy  bread 
and  clothes  is  to  them  a  useless  toil.  They 
think  the  arl5  of   no  use  except  as  a  help 


with  the  surplus  wealth,  in  building  rail- 
roads, digging  canals,  stretching  out  speak- 
ing wires,  and  erecting  asylums.  All  this 
is  well  and  has  been  done  and  is  still  in 
progress.  Now  let  the  noble  and  yet  par- 
tially supplied  wants  of  coming  generations, 
in  the  refined  arts  of  civilized  life,  be  at- 
tended to.  The  hungerings  and  thirstings 
of  the  spirit  for  the  grand,  the  sublime  and 
beautiful  is  answered  by  the  author  of  na- 
ture in  the  works  of  his  hands.  Man 
should  take  his  great  lessons  in  this  school 
and  his  schemes  for  the  education  of  the 
whole  man  should  embrace  intellect,  con- 
science passions,  emotions,  reverence,  love 
of  beauty,  love  of  pure,  high,  ennobling 
nature,  and  pure,  high,  ennobling  art. 

COMMlNICilTIONS. 


"  It  is  much  to  be  rcgi-ofted  that  coiintry  practitioners,  do 
not  more  fi-equcntly  publisli  the  result  of  their  oliservations 
anrl  experience;  much  valuable  knowle^lge  is  lost  to  the 
world,  from  the  neglect  of  this  important  duty. "  —  [Sir  Astlcy 
Cooper. 


[For  the  Northern  Lancetand  Gazette.] 

Fungus  Hsematodes  of  the  Arm.™ Am- 
putation and  Recovery. 

Gentlemen  Editors  : 

Should  you  think  the  brief  history  of  the 
following  case  worthy  of  a  place  in  your 
Lancet  you  will  oblige  me  by  publishing 
it: 

The  case  of  which  I  would  speak  was  one 
of  no  ordinary  pathological  interest,   yet 
precisely  of  that  character    from  which  a 
discreet  surgeon  would  be  justified  in  turn- 
ing away,  and   leaving  the  emaciated  and 
tortured  victim  to  his   fate — certain  death. 
It  is  well  nigh  two  years  since  I  visited  a 
young  man  in  the    town  of  Norfolk,    with 
the   expectation  of  amputating  his  arm. — 
I  On  arriving  at   the  place  of  destination,  I 
I  found  Fungus  Hrematodes  of  the  right  arm, 
'  extending  from  below  the  elbow  joint  up  to 
I  within  two  inches  of  the  acromira  process. 
I  The    tumor    of    about    eighteen    months' 
I  growth,  was  enormously  large  and  most  ex- 
I  quisitely   painful.     1  he  treatment   up    to 
'this  time  had  been  various,  as    the    patho- 
logical   doctrines   of   the    root  and  cancer 
doctors  had    clashed.     Expounders  of  that 
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splendid  humbug,  Beach's  American  Prac-j  May  your  list  of  subscribers  be  increas- 
tice,  had  lent  their  aid.  With  all  these  ^  ed,  and  your  pile  of  the  needful  be  multi- 
lights  of  science,  the  sine  que  non  seemed  plied  by  the  multitudes  who  cannot  but  ap- 
to  have  been  to  get  an  openm'  in  the  swel-  preciate  the  value  of  your  undertaking. 


Hn^  and  get  it  runnm\ 

The  young  man  had  been  confined  to  his 
bed  for  many  weeks.  A.t  this  time  he  was 
exceedingly  feeble  and  very  much  emaciat- 
ed. On  consultation  we  decided  to  remove 
the  arm  and  did  so.  In  the  progress  of 
the  operation  it  soon  became  manifest  that 
the  humerus  was  separated,  about  2  inches 
from    its    head.     Removing  the  superior 


Your  most  obedient, 
Woodstock.  Vt.,  March  21,  1850. 


fi. 


Gammonville,  Feb.  1st,  18.50. 
JDear  Editors  : 

Permit  me  through  the  columns  of  your 
widely  circulated  and  worthy  journal  to  call 


the  attention  of  the  public  again  to  my 
fragment  of  bone,  the  brachial  artery  was  J^^^^^  celebrated  panacea  for  '^IIu7na7i 
Still  further  secured  by  being  grasped  high 


up  in  the  axilla,  and  the  operation  couclud- 
ed  in  the  usual  manner.     The  loss  of  blood 


///s,"  the  "Invigorating  Brimstone  Cor- 
dial." Some  years  have  elapsed  since  a 
portion  of  the  present  advertisement  appear- 


was  trifling.  We  had  scarcely  enough  ofM  in  print.  (I  now  add  a  head  and  tail, 
healthy  integument  to  protect  the  glenoid  i  simply.)  Through  poverty  I  have  neg- 
cavity.  The  patient's  recovery  under  thelected  to  keep  it  before  the  people  as  I  had 
judicious   supervision    of  Dr.     Boland,  of  intended.     A   great  sacrifice  of  human  Ufa 


Lower  Norfolk,  was  rapid.  For  many 
months  there  remained  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  cut  surface  unhealed,  though  giving 
the  patient  no  pain.  I  am  happy  to  say 
in  conclusion,  that  the  subject  of  these  re- 
marks, is  now  and  has  been  for  many 
months  past,  entirely  restored  to  health 
and  is  engaged  in  active  business. 

The  structure  of  the  elbow  joint  was  en- 
tirely broken  up.     The  humerus  was   lite- 
rally rotten,  the  whole  of  it.     The  fungus 
and  mass  wanted  a  few  ounces  of  ISlbs. 
Very  kindly  yours, 

JNO.  H.  M.  CIIESXEY. 
Potsdam,  March  21,  1350. 

A  Voice  from  Woodstock. 


has  been  the  consequence  ;  but  now,  as  you 
perceive,  I  have  encouragement,  and  flat- 
tering testimonials  from  eminent  Divines, 
Statesmen  and  Phj^sicians,  which  I  obtain- 
ed by  a  little  puffing  and  a  bottle  of  the 
cordial  apiece.  I  shall  now  continue  to  ad- 
vertise and  hope  to  realize  a  handsome  for- 
tune. Truly  yours, 

JULIUS  GAMMON,  M.  D 


To  THE  Editors  of  the 

NoirriiERN  Laxcet: 
Gentlemen  : — AYc  have  received  a  few 
numbers  of  your  publication  and  think  we '  tonLshed   world   my    unparalelled,  miracle 


Doctor  Gammon's 

liivigova.tins    BriEiistouc  €ordiaI« 

After  three-fourths  of  a  century's  toil  and 
hardship  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and 
by  dint  of  persevering  anal^'sis  and  experi- 
ments on  the  medical  properties  of  vegeta- 
bles and  minerals  in  view  of  ascertaining 
their  effect  upon  the  animal  economy, 
"now,  at  the  advanced  age"  of  nearly  100, 
1  have  succeeded  in  presenting    to  the  as- 


can  see  in  it  a  new  era  dawning  upon  our 
northern  clime.  The  Aurora  Borealis  can 
now  ascend  to  the  zenith  and  meet  the 
southern  rays  without  a  blush.  Literature 
and  science  will  now  receive  the  more  firm 
support  of  the  wise,  and  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  north  will  see  closehj  upon 
those  things  which  before  were  hidden  from 


working,  patent,  cut-and-thrust,  phlebot- 
omising, drastic,  cathartic,  diuretic,  double 
distilled  and  double  barrelled,  fire  and 
brimstone  cordials,  an  unnaturall}'^  interest- 
ing, pleasing  and  agreeably  innocent  non- 
medical, sudorific,  nephritic,  anthilmintic, 
narcotic,  tonic,  stimulant,  alterative,  as- 
tringent, stomachic, bellyachic, diaphoretic, 
aperient,    emollient,  carminative,  sedative. 
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rub-'aci?nt,  antispasmodic,  pectoral,  ciuial 
and  femoral  eininenagoguo.    Itis  asoverei<":n, 
specific  ;mtl   instuntaneous  remedy  for  di.s- 
tempers   acute  and  chronic,  nervous,  jr^ne- 
ral,  local,  real  and  imaginary,  and  epidem- 
ic disorders ;  for    gunshot   wounds,  simple 
and  compound  fiactures,  Ctsualitics  of  all 
kinds  and  sudden  d.^ath.     It  ()p?ratjs  "-qual 
ly  on  ths  body,  mind,  estate,  real  and  per- 
Bonal,  and  place  of  residence  of  the  patient. 
It  is  an    efficacious  and    safe    cosmetic,  re- 
moviaf^  the  pernicious  peii^stimn  from  the 
cucticlc,  and  rendering  it  cL-ar  and  smooth 
to  a  fault.      It  clears  out  the  bile  and  gas- 
tric jaicc    from    the    brain,  and  induces  a 
calm    train  of  ideas.     It  removes  obstruc- 
tions in  the  capillary  tubes,  viz :  the  thorac- 
ic duct  and  jesophagus,    coecum,      &c.     It 
extirpates  the   spinal   marrow  which  is  the 
cause    of  many    a    dangerous    malady.     It 
dissipates    adipose   tumors    and  premature 
births,   and     is     an    elfpctual     preventive 
against    old    age.      It  helps    nature  in   her 
attempts  at  amputating  the  head  and  pluck 
From  its    styptic    qualities  it  is    especially 
useful  in  promoting  excessive  haemorrhages 
by  which  surgical  operations    of  all    kinds 
become  quite  unnecessary.      By  linsing  the 
mouth  daily  wilh  this    cordial  the  eppiglot- 
tis  becomes   firmly  fixed  in    its  socket  and 
earious  teeth  adhere  closely  to  the  motatar- 
tUR,  by  which  moans  deglutition  and  cliyli- 
fication  pi  ogress    regularly,      'i  ho    muscles 
•v^hich  become  flacid  by  use  are  restored  to 
an  ossified  state,  as  well  a.s  the  arteiial  sys- 
tem.     Applied  to  the  eyes  it  removes  the 
tumors  and  eradicates  the  optic  nerve,  and 
on   disorders  of  the  cars  it  acts  energetical- 
)y  upon  the  tymphanum, produces  an  instan- 
taneous suppression  of  the  catemcnia  und  in- 
duces a  permanent  and  uninterrupted  sleep. 
From  its  drying  qualities  it  is  useful  in  cas- 
es of  d.  owning,    and  banging   yields  to  its 
elevating  stimulus. 

Piicrt  ^10  por  bottle. 

N.  B  To  prev^'ut  countcrf  if  a  every 
bottlo  is  wrapped  in  a  §2.  bank  note, 
thereby  making  a  great  saving  to  those  who 
bay  by  the  doz  'n,  with  a  fac  simile  of  the 
proprietor's  autograph,  thus  : 

DR.  JULIUS  GAMMON. 

REFEnEXCEs. — Rt.  Rev.  Peter  Plumbug, 
Hon.  Jas.  Crv'dulous,  Frances  Quack,  M.JD. 


LANCET  POIITRAiT  GALLERY ; 

Witli  Blo^raplilcai  Sketches, 

BY    HORACE    NELSON,    M.    D. 


"  ^  et  ynur  blo^'ipber  hr  pve<-Fo  fiii-.  aiiii  pn  'tnpnrt'il,  and 
e  shai:  find  iiis  wnrkcarped  at  by  critics,  Hiid  rejected  by  ttio 
l.uioUi."— Sir   Ca,  )■  i>cioop 

No.  IV. 
S.UIUEL  SB(i.>iU  AY,  M.  D. 

F'amucl  Shumway,  one  of  ths  most  active 
and  intelligent  physicians  of  Essex  county, 
is  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  having  been 
born  in  Belchcrtown,  in  that  state,  on  the 
2;th  March,  1  93.  His  father,  a  farmer 
in  very  easy  circumstances,  alh  wed  his  son 
all  the  opportunities  of  acquiring  that  de- 
gree of  education  such  as  could  be  obtain- 
ed in  the  agiicultural  districts,  htiving  been 
a  pupil  of  one  of  the  village  schools  un'.il 
he  attained  his  eighteenth  year.  He  thus 
qualified  himself  by  these  preliminary,  stu- 
dies, to  pass  to  those  of  the  classics,  which 
he  acquired  in  the  fiist  place  under  a  pri- 
vate instructor  and  secondly  as  an  inmate 
of  the  Academies  of  Munsor  and  Westfield, 
in  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  two 
years. 

At  the  age  of  21  ho  left  Bolchcrton  for 
Granville,  VViishington  county,  N.  Y., 
where  he  became  a  student  of  Medicine  Jo 
the  late  Dr.  Ira  Bascom,  cf  which  gentle- 
man, he  was  ofBce  pupil  over  eighteen 
months,  and  having  acquired  the  knowledge 
requisite  to  enable  him  to  pursue  with  advan- 
tage a  course  of  lectures,  he  entered  iho 
Medical  Department  of  Yale  C  Ilego,  con- 
tinuing there  one  term.  In  addition  to  the 
ordinary  curriculum  followed  by  students, 
to  qualify  themselves  as  practioners.  Dr. 
bhumway  became  acquain.ed  with  those 
studies  unfortunately  too  much  or  entirely 
neglected  now-a-days,  and  which  are  re- 
quired  at  the  hands  of  every  man  of  edu- 
cation— those  of  the  natural  sciences.  IVn 
instructors  were  those  master  teachers, 
whose  erudition  has  shed  so  much  light  up- 
on  American  science,  and   contributed   eo 


SAMUEL  SHUMWAY,  M.  D., 

Eisex,  New  York. 
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powerfully  to  the  reputation  of  their  col-  foreseeing  that  he  could  uot  accede  to  the 
lege,  Professors  Day  and  Silliuian,  the  pro- jflatteiing  rcqu  st  of  his  f.i»nds  without 
j-ctor  and  editor  of  the  American  Journal  jiuilitaling  sirongly  with  his  professional  pur- 
of  Science  and  Arts  Leaving  the  college  [suits,  he  const quei^tly  declined  beinga  can- 
halls,  he  continued  and  closed  his  pupilage  didate   for    re-election,    and   from  that  day 


in  the  office  of  the   late  Dr.  Joseph  White, 
of  Cherry  Valley,  N.  Y. 

The  Dr.  immediately  entered  upon  his 
professional  course  in  the  village  of  Charl- 
ton, Saratoga  county,  in  the  spring  of  1817  ; 
where  he  remained  three  years,  and  then 
moved  from  Charlton  to  P^ssex,  in  which 
last  village  he  has  resided  to  this  day. — 
Shortly  after  his  establishment  in  Essex, 
he  connected  himself  with  the  county  Medi- 
cal Society,  of  which  he  has  always  been  an 
active  and  prominent  member,  h  iving  pre- 
sided over  and  represented  it  on  several  oc- 
casions at  the  State  Medical  Society. 

In  October  ISiG,  Dr.  Shumway  was  mar 
rled  to  Hannah  A.,  daughter  of  Aaron  L. 
Beach,  Esq  ,  of  Salisbury,  Vt.  Retiring 
for  a  few  months  from  the  aiduous  duties 
incident  to  country  practice,  and  more  es- 
pecially where  it  extended  over  a  very 
rough  and  raoun'ainous  region,  he  spent 
the  winter  of  1831,  in  perfecting  himself  in 
and  acquiring  further  information,  by  at- 
tending the  schools  and  hospital  wards  of 
r^ew  York.  The  Dr.  now  returned  to  the 
field  of  his  professional  labors,  daily  acquir- 
ing and  strengthening  the  confidence  ihe 
public  had  reposed  in  him,  when  in  184*2, 
he  appeared  on  the  political  platform  of 
Essex  coiinty  as  the  Whig  candidate  for 
Assembly.    His  extensive  acquaintance  with 


Dr.  Shumway  has  never  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  politics,  ihough  he  always  has  been 
a  firm  supporter  of  the  Whig  school. 

The  Dr.'s  qualifications  as  an  experienced 
and  skillful  general  practitioner,  secured 
him  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  iVied- 
icine  of  the  State  Medical  Society  held  at 
Albany,  in  1845. 

Dr.  Shumway    in  a   zealous  and  devoted 
lover  of   his    profession  ;  prepared    at    all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances,  to  sac- 
rifice his  own    individual  comforts  and  ad- 
vantages, for  its  welfare  and  advancement. 
At  the  fruitless  attempts  n.ade  a  few  months 
since,  to  organize  the  faculty  of  the  counties 
of  Clinton  and  Essex,  we   were  pleased  to 
see  the  Doctor,  at  a  very  inclement  season 
of  the  year,  first  at  his  post,  a  firm  support- 
er of  those  measure.9   which   had  been  pro- 
posed for   the  amelioration  of  the   present 
condition  of   the   profession.     The  Doctor 
is  a  fluent,  persuasive  and  excellent  debater, 
always   qualified   to  meet  his  adversary  on 
the  same  argumentative  field  ;  wielding  the 
shafts  of  ridicule  or   witticism  with  a  tem- 
pered and  practiced  hand,  possessing  a  hap- 
py and  well  treasured  memory,  he  is  always 
certain  of  support  to  his  assertions,  wheth- 
er in  conversation   or  in    political  and  pro- 
fce-sional    controversies,  from  "antecedent" 
authorities.     A  daily  observer  and  follower 


persons  of  all  partiiis  throughout  the  coimty  of  the  progress  of  the  medical  and  coUatc- 
and  the  daily  opportunities  he  enjoyed,  in  ral  scieuces.his  long  experience  enabling  him 
the  discharge  cf  his  professional  duties,  of  readily  to  accept  or  rejjct  them,  together 
securing  the  confidence  and  support  of  the  with  his  well  earned  reputation,  renders  him 


most  prominent  men,  and  their  equal  means 
of  ascertaining  his  acquirements,  caused 
bim  to  be  returned  with  very  little  opposi- 
tion.    So  satisfied  was   the  Whig  constifti- 


to  a  high  degree  the  friend  to  assist  a  brother 
practitioner  in  those  wayward,  difficult  and 
"  stumbling"  cases,  which  suddenly  spring 
up  in  the  smooth  and  unrufHed    path  of  a 


cncy  of  the  county  of  his  watchfulness  of;  hitherto  successful  profeesional  career,  as  if 
their  interests,  that  he  was  honored  with  a  to  try,  unexpected  and  unforeseen,  a  man'« 
second  nomination  in  the  fall  of  1F43;  but  capabilities. 
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Dr.  Shumway  is  uow  in  the  57th  year  of  quarter,  or  a  half  century.     Men  who  never 


Lis  age.  His  faculties,  mental  and  physical, 
as  in  their  pristine  vigor  and  youth,  and 
whether  the  adviser  at  the  bedside,  the  so- 
lace in  the  silence  of  the  death-chamber, 
or  the  lively  fiiend  at  the  social  gathering, 
he  is  always  at  home — a  kind,  compassion- 
ate and  warm-hearted  friend. 


NORTHEEN  LxiNCET, 
GAZETTE  OF  LESAL  SEDffiE. 


Plattsburgh,  April,  1850. 

"truth  without  fear." 

•,*  All  articles  in  this  rlepirtmcnt,  for  which  the  writer 
ntljf  becomes  responsible,  will  be  desi^aiatcd  as  follows: 

FhANCIS   .If  U'AVIGN'  N,   * 

HO.IACB    AbLSON,   t 


Notice. 


The  Qffice  of  the  Northern  Lancet, 
and  Dr.  Nelson's  Surgery,  have  been  re- 
moved to  Vilas's  Brick  E.ow,  third  story, 
over  Nichols  &  Lynde,  Grocers,  and  fourth 
door  north  of  the  Post  Office. 

Margaret  street, Plattsburgh,  April, 1650. 

ObstetrlcY. 


The  re-pcrusal  of  three  extraordinary  ob- 
Btetrical  operations,  by  Prof  Bedford,  of 
the  University  of  New  York,  has  suggested 
the  propriety  of  making  a  few  remarks  upon 


possessed  the  energy  required  to  prevent 
danger,  or  to  successfully  battle  with  it 
when  it  has  assailed  the  patient,  and  the 
Angel  of  Death  is  drooping  its  sable  wing 
oyer  the  doomed  victim.  Men  who  have 
become  unnerved  at  the  appearance  of  he- 
morrhage, and  have  sat  down  and  cried! 
awaiting  the  assistance  of  a  brother  practi- 
tioner, who  with  boldness,  determination 
and  skill,  have  driven  the  destroyer  from 
that  gloomy  chamber,  and  caused  hope 
once  more  to  illumine  those  pale  and  ex- 
sanguinated features.  These  are  the  men 
who  blindly  trust  to  nature,  till  nature's 
energies  are  exhausted  or  paralyzed,  and 
who  scorn  at  any  instrumental  interference, 
which,  by  its  prompt  and  skilful  applica- 
tion, instead  of  entwining  a  cypress  sprig 
around  their  withered  laurels,  would  add 
one  bright  and  ever-green  leaf — a  leaf 
placed  upon  her  brow,  by  the  hand  of  ever- 
lasting gratitude — by  the  hand  of  an  expir- 
ing but.  rescued  mother. 

Why  should  those  great  masters,  Euro- 
pean and  American,  have  labored  a  long 
and  arduous  life  in  lying-in-hospitals,  if  na- 
ture was  in  every  case  competent  to 
the  discharge  of  that  duty  imposed  upon  her 
by  the  Creator .''  Whyfore  a  Caparon, 
Desormeaux  and   a  Dubois,  a  Merriman,  a 


that  department  of  the  profession.  We  Davis  and  a  Ranslotham  ;  a  Dewees,  a 
regret  to  say,  and  proper  authorities  can  a  Bedford,  and  a  Meigs;  why  should  these 
be  adduced  to  support  us,  that  of  the!  great  and  good  men  have  toiled  in  that  most 
three  branches,  Medicine,  Surgery  and  portentous  and  responsible  field  of  practice, 
Midwifery,  which  a  practitioner  is  daily  if  their  services  had  not  been  required.' — 
called  upon  to  exercise,  in  the  country  Whyfore  those  masterly  productions  of  the 
more  especially,  there  is  none  which  is  so  European  and  American  schools,  the  fruits 
ill-understood,  and  so  unwisely  and  unskiil-i  of  years  of  experience  and  of  untiring 
fully  managed,  as  that  of  midwifery.  Many  watchfulness  }  Whyfore  should  all  this  en- 
look  upon  it  as  a  most  simple  operation  im-  ergy  and  intelligence  have  been  thrown 
nosed  upon  nature,  and  therefore  that  na-  away  upon  this  "creature"  of  imagination, 
turc  alone  is  all-sufficient  to  relieve  the  pa-  if  nature  had  not  imploringly  called  upon 
tient  •,  that  all  artistic,  not  7nf/r<ua/.' inter-  the  man  of  art  to  assist  her?  Had  not 
ference  should  be  scrupulously  avoided. — :  these  men,  at  least  as  much  opportuni- 
Men  who  have  grown  grey  in  the  profession,  ty  of  witnessing  the  operarions  of  nature, 
and  old  in  the  affection  and  esteem  of  those  under  the  mo.st  varied  and  tried  circum- 
perBons  whom    they   have   doctored   for  a  stances,  as   some  country  practitioners  who 
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step  up  boldly — strong  and  proud  in  th&W-  I  Lancet. 
fluence  they  wield  over  a  larger  or  smaller 
portion  of  the  community — and  dishonestly 
proclaim  tbat  all  instrumental  interference 
is  humbug,  yea,  that  it  is  murder.  Mod- 
ern Jobs,  and  drones  in  the  great  hive  of 
progressive  science,  they  are  satisfied  with 
remaining  thirty-six,  even  forty-eight  hours 
in  the  sick  chamber,  rather  than  bring  to 
the  relief  of  the 'sinking  powers  of  nutv.ro^ 
prompt,  safe  and  energetic  means  ;  they 
have  compromised  themselves,  they  have 
ridiculed  and  deprecated  those  agencies  and 
they  fear  to  encounter  the  displeasure  of  a 
few  attending  friends,  who  have  walked  with 
them  througli  many  years  of  professional 
life,  whose  influence  they  require,  whose 
favor  they  solicit ;  and  counting  hours 
of  danger,  ages  of  suspense  and  of  anxi- 
ety, they  are  satisfied  to  await  the  result 
of  fate,  and  stake  the  life  of  a  patient 
upon  the  persistance  of  a  few  smiles  and  the 
good  will  of  an  interested  "little.'" 

Country  practitioners  are  not  enchained 
to,  nor  governed  so  servilly  by  public  opin- 
ion, as  those  residing  in  cities  or  in  villages  ; 
they  are  at  a  distance  from  consuiiation, 
delay  is  forbidden,  and  they  must  act  as 
they  have  been  taught  noio-a-days  to  do — 
they  save  the  mother  and  child  and  if  they  do 
not  at  the  the  time  gain  much  in  fees,  they 
earn  vastly  more  by  a  well  founded  reputa- 
tion. 

We  regret  that  we  are  unable  to  republish 
Prof  Bedford's  cases ;  our  readers  must 
take  our  word  that  had  they  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  unwise  and  unmanly  practitioners, 
the  patients  would  have  succumbed;  where- 
as, with  a  little  promptness,  knowledge  and 
tact  for  operating,  sis  lives  have  been  saved 


On  tL«  19th  of  March,  we  were 
suinnioncd  to  attend  a  person  in  confine- 
ment.    The  illness  had  been  long  and  pro- 
tracted— the  infant  to  all  appearance  .still- 
born.    A  highly  respectable  and  intelligeni 
lady  immediately  gave  the  proper  directions 
to  a  third  person  how  to   manage,  for  she 
had  read  what  the  Dr.  had  said  in  his  Lan- 
cet, and  through  her  timely  advice  and  kind 
exertions,    (for   we   could  not  attend,)  the 
child  was  resuscitated,  and  is  now    in  fine 
health  ;  ^the  mother  gratelul  lo  that  friend, 
and    the    last    proudly  acknowledging  the 
source  when  she  had  derived  the  informa- 
tion. I 


Pollard  and  Miiikler's  Obstetrical 
Supporter. 

We   acknowledge  with  pleasure,  the  re- 
ceipt from  Dr.  Pollard,  of  Kecseville,  of 
one  of  his   Obstetrical    Supporters.     Tho 
plan   is    very    ingenious  ;  the    application 
prompt,  safe  and  efficient,  while  the  work- 
manship reflects  high  credit  upon  the  manu- 
facturer.    It  came  "  just  in  time,"  having 
had  an  opportunity  of  testing  its  usefulness 
the  day  it  was  received,  and  from  this  case 
we  must  say  that  the  benefits  resulting  from 
its  employment  surpassed  much  our  expec- 
tations.    V^e  shall  bestow  upon   it  the  at- 
tention it  justly  demands,  and  make  the  re- 
sults   known   through   our    columns.     We 
can,  however,  cheerfully  commend  it  upon 
one  point,  and  this  of  itself  would  ensure  it 
siiccess  ;  that  is,   the    vast   amount  of  fa- 
tigue and  inconvenience,  which  is  saved  to 
the  attendino;  friends.     The  Dr.  has  so  dis- 
posed  the  different  portions  of  the  support- 
er, that  the  patient  has  in  her   own  hands 
the  control  of  power,  which  she  can  apply 
—trophies  of  his   gigantic  advancement  ofj^t  such  times,  and  xo  such  a  degree  as  exi- 
gencies require,    and  therefore  effectually 
doing  away  with  any  foreign  assistance. 


medical  science,  and  of  unpcrishablc  honor 
to  the  fortunate  accoucheur. 

While  on  the  subject,  we  have  much 
pleasure  in  relating  an  incident  tending  for- 
cibly to  illustrate  the  benefits  resulting  to 
non-profcs!;ional    persons    in    reading  the 


Dr.  Pollard  will  accept  our  best  wishes 
for  the  success  and  general  introduction  of 
his  Obstetrical  Supporter.  f 

Wc  cordially  join  in  the  opinion  cipres."?- 
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ed  by  our  associate,  and  having  employed   ordoing  the  said  Gilbert  some  bodily  harm. 


With  this  addition  our  report  is  complete. 

t 


Books  received  for  Review. 


the  Supporter  on  many  occasions,  hiive 
found  it  3"  important  and  valuable  instru- 
ment * 

Professor  John  White  Wehster. 

Two  lectnres  by  A.  B.  Shipman,M.   D., 
The  universal   anxiety  manifested  in  all '  Professor  of  Saigcry  in  the  Indiana  Medi- 
classes  of  the  community    to  know   some- ,  cal  Colleire. 
thing  of  the  extraordinary  occurreuce  which  |      I'^e  Illustrated  Self   Instructor  in  Phre- 

T^o-  K«-v    1    1  D    f  \nr  V  ►  J  !•   '  no3&"^v- and  Physiology,  with   100   encrrav- 

nas  oranaod  Prof.  Webster  a  murderer,  "«a  r  _,  .^         cjt 

,  .  ,  .  ,        .  .  ,,        ti^.i  ^e  *\.r,:  '"-s.     By   O.  S     &  L.  N.  Fowlor,     New 

hiQ'n    social  position,  ^  ttciI  as  tbat  or  ttie        -  •'_ 

.    .       ^       a    ,                 ^    ^i                  .      J  York,  1    o  ).  pp.     34 
victim.  Dr.    Parkinan,  and    the   amount  of  ^^ 

medical  evidence  which  was  of  so  much  im- 
port to  the  case,  renders  it  one  well  worthy 
of  perusal  by  ever}'  person.  We  regret 
that  owing  to  the  great  length  of  the  trial, 
it  will  be  impossible  for  us  to  publish  a  full 
report ;  moreover,  it  would  be  "second  hand  i , 


To  Readers  and  Correspondents 

Communications  from  Medicus,  Dr.  D. 

C.    GooDALE,    Adirondack,    N.    Y.  ;  Dr. 

Ch"s    H.    Cleavel.\nd,    Waterbury    Vt , 

will    appear  in  our  next  number.     Letters 

ave  been  received  from    Dr.  A.  Porteous, 
news,"  and  occupying  room  which  we  can:  ^^j,.o^d3^|.^  jv^.    Y.  ;    M.  Couant,  Malone, 

ill-spare,  in    the   desire  of  accommodating!  x,  y.  •  Dr   J.  H.    Grenelle,  iVIassena,  N. 


our  correspondents 


Y.  ;  Dr.  R.  W.  Evans,  Richmond,  C.  W. 


The  May  No.  of  tlie  Lancet  will  contain  |  c.    M.   Brosman,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  ;  Prof, 
a  full  report  of  the  medical  evidence,  as  also  :  Bedford,  M.  D.,  New  York  ;  P.  Lawrence, 


a  eumma.iy  of  that   testified  by   one  or  two 
important  non-professional  witnesses,     f 

Worden's  Trial. 


An  accidental  omission  has  occurred  at 
page  111  of  this  number,  in  the  report  of 
this  man's  trial — that  is,  of  the  four  counts 
contained  in  the  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury.  As  the  caso  is  not  complete  without 
them  we  publish  them  in  this  place.  The 
1st,  charges  the  prisoner,  Henry  Wordeu, 
with  making  an  assault  with  a  gun,  loaded, 


upon  Gilbert    Worden,  and   with  which  be 

did  feloniously,  unlawfully,  and  maliciously  |  Montreal ;  Dr  Courteau,  St.  Roeh  L'Ach 


P.  M.,  West  Chazy  ;  J.  W.  Flack,  Troy  ; 
Dr.  T.  B.  -Nichols,  Woodstock,  Vt.  ;  Dr. 
J.  H.  M.  Chesney,  Postdam  ;  J.  B.  James, 
Esq.,  Ogdensburgh ;  Dr.  L.  P.  Tessier, 
Gerard,  Ga.  ;  Dr.  S  S.  ^"atchwell,  Leacli- 
ville,  N.  C  ;  Br.  A.  Gow,  Scbuylerviile, 
N.  Y.  ;  Judge  A.  C.  Hand,  Eiizibeth 
town  ;  Dr.  D.  C  Gooduie,  Adirondack, 
N.  Y.  ;  Dr.  S.  P.  Claik,  Madrid,  .\.  Y.  : 
Dr.  S.  'Ihacher,  Heimon,  N.  Y. ;  M.  T.' 
Clough,  Esq  ,  1  iconderoga,  N.  Y.  ;  R.  S. 
Page,  Hydepark,  Vl.  ;  E.  M.  Gates,  P. 
M.,  Rouse's  Point,  N.  Y.  ;  P.  Fisctte, 
Coopersville,   N-    Y. ;    Dr.     A.     Nelson, 


shoot,  and  feloniously,  and  with  malice  as 
sault  the  said  Gilbert  Worden,  with  intent 
to  kill  and  murder    against  statute 
2d  count  charges  the  prisoner  wiih  making 


.  !  igan  ;  Dr.  W.  R.  Evans,  Hichinond,  C.  W. 


Sagacitv  (if  the  Hokse. —  It  is  stated, 
I'heithat  if  a  horse  be  shut  >'p  in  a  pasture 
where  there  is  no  water,  be  will  at  ceitaia 
^  times  of  the  day  make  it  a  practice  to 
an  assault  with  a  loaded  gun,  in  the  Ip^s  i  stand  in  the  place  where  water  is  nearest 
and  thighs  of  Gilbert  Wordsn,  and  that  he '  to  the  surface,  and  thus  indicate  the  best 
did  shoot   with    intent    to  maim.     The  3J  '  place  for  digsin^  for  it.     Those  who  allege 


count   charges  him  with  shooting  with  the 


this  to  be  a  fact,  say  that  horses  have  the 
,  faculty  of  smelling  water,  like  camels  in  the 
intent  of  disabling.  The  -Ith  count  charges ;  African  desert,  or  the  '•attle  of  the  South 
the  prisoner    with  shooting   with  fb^  int-^nt  i  American  "pampas." 
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Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts. 
Present,  Chief  Justice  Shaw  and  Judges 
Wilde,  Dewey  and  Mf.tcalf. 


We  give  in  this  number  a  true  report  of 
the  medical  evidence  elicited  in  this  extra- 
ordinary trial.  This  portion  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, by  far  the  most  conclusive  of  the 
vast  amount  of  evidence  adduced,  has  been 
very  briefly  reproduced  in  our  local  papers, 
and  therefore  the  publication  of  it  in  the 
Lancet  will  supply  the  deficiency. 

We  are  indebted  to  our  old  friend  Dr. 
MoLLOY,  of  Boston,  for  a  full  report  of  the 
trial,  in  pamphlet  form,  from  which  we 
have  made  the  estracts. 

EVIDENCE  FOR  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

DR.  WINSLOW  LEWIS,   Jr.     I  was 

one  of  the  physicians  called  to  the  Medi- 
cal College ;  was  called  on  Saturday  ;  Dr. 
Martin  Gay  and  Dr.  T.  C.  Jackson  met 
with  me  ;  coroner  Pratt  requested  my  pres- 
ence ;  I  wont  about  3  o'clock.  Dr.  Gcorjre 
H.  Gay,  Dr.  Stone  and  Dr.  Wyman  were 
also  present.  Drs.  Martin  Gay  and  T.  C. 
Jackson  took  charge  of  the  teeth.  Doc- 
tors Gay,  Stone  and  myself  prepared  a  re- 
port of  what  we  had  particularly  inspected. 
We  rendered  that  report  to  the  Coroner's 
Jury. 

The  following  is  the  report  alluded  to  : 
Post-mortem   examination  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lege, Dec.  2,  1849,  at  10  A.  M  : 

Five  portion.'!  of  a  human  subject  were 
examined  :  a  thoras,  a  pelvis,  two  thighs, 
and  a  left  leg,  together  with  the  contents 
of   two  boies    coataining   variou3   ardclc? 


said  to  be  taken  from  a  furnace.  The  tho- 
rax and  left  thigh  were  discolored,  appar- 
ently with  tan  and  some  caustic  substance  ; 
the  three  remaining  ones  were  white,  fair, 
and  appeared  as  if  soaked  in  water.  The 
cartilage  (gristle)  on  the  head  of  the  left 
thigh  bone  was  colored  black. 

Remains  of    the    thorax   (chest)  whicli 
consisted  of  ail  the  bones  except  the  stern- 
um   (breast-bone).     Fracture   of    the  fifth 
right  rib,  apparently  recent,  and  about  four 
inches  from  division  between  ribs  and  stern- 
um.    Both     clavicles    (collar-bones)    and 
scapulaj  (shoulder-blades)  present  ;  clavi- 
cles large.     Both  lungs  prcsent,but  collap- 
sed.    Left  lung  had  pleural  adhesions  (ad- 
hered to  the  lining  membrane  of  the  ribs). 
Structure  of  both  lungs  apparently  healthy. 
Anterior    thoracic    (chest;  muscles  cut  up 
from  the  ribs  about  six  inches  from  the  cen- 
tre on  each  side,  and  with  the  skin  thrown 
one  side.      Posterior  portion  of  the  integu- 
ments from  the  left  scapulae   to  the  lumbal* 
(loins)  vertebra)  of  a  dark  color  and  hard- 
ened.    Remaining  portion  of  integuments, 
(skin)  generally    of  a  natural    appearance, 
except  a  little   greenness  under   the    right 
axilla,  (arm-pit)    probably  from    commen- 
cing    decomposition,  and   some    bluenesa 
under    the    left  axilla,   leaving    the    skiu 
soft  and  easily  broken  through  artificial  ac- 
tion.    An    opening    slightly  ragged,  about 
one  and   a  half  inches  long,  under  the  left 
nipple,  between  the  sixth  and  seventh  ribs, 
extending  into  the  chest.     Remains  of  tho- 
racic aorta  and  thoracic  oesophagus  (gullet) 
present.     Heart    and    diaphragm  (midriff; 
wanting.       Trachea    (  windpipe  )    divided 
through  the  cricoid  cartilage.     Spleen  con- 
tracted ;  externally  granulated  and  inter- 
nally red.     Left  kidney   in  its  natural  po- 
sition   and    contracted.       No    liver,   right 
kidney,    pancreas,  (sweet-bread)    stomach 
or  intestines.     Sixteen  vertebra}    present, 
consisting  of  three  lumbar,  twelve  dor.sal, 
and  the  greater  portion  of  the  seventh  cer- 
vical, which  appeared  to  have  been  sawed 
through  the   upper  part.     Small  OjUantity 
of  long  greyish   hair    on    the   front  of  th*? 
chest,     oonic  stained  dark   greviph  hair  an 
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the  back.  Periosteum  removed  from  the 
front  part  of  several  ribs.  Both  arms  sev- 
ered in  a  very  irregular  and  unscientific 
manner.  Pelvic  portion  consisted  of  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  two  of  the  inferior  lum- 
bar vertebrae,  all  the  integuments,  muscles, 
&c.,  and  the  pelvis  viscera,  generally. — 
All  the  intestine  remaining  was  about  six 
inches  of  the  rectum,  through  the  anterior 
and  external  portion  of  which  a  section  had 
been  made,  and  the  mucous  coat  separated 
from  it  four  or  five  inches,  throughout  the 
whole  circumference,  but  not  cut  off  at  the 
lower  end.  Both  thighs  severed  from  it  in 
a  very  irregular  manner.  Integuments  di- 
vided down  to  the  pubis  in  the  median  line. 
On  placing  the  pebric  portion  in  apposition 
with  the  thoracic,  the  third  and  fourth  lum- 
bar vertebrae  corresponded  precisely. — 
The  spinous  process  of  the  third  lumbar  ver- 
tebrae, with  a  portion  of  the  transverse 
processes  of  the  same,  were  absent  from 
the  thoracic  portion,  but  were  found  attach- 
ed to  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra,  which  was 
on  the  pelvic  portion. 

Bight  Thigh.  On  being  placed  in  ap- 
position with  the  pelvic  portion,  the  bone, 
flesh  and  skin  corresponded  perfectly. — 
Good  muscular  development  with  but  little 
of  fatty  matter.  Patella  (knee-pan)attach- 
ed.  Some  ossification  of  the  femoral  ar- 
tery. 

Left  Thigh.  Had  a  string  with  loose 
ends,  about  two  and  a  half  feet  long,  tied 
around  just  above  the  cordyle.  Patella 
attached.  On  being  placed  in  apposition 
with  the  pelvis,  the  bones  corresponded, 
but  some  pertion  of  the  skin  and  flesh  ap- 
peared to  have  been  removed,  or  contract- 
ed from  artificial  means  on  the  anterior 
portion  of  the  thigh,  and  somewhat  on  oth- 
er parts  ;  there  were  appearances  apparent- 
ly of  the  action  of  fire  or  some  caustic 
matter. 

Left  Leg.  Of  natural  appearance,  fair 
size,  and  on  being  placed  in  apposition 
with  the  left  thigh,  the  articulation  corres- 
ponded. 

MEASUREMENTS. 

INCHES.    INCHES.. 

Thoracic  portion,  length,  171 

"  "       below  axil- 

la, circumference,  30 

Polvio  portion,  length,  91 

"  "       circumference 

below  crest  of  ilium,  30 J 

Both  thighs,  (of  same  length)  18 

"         "       circumference  of 
laraeet  part  of  each,  ISj 

Left  leg,  length  to   t!ie  outer 


malleolus, 


16 


Total,  61 

Deduct  distance  from  bottom  of  pelvis 
to  top  of  acetabulum,  3f 

All  the  parts  being  placed  in  apposi- 
tion, the  distance  from  the  seventh 
cerrical  vertebra  to  the  outer  malle- 
olus, 57  J 

Difference,  | 

Circumference  of  largest  part  of  left  legl2| 
Right  kidney,  afterwards    discovered, 

much  contracted  and  discolored. 
Distance  from  sole  of  foot  to  the  outer 

malleolus  on  another  subject,  3 

Distance  from  top  of  head  to  sixth  cer- 
rical vertebra,  10 

Total  height,  five  feet  ten  and  a  half 
inches,  or  70i 

These  portions  appeared  to  belong  to  a 
person  of  between  50  and  60  years  of  age. 
The  muscular  system  was  well  developed, 
and  but  very  little  adipose  ffatty)  matter. 
The  fragments  of  bones  found  in  the  ashes 
and  cinders  from  the  furnace  in  Dr.  Web- 
ster's laboratory,  contained  in  one  of  the 
boxes,  were,  1st.  Fragments  of  a  cranium, 
(.head)  thirty  or  forty  pieces.  2d.  Frag- 
ments of  a  temporal  bone.  3d.  Coronoid 
portion  of  the  lower  jaw,  probably  that  of 
an  elderly  person.  4th.  A  portion  of  the 
lower  jaw,  right  side,  containing  a  part  of 
the  dental  canal.  5th.  A  fragment  of  a 
first  cerrical  vertebra.  6th.  The  body  of 
a  cerrical  vertebra.  7lh.  Fragment  of  a 
humerus.  8th.  Terminal  phalena  of  a 
finger.  9th.  Fragments  of  a  tibra  or  leg 
bone.  10th.  Fragments  of  metatarsal  bones. 
11th.  Right  OS  calcis.  (heel  bone)  12th. 
Right  astragalus.  13th.  Several  pieces 
of  mineral  teeth,  corresponding  to  the 
mould  made  by  Dr.  N.  C.  Keep  for  Dr. 
G.  Parkman.  Many  fragments  undeter- 
mined. 

I  knew  Dr.  Parkman  and  saw  nothing 
in  the  appearance  of  the  limbs  and  body 
submitted  for  examination  dissimilar  from 
what  I  should  expect  to  find  in  the  body  of 
Dr.  Parkman.  It  bore  no  indication  of  be- 
ing a  subject  for  dissection.  The  remains 
were  doubtless  one  and  the  same  body.  A 
block  of  mineral  teeth,  about  2  inches  long 
j  was  handed  to  me,  which  I  subsequently 
gave  to  Dr.  Keep,  a  dentist.  He  after- 
wards returned  them  to  me,  and  I  placed 
them  in  care  of  the  Coroner. 
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Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Sohier.  I  have 
been  acquainted  with  Dr.  Parkman  about 
20  years  If  I  had  ho*  been  told  Dr.  Park- 
man  was  missing',  should  not  have  thought 
that  it  was  his  body.  There  were  no  pe- 
culiar marks  about  the  body.  We  can  get 
very  near  to  the  height  of  a  body  by  com- 
parison, as  in  this  instance  ;  I  should  think 
within  half  an  inch. 

The  opening  in  the  chest  I  think  was  a 
stab.  It  had  been  eifacted  by  some  chem- 
ical agency.  The  aperture  was  on  the  left 
side.     The  flesh  was  very  soft  from  the  ac- 


in  which  the  body  was  separated  exhibited 
some  anatomical  knowledge  ;  the  separft^ 
tion  of  the  head  from  the  trunk  was  dono 
by  sawing  ;  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the 
thigh  from  the  hip  ;  in  this  instance,  do 
proficient  anatomical  knowledge  was  dis- 
played, but  a  certain  degree.  I  saw  the 
aperture  in  the  side  while  an  officer  was 
moving  the  body;  had  not  noticed  it  be- 
fore ;  I  examined  it,  and  thought  it  waa 
made  by  a  stick  in  the  hands  of  the  officer. 
Cross-examined  by  Sohier.  I  had  the 
impression  that  the  opening  was  made  by  a 
tion  of  this  chemical  agency.     Cannot  tell  stick  with  which  the  police  officer  was  mov- 


whether  the  aperture  or  wound  was  made 
before  or  after  death.  We  discovered  no 
marks  upon  the  ribs  ;  might  say  a  person 
of  similar  frame  would  contain  2  gallons  of 
blood  ;  very  little  blood  is  found  in  subjects 
for  dissection  ;  ]  saw  the  furnace  ;  cannot 
tell  with  any  accuracy,  how  long  it  would 
take  to  consume  by  the  action  of  fire  the 
parts  of  the  body  missing.  I  think  the 
remains  were  those  of  a  man  about  56 
years  old ;  it  might  vary  ten  years.  The 
lower  limbs  showed  great  muscular  devel- 
opment. 

By  Mr.  CLIFFORD.  From  the  wound 
in  the  side  he  would  have  bled  interaally, 
into  the  cavity  of  the  chest. 

Dr.  J.  W.  STONE.  Signed  the  report 
with  Drs.  Lewis  and  Gay.  The  remains 
exhibited  an  unusual  quantity  of  hair  on 
the  back  ;  the  lower  limbs  exhibited  great 


ing  the    trunk 


I  merely  looked  into  the 
opening ;  saw  no  indications  that  a  knife 
had  been  used. 

Dr.  WOODBRIDGE  STRONG.  This 
witness  was  called  as  an  anatomist  and  ex- 
amined in  relation  to  the  action  of  fire  up- 
on human  flesh.  A  pirate  who  had  been 
hanged  was  given  me  to  dissect,  by  the 
Ignited  States  Marshal ;  he  was  a  large 
man,  with  a  cood  deal  of  fat ;  I  kindled  a 


large 


fire, 


anci 


laid  the  flesh  and  muscles 
upon  it  ;  I  set  up  all  night,  kept  a  roaring 
fire,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  rid  of 
the  flesh  ;  a  large  portion  was  left  in  the 
morning.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to 
burn  flesh.  Pitch  pine  is  perhaps  the  best 
kind  of  fuel.  I  knew  Dr.  Parkman  for 
some  years.  I  saw  him  on  the  day  on  which 
he  disappeared.  I  was  at  the  Medical  Col- 
lecre    on  Tuesday  following   the   finding  of 


muscular  development;  on  one  side  of  the  the  remains ;  it  was  about  the  middle  of 
trunk  the  hair  had  apparently  been  burned  ;  ]  the  day.  I  saw  parts  of  a  body  lying  on  a 
we  say  in  the  report  that  he  was  between  50  table.  I  saw  the  aperture  and  the  lower 
and  60  years  of  age.  1  knew  Dr.  Park-  part  af  the  sixth  rib  in  a  direct  line  with  it, 
man  ;  have  known  him  five  or  six  years. —  saw  distinctly  a  mark  made  by  a  knife  ;  the 
Saw  nothing  in  the  remains  by  which  T  flesh  at  the  opening  had  the  appearance  of 
would  suppose  that  it  might  not  have  been  having  been  cut  when  alive,  as  the  skin  was 
Dr.  Parkman.  The  natural  conclusion  drawn  back,  and  its  appearance  was  entire- 
was,  that  the  person  who  cut  \ip  the  body.ly  different  from  what  it  would  be  if  made 
knew  something  of  anatomical  science  ;  the  after  death.  I  then  thought  the  stab  might 
breast  bone  was  removed  and  the  joints  have  destroyed  life.  The  interior  parts  of 
separated  as  a  surgeon  would  do  it.  The  the  trunk  were  unusually  bloody  ;  the  blood 
body  had   no  appearance    of  having  been  from  such  a   wound  would  pass  internally 


prepared  for  dissection 

Cross-examined   by  Sohier. 


There  was 


I  observed  the  hair  on  the  breast  and  other 
parts  of  the  body  ;  the    skin  had   such  an 


no  appearance  of  a  stab  when  we  examined  |  appearance  as  age  brings  upon  us ;  I  think 
the  body  the  first  day.  The  next  day  1  j  the  person  must  have  been  between  50  and 
heard  there  was  such  an  appearance,  but  I  j  GO ;  slight  ossification  was  also  apparent, 
did  not  see  it.  There  were  marks  of  fire  I  which  is  seldom  seen  under  fifty  ;  the  body 
upon  some  parts  of  the  body.  j  in    its  narrow   formation    across  the  chest 

By  Mr.  Clifford.  The  membrane  was  and  hips  was  peculiar  ;  the  trunk  was  un- 
perforated  in  some  places  between  the  ribs  ;  j  usal  for  length,  and  these,  together  with  tho 
there  was  no  mark   of  a  knife  on  the  ribs,  i  color  of  the  hair,  made  me  think  it  was  Dr. 

Dr.  GEORGE  H.  GAY.  I  am  one  of!  Parkman's  body.  There  was  nothing  di»- 
the  physicians  who  signed  the  report.  I  •  similar  to  my  ideas  of  Dr.  Parkmaa's  bod- 
agree  now  with  its  statements  ;  tho  manner'  ily  formation. 
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Cross-examined  by  Merrick.  I  have  i  manner  of  opening  the  body,  that  shewed 
always  taken  a  strong  interest  in  the  study  some  knowledge  of  anatomy.  In  the  sepa- 
of  anatomy,  and  observe  closely  people  ration  of  the  thigh  from  the  hip,  there  was 
whom  I  meet.  I  pay  great  attention  to  no  hacking,  but  the  operation  appeared  to 
observing  the  peculiarities  of  the  human  be  neatly  done-  I  heard  the  testimony  of 
form,  in  the  street,  and  elsewhere. —  of  Drs.  Stone  and  Gay  in  relation  to 
It  was  Monday  when  1  first  called  at  the  their  examination  of  the  remains  and  agree 
Medical  College.  I  think  the  stove  in  the  with  them  in  their  conclusions  as  to  the  age 
laboratory  would  have  been  much  better  to;  and  person  of  the  remains.  I  was  acquaint- 
burn  a  human  body  than  the  furnace.  1  ed  with  the  late  Dr.  Parkman  ;  discovered 
have  burned  human  flesh  in  a  common  nothing  iu  these  remains  dissimilar  to  what 
stove  ;  by  putting  in  too  much  flesh  at  a .  his  remains  should  have  been, 
time  it  will  put  the  fire  out.  From  the '  [The  report  of  Dr.  Jackson  was  now 
stab    between   the   6th  and  7th   ribs,  the  submitted  to  him,  and  certified  to    be  his. 


blood    would  nearly    all  flow    internally; 
death  would  ensue  very  soon.     Cannot  ex- 


Mr.  Bemis  now  read  this  report.     The  re- 
port states  in  detail  the  results  of   the  ex- 


actly tell  the  quantity  of  blood  ia  a  man  of  amination,  found  stains  apparently  of  blood 
Dr.  Parknian's  age  and  figure.  ,on    chips,   sundry  bones  mentioned,  blocks 

Dr.  F.  S.  AIXSWORTH.  I  am  dem-iof  teeth,  a  shirt  button,  masses  of  metal 
onstrator  of  Anatomy  at  the  Medical  Col-  and  lead,  supposed  to  be  from  a  tea  chest, 
lege.  Every  subject  brought  to  the  Col- '.  In  the  metal  thirty  grains  of  gold  were 
lege    must  pass  through  my  hands  before 'found.] 

being    given  to  the    students.     I    keep  a{      EKaminatiou  resumed.     Since  my  intei - 
record  of  ail  subjects    brought  to  the  Col- ^  view  with  Dr.    Gay,  at    that  time,  I    ha^v  • 
lege,  and    those  disposed  ot     On  learning  been   instructed  by  the  police  to  take  po 
the  fact  that  parts  of    a  human  body    had  [session  of  the  articles  left  with  Dr.  Gay.- 
been   found,  I  referred  to   mv    record  and  i  Took  the  bloodvessels  which  1  save  to  Dj 
found  no  additional  entry  had  been  made. —  jGay,  and  delivered  them   to  Dr.  Crosby, 
X  examined  the  remains  found  in  the  vault  |  chemist,  for  examination.     Found  that  pot 
of  the  priv}',  and  was  satisfied  that  it   had 'ash   had  been  applied    to  the  remains;  its 
never  been  brought   to  me^  or   to  the  Cui-i  effect  is  to  soften,  to  dissolve.     Jf  desirous 
lege   for  dissection.     Subjects    are   always  of  decomposing  a  body,  I  should  dissolve 
prepared  for    dissection    by  injecting  into  the  potash  and  boil  the  body  in  ir,  precise- 
the  arteries  prepared   fluid.     I    examined  ly  as  I  should  make  soap,     if  the  body  was 
the  body  found,  with  reference    to  ascer-|cut  up  in  small  pieces  and  dissolved  in  poi- 
taining    if  it  had  been    so  prepared,    and 'ash,  it  might  be    dissolved  in  a    few  hours, 
found  ic  not  to  be  the  case.    Prof.  Webster  1  should  think  it   would  require  one  half  of 
has  no  necessary  or  official  intercourse  with'  the  weight  of  the  body  in  potash  to  dissolve 
the  Anatomical  Society.     'Mj    impression  the  body. 

was  that  the  person  who  cut  up  the  re-'  I  went  over  Dr.  Webster's  laboratory. — 
mains  had  no  knowledge  of  the  science  of  |  The  largest  vessel  I  saw  there,  not  at  that 
Anatomy.  Ho  may  have  seen  a  body  cut '  time,  however,  was  a  tin  boiler,  such  as  is 
up,  but  I  do  not  think  he  could  ever  have  used  in  washing  clothes,  from  a  foot  to  fif- 
takeu  the  knife  in  his  own  hand.  j  teen   inches  square.     The   vessel  was  not 

V  The  breast  bone  was  cut  out  in  the  only; large  enough  to  put  in  the  body  without 
^f  ay  in  which  it  could  have  been  done  with 'cutting  it  up.  The  next  best  article  for 
a  knife.  There  is  a  joint  connecting  the  i  dissolving  the  body  is  nitric  acid.  To  dis- 
t:ollar  bone  with  the  breast  bone.  (solve  the   body,  bones   and   all,  would  re- 

Dr.  CHARLES  T.  JACKSOX.  I  am  quire  of  this  acid  about  the  weight  of  the 
a  chemiit  by  profession.  1  was  called  to !  body.  The  dissolution  would  take  place 
;the  Mescal  College  on  Saturday  afternoon  I  more  rapidly  at  a  boiling  heat  than  at  any 
Dae.  1st,  lS49,  and  met  Dr.  Martin  Gay  other  heat.  This  operation  would  require 
and  Dr.  Lewis.  To  Dr.  Gay  and  my=elf  a  vessel  of  porcelain  or  glass.  There  was 
were  assigned  the  remains  for  chemical  ex-  \  no  vessel  of  this  kind  in  the  laboratory  large 
amination  ;  the  contents  of  a  small  assay  enough  to  dissolve  any  considerable  quanti- 
furnace  were  also  subiiiitted  to  us  for  ex- 
amination. I  did  examine  the  remains 
found,  but  did  not  think  they  had  been 
used  for  anatomical  purposes.  There  was 
something    about    thc-m,    particularly    the 


ty  of  matter  by  this  method 
j  In  my  examination  I  found  several  bot- 
tles containing  five  or  six  pounds  each  of 
this  acid  ;  in  these  bottles  were  nitric  acid 
and  also   muriatic  acid.     There   were  not 
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over  ten  pounds  of  nitric  acid.  On  the  side 
wall  of  the  staircase  leading  from  the  lec- 
ture room  to  the  laboratory,  there  were 
drops  of  a  green  liquid,  and  dark  stains  on 
the  staircase.  1  sent  to  my  laboratory 
and  got  some  filtering  paper  to  absorb 
this  fluid.  Dr.  Gay  took  the  paper,  ab- 
sorbed the  fluid  upon  it,  and  carried  it  away. 
Since  then  I  have  examined  that  paper  ;  1 
find  that  fluid  is  nitrate  of  copper.  These 
spots  were  very  abundant  along  the  side 
wall  down  the  staircase.  At  that  time 
these  spots  were  fluids  ;  they  have  since 
dried  up.  These  spots  on  the  wall  appear- 
ed to  coincide  with  the  dark  stains  on  the 
staircase.  They  were  more  abundant  tow- 
ards the  bottom  of  the  stairs.  It  had  the 
appearance  of  having  been  spilt  on  each 
stair  successively,  and  not  to  have  run 
down  the  stairs. 

The  nitrate  of  copper  will  remain  a  fluid 
a  long  time,  from  its  attraction  of  moisture. 
The  taste  of  this  article  is  very  stringent, 
of  a  coppery  character.  I  was  requested 
by  the  government  to  examine  the  effect  of 
nitrate  of  copper  upon  the  human  blood.  I 
referred  the  matter  to  Dr.  Wyman  for  mic- 
roscopic examination.  I  was  present  on 
Sunday  when  the  pantaloons  were  found 
which  had  the  appearance  of  blood  upon 
them  ;  from  these  and  from  a  pair  of  slip- 
pers, pieces  were  cut  off  by  Dr.  Wyman 
for  microscopic  examination.  The  micro- 
scope is  the  best  test  of  human  blood. — 
Sundry  pieces  of  copper  were  found  in  the 
ash-pit  which  had  nitrate  of  copper  upon 
them.  These  pieces  which  Dr.  Jackson 
had  in  his  possession  were  now  exhibited  to 
the  jury.  In  handing  them  around  he  said 
the  nitrate  of  copper  was  still  adhering  to 
•them.  The  pearl  shirt  button  found  in  the 
furnace  was  given  to  Dr.  Gay,but  had  not 
been  examined  by  me  since.  The  quanti- 
ty of  gold  found  in  the  furnace  weighed  in 
all  about  173  grains,  sixty-five  hundredths. 
On  being  shown  several  teeth,  believes  the 
gold  in  them  to  be  like  the  gold  in  the  fur- 
nace. The  value  of  the  gold  found  was  six 
dollars  ninety-four  cents.  Saw  some  of 
the  gold  taken  from  the  furnace  ;  appear- 
ance indicated  heat  of  a  high  temperature. 
Have  known  the  defendant  for  eorae  time, 
and  have  been  associated  with  him  in  chem- 
ical experiments.  Have  seen  a  knife  now 
exhibited  before ;  think  1  have  seen  it  at 
the  laboratory  of  Dr.  Webster  at  the  old 
Medical  College  in  Mason  street.  The 
College  was  removed  in  1846.  The  knife 
was  shown  me  at  the  Medical  College  in 
Grove  street :  found  on   it  a   little  oil  and 


whiting,  apparently  put  on  for  cleaning  it. 
It  was  scraped  off  and  I  carried  it  home,but 
did  not  prove  to  be  of  any  consequence. — 
The  whiting  was  not  then  dry,  was  about  as 
soft  as  putty.     I  did  not  take  much  notice 
of  the  handle  of  the  knife. 
I      I  have  noticed   the  height  of   Dr.  Park- 
man  ;  it  was  about  that  of  my   own,  which 
is   some  five    feet  eleven   inches.     On  the 
'  supposition   that  flesh    had  been  consumed 
in    the    furnace    mentioned,  the  draught, 
;  which   was   strong,  would    have  been  suffi- 
cient to  carry  off  the  odor.     1  did  not  ex- 
tract from  the    cinders  all    the  gold  which 
was  contained   in  them — only    the    coarse 
portions.     There  was  about  a  half   a  peck 
;of  ashes,  and   two    quarts  of  cinders  and 
'coal. 

j  Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Sohier.  I  as- 
I  certained  myself  that  the  fluid  on  the  wall 
j  was  nitrate  of  copper.  Should  not  have 
[Supposed  the  remains  found,  from  the  ap- 
ipearance  alone,  to  be  those  of  Dr.  Park- 
man.  The  hair  found  on  the  remains  was 
singed,  having  the  peculiar  appearance  of 
the  acting  of  potash.  On  the  left  side  of 
the  thorax,  back,  and  the  two  ends  was 
found  potash.  Should  think  cut  up  in 
small  pieces,  in  a  suitable  vessel,  nitric 
acid  would  dissolve  a  body,  bones  and  all, 
in  half  a  day.  The  boiler  I  saw  had  noth- 
ing in  it.  The  green  fluid  on  the  wall 
might  have  been  there  two  weeks.  The 
white  substance  on  the  knife,  I  supposed  to 
have  been  whiting  used  for  cleaning  the 
same.  1  he  coal  used  in  the  furnace  was 
anthracite.  I  saw  part  of  the  gold  taken 
from  the  ashes.  The  parts  of  the  thorax 
examined,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  long 
subjected  to  the  potash.  A  few  minutes, 
by  the  action  of  the  potash  and  fire,  would 
have  produced  the  appearance  exhibited. 
The  time  could  not  be  ascertained  exactly. 
The  green  spots  were  taken  from  the  sides 
of  the  stairs. 

By  the  Government.  Trying  the  exper- 
iment of  nitrate  of  copper  on  a  piece  of 
pine,  shows  the  sam.e  brown  stain  found  on 
the  stairs.  This  piece  of  pine  was  exhibit- 
ed in  court.  Pieces  of  charcoal  were  tound 
in  the  ashes  of  the  furnace. 

RICHARD  CROSSLY.  I  am  a  prac- 
tical chemist,  an  assistant  in  the  laboratory 
of  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jacksen ;  have  made  that 
a  business  for  several  years.  Have  made 
I  some  experiments  on  the  blood  vessels 
which  were  in  possession  of  Dr.  Gay.  The 
usual  injections  in  such  vessels  in  subjects 
for  dissection,  are  arsenic  acid  and  chloride 
of  zinc.     On    examination  of  these   blood 
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vessels  did  not  detect  either  of  these  solu- 
tions. 

Dr.  NATHAN  C.  KEEP.  I  am  a  sur- 
preon  dentist ;  have  been  in  practice  as  such 
near  thirty  years.  I  am  a  neighbor  of  Dr. 
Lewis.  Have  had  occasion  to  pay  attea- 
tion  to  both  natural  and  artificial  teeth. — 
Knew  Dr.  George  Parkman  first,  when  a 
student  with  Dr.  Randall.  As  early  as  in 
1825,  was  employed  as  a  family  dentist  by 
him,  and  have  continued  to  act  in  that  ca- 
pacity. I  have  been  shown  a  block  of  min- 
eral teeth.  Recognized  the  teeth  shown 
roe,  as  some  made  by  me  for  Dr.  Parkman 
in  1S46.  The  teeth  now  shown  to  me  are 
the  same  ;  am  able  to  recognize  them  from 
the  peculiarity  of  Dr.  Parkman's  mouth, 
in  the  relation  of  the  upper  and  lower  jaw. 
The  impression  left  on  my  mind  on  first 
examining  it  is  very  distinct  ;  I  remember 
the  peculiarities  with  great  exactness.  He 
first  asked  me  how  long  it  would  take  to 
make  these  teeth  ;  on  letting  him  know  how 
long,  I  asked  him  why  he  wished  to  know. 
He  said  the  Medical  College  was  to  be 
opened  in  a  few  days  from  the  time,  when 
he  expected  to  be  called  upon  to  speak. — 
He  did  not  wish  to  order  them  unless  he 
could  have  them  at  the  time.  He  wished 
them  to  be  made  with  as  much  skill  as 
could  be  used.  I  began  upon  them  imme- 
diately. Gave  much  time  to  the  subject. 
Saw  him  frequently   while    it    was  in  pro 


gress, 


and   from  these  circumstances    am 


enabled  to  remember  the  matter  more  dis- 
tinctly than  otherwise.  The  first  step  in 
the  business  was  to  take  a  fae-simile  of  each 
jaw.  This  was  done  with  wax  [The  plas- 
ter cast  of  the  lower  jaw  of  Dr.  Parkman 
was  here  exhibited  by  Dr.  Keep.] 

There  were  at  the  time  four  natural  teeth 
&nd  three  roots  or  stumps  of  teeth.  [Dr. 
Keep  here  stated  with  great  minuteness  the 
method  of  taking  the  cast,  of  making  the 
block  of  teeth,  and  exhibited  the  metallic 
plate,  or  die,  which  was  put  into  the  mouth 
of  Dr.  Parkman  to  ascertain  whether  it 
was  exact  or  not  before  making  the  teeth. 
The  pattern  plate  of  the  upper  jaw  was 
also  exhibited  ]  The  two  casts  now  be- 
fore me,  show  both  the  two  jaws  separately, 
and  the  jaws  in  their  relative  position.—- 
The  great  irregularity  of  the  lower  jaw  re- 
quired a  peculiar  arrangement  to  make 
the  teeth  fit  with  exactness.  In  this  case 
of  Dr.  Parkman,  the  upper  teeth  were  in 
three  blocks.  The  lower  teeth  were  also  in 
three  blocks,  but  not  made  whole  in  con- 
ficquence  of  the  natural  teeth  which  re- 
mained.    The    largest   block    was    on  the 


back  of  the  left  side  of  the  jaw,  the  next 
largest  was  on  the  opposite  side.  An  in- 
jury to  one  of  the  teeth  required  me  to  la- 
bor most  of  the  time  on  the  night  before 
the  Medical  College  was  opened.  The 
teeth  were  finally  finished  .30  minutes  be- 
fore the  time  for  the  opening  of  the  Col- 
lege. 

When  I  next  saw  the  Doctor,  he  said  he 
had  not  room  for  his  tongue.  To  obviate 
that  difficulty,  I  ground  the  side  of  the  low- 
er jaw  next  the  tongue,  to  give  more 
room.  The  grinding  at  the  time  was  not 
accomplished  with  much  ease.  This  grind- 
ing removed  the  pink  color  of  the  plate,  a 
portion  of  the  enamel,  and  injured  the 
beauty  of  the  teeth.  Being  ground  on  & 
very  small  wheel,  the  shape  was  peculiar. 
I  saw  Dr.  Parkman  occasionally  after  that, 
in  relation  to  his  teeth.  About  two  weeks 
before  his  disappearance  he  called  on  me, 
having  broken  a  spring  to  his  teeth.  This 
was  about  10  o'clock  at  night.  1  had  re- 
tired early,  from  being  unwell.  To  attend 
to  him,  1  arose  and  examined  his  teeth 
thoroughly,  and  mended  the  spring.  This 
was  my  last  professional  intercourse  with 
him.  The  day  before  his  disappearance 
he  called  on  me  between  1  and  2  o'clock, 
to  make  inquiries  concerning  a  servant  who 
had  lived  with  me.  I  went  to  Longmead- 
ow  to  pass  Thanksgiving,  and  returned  on 
the  Monday  following.  Was  told  that  Dr. 
Lewis  wanted  to  see  me.  At  that  time  Dr. 
Lewis  presented  to  me  the  portions  of  min- 
eral teeth  now  in  my  hands,  saying  he  was 
requested  to  bring  them  to  me  for  exami- 
nation. On  looking  at  them,  I  recognized 
them  as  portions  of  the  same  teeth  I  made 
for  Dr.  Parkman.  The  most  perfect  por- 
tion remaining  was  the  block  belonging  to* 
the  left  side  of  the  lower  jaw.  The  shape 
and  outlines  of  them  were  recognized  as 
the  same  which  I  remembered  as  working 
on  so  long.  Several  of  the  other  portions 
were  very  much  injured  by  exposure  to  fire. 
1  looked  for  the  model  from  which  those 
teeth  were  made.  On  comparing  the  left 
:  lower  block  with  the  model,  the  resemblance 
was  very  striking.  [The  witness  appeared 
much  afi"ected  at  this  point  of  the  testimo- 
ny. He  then  went  on  to  point  out  the  po- 
sitions of  the  several  teeth  in  his  hands,  to 
the  different  blocks,  and  described  some  of 
the  injuries  done  to  them.] 

Among  the  remains  were  found  five 
portions  of  blocks,  the  places  of  which 
were  identified  by  me,  and  one  piece  which 
was  not  identified.  [The  moulds  and  teeth 
were  now  exhibited  to  the  jury  and  the  court 
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and  the  points  of  resemblance,  with  the 
places  where  the  teeth  belonged  were  point- 
ed out.]  Among  the  portions  of  the  mine- 
ral teeth  are  found  some  minute  portions  of 
gold.  The  gold  found  is  what  is  called 
cancellated.  The  last  time  the  doctor 
called  upon  me,  I  saw  his  teeth  as  he  con- 
versed. The  presumption  is,  from  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  teeth,  that  when  burnt, 
they  were  in  the  head,  or  muffled.  If 
thrown  into  the  fire  without  being  muffled, 
they  would  have  been  exploded  into  a  mul- 
titude of  pieces,  especially  after  the  teeth 
had  been  warm.  With  these  teeth  were 
found  portions  of  the  jaw.  My  assistant  in 
making  these  teeth  was  Mr.  Noble,  now  at- 
tending his  studies  in  the  Baltimore  college. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Sohier.  The 
particular  circumstances  of  making  these 
teeth  have  seldom  been  out  of  my  mind  ; 
whenever  1  saw  Dr.  Parkman  I  thought  of 
them.  I  do  not  think  I  have  taken  any 
pains  to  recollect  the  matter.  The  first 
thing  I  thought  of  when  seeing  the  teeth 
brought  to  me  by  Dr.  Lewis,  was  that  they 
were  those  I  made  for  Dr.  Parkman.  The 
name  of  Dr.  P.  on  the  mould  was  put  on 
at  the  time  of  making  them.  The  mould 
was  preserved  in  case  of  necessity  for  fu- 
ture use.  Dr.  P.  had  previously  had  a 
smaller  block  of  teeth.  This  was  just  pre- 
vious to  his  going  to  Europe.  Dr.  Park- 
man  had  no  single  or  separate  teeth  to  wear 
after  the  block  made  for  him. 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  witness  pointed  out  where  the 
natural  teeth  remaining  in  the  jaws  were  sit- 
uated. One  of  the  roots  of  the  natural 
teeth  adhering  to  the  block  of  mineral  teeth 
was  broken  off  while  before  the  Grand  Ju- 
ry. VVhen  handed  to  me  by  Dr.  Lewis, 
there  were  three  blocks  together — two  back 
blocks  and  one  upper ;  one  of  them  has 
since  been  separated  from  the  others. 

Dr.  LESTER  NOBLE.  1  was  former- 
ly an  assistant  of  Dr.  Keep.  I  recollect 
working  upon  teeth  for  Dr.  Parkman  in  the 
Autumn  of  1S46.  The  writing  of  the  name 
of  Dr.  Parkman  on  the  mould  spoken  of,  is 
in  my  hand,  dated  October  1846.  The 
teeth  were  first  exhibited  to  me  in  their 
present  condition  in  the  pre.sence  of  the 
Attorney  General  and  the  City  Marshal. — 
I  remember  the  toeth  from  their  general 
shape  and  configuration.  They  struck  me 
at  first  sight  as  being  those  made  for  Dr. 
Parkman.  In  looking  at  them  carefully  I 
saw  several  peculiaritica  in  making  and 
putting  them  together,  particularly  their 
appearance  of  having  b-ecu  ground.     I  eaw 


Dr.  Keep  grind  the  teeth  of  Dr.  Parkman. 
They  were  ground  after  they  had  been  used. 
I  see  as  good  reason  to  believe  these  are 
the  teeth  made  for  Dr.  Parkman,  as  I  have 
of  any  fact.  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt 
they  are  the  same  teeth.  The  proraptnesa 
required  of  us  in  making  the  teeth,  which 
was  characteristic  of  Dr.  Parkman,  fixes 
the  fact  of  making  them,  in  my  mind. — ■ 
The  occasion  was  that  of  the  opening  of  the 
Medical  College.  Delay  was  occasioned 
by  the  spoiling  of  one  of  the  blocks,  which 
required  me  to  work  nearly  all  night. — 
They  were  done  just  in  time  for  the  Doc- 
tor to  use  them  at  the  College.  I  went  to 
the  College  and  sat  where  I  could  see  how 
the  teeth  operated  while  the  Doctor  was 
speaking. 

I  have  an  impression  the  opening  of  tho 
Medical  College  was  in  the  early  part  of 
November,  1846.  The  time  required  for 
the  work  of  making  the  teeth,  was  a  num- 
ber of  days.  I  have  put  blocks  of  teeth  in- 
to  the  fire  to  try  them,  and  have  never 
found  any  but  what  were  cracked  by  the 
operation.  The  teeth  may  be  gradually 
heated  and  cooled  without  injury.  I  coin- 
cide with  Dr.  Keep  in  what  he  sa^-s  in  re- 
lation to  the  action  of  fire  and  water  upon 
them.  At  some  period  subsequent  to  tho 
fiuishing  of  the  toeth.  Dr.  Parkman  came 
to  the  office  with  two  of  his  teeth  bent  to- 
gether by  some  means.  They  were  re- 
paired by  me. 

Dr.  JEFFRIES  VVYMAN.  I  am  Pro- 
fessor of  Anatomy  in  Harvard  College ; 
have  been  a  teacher  of  Anatomy  for  the 
last  eight  years.  I  first  went  to  the  Med- 
ical College  in  relation  to  the  subject  of 
remains  found,  on  Saturday,  Dec.  2.  My 
attention  was  called  particularly  to  the 
bones  found  in  the  furnace.  I  made  tho 
first  catalogue  of  the  bones,  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  report  made  before  the  Coro- 
ner's Inquest.  The  bos  now  before  me 
contains  the  bones  there  found.  On  enter- 
ing the  room  I  saw  the  remains  in  tho  pos- 
session of  Drs.  Lewis  and  Gay.  The  dia- 
grain  before  me,  exhibits  the  bones.  [Thia 
diagram  was  exhibited  to  the  jury.]  The 
portions  of  remains  did  not  appear  to  havo 
been  those  of  a  subject  for  dissection.  The 
appearance  of  them  indicated  a  knowledge 
of  anatomy  by  the  person  who  dissected  the 
remains  ;  this  was  shown  in  several  partic- 
ulars. My  attention  was  not  attracted  to 
the  manner  of  separating,  the  head  from 
the  trunk.  I  coincide  with  other  medical 
gentlomoo  in  relation  to  the  parts  found.— 
I  ehould  ju'^go  the  person  to  whom  ihej  be^- 
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must  have  been  some  one  past  the 
middle  period  of  life.  On  turning  the 
trunk  over  my  attention  was  arrested  by 
the  quantity  of  hair  on  the  back — more 
than  I  had  ever  observed  on  any  body  be- 
fore. The  hair  was  about  the  middle  of 
the  back,  oa  each  side  of  the  spino. 

On  the  supposition  that  a  blow  had  been 
inflicted  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ribs,  the  flow  of  blood  outwardly  would 
have  depended  on  the  depth  of  the  stab. — 
In  case  of  the  efl^usion  of  the  blood  outward- 
ly there  would  have  been  no  difficulty  in 
removing  the  blood.  Post  mortem  exami- 
nations may  be  made  on  beds  without  the 
effusion  of  any  blood  upon  the  bed.  Cer- 
tain spots  on  the  stairway  near  the  bottom, 
were  called  to  my  attention,  which  proved 
to  be  tobacco  spittle.  [The  places  of  these 
spots  were  pointed  out  on  the  model.]  The 
spots  higher  up  on  the  stairs,  I  did  not  as- 
certain with  any  certainty.  These  were 
said  to  be  nitrate  of  copper.  I  did  make 
an  experiment  on  human  blood  with  nitrate 
of  copper,at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Jackson. 
The  action  of  it  was  not  immediate,  but  in 
the  course  of  a  few  hours  the  character  of 
the  blood  was  destroyed,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  seen  by  the  microscope.  Besides  this 
method  of  destroying  blood,  there  is  a 
chemical  means.  There  was  no  object  on 
the  building  on  which  blood  could  be  re- 
cognized. There  was  brought  to  me  a  pair 
of  slippers  and  a  pair  of  pantaloons  on 
which  there  was  supposed  to  be  blood. — 
[These  slippers  were  exhibited  to  the  jury.] 
I  satisfied  my.self  that  the  spots  on  them 
were  blood.  [The  pantaloons  found  on 
the  premises  were  also  exhibited  to  the  ju- 1 
ry.]  These  pantaloons  arc  marked  with 
the  name  of  Dr.  Webster.  From  micro- 
scopic examination,  I  was  satisfied  that  the 
spots  on  them  were  caused  by  blood.  The 
blood  did  not  appear  to  have  dropped  from 
any  great  height,  not  so  much  as  three  feet. 
The  spots  are  on  the  left  leg,  inside,  near 
the  bottom.  The  slippers  are  spotted  on 
the  right  side.  My  reason  for  believing 
the  blood  did  not  fall  far  is  that  it  did  not 
trickle  down. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  portion  of 
one  of  the  jaws,  1  made  a  diagram  showino; 
the  absence  of  some  of  the  teeth.  This 
was  before  I  saw  the  model  of  Dr.  Keep. — 
The  diagram  made  corresponds  generally 
with  that  model.  The  three  grinder  teeth 
on  the  right  side  in  the  jaw  exhibited,  had 
been  gone  so  long  that  the  parts  which  sup- 
ported them  had  also  disappeared.  The 
boucs  indicated  the  throwing  forward  of  the 


chin.  The  remaining  fragments  of  bones, 
aside  from  the  head,  were  two  pieces  of  the 
vertebrae  of  the  neck,  some  of  the  arms 
and  hands,  and  portions  of  the  right  leg 
below  the  knee,  the  instep  and  the  toe  ; 
have  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  those  be- 
longing to  the  right  leg.  This  portion  of 
the  right  leg  was  the  portion  which  was 
missing  from  the  other  portions  of  the  re- 
mains found  elsewhere.  In  all  the  frag- 
ments there  were  no  duplicates.  These 
bones  all  belong  to  missing  portions  of  the 
body.  I  examined  the  bones  of  the  teeth 
with  reference  to  the  effect  of  heat  upon 
them.  The  difference  of  fracture  in  such 
cases  has  reference  to  circumstances.  If 
while  in  the  fire  the  animal  matter  adhered 
to  them,  the  fracture  would  be  more  in  the 
nature  of  splintering  than  crumbling. 

Cross-examined.  From  the  experiment 
I  made,  I  should  consider  nitrate  of  copper 
effectual  in  removing  stains  of  blood.  Wa- 
ter would  answer  as  well  except  where  the 
blood  is  grained  into  the  wood.  I  should 
suppose  muriatic  acid  abetter  method.  It 
is  usually  estimated  by  physiologists  that 
the  quantity  of  blood  in  a  human  body  ia 
about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  weight  of  the 
body.  Generally  there  are  about  twenty- 
five  pounds,  which  is  about  the  same  num- 
ber of  pints.  The  only  spots  of  blood 
found,  were  those  I  have  mentioned  on  the 
pantaloons  and  slippers.  The  floor  of  the 
laboratory  was  taken  up  to  see  if  any  blood 
could  be  found,  but  without  success.  The 
floor  was  of  brick.  I  examined  the  thorax  ; 
saw  a  hole  between  the  sixth  and  seventh 
ribs  ;  my  own  impression  is  that  it  was  not 
made  by  a  knife.  The  cutting  up  of  the 
body  indicated  knowledge  sufficient  to  show 
where  to  separate  the  different  parts.  If 
blood  had  fallen  from  a  height  of  three  feet 
vertically,  it  would  trickle  down,  giving  the 
mark  that  of  an  oblong  figure.  After 
twenty-four  hours,  blood  usually  assumes  a 
darker  tint,  after  which  it  does  not  change. 
I  could  not  tell  how  long  the  spots  might 
have  been  on  the  pantaloons. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Sohier,  Dr.  Wyman 
said  that  with  the  microscope  he  could  not 
distinguish  the  blood  of  a  human  body  from 
that  of  an  ox. 

Dr.  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES.  I  am  a 
Professor  in  the  Medical  College.  I  remem- 
ber secinac  Dr.  Parkraan  on  the  occasion  of 
of  the  opening  of  the  Medical  College.  I  re- 
member his  teeth  at  the  time.  They  were 
very  long  and  white.  Dr.  Webster  lectures 
four  times  a  week  in  the  college,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  chemistry.   His  room  and  laboratory 
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form  apcTtion  distinct  from  the  rest  of  the 
establishment.  I  have  never  known  Dr. 
Webster  to  have  subjocts  for  dissection.— 
Prof  Webster's  lectures  are  from  12  to  1  : 
my  own  from  1  to  2.  I  saw  portions  of  the 
remains  found  at  the  college,  at  the  time 
they  were  found  ;  I  examined  them,  notap 
an  expert.  They  exhibited  marks  of  a 
knowledge  of  anatomy  in  the  person  whi' 
cut  them  up.  I  can  confirm  the  f'^nera! 
statement  which  has  been  made,  that  there 
was  no  botching  of  the  business. 

I  took  notice  of  discolorations  on  the  re- 
mains, which  1  at  first  might  have  supposed 
to  be  from  heat,  but  which  I  was  told 
was  from  the  action  of  caustics  ;  noticed 
the  hair  on  the  portions  of  the  body. — 
Knew  Dr.  Parkman  well  ;  did  not  see  any 
thing  in  these  remains  which  would  lead 
one  to  suppose  they  were  not  those  of  Dr. 
Parkman.  In  the  case  of  stabs,  the  out- 
ward effusion  of  blood  would  depend  on 
circumstances.  In  a  stab  between  th 
Bixth  and  seventh  ribs,  there  would  not  ne- 
cessarily be  much  outward  effusion  of 
blood.  My  lecture  commenced  on  the  day 
on  which  Dr.  Parkman  disappeared.  My 
room  is  directly  over  that  of  Dr.  Webster, 
I  never  was  disturbed  in  my  room  by  any 
noise  from  Dr.  Webster's.  The  rooms  are 
high  ;  they  have  been  occupied  three  years. 
in  all  which  time  there  have  been  regular 
chemical  courses. 

Cross-examined.  In  the  case  supposed, 
of  stabbing,  if  the  knife  went  up  it  would 
strike  into  the  heart;  if  down,  death  would 
not  probably  be  instantaneous.  If  the 
knife  went  up,  there  would  probably  be 
bleeding  internally  much,  externally  some; 
more  outwardly  in  this  case  than  if  the 
knife  went  in  any  other  direction.  When 
I  have  been  in  the  Demonstrator's  room,  on 
the  same  floor  with  that  of  Dr.  Webster's 
room, I  have  heard  applause  in  the  room  of 
the  latter.  In  the  case  of  hair,  already  men- 
tioned, I  cannot  say  that  it  was  singed  ;  I 
was  ready  to  believe  the  appearance  of  it, 
might  have  been  caused  by  potash ;  1  smelt 
no  odor  from  the  remains. 

By  the  Government  A  mortal  blow  on 
the  head  might  be  given  without  any  effu- 
sion of  blood. 

WM.  D.  EATON.  I  am  a  Police  offi- 
cer, and  had  something  to  do  with  the  find- 
ing of  tho  remains.  I  was  present  when 
the  thorax  was  taken  from  the  tea  chest. — 
I  had  been  searching  the  building  with 
Mr.  Fuller.  After  the  body  was  turned 
over,  and  taken  out  of  the  chest,  I  discov- 
ered a  small  hole    in  the  side,   which  I  im- 


mediately spoke  about.  The  hole  appear- 
ed as  though  it  might  have  been  made  by 
the  knife  found,  and  I  made  a  remark  to 
that  effect  to  Mr.  Fuller.  1  put  my  finser 
on  the  wound  ;  believe  it  was  on  the  left 
side.  I  saw  the  Wound  as  soon  as  I  brush- 
ed the  tan  off.  I  did  not  put  my  finger  iu 
the  wound,  as  Mr.  Fuller  said  it  had  better 
not  be  touched  until  the  Doctor  saw  it  — 
There  were  some  half  doizen  persons  pres- 
ent— Fuller,  Heath,  Butman,  Spurr  and 
Rice.  I  did  not  know  anyching  particular 
was  in  the  box  until  it  was  turned  over.  I 
turned  away,  leaving  Mr.  Fuller  to  take  out 
the  rest,  when  it  was  turned  over,  and  thp 
discovery  was  made.  J  saw  some  one  turn 
over  the  body  before  I  took  hold  of  it. 

Defence. 

Dr.  WINSLOW  LEWIS,  Jr.,  recalled. 
I  have  been  acquainted  with  Prof.  Webster 
for  about  thirty  years.  While  at  the  old 
Medical  College  I  recollect  of  going  to  hie 
rooms  when  I  could  not  get  admission. — 
The  cut  in  the  body  found  in  the  tea  chest 
was  any  thing  but  a  clean  cut  ;  could  not 
prove  that  it  must  have  been  made  before 
death.  I  finished  my  examination  of  the 
remains  on  Sunday  ;  I  do  not  recollect  that 
Dr.  Strong  was  present.  The  appearance 
of  the  lower  limbs  was  that  of  being  soaked 
in  water.  I  could  not  tell  whether  a  bone 
was  fractured  before  or  after  it  Was  cal- 
cined. 

Cross-examined.  I  do  not  regard  ray 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  calcination  of 
bones  so  highly  as  that  of  Dr.  Wyman.— 
There  would  be  less  likely  to  be  a  clean 
cut  after  death. 

Dr.  GAY.  We  finished  our  examina- 
tion on  Sunday.  I  saw  Dr.  Strong  on 
Monday.  The  cut  might  have  been  inflict- 
ed before  or  after  death.  The  limbs  look- 
ed as  though  they  had  been  macerated. 

Dr.  HOLMES.  There  arc  two  author- 
ities in  relation  to  the  quantity  of  blood  iu 
the  human  system  ;  one  says  about  27 
pounds  in  weight,  the  other  about  34 
pounds  ;  the  last  would  m^^asure  about  17 
quarts.  The  fracture  of  a  bnne  after  cal- 
cination depends  much  on  the  d>^gi'ee  of 
calcination.  I  have  broken  boaes  of  a  dif- 
ferent degree  of  calcination. 

Cross-examined.  1  should  not  defer  my 
opinion  in  respect  to  calcination  of  bones 
to  that  of  Dr.  Wyman  ;  the  matter  is  that 
of  a  simple  medical  fact,  easily  determined. 
I  examined  several  specimens  of  calcined 
bone,  and  could  not  tell  which  were  frac- 
tured during  life  and  which  afterwards.     I 
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did  not  say  any  man's  opinion  was  as  good 
as  another's.  I  simply  gave  my  own  opin- 
ion of  my  own  opinion. 

Prof.  EBEN.  N.  HORSFORD.     I  am 
an   instructor  in  the    Lawrence    Scientific 
School ;  gave    instruction  at  the  Medical 
College  in  Chemistry  since  Dr.  Webster's 
arrest.     I    have  nitrate  of    copper  in  my 
laboratory  and  have  seen  it   in  other  labo- 
ratories ;  there  are    occasions  for  its  use  in 
laboratories  ;  it  is  used  in  organic  analysis; 
either  in  the  analysis  of  plants  or  of  animal 
substances.     It  is   not  the  best  article  for 
use  in  the  removal  of  blood.     I  have  made 
experiments  with  nitric  acid  upon  beef  flesh 
and  bones.     In  the  course  of  five  hours  and 
twenty   minutes  it  had    dissolved   and  the 
liquid  was  clear.     I  have  dissolved  human 
muscle,  but  never  human  bones  ;  it  would 
dissolve  in  less  time  than  beef.     I  have  oc- 
casion  to  use    blood   not   unfrequently  in 
laboratories.     I  have  not  had  occasion  to 
use  gases  from    anatomical  vaults  ;  know 
that  such  gases  are  generated,  and  are  sub- 
jects of  examination.     After  going  to  Prof. 
Webster's  laboratory,   I    sent   out    to  his 
house    some    clothing,  consisting    of    two 
pairs  of  pantaloons,  one  or  two  coats,   a 
pair  of  overalls,  and   a  cap.     I  examined 
the  overalls  but  cursorily  at  the  time.     I 
have  since  examined  them  closely.     There 
■was  no  blood  found  upon  them.     As  far  as 
1   could  see,  they   were  in   the  same   state 
when  last  examined  as  they  were  at  first. 

Cross-examined.  I  found  these  things 
in  the  private  room  of  Dr.  Webster.  The 
policemen  had  had  them  for  a  pillow  ; 
I  found  nitric  acid  in  the  laboratory,  about 
15  or  16  pounds.  I  should  not  think  that 
to  decompose  human  flesh  and  bones  rapid- 
ly, it  would  require  more  than  the  weight 
of  the  body  in  nitric  acid.  It  would  be 
best  done  with  an  iron  vessel  lined  with 
porcelain.  No  offensive  gas  would  come 
from  the  decomposition  of  human  flesh  ;  the 
ofi'ensive  smell  would  be  from  the  nitric 
acid  in  the  laboratory.  Pure  nitrate  of 
copper  would  operate  slowly.  In  the  ex- 
periment I  made,  I  used  in  weight  more 
nitric  acid  than  flesh  and  bone. 

By  the  Attorney  General.  I  do  not 
think  that  nitric  acid  would  have  any  effect 
upon  mineral  teeth.  I  have  never  tried 
any  experiments  of  that  kind. 

WM.  T.  G.  MORTON.  I  have  prac- 
ticed dentistry  about  eight  years.  I  usual- 
ly manufacture  my  own  mineral  teeth.  I 
have  seen  Dr.  Keep's  work  ;  was  instruct- 
ed in  his  method  of  making  teeth. 


[Certain  teeth  were  now  exhibited  to  the 
witness.] 

I  do  not  see  any  marks  about  these  teeth 
by  which  they  might  be  identified.  I  should 
think  I  could  see  marks  of  grinding  on  the 
inside    of  these    teeth.     The   grinding   of 
teeth  to  make    room  for  the   tongue  is  no 
unusual  thing.     I  have  used  platinum  pins; 
it  is  the  usuallmode  of  fastening  teeth  which 
are  made  in  blocks.     The  holes  for  the  pins 
are    drilled  in  the    middle    of    the  teeth  ; 
there  are  rules  laid  down  by  authorities  as 
to  the  place  where  the   springs   should  be 
fixed.     The  jaw  I  have  in  my  hand  does  not 
show  an  unusual   degree  of   absorption  ;  I 
could  go  to  a  refuse  lot  of  teeth  in  my  pos- 
session and  find  those  which  would  fit  in  the 
jaw  before  me.     1  have  a  block  in  my  hand 
which  fits  exactly  to  the  right  side,  as  ac- 
curately as  I  could  make  a  block  for  if. 

[A  quantity  of  teeth  were  now  brought 
into  court,  which  the  witness  fitted  into  the 
jaw  before  him,  and  exhibited  to  the  jury.] 
The  eye  teeth  and  the  bicuspeds  are 
generally  the  most  durable.  In  looking 
at  the  government  models  I  see  nothing  pe- 
culiar in  the  projection  of  the  lower  jaw. — 
I  will  answer  the  question  by  the  exhibi- 
tion of  four  or  five  models  which  I  have 
here  ;  one  of  them  projects  more  than  that 
in  Court.  I  never  heard  a  dentist  remark 
that  such  a  projection  was  an  unusual  thing. 
Looking  at  the  block  before  me,  I  see 
nothing  which  should  preclude  the  idea 
that  the  teeth  were  warped  into  their  place 
to  make  them  fit  as  well  as  warped  out  of 
it. 

Cross-examined.     I   knew  Dr.  Parkman 
when  alive.     In   answering   the    question 
about   a   peculiar  jaw,  I    should  not  know 
what  to  call  a  peculiar  jaw,  for  I  never  saw 
two  jaws  alike  ;  all  jaws  resemble  each  oth- 
er in  particular  points  ;  I  do  not  think  that 
Dr.  Parkman's  jaws  were  peculiar  ;  I  have 
had  difficulties  here  in   distinguishing  his 
jaw  from  that  of  the  models  of  others.     I 
could   mention  the   jaws  of  others  in  the 
community   which  project  as  much  as  his 
did  ;  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  mention 
names.     I  should  not   be  able   to  identify 
these  teeth  as  those  of  Dr.  Keep,  although 
I  know   his  work  ;  could   not  tell   all  the 
teeth  made  by  me.     Teeth  made  for  one 
man  would  answer   for  another  if  fitted  to 
his  mouth  ;     I  never  saw  a  set  of  teeth 
made   for  one  man  that  would  not  answer 
for  another.     In  relation  to  the  jaw  I  have 
here,  its  absorption  is  as  great  as  that  of 
Dr.    Parkman's ;  it  is  that   of    a   person 
about  fifty-five  years  old. 
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By  Mr.  Sohier.  Blocks  of  teeth  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  might  fit  two  mouths,  but 
on  a  plate  would  not. 

By  the  Attorney  General.  If  I  were  to 
take  an  impression  of  a  jaw,  and  there 
were  any  particular  marks  about  it,  I  should 
be  able  to  remember  the  jaw,  if  not  too 
long  afterwards.  I  never  had  any  cases  of 
such  peculiarities  as  to  remember  them  any 
great  length  of  time  afterwards.  I  think  I 
never  saw  two  jaws  in  which  the  degree  of 
absorption  and  the  shape  were  the  same. 

Dr.  J.  VV.  STONE  recalled.  I  exam- 
ined the  hole  in  the  thorax  ;  it  was  not  a 
clean  cut ;  the  examination  was  finished  on 
Sunday,  Dec.  2.  There  would  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  making  a  clean  cut  after  death. — 
While  a  student  I  paid  particular  attention 
to  dissections.  There  would  be  no  more 
difficulty  in  making  a  clean  cut  than  a 
butcher  would  have  in  cutting  up  a  piece 
of  beef. 

Dr.  DANIEL  HARVVOOD.  I  am  a 
dentist  in  this  city,  and  have  practiced  as 
such  since  1829,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  years.  I  have  always  been  very  busily 
occupied  in  my  practice.  I  was  one  of  the 
first  who  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
mineral  teeth.  In  such  teeth  there  are 
marks  o-r  characteristics  by  which  dentists 
may  know  their  own  ;  they  would  be  as 
likely  to  know  their  labor  as  fully  as  a 
sculptor  would  know  his  own  works,  or  a 
merchant  his  own  hand  writing.  I  mean 
this  in  a  general  sense,  of  large  cases  or 
blocks  of  teeth.  In  single  teeth  there 
might  be  exceptions,  but  in  blocks  he 
would  not  be  likely  to  be  mistaken. 

I  could  not  positively  say  I  could  not  tell 
Dr.  Keep's  work,  but  should  think  I  might, 
his  teeth  are  not  marked  as  that  of  some 
others.  When  I  see  patients  with  the  teeth 
of  several  dentists,  I  can  tell  generally  the 
work  of  the  different  dentists. 

[The  teeth  in  Court  were  now  submitted 
to  the  witness.] . 

These  teeth  are  covered  with  foreign 
substances  ;  I  judge  from  appearance  that 
Dr.  Keep's  teeth  are  almost  entirely  desti-| 
tute  of  pipe  clay.  The  principal  ingredi-i 
ents  in  mineral  teeth  are  quartz  and*  feld 
spar  ;  the  composition  of  his  teeth  as  well 
as  those  of  Dr.  Flagg  of  this  city  and  Dr. 
Kelly  of  Newburyport  are  much  alike  ;  I 
am  pretty  confident  these  are  teeth  of  the 
composition  of  Dr.  Keep  ;  the  style  of  mak- 
ing is  his  ;  I  know  the  style  by  seeing  it  at 
his  place  and  in  the  mouths  of  his  patients; 
his  style  of  making  teeth — I  do  not  say  his 
alone — is   that  the  teeth  are  not  separated 


down  to  the  point  which  represents  the  gum. 
The  characteristics  of  the  modelling  of  the 
teeth  are  the  peculiarity  upon  the  left  side, 
and  the  absorption  of  bone  at  one  point. 

[Objections  were  here  raised  against  al- 
lowing the  examination  on  this  point  to  go 
on.  The  Court  ruled  that  it  was  not  com- 
petent to  go  into  the  general  question  of  the 
'  construction  and  identity  of  teeth,  but  to 
some  extent  the  examination  might  proceed, 
as  an  expert.] 

Under  the  circumstances  in  which  these 
teeth  were  inade,  had  they  been  my  own,  I 
think  I  should  have  no  difficulty  in  iden- 
tifying them.  [The  witness  here  stated  to 
the  Court  that  while  turning  the  teeth  over 
in  his  hand,  one  portion  had  broken  off 
from  another.]  I  think  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  identifying  the  teeth. 

Cross-examined.  Taking  the  block  alone, 
without  the  model,  I  should  think  there 
would  be  no  difficulty  in  identifying  them  ; 
they  could  be  identified  by  the  workmanship 
and  the  extraordinary  degree  of  absorption. 
The  manner  of  Dr.  Keep  in  sawing  down 
teeth  is  peculiar ;  among  all  the  teeth  I 
have  seen,  I  do  not  remember  to  have  ever 
seen  any  where  the  degree  of  absorption  is 
so  great. 

Dr.  JOSHUA  TUCKER.  I  am  a  den- 
tist in  this  city  ;  I  have  also  received  a 
medical  education  ;  I  have  been  engaged  in 
dentistry  for  twenty-one  years.  I  have 
been  at  work  myself  all  the  time  ;  I  manu- 
facture sets  of  teeth  as  well  as  single  teeth. 
[The  witness  was  here  asked  if  on  looking 
at  the  teeth  before  him,  and  other  models, 
whether  he  could  obtain  from  them  means 
of  identification.]  All  of  the  blocks  except 
one  are  so  disfigured  I  should  not  wish  to 
give  an  opinion.  The  left  lower  block  has 
means  of  identification,  as  strong  as  the  fea- 
tures of  a  man's  face  would  be  on  canvas, 
after  a  week's  labor  by  an  artist. 

Cross-examined.  If  a  man  is  sure  of  the 
model,  he  would  be  sure  of  the  teeth. 

Dr.  WILLARD  W.  CODMAN.  I  am 
a  dentist;  I  have  been  in  the  practice  about 
sixteen  years,  pretty  extensively  ;  I  have 
manufactured  mineral  teeth.  [Looking  at 
the  teeth  before  him,]  I  think  these  teeth 
do  furnish  sufficient  means  of  identification. 

By  the  Court.  I  think  the  maker  of 
them  under  the  present  circumstances, 
could  identify  them. 

Cross-examined.  I  think  there  is  a 
strong  probability  that  the  maker  of  them 
could  identify  them  ;  but  not  so  well  as  he 
could,  if  they  had  not  been  in  the  fire. 
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Address  of  the  Prisoner.  |gpeak  of  his  brother  as  having  labored  un- 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  argument  of  der  an  aberration  of  mind.  He  also  asked 
ihe  Attorney  General,  Judge  Shaw  said  to  him  about  the  lettuce  hia  brother  boucrht 
the  prisoner  that  he  could  then  have  an  and  whether  he  bad  brought  it  into  colfege 
opportunity  of  addressing  the  jury  if  he  with  him,  and  asked  whether  it  was  a  cora- 
was  desirous  of  saying  any  thing  that  had  mon  man  with  whom  be  was  seen  going 
not  been  said  by  his  counsel.  jover  the  bridge. 

Dr.  Webster  then  arose  and  said  that|  In  relation  to  the  nitrate  of  copper,  he 
various  circumstances  had  combined  to  would  say  that  he  had  occasion  to  use  it  in 
weave  a  net  work  which  had  by  perversion  his  laboratory  for  the  purpose  of  making 
been  used  against  him.  In  nine-tenths  of !  nitrous  oxyde  gas  to  be  used  in  his  lectures 
these  cases,  if  he  was  allowed  time  he  could  |  ^he  fact  that  he  had  been  calm  had  also 
givetna  most  satisfactory  explanations  of  j^een  used  against  him.  His  counsel  had 
the  circumstances.  In  some  of  them  he'^j^j^,^  ^im  to  that  course,  and  he  had 
had  put  the  evidence  of  solving  them  at  the  ■  tested  to  God  and  his  conscience  for  reU- 
disposal  of  his    counsel,  but   they    had  not  g^^^  j^  ^.^^j.  j,^,^ 

seen  fit  to  use   it,  and  by   their  advice  his 


lips  had  been  sealed 


The  money  to   pay  Dr.  Parkman   had 


Ti  u    1  1,  *  i.  J    f     •     i  4.1    *.  ii,     been  hoarded  m  the  same  little  trunk  that 

It  had  been  stated,  for  instance,  that  the  I,     ,,  ,         c    -l  j.  x.  y^u^^tuai. 

,     .        .     I-     J       u/  J        1   ■    n       ,  had  been  spoken  of,  but  he  could  not  nro- 

letter   to  his    daughter  produced  in  Court   ,  .j*^         ,  ..i    .  ,     ""    H'" 

^,      <:    .        ■^.       /    1  •    ^     -1        4U-     duce    evidence    to  prove    that  he  took  the 

■.?as    the   first  written   to   his  family  ;  thiS:  -         .^      .     ^i  <-  ivv^k  lui, 

,  t-  111V  '  -t*      ;  money  Irom  tne  trunk, 

vfas  not    so,   for  several  had  been  written  i  •' 

previoiis  to  this.  While  in  jail  he  recol-i  ^^  regard  to  his  laboratory,  he  would 
lected  seeing  it  stated  in  one  of  the  public  ^=^7  ^^^^  ^e  had  formerly  been  in  the  prac- 
prints  that  about  the  time  of  his  arrest  he|  t^ce  of  allowing  students  to  visit  it  at  times, 
purchased  a  quantity  of  osalio  acid.  This|but  in  consequence  of  their  havmg  broken 
reminded  him  of  a  circumstance  which  og-  "^^ny  things  he  had  locked  his  door, 
curred  before  his  arrest,  and  whjch  was  the  He  could  prove  that  he  never  was  ab- 
occasiou  of  a  sentence  which  had  been  read  i  sent  from  his  house  a  whole  evening  during 
from  that  letter.  Mrs.  W'tbster  had  asked  the  week  of  the  disappearance,  except  on 
blin  to  procure  some  nitric  acid.  Ho  had!  Wednesday.  On  that  evening  he  came  to 
loraotten  it  on  several  occasions,  but  hap-  town  with  his  daughters. 


peeing  to  ihiuk  of  it  on  the  day  of  his  ar- 
rest, he  stepped  into  Mr.  Thayre's  under 
the  Revere  house,  purchased  the  article, 
stopped  and  talked  about  the  di.«iappear- 
.ince  of  Dr.  Pavkman,  and  took  the  omni- 
bus from  that  store.  The  pared  hejgave  to 
Mrs.  Webster  upon  entering  his  house. — 
It  was  this  parcel  that  he  wrote  not  to  have 


On  Friday  afternoon  of  the  interview 
with  Dr.  Parkman  he  went  to  the  omnibus 
office,  and  on  his  way  stepped  into  Brio'- 
ham'a,  at  Concert  Hall,  about  3  o'clock, 
and  took  a  mutton  chop  for  his  dinner. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  when  he  was  in 
the  city,  he   happened  to   think  of  a  book 


opened,  as  it  might  be  important  that  itp^^  was  to  purchase  for  a  relative,  when  he 
should  be  used  as  evidence  on  his  trial.       ]  stepped   into    Munroe  s  bookstore  and  ob- 

Auother  circumstance  had  been  made', ^^1°^^  ''-  He  then  went  into  Brigham's 
use  of  a-ainst  him,  which  was  very  easy  ofp^^^^go*^  ^up  of  tea,  and  afterwards  went 

planafion.     Mr.  Cunninsham   was  pres-  *«  Mr.  Cunningham  s  where  his  daughters 


ex 


ent  at  his  house  when  the  'first  search  was,^€re._  This  book  was  subsequently  found 
made.  The  officer  states  that  he  looked,  ^t  Bngham'.^,  where  he  left  it. 
over  the  trunk  spoken  of  and  could  not  find  The  prisoner  here  sat  down,  but  almost 
the  papers  he  searched  for;  yet  on  the  immediately  rose  again,  and  said  he  had 
next  time  he  went  there  he  found  the  pa-  j  been  more  distressed  by  the  anonymous 
pers  in  the  upper  part  of  the  trunk.  This  letters  produced  in  court  than  by  anything 
is  explained  by  the  fact  that  after  the  offi-  else.  He  called  God  to  witness  he  knew 
cer  went  away  the  first  time,  Mr.  Cunning- '  nothing  whatever  of  these  letters.  Since 
ham  found  the  papers  and  put  them  where  his  trial  commenced  his  counsel  had  receiv 


they  were   found,  and  took  a  memorandum 
of  them. 

In  relation  to  the  interview  with  the  Rev 


ed  a  note  from  the  author  of  the  "civis" 
letter,  and  had  endeavored  without  success 
to  ascertain   who  he    was.     He  would  now 


Dr.  Parkman,  he  must  say  that  he  thought;  call  upon  him,  if  he  was  in  court,  and  had 
he  had  in  his  testimony  done  him  great  in-ia  spark  of  humanity  about  him,  to  come 
iustice.     He  did  in  conversation  with  him, 'forward  and  avow  himself. 


rrs^ 
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Sentence  of  Deatli. 

On  instruction  from  the  Court  the  Clerk 
rose  and  said  : — "John  W.  Webster,  have 
you  any  thing  to  say  to  the  Honorable 
Court  why  sentence  of  death  should  not 
pass  upon  you  ?" 

Dr.  Webster  rose  slowly,dragging  himself 
upon  his  feet  by  seizing  the  front  of  the 
bar,  and  seemed  as  if  he  would  have  at- 
tempted to  speak,  but  his  tongue  refused  its 
office,  and  the  wretched  criminal  bowed  to 
the  Court  and  sat  down  heavily  in  his 
chair. 

Chief  Justice  Shaw  then  proceeded  to 
perform  the  last  and  mos.t  painful  act  of 
his  judicial  duty  in  this  case.  During  the 
delivery  of  his  address  his  feelings  many 
times  overcame  him  ;  and  many  beside  the 
venerable  Judge,  joined  in  tearful  sympa- 
thy. The  prisoner  stood  up  while  being 
sentenced.  The  following  are  the  terms  of 
that  dread  ceremonial : 

John  W.  Webster  : — In  meeting  you 
here  for  the  last  time,  to  pronounce  that 
sentence  which  the  law  has  affixed  to  the 
high  and  aggravated  offence  of  which  you 
stand  convicted,  it  is  impossible  by  lan- 
guage to  give  utterance  to  the  keen  sense 
of  sadness  and  sympathy  with  which  we  ap- 
proach this  solemn  duty  ;  circumstances 
which  all  who  know  me  will  duly  appreci- 
ate, but  which  it  m.ay  seem  hardly  fit  to  al- 
lude to  in  more  detail,  render  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty  on  the  present  occasion, 
unspeakably  painful.  At  all  times  and  un- 
der all  circumstances,  a  feeling  of  indescrib- 
able solemnity  attaches  to  the  utterance  of 
that  stern  voioe  of  retributive  justice  which 
consigns  a  fellow  being  to  an  untimely  and 
ignominious  death.  But  when  we  consider 
all  the  circumstauces  of  your  past  life,  your 
various  relations  to  society,  the  claims  up- 
on you  by  others,  the  hopes  and  expecta- 
tions you  have  cherished,  and  contrast 
them  with  your  present  condition,  and  the 
ignominious  death  which  awaits  you,  we 
arc  oppressed  with  grief  and  anguish,  and 
nothing  but  a  sense  of  imperative  duty, 
imposed  upon  us  by  the  law,  whose  officers 
and  ministers  we  are,  could  sustain  us  in 
pronouncing  such  a  judgement. 

Against  the  crime  of  wilful  murder,  of 
which  you  stand  convicted,  a  crime  at 
•which  humanity  shudders,  a  crime  every 
where  and  under  all  forms  of  society  re 
garded  with  the  deepest  abhorrence,  the 
law  has  pronounced  its  severest  penalty,  in 
these  few  and  simple  but  solemn  and  im- 
presBive  words :  "Every  person  who  shall 
commit  the    crime  of  murder,  shall  suffer 


the  punishment  of  death  for  the  same." — 
The  manifest  object  of  this  law  is  the  pro- 
tection and  security  of  human  life,  the  most 
important  object  of  a  just  and  paternal 
government. 

It  is  made  the  duty  of  this  court  to  de- 
clare thispenalty  against  one  who  shall  have 
been  found  guilty  in  due  course  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  of  having  violated 
this  law.  It  is  one  of  the  most  solemn  acts 
of  judicial  power  which  an  earthly  tribu- 
nal can  be  called  upon  to  exercise.  It  is  a 
high  and  exemplary  manifestation  of  the 
sovereign  authority  of  the  law,  as  well  im 
its  stern  and  inflexible  security,  as  in  its 
protecting  and  paternal  benignity.  It  pun- 
ishes the  guilty  with  severity  in  order  that 
the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of  life — the 
most  precious  of  all  rights — may  be  more 
effectually  secured. 

By  the  record  before  us  it  appears  that 
you  have  been  indicted  by  the  Grand  Jury 
of  the  county  for  the  crime  of  murder,  al- 
leging that  on  the  23d  of  November  last, 
you  made  an  assault  upon  the  person  of 
Dr.  George  Parkman,  and  by  acts  of  vio- 
lence deprived  him  of  life  with  malice 
aforethought.  This  is  alleged  to  have  been 
done  within  the  apartments  of  a  public  in- 
stitution in  this  city,  the  Medical  College, 
of  which  you  was  a  Professor  and  instruct- 
or, upon  the  person  of  a  man  of  mature  age, 
well  known,  and  of  extensive  connections  in 
this  community,  and  a  benefactor  of  that 
institution.  The  charge  of  an  offence  so 
aggravated,  under  such  circumstances,  in 
the  midst  of  a  peaceful  community,  created 
an  instantaneous  outburst  of  surprise,  alarm 
and  terror,  and  was  followed  by  an  unusual 
and  intense  anxiety  to  learn  by  the  results 
of  a  judicial  proceeding,  whether  this  charge 
was  true. 

The  day  of  trial  came,  a  Court  was  or- 
ganized to  conduct  it,  a  Jury  almost  of  your 
own  choosing  was  selected  in  the  manner 
best  calculated  to  secure  intelligence  and 
impartiality.  Counsel  were  appointed  to 
assist  you  in  conducting  your  defence,  who 
have  done  all  that  learning,  eloquence  and 
skiil  could  accomplish,  in  presenting  your 
defence  in  its  best  aspects  ;  a  very  large 
number  of  witnesses  were  carefully  examin- 
-ed,  and  after  a  laborious  trial  of  unprece- 
dented length,  conducted  as  wo  hope,  with 
patience  and  fidelity,  that  Jury  have  pro- 
nounced you  "Guilty." 

To  this  verdict,  upon  a  careful  revision 
of  the  whole  proceedings,  I  am  constrained 
to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  Court,  that  they  can 
perceive  no  just  or  legal  ground  of  exception. 
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"Guilty!" — How  much,  under  all  the 
circumstances  which  cluster  around  the 
case,  and  throng  our  memories  in  the  retro- 
spect, does  this  single  word  import.  The 
wilful  violent  and  malicious  destruction  of 
a  fellow-man,  in  the  peace  of  God  and  un 


der  the  protection  of  the  law — yes,  of  one 
in  the  midst  of  life,  of  bright  hopes,  warm 
affections,  mutual  attachments,  strong,  ex- 
tensive, and  numerous,  making  life  a  bless- 
ing to  himself  and  others. 

We  allude  thus  to  the  injury  you  have 
inflicted,  not  for  the  purpose  of  awakening 
one  unnecessary  pang  in  a  heart  already 
lacerated,  but  to  remind  yon  of  the  irrepar- 
able wrong  done  to  the  victim  of  your  cru- 
elty, in  sheer  justice  to  him  whose  voice  is 
now  hushed  in  death,  and  whose  wrongs 
can  only  be  vindicated  by  the  living  action 
of  the  law. 

If,  therefore,  you  may  at  any  moment 
think  your  case  a  hard  one,  and  your  pun- 
ishment too  severe,  if  one  repining  thought 
arises  in  your  mind,orone  murmuring  word 
seeks  utterance  from  your  lips,  think,  oh  ! 
think  of  him,  instantly  deprived  of  life  by 
your  guilty  hand  !  Then,  if  not  lost  to  all 
sense  of  retributive  justice,  if  you  have  any 
compunctious  visitings  of  conscience,  you 
may  be  ready  to  exclaim  in  the  bitter  an- 
guish of  truth,  "I  have  sinned  against 
Heaven  and  my  own  soul ! — my  punishment 
is  just — God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner  J" 

God  grant  that  your  example  may  afford 
a  solemn  warning  to  all,  especially  to  the 
young  ;  may  it  impress  deeply  upon  every 
mind  the  salutary  lesson  it  is  intended  to 
teach,  to  guard  against  an  indulgence  of 
every  unhallowed  and  vindictive  passion, 
to  resist  temptation  to  any  and  every  selfish, 
sordid  and  wicked  purpose,  to  listen  to  the 
warnings  of  conscience,  and  yield  to  the 
plain  dictates  of  duty  ;  and  whilst  they  in- 
stinctively shrink  with  abhorrence  from  the 
first  thought  of  assailing  the  life  of  another, 
may  they  learn  to  reverence  the  laws  of 
God  and  society,  designed  to  secure  pro- 
tection to  their  own. 

We  forbear,  for  obvious  considerations, 
from  adding  such  words  of  advice  as  may 
be  sometimes  thought  appropriate,  on  oc- 
casions like  this.  It  has  commonly  been 
our  province,  on  occasions  like  the  present, 
to  address  the  illiterate,  the  degraded  and 
the  outcast,  whose  early  life  has  been  cast 
among  the  vicious,  the  neglected,  the  aban- 
doned ;  who  have  been  blessed  with  no 
means  of  moral  and  religious  culture,  who 
have  never  received  the  benefits   of  culti- 


vated society,  nor   enjoyed  the  sweet  and 
ennobling  influences  of  home. 

To  such  an  one  a  word  of  advice  upon 
an  occasion  so  impressive,  may  be  a  word 
fitly  spoken,  and  tend  to  good.  But  in  a 
case  like  this,  where  the  circumstances  are 
all  reversed,  no  words  of  ours  could  be 
more  efficacious  than  the  suggestion  of 
your  own  better  thoughts,  to  which  we 
commend  you. 

But  as  we  approach  this  last  sad  duty  of 
pronouncing  sentence,  which  is  indeed  the 
voice  of  the  law,  and  not  our  own,  yet  in 
giving  it  utterance,  we  cannot  do  it  with 
feelings  of  indiSIerence,  as  a  formal  and  of- 
ficial act. 

God  forbid  that  we  should  be  prevented 
from  indulging  and  expressing  these  irre- 
pressible feelings  of  interest,  sympathy, 
and  compassion,  which  arise  spontaneously 
in  our  hearts ;  and  we  most  sincerely  and 
cordially  deplore  the  distressing  condition 
into  which  crime  has  brought  you.  And 
though  we  have  no  word  of  present  conso- 
lation, or  of  earthly  hope  to  offer  you  in 
the  hour  of  your  affliction,  yet  we  devoutly 
commend  you  to  the  mercy  of  our  Heaven- 
ly Father,  with  whom  is  abundance  of  mer- 
cy, and  from  whom  we  may  all  look  for 
pardon  and  peace. 

And  now,  nothing  remains,  but  the  sol- 
emn duty  of  pronouncing  the  sentence 
which  the  law  affixes  to  the  crime  of  mur- 
der, of  which   you  stand  convicted,  which 

SGHtGDCG  If!     ■  ■ 

That  you,  JOHN  W.  WEBSTER,  be 
removed  from  this  place,  and  detained  in 
close  custody  in  the  prison  of  this  County, 
and  thence  taken,  at  such  time  as  the  Exe- 
cutive Government  of  this  Commonwealth 
may  by  their  warrant  appoint,  to  the  place 
of  execution,  AND  THERE  BE  HUNG 
BY  THE  NECK  UNTIL  YOU  ARE 
DEAD— 

And  may  God,  of  his  infinite  goodness, 

HAVE  MERCY  ON  YOUR  SOUL  ! 

When  allusion  was  made  by  the  Judge  to 
the  disparity  which  subsisted  between  the 
prisoner  and  the  general  class  of  criminals, 
whose  deeds  came  under  judicial  cognizance, 
his  deportment  exhibited  a  marked  change. 
Previously  he  had  borne  up  remarkably 
well ;  but  at  this  juncture  he  clasped  the 
bar  more  firmly  with  his  hands,  and  bent 
down  his  head  under  the  load  of  associa- 
tions which  the  remarks  of  the  venerable 
Judge  called  up  in  his  mind. 

At  last,  when  the  awful  finale  approach- 
ed, the  working  of  his   spirit  within,  bore, 
dreadful  impress  of  their  existence.     His 
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face  became  covered  with  perspiration,  and 
tears  mixed  themselves  liberally  with  the 
moisture  on  his  cheeks.  Sentence  being 
pronounced  in  the  most  solemn  and  touch- 
ing tone, — the  trembling  voice  of  the  vene- 
rable Chief  Justice  adding  double  impress 
to  every  word, — the  prisoner  sank  back 
heavily  into  his  seat,  and  leaning  on  his 
right  side,  covered  his  face  and  the  indices 
of  his  feelings,  with  his  handkerchief. — 
Sympathy  had  a  free  exercise  in  tears,  for 
few  among  that  crowded  auditory  there 
were  who  did  not  participate  in  this  sacri- 
fice to  the  frailty  of  poor  human  nature. 

Judge  Shaw  then  adjourned  the  Court 
until  Tuesday  at  9  o'clock  ;  and  after  al- 
lowing about  five  minutes  to  elapse,  stated 
to  the  SheriiF  that  the  prisoner  was  assign- 
ed over  to  his  care. 


REVIEWS. 


l~PROFESSOR  BEDFORD'S 
DUCTORY  LECTURE. 


INTRO- 


In  our  last  No.  we  very  briefly  reviewed 
this  very  excellent  and  able  lecture,  and 
will  now  present  our  readers  with  an 
abridgement  of  the  case  we  referred  to. 

"In  1839  he  was  requested  to  visit  a  lady 
residing  in  New  Jersey.  He  was  received 
by  her  father,  a  venerable  and  accomplish- 
ed gentleman.  He  seemed  broken  in  spirit. 
On  being  introduced  into  the  patient's  room, 
my  sympathies  were  at  once  awakened  on 
beholding  the  wreck  of  beauty  presented  to 
my  view.  She  was  evidently  laboring  un- 
der phthisis,  (consumption)  and  her  wasted 
form  plainly  told  that  her  days  were  num- 
bered. She  greeted  me  with  this  expres- 
sion, 'Well,  Doctor,  I  am  glad  to  see  you, 
on  my  beloved  father's  account,  for  he  will 
not  believe  that  I  cannot  yet  be  restored  to 
health.  Life  has  lost  all  its  charms  for  me, 
and  I  long  for  the  repose  of  the  grave.'  I 
received  from  her  the  following  history  of 
her  case.  Her  father  was  a  clergyman, 
in  England,  discharging  his  duties  until 
circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  for  him 
to  leave  and  come  to  America.  She  had 
lost  her  mother  at  an  early  age,  and  had- 
been  almost  entirely  educated  by  her  father. 
In  her  eighteenth  year  she  became  attached 
to  a  young  barrister,  and  a  matrimonial  en- 
gagement resulted.  Soon  after,  she  began 
unaccountably  to  decline  in  health  ;  irreg- 
ularity  in  her   menstrual  periods,  nausea, 


es  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  some  fe- 
male friends,  and  rumors  suspected  her  vir- 
tue. The  barrister  to  whom  she  was  af- 
fianced heard  of  these  reports,  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  her  father,  begging  to  be  exonerated 
from  his  engagement.  This  was  assented 
to  without  hesitation.  This  young  lady, 
conscious  of  her  own  innocence,  called  for 
a  physician,  in  order  that  the  nature  of  the 
case  might  be  ascertained.  A  medical  man 
visited  her,  and  after  an  investigation  of  the 
symptoms,  he  informed  the  father  that  she 
was  pregnant,  and  that  the  matter  should 
be  kept  secret.  The  father  indignantly 
j  spurned  the  proposition,  and  instantly  re- 
quested an  additional  consultation.  This 
resulted  in  the  confirmation  of  the  opinion 
previously  expressed.  Without  any  delay 
that  good  man  resigned  his  living,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  his  daughter  to  America.  On 
the  passage,  the  daughter  became  extremely 
ill,  a  physician  on  board  the  steamer  was 
consulted.  After  seeing  the  patient  (she 
was  at  the  time  laboring  under  excessive 
vomiting  from  sea-sickness,)  he  told  the 
father  that  he  apprehended  she  might  have 
a  premature  delivery.  Such,  therefore, 
was  the  general  appearance  of  the  lady  that 
a  physician,  merely  judging  from  appear- 
ances, at  once  concluded  that  she  was  preg- 
nant. 

This  was  the  substance  of  what  Prof. 
Bedford  learned  of  the  previous  history  of 
the  lady,  and  his  opinion  was  requested  aa 
to  the  character  of  her  malady.  With'  a 
great  deal  of  caution  and  nice  discrimina- 
tion, he  made  the  rigorous  examination  the 
case  required.  He  immediately  pronounc- 
ed that  no  pregnancy  existed,  and  that  the 
enlargement  of  the  womb  depended  most 
probably  on  some  internal  growth,  the  pre- 
cise nature  of  which  he  could  not  then  de- 
termine. After  he  had  expressed  this  opin- 
ion, the  only  remark  this  interesting  crea- 
ture made  was,  'Doctor,  you  are  right.' — 
These  few  words  were  full  of  meaning,  and 
he  could  not  but  appreciate  their  import. 
The  father  was  soon  made  acquainted  with 
the  result  of  the  examination,  and  he  seem- 
ed perfectly  unmoved  as  the  Professor  ex- 
pressed to  him  his  opinion.  He  had  never 
faltered  for  one  moment  in  the  belief  of  his 
daughter's  virtue,  and  with  great  solicitude, 
he  asked  whether  something  could  not  be 
done  to  restore  her  to  health  ;  and  his  agi- 
tation was  extreme  when  the  Prof,  told  him 
that  his  daughter  was  in  the  last  stages  of 
consumption.  He  left  him  with  the  pledge 
that  he   would  inform  the  Professor  of  her 


loss  of  appetite,  &c.,  and  a  general  change 

in  her  personal  appearance.     These  ohang-j  dissolution,  and   afford  him  an  opportunity, 
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by  an  after-death  examination,  of  testing 
the  truth  of  the  opinion.  About  four  weeks 
from  this  time,  Professor  Bedford  received 
a  note  announcing  the  death  of  this  lady, 
and  requesting  that  he  would  immediately 
hasten  to  the  house  for  the  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  autopsy.  On  examination  it  was 
discovered  that  the  enlargement  of  the  ute 
rus  was  in  consequence  of  a  fibrous  tumor, 
which  occupied  its  whole  internal  surface, 
and  the  small  body  which  he  had  felt  pro- 
jecting through  the  os  tincse  was  a  calculous 
concretion,  of  which  there  were  eeveral  at- 
tached to  the  tumor." 

Further  remarks  from  us  are  unnecessa- 
ry. The  perusal  of  the  above  case  will 
suggest  its  own  moral.  f 

n. —INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  TO 
THE  SURGICAL  CLASS  OF  THE  IN- 
DIANA MEDICAL  COLLEGE,  pp.  24. 

ill. VALEDICTORY     ADDRESS      TO 

THE  MEDICAL  CLASS  AND  GRADU- 
ATES OF  THE  INDLiNA  MEDICAL 
COLLEGE,  pp.  26. 


The  perusal  of  the  above  two  lectures  by 
Dr.  A.  B.  Shipman,  Professor  of   Surgery 
confirms  the  opinion  we  had  termed  of  the 
lecturer,  both  as  a  professional  and  as  a  lit- 
erary man.     The  first  lecture  contains  some 
very  happy  and  appropriate  remarks  upon 
the  past  and  present  condition  of  the  great 
valley  of  the  west — the  gigantic  strides  of 
civilization — the  rapid  advancement  of  sci- 
ence and  of  art — the  ever  increasing  tide  of 
emigration  from  all  parts  of  the  old  and  of 
the  new  world — and   the  natural  inferences 
to  be  drawn  from  this  grand  precedent. — 
The  Professor  slightly  touches  at  the  diff- 
erent branches  required  to  perfect  a  medi- 
cal education,  the  difficulties  and  embarrass 
ments  attendant  upon  its  acquirement,  and 
the    far   greater    difficulties   and  vexatious 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  practitioner. 
The  course  to  be  adopted  as  a  man,  a  phy- 
sician, and  a  christian,  to  secure  to  a  high 
degree,  that  share  of  patronage  which  is  al- 
ways certain  of  attending  the   career  of  the 
man,  who  schools  himself  to  acquire  if  he 
has  not,  or  to  perfect  himself  if  he  has,  in 
those  qualities,  so  essential  to  success.  The 
Lecture  is  highly  creditable  to   the  author 


!  and  flattering  to  the  class  at  whose  request 
it  was  published. 

Those  who  have  tad  occasion  of  being  in 
attendance  in  anatomical  or  surgical  thea- 
tres, where  day  after  day  the  professor  and 
the  pupils  have  met  for  the  prosecution  of 
science  ;  the  feelings  of  pleasure  and  of  In- 
terest on  one  part,  and  those  of  respect  and 
satisfaction  on  the  other — the  close  relations 
which  spring  up  and  are  strengthened  be- 
tween all  parties — all  is  vividly  called  to 
mind  the  last  day  a  professor  appears  be- 
fore his  class  and  delivers  a  valedictory  or 
farewell  lecture — the  last  day  he  stands  as 
their  superior — the  next,their  own  peers  and 
his  equals,  renders  such  a  discourse  pecu- 
liarly interesting.  The  professor,  another 
session  will  return  to  the  scene  of  his  labors, 
he  will  meet  new  faces  and  make  new  ac- 
quaintances ;  the  old  ones  are  now  laboring 
in  the  world-spread  field  of  humanity,  and 
seldom,  if  ever,  can  three  classmates  say, 
"when  shall  we  three  meet  again  .'"' 

Introductory  lectures  rapidly  sketch  the 
course  to  be  followed — valedictories  take  a 
review  of  what  has,  and  how  it  has  been 
done,  and  explain  what  is  to  be  done  to 
secure  success  and  happiness  to  the  aspirant 
of  professional  honors.  Dr.  Shipman  is 
equally  at  home  the  first  as  the  last  day, 
and  his  lecture  feelingly  expresses  his  wish- 
es for  the  welfare  of  the  many  young  men 
who  honored  his  theatre  with  their  pres- 
ence, and  rewarded  his  exertions  by  their 
undivided  attention.  f 

IV.— r//E  ILLUSTRATED  SELF  IN- 
STRUCTOR IN  PHRENOLOGY  AND 
PHYSIOLOGY,  ^ntk  100  Engraving.%  and 
a  Chart.  By  O.  S.  fy  L.  N.  Fowler.  From 
the  Publishers,  Foider  &  Welh,  New  York. 


This  is  a  small  volume  of  134  pages,  the 
letter  press  by  O.  S.,  and  the  illustrations 
by  L.  N.  Fowler.  These  gentlemen's 
names  are  intimately  associated  with  every- 
thing pertaining  to  Phrenology  in  the  U. 
S.,  and  to  their  industry  and  exertions  docs 
Phrenology  owe  the  high  standing  it  has 
acquired.     This  work  is  more  especially  dc- 
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sit^aed  for  those  who  wish  to  "know"  their 
own  characters,  and  for  lecturers  to  record 
their  examination  ;  and  to  the  friends  of 
Phrenology,  it   must  prove   useful  and  in- 


teresting. 


t 


AltercJfrom  the  Frencli  of    Boriieu,  for   the  Lanctt 
Gazette  ] 

WOMAN 


and 


> 


HER 


Moral  and  Plivsical  System. 

BY    HORACE   I\ELS0:N,    M.    D. 

(  Continued  from  page  119.) 

From  the  circumstance  that  woman  is  not 
called  upon  to  support  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  man,  she  must  direct  them  with  more 
care,  and   her  motions  being   easier,  are  of 
uocc'ssity  more  vivacious,  and  that  she  soon- 
er learns   the  use   of  her   faculties.     It  is 
well  know,  that  in  general,  she  has  a  great- 
er facility  of  Kpcech    than  man.     A  writer 
of  some  reputation  says,  that  since  the  es- 
tablishment of  theatricals   in    France,    one 
could  point  out  a  larger  number  o-f  actresses 
of  superior  merit,  than  of  actors.     He  at- 
tributes this  difference  Jo  the  privilege  which 
woman  possesses  in  relation  to  sensibility. 
His  views  may  possibly  be  correct.     But  it 
may  also  be  ascribed    to  the  peculiarity  of 
the  vocal  organs,  which,  more  flexible,  and 
more    appropriate   to    the  performance  of 
most  variable  actions,  allows  also,  with  more 
facility  and  grace,  the  utterance  of  the  ac- 
cents of  passion  and  of  uH  the  inflexions  of 
theatrical  modulations.     Woman  excels  in  a 
very  short  time,  in  all  these  arts  requiring 
but  dexterity  or  cunning,  and  this  attribute 
depends    on   rapid   successions  of  thought 
and  of    motions,  which    are   more    readily 
called  into  play  by  her  own  organization. 

There  is, moreover ,another  physical  con- 
dition which  contributes  to  render  the  sen- 
eitiva  parts  of  woman  more  mobile  ;  it  is 
that  degree  of  tioftness  or  of  weakness  spe- 
cial to  her  sex  and  which  since  the  days  of 
Hippocrates,  is  generally  recognised  by  all 
medical  writers.* Althou2h  the  essence  of! she  .saves  from  the  stubbornness  of  reflcc- 
scuslbility    consist.?  ucithcr  ia  the    ^tutc  of  tion,  the  tormcutor  of  ecnticut  bciugSj  au'i 


heat,  cold,  dryness,  or  dampness,  it  is 
nevertheless  evident,  by  the  example  of 
temperaments  as  well  as  of  climates,  that 
it  18  more  or  less  influenced  by  these  atmos- 
pherical changes.  lu  the  one  or  the  others, 
sensibility  varies  according  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  body,  or  that  of  the  air  ;  and  it 
has  been  correctly  remarked,  that  she  can 
never  enjoy  more  completely  the  plenitude 
of  her  rights,  than  when  a  moderate  degree 
of  humidity,  as  is  generally  present  in  chil- 
dren and  in  women,  without  materially  de- 
bilitating their  organs,  and  bestowing  upon 
them  all  the  £upplcncH.s  of  which  they  are 
susceptible. 

A  certdu  degree  of  ttexkncss  mtist  be 
the  combined  effect  of  this  kist  disposition 
united  to  organs  of  email  size.  More  een- 
siblc  than  robust — more  mobile  than  capa- 
ble of  moving — woman  would  then  possess 
all  the  tital  qualities  in  the  highest  state  af 
perfection.  The  word  Eve  in  the  Hebrew, 
signifies  life.  The  Grecians  sometimes  be- 
stowed on  woman  names  appropriate  to 
designate  in  them  an  exalted  degree  of  sen* 
sibility  or  at  least  a  greater  facility  to  ex- 
cite that  of  maoj  but  with  very  limited 
physical  endowments ;  insomuch  that  they 
regarded  her  existence  as  consisting  more 
in  sensations  than  in  thoughts  or  in  bodily 
motions. 

We  might  be  led  to  think  that  a  consti- 
tution afibrding  more  aptness  to  feel,  than 
means  of  avoiding  the  action  of  sensible 
causes,  would  render  woman  susceptible  of 
danger  from  impressions  of  external  objects, 
could  be  but  little  conducive  to  happiness  ; 
but  if  we  reflect  that  the  physical  causes  of 
the  evils  incident  to  humanity  are  few  in 
number,  and  tiiat  their  true  source  is  to  bc5 
searched  for  in  the  affections  of  our  soiils, 
which  perpetuates  them  by  recolloctiou  of 
multiplies  them  by  fear,  we  will  find  that 
woman,  in  whom  the  variety  of  sensation 
itself  is  opposed  to  their  duration,  and  that 


150 


'~\ — ri 


NORTHERN  LANCET. 


that  consequently,  she  is  probably  less  re- 
moved than  man  from  that  plenitude  of 
happiness  allowed  by  huttian  nature. 

It  is  owing  to  this  disposition  or  state  of 
the  body,  that  the  organs  of  woman  are  en- 
dowed with  more  activity  tban  strength, 
more  sensibility  than  consistency,  and  that 
she  possesses  the  cunning  of  tact,  and  the 
quick  penetration  which  consists  in  grasping 
at  objects  striking  her  with  rapidity,  an  in- 
finity of  shades,  details  of  things  and  of 
those  shrewd  relations  which  escape  the 
most  learned  man.  It  is  also  supposed,  and 
justly  so,  that  the  same  sensibility  which 
enables  her  to  discern  a  large  number  of 
objects,  is  precisely  what  prevents  her  see- 
ing them  in  a  proper  light,  and  of  fixing  the 
the  mind  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  on 
one  and  the  same  thought,  and  be  capable 
of  knowing  all  others  that  can  be  concen- 
trated upon  the  primitive  one.  That  the 
difficulty  of  flying  from  the  tyranny  of 
sensations,  charming  her  continually  by  the 
immediate  causes  which  produce  them, does 
not  permit  the  elevation  of  her  mind  to  that 
exalted  condition  necessary  to  embrace 
them  all  at  one  view  ;  that  by  the  precipi- 
tancy which  springs  beyond  truth,  or  by 
that  inconstancy  which  soon  becomes  wea- 
ried in  following  it — two  inseperable  imper- 
fections attendant  upon  the  natural  consti- 
tution of  woman — she  is  less  susceptible 
than  man  of  the  elevated  thoughts  of  a  mind 
which  knows  how  to  attain  the  level  of  na- 
ture, and  to  ascend  to  the  source  of  beings. 

It  is  also  said  that  her  imagination,  more 
lively  than  patient  or  endurable,  allows  lit- 
tle of  the  throes  and  picturesque  express- 
ions which  are  the  sublime  of  the  arts  of 
imitation  ;  and  that  more  capable  of  feeling 
than  of  creating,  her  soul  is  more  easily  im- 
bued with  the  images  of  objects  than 
she  can  reproduce  them  ;  and  finally,  that 
being  always  more  or  less  guided  by  par- 
ticular and  special  ideas,  she  is  therefore 
opposed  to  the  more  extended  views  of  pol- 
itics and  to  those  great  moral  principles 
Trhich  arc  present  iu  all  men. 


it  is  not  improbable  but  that  the  special 
weakness  just  described  as  characterising 
the  female  organization,  excludes  her  from 
the  efforts  of  that  moral  contention,  requir-* 
ed  to  pursue  the  study  of  abstract  sciences  ; 
and  that  her  imagination  too  mobile  and 
little  calculated  to  maintain  a  state  of  per- 
manency, renders  her  less  capable  of 
cultivating  those  arts  which  depend  on  this 
faculty  of  the  mind.  But  it  is  from  this 
weakness  that  those  kind  and  affectionate 
sensations  or  feelings  arise,  which  form 
the  prominent  feature  of  woman's  charac- 
ter, it  is  from  the  knowledge  of  her  iropo- 
tency  that  she  draws  the  disposition  to  iden- 
tify herself  with  the  unfortunate — that  nat- 
ural pity,  which  is  the  foundation  of  social 
virtues. 

It  is  iu  this  relation  that  society  derives 
so  much  benefit  from  the  endowments  of 
woinan,  though  they  possess  not  the 
splendor  of  man's  superior  talents,  and 
whose  most  sensible  effect  is  very  frequent- 
ly to  foster  a  melancholy  and  wild  pride. — 
Every  one  admits  that  to  woman  is  granted 
a  more  active  and  lively  moral — that  of 
man  is  more  in  speculation.  The  first  fre- 
quently fulfills  the  good  intentions  which 
the  latter  had  merely  projected.  Man  bus- 
ies his  mind  with  probable  evils,  or  those 
which  are  spread  throughout  the  universe  ; 
woman  alleviates,  on  the  contrary,  the  real 
misfortunes  which  environ  her.  If  woman's 
virtues  are  less  brilliant  than  those  of  man, 
they  are  of  a  more  continued  and  imme- 
diate usefulness. 

[To  he  coutinued.'] 

[For tJie  Lancet  and  Gazette.) 

Case  of  Placenta  Previa,  attended  witli 
fatal  Post-partem  Henicrriiage. 

BY  MEDICUS. 


Mrs.  ,  set  44,  of  a  weakly  constitu- 
tion, and  leuco-phlegmatic  temperament, 
pregnant  with  her  fifteenth  child,  had  for 
several  weeks  been  mo^  indisposed  than 

usual  in  a  similar  situation.     Her  appetite 
was  much  impaired,  and  ehe  complained  of 


HOME    DEPARTMENT. 


161 


feverishness,  constipation,  and  a  dry,  hack- 
ing cough.  Being  called  for  another  mem- 
ber of  the  family,  I  saw  Mrs. ,  on  the 

of  February,  when  she  stated  that  she 


expected  fifteen  days  would  elapse  before 
her  accouchement.  She  appeared  more  de- 
pressed, debilitated  and  uneasy  than  was 
usual,  without,  however,  presenting  any 
marked  unfavorable  symptoms.  The  eyes 
were  sunken,  the  countenance  of  an  ashy 
paleness,  the  bowels  had  been  gently,  but 
eflfectually  moved.  Aperients,  anodynes 
and  demulcents  had  been  administered  pro 
re  nata.  At  2  o'clock  that  night,  I  was 
requested  to  visit  my  patient.  She  was 
sitting  on  her  sofa,  and  stated  that  though 
not  much  worse,  she  had  been  awakened  by 
the  cough,and  felt  wet, when  upon  examina- 
tion she  discovered  that  it  proceeded  from  a 
small  quantity  of  blood  which  had  been  dis- 
charged. She  had  also  suffered  slight 
pains,  but  did  not  believe  them  to  be  those 
of  labour.  She  was  at  once  placed  upon  a 
mattress,  enjoined  to  maintain  a  horizontal 
posture,  and  remain  as  quiet  as  possible. — 
From  present  appearances,  I  presumed  she 
had  lost  from  6  to  8  ounces  of  blood  at  the 
most.  Her  family  was  apprized  that  the 
case  was  full  of  danger  ;  and  this  conclu- 
sion was  based  not  upon  the  quantity  of 
blood  which  had  escaped,  for  it  was  com- 
paratively small,  but  upon  her  general  as- 
pect ;  I  therefore  remained  with  my  patient. 
Enquiry  was  frequently  made  whether  the 
discharge  was  renewed,  and  I  desired  her 
particularly  to  inform  me  in  the  event  of  a 
return  of  the  hemorrhage.  The  answers 
were,  that  littlfe  or  no  discharge  occurred, 
and  that  no  pains  were  experienced,  or  at 
leastjif  there  were  any, they  were  so  slight  as 
not  to  be  worth  mentioning.  Feeling  anx- 
ious, I  requested  permission  to  institute  an 
examination.  The  napkins  were  only  mode- 
rately soiled  with  blood  ;  there  were  no  co- 
agula  in  the  vagina  ;  the  uterine  orifice  was 

directed  backwards,  and  so  high  up  in  the 
pelvic  cavity,  that  it  could  barely  be  reach- 
ed ;    it  admitted    the  point  of  the  index, 


and,  as  was  anticipated,  the  placenta  was 
presenting.  The  vagina  was  plugged  and 
a  gentle  anodyne  was  administered.  At 
the  same  time,  a  request  was  made  that  a 
medical  friend  should  be  called  in,  although 
the  debility  did  not  appear  to  increase- 
Accordingly   Dr.  Mac ,  an    old,  able 

and  experienced  practitioner  was  summon- 
ed, and  he  saw  the  patient  at  6  A.  M.  It 
was  with  the  utmost  difficulty  he  reached 
the  OS  uteri.  He  concurred  in  the  preced- 
ing treatment,  and  confirmed  the  propriety 
of  entertaining  the  most  painful  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  result  of  the  case.  The 
plug  was  re-applied,  and,  no  urgent  symp- 
toms being  present,  it  was  determined  to 
wait  and  watch  the  progress  of  events. — 
The  pulse  indicated  no  flagging  of  the  vital 

powers.     Dr.  Mac took  his   leave,  to 

return  in  a  couple  of  hours-  From  the 
flacid  state  of  the  uterus,  as  was  ascertain- 
ed through  the  abdominal  parietes,  half  a 
drachm  of  ergot  was  given,  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  exciting  more  tone  in  the  viscus  and 
if  not  in  causing  labor  pains,  to  produce 
dilatation,  and  thus  bring  matters  to  a  cri- 
sis. A  short  slumber  ensUed,  when  there 
seemed  more  vigor  in  the  system,  but  no 
pains  were  manifested.  At  8  A.  M.  the 
plug  was  extruded,  followed  by  some  coag- 
ula.  Upon  renewing  the  examination,  the 
OS  uteri  was  found  dilated  about  the  size  of 
a  quarter  dollar  piece,  very  soft  and  yield- 
ing, and  filled  up  with  the  placenta.  This 
favorable  state  of  things  led  to  the  turning 
of  the  child,  without  waiting  for  the  arrival 
of  the  Dr.  Fifty  drops  of  Tinct.  Opii, 
with  half  a  drachm  of  Sp.  Ammon  :  Arom. 
were  given,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  the 
system  against  the  shock  of  the  operation, 
as  well  as  to  act  as  a  restorative  and  stimu- 
lant. The  parts  were  very  flaccid,  and  ad- 
mitted the  hand  with  very  little,  if  any 
pain  ;  the  os  dilated  with  the  utmost  free- 
dom, affording,  indeed,  no  resistance,  and' 

the  child  was  swimming  in  a  large  quantity 
of  amniotic  fluid. 

In  the  course   of   40  years'  practice,  I 
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Dever  effected  version  and  delivery  withstanding  these  united  means,  rfar^-,  t-cnou* 
more  facility;  ao  much  so  that  scarcely  blood  continued  to  issue,  not  by  impulse, 
any  complaint  was  made,  the  parts  being  so  ^^s  if  propelled  by  aftcr-pains,butin  a  small, 
exceedingly  expansible,  and  the  pelvis  ^^^ugh  uninterrupted  stream.  For  more 
roomy.  The  foetus  was  slowly  and  careful-  j  ^^*°  ^^^^^  ^'^"^^  ^^^  the  contest  maistain- 
ly  withdrawn,  allowing  it  to   accommodate  I  ^^  ^'^^  ^^^  *^e  ^*^^1  ^"^  ^^^gy  i*  ^*«  Po^s^- 


itself  to  the  different  diameters  of  the  pel- 
tI3  ;  while  the  abdomen  was  firmly  com- 
pressed by  an  assistant,  as  the  child  de- 
scended, to  promote  contraction  of  the 
uterine  parietes,  and  obviate  syncope  and 
collapse.  The  body  was  well  bound  around 
with  flannel  bandages,  pressing  upon  seve- 
ral napkins  folded  together,  and  about  nine 
inches  square,  so  as  to  afford  good  and  ef- 
fectual compression.  At  this  moment  Dr. 
Mac— -^ —  entered  the  room.  The  patient 
expressed  herself  comfortable  and  happy  in 
having  overcome  her  trials  ;  but  upon  tak- 
ing the  wrist,  the  pulse  felt  rather  weak, 
though  to  this  period,  it  had  possessed 
quite  a  sufficient  volume  under  the  circum- 
stances. The  debility  aad  dribbling  of 
blood  continuing,  brandy  and  water  was 
frequently  administered,  and  two  drachms 
of  ergot  were  put  into  a  tea- cupful  of  warm 
water,  of  which  two  table-spoonfuls  were  to 
be  taken  alternately  with  the  brandy — that 
is,  about  every  ten  minutes.  Blood  still 
escaping,  and  the  weakness  increasing,  the 
bandages  were  removed  to  admit  of  appli- 
cations being  made  over  the  uterus,  but  it 
was  well  contracted,  hard,  and  of  conside- 
rable size,  yet  higher  in  the  abdomen  than 
usoial.  The  plug  had  been  thrust  out  with 
some  coagula,  but  was  replaced  by  a  large 
oval  one  of  snow.  Snow  was  also  thrown 
with  force  upon  the  naked  abdomen,  fol- 
lowed   by   rapid   friction   with    the  same 


ble  to  exercise,  and  at  12  A.  M.  the  unfor- 
tunate patient  succumbed — not  from  col- 
lapse consequent  upon  the  delivery,  but 
literally  bleeding  to  death  subsequent  to 
that  event. 

Remarks. — Of  all  the  painful  and  dis- 
I  tressing  scenes  which  it  is  the  lot  of  the  med- 
ical man  to  witness — of  all  the  difficulties 
with  which  he  is  compelled  to  grapple  and 
contend,  and  which  put  to  the  test  his  tal- 
ents, energy  and  knowledge,  there  are  none 
equal  to  the  dreadful  cases  of  flooding  orig- 
inating from  the  implantation  of  the  pla- 
centa over  the  mouth  of  the  uterus.  No, 
even  puerperal  convulsions,  with  all  their 
horrors  and  dangers,  admit  of  more  control, 
and  excite  less  painful  anxiety.  Where- 
fore it  becomes  an  imperative  duty  of  every 
practitioner  to  publish  all  such  cases  as  ap- 
pear, in  any  way,  to  deviate  from  the  or- 
dinary course,  and  which  seem  adapted  to 
the  throwing  of  additional  light  on  their 
nature  and  treatment.  I  flatter  myself  that 
tlie  above  unfortunate  case,  with  the  sug- 
gestions which  it  has  elicited,  will  not  be 
unworthy  of  the  notice  of  the  profession, 
and  may,  perchance,  prove  useful,  were  it 
only  to  impress  the  practitioner  with  the 
necessity  of  being  prepared  to  meet  a  simi- 
lar emergency  to  which  he  is  exposed  from 
one  hour  to  the  other.  It  has  often  been  said, 
that  a  most  valuable  book  might  be  written 
on  the  want  of  success  in  our  treatment  of 
diseases.  In  the  present  case  all  the  usu- 
al means  were  had  recourse  to,  with  every 
attention    and   the  utmost   perseverance-; 


agent.     The  trickhng  persistins,  laudanum       ^  j  a    ^      ^-ej        j         i  /.-j 

'^        ,,   ,  ,      ,,       X •      1     .      .   ,         ^    'and  I  feel  satisfied,  as  docs  also  my  friend, 
was  added  to   the  stimulant  mixture,  Dr.  j -r^     at  ^u  i.       j      ^i.      •  * 

,.     .  .,        1      .,     ,..      Dr.  Mac ,  that  under  the  circumstan- 

3Iac continuing   assiduously   the  fnc-  ,,^^,     .„        ...       ,  ^■,,        , 

,     ,  .    a  .-I     /  i-     ces,  little,  if  anything  else,  could  have  been 

tion  over  the  lower  part  of  the  hypogastric    a.  \  j      tt  Tu-  v.     .t. 

, ,,      c  -ii.    1    n    effected.     However  this   may  be,  the  case 

recion,    while    firm    pressure    with    both'    .  .     •.     x.     i     .     i  x-         •       r    • 

*      '       ,    .  1     .       1   t         ,  '  with   its  attendant  observations,  is  submit- 

hands  was  being  made  just  below  the  epi-'     j  .    .-,  -i      j.-        ^^1.1.-.      ix 

"     ■  .       ^  ,   ,  ,  .  ^    !  ted  to  the  consideration  of  the  I- acuity, 

gastric  region  and  above  the  uterine  tumor,       ^,  ,       ,    ,,        ..,1111:. 

so  as  to  prevent  the  rush  of  blood  down  the  I  The  patient  had  been  in  lU-bealth  for  scv- 
aorta,  which  was  readily  felt,  and  its  regur-|  cral  weeks  previously,  and  her  constitution 
citation  by  the  vena  cava  inferior.  Notwitbr '  suffered  from  gradually  increasing  debility, 
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despite  all  the  means  employed  to  sustain 
and  relieve  her.  She  had  lost  not  more 
than  one  and  a  half  pounds  of  blood  when 
.  delivered,  and  her  death  may  be  fairly  at- 
tributed, not  to  the  collapse  resulting  from 
the  parturition,  but  to  the  constant  and  un- 
ceasing oozing  out  of  the  vital  fluid.  The 
uterus  was  large  and  well  contracted, 
though  far  higher  up  than  usual.  It  is 
therefore  natural  to  infer  that  the  blood 
proceeded  from  the  neck  of  the  uterus,  to 
which  the  placenta  had  been  attached,  and 
where  no  contraction  occurred.  And  it  is 
well  known  that  the  womb  may  contract  in 
one  part  and  remain  perfectly  relaxed  in 
another.  This  has  been  ably  and  fully 
elucidated  by  many  writers,  but  by  none  in 
so  happy  a  manner  as  by  the  celebrated 
Dr.  Dewees,  in  aphorism  1141,  of  his  ex- 
cellent System  of  Midwifery^  which  it  may 
be  well  here  to  transcribe  : 

"The  tonic  power  of  the  uterus  may  be 
feeble, or  altogether  wanting — it  may  be  lost 
in  every  portion  of  the  uterus,  or  only  in 
one  part ;  thus  the  fundus  may  possess  it 
and  it  may  be  absent  from  the  body  and 
neck ;  this  may  give  rise  to  diversion  of 
the  uterus.  The  fundus  and  neck  may  be 
deprived  of  it,  while  the  body  may  enjoy  it ; 
this  may  occasion  the  hour- glass  contrac- 
tion. The  body  and  fundus  may  be  ex- 
hausted of  it  while  the  neck  retains  it ;  this 
may  produce  the  concealed  hemorrhage. — 
The  body  and  fundus  may  bo  firmly  con- 
tracted, while  the  neck  of  the  uterus  may 
be  flaccid  ;  this  may  occasion  flooding,  if 
the  placenta  has  been  attached  in  that  vi- 
cinity.'' 

We  also  find  in  Rigby^s  valuable  treat- 
ise, the  following  observations,  which  are 
quite  applicable  to  the  present  case,  and 
afford  a  complete  and  satiafactory  explan- 
ation to  the  fatal  result.  At  page  252  he 
Bays: 

"Cases  have  occurred  where  the  os  uteri 
has  been  artificially  dilated,  where  the 
child  was  turned  and  delivered  with  perfect 
safety,  and  the  uterus  contracted  into  a 
a  hard  ball,  in  fact,  everthing  seemed  to 
have  passed  over  favorably ;  a  continued 
drihhUng  of  hlood  has  remained,  ichich  re- 


sisted every  attempt  to  check  it.  Friction 
upon  the  abdomen,  and  other  means  for 
stopping  hemorrhage,  by  inducing  firm  con- 
traction of  the  uterus,  were  of  no  use, 
for  the  uterus  was  already  hard  and  well 
contracted  ;  the  patient  has  become  gradu- 
ally exhausted  and  at  last  died."  In  the 
paragraph  immediately  preceding  this  quo- 
tation. Dr.  Rigby  has  the  following  re- 
marks, the  correctness  of  which  was  fully 
borne  out  in  the  present  instance  :  "The 
OS  uteri  now  plays  the  part  of  ihefundus^ 
its  vessels  are  immensely  dilated,  and  large 
ones  are  ruptured,  which  cannot  be  closed 
by  the  firmest  contractions  of  the  uterus." 

From  what  has  just  been  said  and  i3 
witnessed  in  these  desperate  cases,  we  are 
led  to  infer  that  this  part  of  the  womb  does 
not  possess  the  same  anatomical  conforma- 
tion and  structure  as  the  body  of  the  organ, 
at  least,  it  does  not  seem  to  be  as  suscepti- 
ble of  action  as   the  other  portions. 

The  celebrated  Prof.  Simpson,  of  Edin- 
burgh, has  published  some  observations, 
much  to  the  purpose,  and  which  will  be 
found  in  the  pages  of  the  "IS'orthcrn  Jour- 
nal of  Medicine,"  (England)  for  the  year 
1846,  and  entitled,  "Suggestions  regarding 
the  anatomical  source  and  pathological  na- 
ture of  post  partem  hemorrhages,"  from 
which  I  will  make  a  short  extract :  "If  I 
may  judge  from  my  own  observations,  I 
would  venture  to  remark  that  the  morbid 
condition  which  is  most  frequently  and  ear- 
liest seen  in  connection  with  post  partem 
hemorrhage,  and  which  is  especially  re- 
markable in  cases  where  the  flooding  is 
more  enduring  than  usual,  is  a  state  of  ir- 
regularity and  want  of  equability  in  the 
contractile  action  of  different  parts  of  the 
uterus  ;  and,  it  may  be5  in  difibrent  planes 
of  the  uterine  fibres,  as  marked  by  one  or 
more  points  in  the  organ  feeling  hard  and 
contracted  at  the  same  time  that  other  por- 
tions of  the  parietes  are  soft  and  relaxed  ; 
and  by  the  contracting  and  relaxing  fibres 
slowly  but  frequently  changing  their  situa- 
tions." Now  when  there  is  hemorrhage  in 
these  cases,  we  can  easily  account  for  the 
immense  loss  of  blood,  not  only  by  the  ab- 
sence of  contraction,  but  when  we  t-ake  in» 
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to  consideration  the  extremely  dilated  state] 
of  the  uterine  vessels,  and  that  they  are  not , 
provided   with   valves  to  promote  the  flow ; 
cf  blood  upwards  ;  in    consequence  of  the  ; 
want  of  valves  they  permit  it  to  retrogi'ade, 
either   filling   the    uterus,  or  forcing  their  ^ 
contents  outwardly.     Such  being  the  case, 
it  is  at  once  manifest,  that  not  only  are  the ' 
clothes  to  be   examined,  so  as  to  ascertain ' 
whether  or  not  the  flow  continues,  as  well ! 
as  the  state  of  the  uterus,  and  the  external 
parts  are  to  be  subjected  to  an  ocular  test, 
for  otherwise  we  may  not  be  certain  if  the 
blood   issues  in    gushes,  or    dribbles  away 
without   interruption,  which   latter   is  the 
most  dangerous  character  it  can  assume,  as 
incessantly  the   powers  of  life  are  drained 
away.  *  ■ 

The   consideration  now  is,  how  can  the 
discharge  be  arrested  1     The  tampon  in  our 
case,  had   twice  been   well   and  eifeetually 
applied  and   tucked  in,  yet   no  good  result 
ensued,  for  in  a  short  time  it  was  extruded, 
together  with  several  large  coagula.  The  ap-  i 
plication  of  cold  was  equally  ineffectual,  for  | 
an  oval   snowball,  the  size  of  a   large  egg,  [ 
was  introduced,  and  the  bleeding  still  per-  j 
sisting,   another,  yet   larger,  was  applied, ! 
urcinff  the  preceding  one  farther  on  :   not- 
withstanding  which  the  blood  continued  to  ^ 

flow.    Dr.  Mac used  friction  most  vig-j 

orously  over  the  whole  uterine  region,  first 
with  his  hands  and  subsequently  with  large  ^ 
cakes   of    snow  ;  still  the  contraction  did ; 
not  extend  to  the  cervix.     I  must,  in  can- 
dor, acknowledge  that  there  was  one  other 
means  not  used,  and  which  is   reported  by 
Dr.  Radford,  of  ^Manchester,  Eng.,  to  have 
proved.of  much  benefit, which  is  Galvanism. 
But  he    frankly  confesses  that   contraction  | 
follows  its  application  for  a  few  moments , 
only,  and  therefere  its  use  must  be  contia-  j 
tied    or   often    repeated.     It  is,    however,  | 
probable  that  even  during  its  very  brief  and  \ 
evanescent  operation,  time  might  have  been  ' 
afforded  for  the  development  of  the  effects 
of  more  permanent  stimuli,  and  thus  life! 
have  been  saved.     But  this  new  plsn  has  to  ■ 
undergo  the  ordeal  of  a  much  more  extend- I 
ed  experience,  ere    it    can  be    received  as  j 
worthy  of  much  notice.  ' 


I  think  I  hear  the  reader  say,  "why  was 
not  Dr.  Simpson's  method  of  separating 
the  placenta  had  recourse  to  ?"  To  which 
my  rejoinder  would  be,  that  the  plan  of 
turning  is  the  one  generally  adopted,  in 
fact,  the  orthodox  method,  and  one  which 
I  have  •  practiced  with  good  success  very 
many  years  ;  never  having  lost  a  patient 
with  placenta  prcevia  w!icn  called  suScient- 
ly  early,and  before  the  system  had  been  too 
considerably  drained  of  its  blood.  It  is 
very  true  that  Dr.  S.  has  adduced  several 
cases  in  support  of  the  practice  he  advo- 
cates, but  we  all  know  how  wedded  men 
become  to  their  own  ideas  and  views,  es- 
pecially when  they  assume  the  character  of 
novelty.  It  must  stand  the  test  of  tune, 
ere  it  can  be  reco2;nized  as  a  rule  to  be 
safely  and  VLscfuUy  followed. 

In  the  course  of  bis  observations  Dr. 
Rigby  justly  remarks :  "The  practice  of 
first  detaching  the  placenta  ought  never  to 
be  adopted  unless,  1st.  The  danger  of  the 
woman  is  so  great  from  exhaustion  as  to 
render  the  ordinary  plan  of  d<j livery  by 
turning  the  child  hazardous.  2d.  Where 
there  exists  some  obstacle  to  the  extraction 
of  the  child,  either  from  distortion  in  the 
bones  of  the  pelvis,  or  tumors  connected 
with  it,  or  in  its  cavity,  but  connected  with 
the  soft  parts.  3d.  Where  the  child  ia 
dead.  Before  we  undertake  either  the  op- 
eration of  turning,  or  that  of  detaching  the 
placenta,  we  should  duly  consider  what  is 
the  condition  of  the  cervix  and  os  uteri." 

With  all  due  deference  to  such  high  au- 
thority as  that  of  Professor  Simpson,  I  un- 
hesitatingly deny  the  correctness  of  his  aS' 
sumption  that  the  hemorrhage  in  placenta 
praevia  proceeds  from  the  mass  itself — from 
its  detached  surfaces — and  not  from  the 
uterus,  the  source  of  nourishment  to  the 
placenta  and  embryo.  No  doubt  can  ex- 
ist but  that  a  certain  amount  of  blood  is  lost 
from  the  exposed  surface  of  this  body,  but 
its  vascularity  will  not  admit  of  the  im- 
mense quantities  that  flow  spontaneoiisly. 
And  the  blood  which  issued  from  this  source 
would,  of  necessity,  be  of  the  florid  or  arte- 
rial kind,  and  would  not  exude  in  a  con- 
tinuous dark  colored  stream  as  it  does,  and 
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which  can  alone  proceed  from  the  open 
mouths  of  the  immense  uterine  sinuses. — 
Common  sense  alone,  would  convince  one, 
that  the  dark  and  unceasing  flow  could  on- 
ly come  from  this  quarter,  else  how  hap- 
pens it,  that  the  blood  continues  to  escape 
in  such  abundance  after  the  placenta  has 
been  completely  expelled  ?  The  rejoinder 
is,  because  of  the  non-contraction  of  these 
gaping  and  dilated  vessels.  If  the  patient 
bleeds  to  death,  it  cannot  be  from  the  pla- 
centa, because,  according  to  the  theory  of 
Professor  S.,  upon  its  extrusion,  all  hemor- 
rhage should  cease  ;  but  most  evidently  the 
blood  proceeds  from  the  matrix  itself.  In 
many  instances,  under  a  partial  separation 
of  the  placenta,  the  hemorrhage  will  grad- 
ually cease,  and  this  admits  of  ready  ex- 
planation. The  attached  portion  of  the 
mass  acts  as  an  irritant  to  the  uteri;s, 
■whereby  the  contractions  close  the  vessels 
until,  by  a  further  dilatation  of  the  cervix, a 
new  portion  is  detached,  and  fresh  hemor- 
rhage supervenes  ;  thus  it  is  after  each 
pain,  and  the  utmost  danger  exists,  till  the 
separation  is  complete,  or  what  is  better, 
till  the  delivery  is  effected  by  turning. — 
The  case  under  consideration,  with  a  thous- 
and others  that  might  be  adduced,  affords 
ample  proof  that  the  uterus  is  the  main,  and 
properly  speaking,  the  only  source  from 
which  the  blood  issues  ;  for  before  this 
fluid  can  reach  the  placenta,  and  through 
this  medium,  the  foetus,  it  must,  of  course, 
first  pass  through  the  parent  organ.  If,  in 
every  case,  the  bleeding  stopped  on  the 
separation  of  the  placenta — even  setting 
aside  the  contraction — this  body  might  en- 
joy the  credit  of  having  done  the  good 
work,  but  it  is  preposterous  to  uphold  such 
a  doctrine.  Too  many  unfortunate  evidenc- 
es exist  to  satisfy  us  that  this  is  not  and  can- 
not be  the  case.  To  have  made  the  mere  as- 
sertion is  only  another  proof  how  rcadil3-even 
the  best  informed  men  are  to  be  led  away  by 
preconceived  ideas,  or  false  theories,  and 
how  easy  it  is  from  fallacious  premises  to 
deduce  erroneous  conclusions.  Did  the 
theory"  now  under  examination,  not  af- 
fect the  practice,  there  would  be  compar- 
atively little  to  cavil  at  ;  but  upon  the  faith 


j  of  this  doctrine,  the  practitioner  is  led  into 
1  a  most  dangerous  course.  It  is  not  to  be 
!  denied  that  there  is  such  a  mass  of  facts  in 
support  of  Dr.  S.'s  practice  that  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  the  profession  to  receive  and 
treat  the  suggestion  with  the  utmost  re- 
spect and  attention,  but  his  new  method 
has  not  yet  been  sufficiently  tested  to  war- 
rant us  in  departing  from  a  course  that  has 
met  with  the  sanction  of  the  whole  faculty, 
and  has  time  and  a  vast  amount  of  experi- 
ence to  sustain  it  and  give  it  the  force  of 
an  axiom.  There  are  many  and  powerful 
reasons  against  the  adoption  of  the  new 
method :  the  separating  of  the  placenta 
from  adhesions,  and  allowing  it  to  remain 
in  situ — to  be  expelled  by  the  uterine  efforts 
alone  ;  a  practice  to  which  much  less  ob- 
jection would  be  raised,  if  the  expulsive 
power  were  shortly  after  to  follow  ;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  case,  and  on  this 
uncertainty  mainly  rests  the  danger  to 
which  the  patient  is  necessarily  exposed, 
and  this  opinion  is  participated  in  by  many 
able  writers.  The  patient  must  naturally 
feel  excessively  uneasy  and  irritable  until 
parturition  is  accomplished. 

This  view  of  the  case  is  powerfully  sus- 
tained by  Mr.  Newnham,  a  celebrated 
accoucheur.,  who  has  these  words  in  the 
British  Record  for  1843,  page  121  :  "If 
the  placenta  be  detached,  and  the  case  now 
left  to  nature  it  may  be  even  some  dags  be- 
fore uterine  pain  is  established,  and  al- 
though there  may  be  no  hemorrhage,  yet 
the  patient  suffers  great  risk  from  the  irri- 
tation and  decomposition  of  the  placental 
mass,  while  the  practitioner,  the  patient  and 
her  friends  arc  all  kept  in  a  state  of  in- 
tense anxiety."  He  continues  :  "The  ner- 
vous system  is  so  proportion  ably  increased, 
that  the  critical  loss  of  life  is  not  dimin- 
ished." Among  other  sources  of  danger 
resulting  from  this  piactice  is,  that  the 
moment  the  placenta  is  separated,  itself  and 
contents  die,  decomposition  quickly  ensues, 
and  may  cause  fever  of  a  most  malignant 
and  dangerous  type,  which  can  lead  to  a 
fatal  issue,  even  after  the  extrusion  of  the 
putrid  mass.  For  all  these  reasons,  wo 
cannot   be  surprised   if  Dr.   Tyler   Smith 


156  NORTHERN  LANCET, 


terms  it  "a  rash  plan."  Aud  may  it  not| uterine  hemorrhage,  may  not  be  deemed 
prove  to  be  "one  of  those  determined  at- 1  ill-timed  or  out  of  place, 
tempts  at  novelty,  which  a  little,  perhaps  j  At  any  stage  of  gestation,  more  especial- 
fatal,  experience  may  cure  r"  This  is  the  ly  towards  the  latter  months,  all  discharge 
language  of  Da.oees,  one  of  the  ablest  aud ,  of  blood  should  at  once  arrest  attention.  If 
most  philosophical  writers  on  Obstetrics,  resulting  from  an  ccciJfn^,  little  else  is  to 
aud  uttered  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  in|be  done  than  to  enjoin  rest,  the  horizontal 
respect  to  some  such  like,  new  scheme,; posture,  a  cool  temperature,  cold  applica- 
broached  at  that  time.  !  tions  to  the  vulva  and  pubes,  cold  acidulat- 

Whilst  we  should  not  at  once  discard  ed  beverages  ;  the  bowels  to  be  kept  easy 
this  "novelty,"  we  should  not  blindly  put  by  very  gentle  saline  aperients,  avoiding 
it  in  practice,  for  the  reasons  just  enume-  strictly,  however,  all  purging  and  straining 
rated,  and  which  are  further  forcibly  sup- !  at  stool.  If  plethora  be  present,  a  small 
ported  in  the  following  sentiment,  by  one  bleeding  from  the  arm  may  be  requisite, 
of  the  most  distinguished  authors  of  the  and  opiates,  if  there  is  pain  and  restless- 
age — perhaps  the  first  practitioner  of  raod-jness.  In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  there 
ern  times,  the  celebrated  Velpeau  :  "The  :  is  little  to  be  apprehended  ;  sometimes,it  is 
termination  of  labor,  should  never  be  left  to 'true,  the  hemorrhage  may  be  rather  violent, 
nature,  when  the  hemorrhage  is  occasioned: but  the  cure  is  near  at  hand,  as  abortion 
by  the  insertion  of  the  placenta  upon  the  or  miscarriage  soon  takes  place.  But  if 
OS  uteri ;"  a  dogma  which,  it  would  seem, 'there  is  a  sudden  gush  of  blood  and  it  be 
every  medical  man  should  abide  by,  till :  renewed  at  each  slight  pain,  we  may  anti- 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  error.  jcipate  the  existence  of  unavoidable  hemor- 

But  to  return  to  our  case,  I  am  in  can-  rhage.  On  a  careful  examination,  a  spongy, 
dor,  bound  to  acknowledge  that  there  was! fleshy,  and  irregular  substance  will  be  de- 
one  other  means  deserving  of  trial,  which !  tected,  plugging  the  mouth  of  the  uterus, 
at  the  time  had  escaped  my  mind,  and  that  i  although  this  is  just  opening.  In  such  a 
is  Velpeau 's  practice,  one  which  I  have  j  case  the  patient  should  be  placed  upon  a 
never  yet  had  occasion  to  adopt.  I  shall 'a  hard  and  level  bed,  with  only  one  pillow; 
quote  his  own  words  :     "A    practice    that  i  a  plug  should  be  applied,  made  with  a  silk 


seems  to  me  to  deserve  the  attention  of  ev- 
ery practitioner,  is  the  application  of  sina- 
pisms between  the  shoulders.    I  have  made 


kerchief,  and  kindly,  but  firmly,  urged  up 
as  high  as  possible.  Cold  applications 
should  be  made  over  the  parte,  the  utmost 


use  of  it  often  enough,  and  in  cases  suffi-j  quietude  enjoined,  if  faintness  supervene, 
ciently  various,  to  enable  me  to  affirm  that  Uiff^sible  stimuli  maybe  administered,  of 
it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful  and  most  use-  which  the  most  efficient,  probably,  will  be 
ful  revulsives  that  can  be  recommended.  I  thirty  drops  of  Tinct  Opii,with  a  tea  spoon- 
have  elsewhere  stated  the  anatomical  and 'ful  of  the  AromaticSpirit  of  Ammonia.  If  the 
physiological  considerations  by  which  I  was  debility  increases,  internal  hemorrhage  may 
led  to  its  employment."  He  cites  a  very  be  inferred,  when  the  plug  should  be  with- 
striking  case  where  this  method  eflFec ted  drawn — if  it  has  not  been  protruded,  as 
all  that  could  be  desired,  and  proceeds  to  i  generally  occurs,  by  the  clots  behind  it — 
say,  "Now  there  ought  to  be  nothing  sur-jaud  the  os  uteri  should  be  examined.  If  it 
prising  in  such  a  result,  when  we  rcflectjis  of  the  siae  of  a  York  shilling,  and  soft, 
with   what  rapidity  sympathetic  irritations' the   hand   should   be  introduced,  pressing 


are  brought  into  play  by  the  action  of  the 
mustard." 


gently,  yet  perseveringly,  and  it  will  ex- 
pand without  danger  of  laceration  ;  and  the 


As  the  object  of  the  "  Northern  attempts  should  not  be  abandoned  until 
L.vkcet"  is  to  be  of  use  to  a  most  ar- j  turning  is  accomplished.  Then  the  child 
duonsand  important  profession,  a  few  brief;  should  be  extracted  slowly  and  cautiously, 
remark.',   as  a  resume,  on  the  trcalmcut  of  while  pressure  is  being  made  over  the  ab- 
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domen,  as  the  uterus  is  emptied ;  immedi- 
ately after  which,  and  without  tossing  or 
turning,  or  fatiguing  the  patient,  a  thick 
compress  and  hinder  should  be  carefully 
applied.  The  opium  and  stimulants  may 
be  repeated  every  ten  minutes,  in  doses 
according  to  the  exigencies,  if  the  bleeding 
is  violent  and  collapse  approaches.  To 
guard  against  post  mortem  hemorrhage,  a 
large  dose  of  ergot— say  half  a  drachm- 
should  be  prescribed,  and  repeated  accord- 
ing to  the  urgency  of  the  case,  while  brandy 
and  water  are  frequently  partaken  of.  A 
plug  immersed  in  cold  water— if  snow  or 
ice  cannot  be  obtained,  which  would  be 
preferable— should  be  applied  and  pushed 
high  up,  whilst  cold  water  or  snow  is  forci- 
bly dashed  upon  the  naked  abdomen,  and 
frictions  made,  &c.  These  measures,  en- 
ergetically enforced,  will  be  found  in  the 
great  majority  of  instances,  to  be  quite 
successful.  But  when  the  hemorrhage  oc- 
curs about  the  sixth  or  seventh  month,  it 
will  seldom  be  necessary  to  have  recourse 
to  version,  for  the  foetus  is  usually  expelled 
by  the  natural  powers  ;  neither  is  the  flood- 
ing so  great  as  at  a  later  period,  while 
there  is  more  tone  in  the  system,  the  blood 
vessels  much  less  depressed.    . 

■  I    do   not   think   astringents  should  be 
employed,  as  they  can  scarcely  be  suf&cient- 
ly  prompt   in  their  effects,  and  may  subse- 
quently prove  injurious.     It  would  be  well, 
,  as   a  most  useful   stimulant  by  which  to 

\  ^V.ai\)use  the  energies  of  the  system,  to  apply 
^*%^JIJ  ^j'>ja;jisOT  extending  from  the  shoulders  to 
>».:j>  the  loins.  Whilst  other  means  are  being 
employed.  Galvanism  may  be  tried;  but 
transfusion,  under  the  best  circumstances, 
can  be  of  but  little  benefit — the  blood  es- 
caping in  a  much  larger  proportion  than 
can  be  introduced,  while  most  valuable 
time  is  lost  in  the  attempt,  and  the  practi- 
tioner's attention  is  withdrawn,  in  some 
measure,  from  more  powerful  means.  The 
medical  attendant  should  not  absent  him- 
self from  the  bedside  for  a  moment,  until 
all  seems  safe ;  and  even  then  he  should  be 
at  hand,  for,  from  one  instant  to  another, 
there  may  be  a  return  of  all  the  evil.  I 
am  skeptical  with  regard  to  the  utility  of 


injecting  cold  water  into  the  womb.  It 
may  not  be  out  of  place  to  state,  that  it 
has  come  to  my  knowledge,  that  a  largo 
syringe-full  of  ice  water  was,  in  a  desperate 
case,poured  into  the  uterus,and  ere  the  op- 
eration was  well  concluded,  the  patient  ex- 
claimed "I  am  killed  !"  The  most  intense 
dyspnoea  ensued,  and  in  less  than  twenty 
minutes  she  was  a  corpse. 

Should  this  hastily  written  article  prove 
of  the  smallest  advantage  to  the  profession, 
and  through  it  to  humanity,  the  author  will 
esteem  himself  amply  compensated  for  his 

labor. 

12th  April,  1850. 


[For  the  Lancet  &  Gazette  ] 

Erysipelatous  Inflammation  of  tiie 
Throat. 


Dr.  Nelson  : — Having  read  an  artlcio^ 
in  your  first  No.,  on  "Nitrate  of  Silver  in 
Croup,"  reported  by  Dr.  J.  Bryan,  in. the 
Phil.  Med.  Examiner,  I  am  induced, toi 
send  you  the  following  case  for  insertion  in 
the  Lancet,  if  you  deem  it  of  sufficient  in- 
terest. I  do  this  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing that  the  successful  result  of  Dr.  Bry- 
an's case  was  owing  more  to  the  mechanical 
aid  (if  I  may  so  call  it)  afforded  by  the  in-: 
troduction  of  the  sponge  and  whalebone, 
thereby  dislodging  the  thick,  tenacious 
mucous,  than  to  any  therapeutic  effects  of 
the  nitrate  of  silver. 

In  the  winter  of  1842,  when  that  fearful 
Erysipelatous  epidemic,  commonly  called 
'•'■Throat-ail,,''''  pervaded  with  such  dread- 
ful fatality  throughout  this  northern  sec- 
tion, I  was  residing  in  Addison,  Vt.  One 
evening  I  was  called  by  Mr.  E,,  of  that 
place,  to  visit  his  infant  son,  about  ten 
months  old,  who,  he  said,  was  taken  with 
the  "throat-ail."  On  arriving  at  the  house, 
I  found  the  little  fellow  laboring  under  the 
severest  symptoms  of  croup.  I  ordered 
calomel  and  pulv.  Sanguinaria,  of  each  2 
o-rs.,  repeated  every  hour,  until  catharsis 
took  place  ;  a  small  blister  applied  over' 
the  top  of  the  sternum,  and  flannel  cloths 
wrung  in  hot  water  to  be  wrapped  around 
his  neck.  This  was  about  six  o'clock  P. 
M.,   and   having  urgent    busiuesa,    I_  had 


158 


NORTHERN  LANCET. 


to  leave.  At  two,  next  morning,  I  was 
again  hastily  summoned  by  Mr.  E.,  saying 
Ma  child  was  "choking  to  death."  I  found 
him  laboring  extremely  for  breath,  every 
inspiration  being  accompanied  with  the' 
shrUl,  brazen  whistle,  peculiar  to  the  disease. 
Vomiting  had  been  induced  by  the  sanguin- 
aria,  and  the  bowels  moved  by  the  calomel, 
but  no  relief  obtained.  Small  shreds,  of  a 
membranous  character  had  been  thrown 
up,  but  still  the  rattling  in  the  throat,  and 
laborous  breathing  evinced  an  accumulation 
of  very  tough  phlegm  which,  unless  dislodg- 
ed, would  shortly  destroy  life. 

I  again  resorted  to  a  liberal  use  of  san- 
guinaria  and  full  vomiting  was  quickly  pro- 
duced, but  to  my  disappointment,  no  mu- 
cus was  discharged,  and  the  symptoms  re- 
mained unrelieved.  Something  must  be 
done  immediately  or  the  little  sufferer  must 
perish.  The  phlegm  was  raised  up  in  sight, 
but  could  not  be  discharged  by  his  own  ef- 
forts, owing  to  its  extreme  tenacity.  I 
called  for  some  sharp  vinegar,  and  adding 
equal  parts  of  molasses,simmered  it  together, 
then  taking  the  barbed  end  of  a  goose  quill, 
I  dipped  it  in  the  mixture  and  passed  it 
far  down  the  larynx  and  quickly  rolling  the 
quill  between  my  thumb  and  fingers,  with- 
drew it,  with  a  spoonful  of  thick,  ropy  mu- 
cus adhering  to  it.  Partial  relief  followed 
this  and  I  as  encouraged  to  try  it  again,  al- 
though my  little  patient  was  nearly  strang- 
led by  the  first  operation.  Waiting  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour,  the  quill  was  again  inserted, 
and  with  like  success,  a  large  quantity  of 
the  same  tough,  stringy  phlegm  being  drawn 
out  by  the  quill.  I  now  supposed  the  child 
would  be  relieved,  from  the  large  quantity 
of  mucus  that  had  been  dislodged  ;  but  to 
my  alarm,  his  breathing  was  still  hard,  and 
with  a  crowing  sound,  showing  more  mucus 
was  still  retained.  The  parents  were  now 
80  much  alarmed  as  to  object  to  my  further 
attempts,  and  indeed  the  appearance  of  the 
child  was  frightful  enough  ;  with  its  head 
thrown  back,  gasping  for  breath,  and  face 
purple  from   suffocation,  it  was   evideatly 


about  breathing  its  last.    Conscious,  howev- 
er, that  if  the  phlegm  could  be  dislodged,  it 
would  be  saved,  I  took  the    child  from   its 
mother's   arms,  and    against    her    remon- 
strances  and   entreaties,    again   thrust  the 
quill  far  down  its  throat,  and  rolling  it  be- 
tween my  fingers  several  times,  drew  it  forth 
with  nearly  two  ounces  of  the  toughest  and 
most  tenacious  mucus   I   ever  saw,  inter- 
mixed with  portions  of  membrane.     It  was 
so   thick  and   elastic  that  it  fell   from  the  - 
quill,  and  quivered  like  the  white  of  an  egg, 
as  it  lay  on  the  floor.     A  loud  cry  and  full 
and  free  respiration  followed,  attesting  the 
success  of  the  experiment,  and  the  safety  of 
the  child.     It   soon  fell  into  a  quiet  sleep, 
and  convalescence  followed  immediately. — 
Since  then,  I  have  used  it  several  times  with 
like  success,  and   I   am   persuaded    many 
children  may  be  saved  by  the  timely  use  of 
some^such  mechanical  aid  when  other  means 
fail.     I  would  here  observe,  let  no  one  be 
deterred  from   a  repetition  of  the  trial  by 
the  struggles  of  the  infant,  for  no  harm  can 
possibly  occur,  if  a  proper  degree  of  caution 
be  observed  in  its  introduction. 
Yours  truly, 
D.  C.  GOODALE,  M.  D. 
Adirondack,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1850. 

[For  the  Lancet  and  Gazette.] 

Inoculation  \^ith  Animal  Matter. 


BY  CH.\3.  H.   CLEAVELAND 


Messrs.  Editors  : 

I  am  disposed  to  occupy  a  few  momenta, 
in  furnishing  the  readers  of  the  Northern 
Lancet,  with  a  little  of  my  personal  expe- 
rience. 

About  the  twenty-fifth  of  last  February, 
while  in  the  enjoyment  of  excellent  health 
I  was  asked  by  a  near  neighbor  to  look  at  a 
valuable  mare  of  his,  which  he  thought 
must  be  dying,  as  she  was  very  sick  and  in 
a  very  unusual  way.  I  at  once  stepped  to 
his  stable,  and  a  moment's  observation  led 
me  to  conclude  she  was  on  the  moment  of 
foalin;;.     The  owner  and   his  hostler  botli 
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denied  the  possibility  of  sucli  being  the  fact. 
I,  however,  chose  to  be  guided  by  the  advice 
of  my  former  teacher,  Prof.  Crosby,  of 
Dartmouth,  who  used  frequently  to  tell  his 
Btudents,  "In  all  things  trust  not  too  much 
to  others,  but  see  with  your  own  eyes,  feel 
with  your  own  hands  and  judge  with  your 
own  judgment."  Acting  on  it,  I  felt  with 
my  own  hand,  and  very  shortly  drew  forth 
a  two-thirds  grown  colt,  which  had  com- 
menced to  decompose. 

I  gave  a  few  directions  for  the  proper 
care  of  the  animal,  and  after  but  a  very 
brief  period,  carefully  washed  myself  with 
water  and  soap.  As  my  hand  and  arm  re- 
tained the  putrefactive  odor,  I  again  wash- 
ed with  care,  and  proceeded  about  my  or- 
dinary business. 

At  this  time  my  hand  and  arm  were  en- 
tirely exempt  from  any  abrasion  of  the  skin, 
or  any  eruption  ;  but  two  days  afterwards,  I 
discovered  the  arm  to  be  plentifully  cover- 
ed with  little  pimples,  which  burned  and 
smarted  in  an  unusual  manner,  but  as  yet, 
I  had  no  suspicion  of  the  true  cause  of 
them.  The  next  day  these  eruptions  were 
enlarged  and  more  painful,  and  I  then  re^ 
collected  the  exposure  I  had  been  subject 
to,  and  viewing  the  poison  as  an  animal 
ferment,  I  applied  cloths  wet  with  strong 
aqua  ammonia  until  vescication  was  produ- 
ced on  the  apex  of  each  eruptive  point. — 
Then  I  could  see  what  appeared  to  be  a 
dead  gland  in  the  centre  of  each,  the  glands 
ranging  from  the  size  of  a  bead  to  the  size 
of  a  pea.  I  now  wrapped  up  my  arm  in 
cloths  wrung  out  in  cold  water  in  which 
acetate  of  lead  had  been  dissolved  to  the 
point  of  saturation,  and  changed  the  appli- 
cation every  hour  or  two.  Seeing  that  this 
course  of  treatment  did  not  arrest  the  dis- 
ease, I  took  of  Seidlitz  powders  a  sufficient 
quantity  to  produce  free  catharsis,  and  after 
consulting  with  several  members  of  the  pro- 
fession, who  advised  no  change  of  treat- 
ment, and  spoke  in  no  very  encouraging 
terms  in  regard  to  the  final  result,  I  con- 
cluded to  try  other  remedies.     The  disease 


had  now  progressed  eight  days,  and  was  af- 
j  fecting  the  general  system  somewhat,  as 
;  was  shown  by  a  feeling  of  fretfulness,  and 
general  lassitude,  together  with  rigors,  and 
a  crawling  sensation  in  the  muscles,  a  gen- 
eral lameness  and  soreness  throughout  the 
system,  but  especially  in  the  back,  and  an 
irritability  of  the  nerves  never  before  felt. — 
Yet  all  this  time  there  was  no  apparent  in- 
flammation of  the  lymphatics,  or  swelling 
of  the  axillary  glands,  as  I  had  anticipated. 

I  now  took  blue  pills  with  the  Seidlitz 
powders,  and  an  infusion  of  the  indiginou* 
Scull-cap  ;  and  in  place  of  the  Acet.  Sat., 
I  dissolved  the  hydro  chlorate  of  ammonia 
iu  the  cold  water,  and  kept  my  arm  con- 
stantly enveloped  in  cloths  frequently  wet 
in  the  solution,  and  changed  as  often  as  they 
became  warm.  Whenever  the  arm  was 
allowed  to  remain  uncovered  for  but  a  very 
short  time,  it  felt  as  a  severe  burn  does 
when  held  near  a  fire.  About  the  twelfth 
or  thirteenth  day  the  arm  became  softened, 
and  that  day  and  the  next,  I  was  able  to 
press  from  each  swelling,  cores  which  had 
been  sloughed  and  around  which  pus  had 
collected  in  considerable  quantities.  The 
arm  was  much  decomposed  and  boggy  from 
the  elbow  to  the  wrist,  but  soon  healed  up, 
leaving  only  a  discoloration  and  hardnew 
under  the  skin. 

Now,  six  weeks  from  the  first  attaek, 
my  arm  is  nearly  well  and  my  general 
health  nearly  restored,  but  still,  any  little 
scratch  or  rupture  of  the  skin  will  fester 
and  remain  a  long  time  unhealed. 

In  two  weeks'  time  I  lost  fourteen  pound* 
of  flesh. 

I  have  given  the  history  of  this  case  that 
it  may  be  a  caution  to  members  of  the  pro- 
fession not  to  practice  the  obstetric  art  up- 
on the  lower  animals  ;  but  mainly  to  add 
my  mite  to  the  little  that  is  to  be  found  re- 
corded respecting  the  treatment  of  disease* 
produced  by  innoculation  with  animal  mat- 
ter, while  undergoing  spontaneous  decompo- 
sition, and  at  the  present  time  I  beg  to  be 
excused  from  all  theorization  rsRpecting  th« 
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proximate    cause  of  this  class  of  diseases. 

This  case  has  another  claim  upon  my  at- 
tention than  the  simple  one  that  I  -^vas  the 
;:uSercr.  A  neighbor  but  a  few  years 
since  died  from  a  cause  similar  to  the  one 
■which  affected  me,  and  I  pursued  a  course 
very  unlike  the  one  which  was  adopted  in 
the  other.  Perhaps  that  may  be  detailed 
at  a  future  time. 

Waterbury,  Vt.,  April  20,  1850. 


[For  the  Lancet  and  Gazette.  ] 

Insomnolenee  in  a  Case  of  Scarlatina) 
treated  witli  Camplior. 

BY  FETER  L.  HOYT,  M.  D. 


I.  S.,  a  girl  of  eleven  years,  was  attacked 
March  14,  1850,  with  Scarlet  Fever. — 
The  second  night  from  the  commencement 
of  the  disease  she  became  delirious  and 
sleepless,  which  state  continued  for  three 
days.  The  delirium  was  for  some  part  of 
the  time  very  violent,  so  much  so  as  to  need 
restraint  to  keep  her  iu  the  bed.  Skin  very 
hot,  feet  and  hands  purple  and  considera- 
bly swollen,  pulse  very  cjuiek,  tongue  and 
lips  parched  and  cracked,  the  lips  covered 
with  a  dark  crust  and  the  tongue  raw  and 
bleeding.  After  having  used  opium  and  hy- 
osciamus  without  producing  the  least  drows- 
iness, (the  former  evidently  increasing  the 
delirium)  I  was  advised  by  a  medical  friend 
to  give  camphor, combined  with  the  infusion 
of  hops  and  sulph.  ether,  as  recommended  by 
Raspail  in  the  treatment  of  Insomnolenee 
in  the  first  stages  of  insanity. 

Accordingly,  I  prescribed  camphor,  2 
grs.,  to  be  washed  down  with  a  wine  glass 
full  of  the  infusion  of  hops,  to  which  10 
drops  of  sulph.  ether  were  added.  In  less 
than  an  hour  after  taking  the  first  dose,  my 
patient  was  in  a  sound  sleep,  which  lasted 
for  about  eight  hours. 

She   waked    nearly    rational    and  very 
muoh  refreshed.     I  continued  the  prescrip- 
tion morning  and  evening,  for  tluree  or  four  i 
.ilays,  which  was  very  servicable  in  allaying! 


the  extreme  nervous  irritability,  which  is 
so  destroying  in  severe  cases  of  this  dis- 
ease. 

Wentworth,  N.  H.,  May  3d,  1850. 

[For  the  Northern  Lancet  and  Gazette.] 

Case  of  Polypus  of  the  Uterus  success- 
fully removed  by  Ligature. 

BY  BOSWELL  BATES,  M.  D.,  FGET  COVINGTON. 


To  THE  Editors  of  the 

Northern  Lancet  : 
Gentlemen  : — Should  you  think  the 
following  communication  entitled  to  the 
honor  of  public  perusal,  please  give  it  a 
place  in  the  pages  of  the  Northern  Lancet 
and  Gazette- 

Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

GEO.  HOWE. 
Chateaugay,  April  10th,  1850. 


]\Irs.  C ,  of  an  adjoining  town,  aged 

48,  and  mother  of  four  children,  the  young- 
est of  which  is  9  years  old,  consulted  me 
in  Sept.  1849,  on  account  of  uterine  diffi- 
culty. She  was  nervous,  countenance  pale, 
had. frequent  sanguineus  discharges  from 
the  uterus,  and  had  for  eight  years  more  or 
less  leucorrhoea.  Her  health  had  suf- 
fered so  much,  that  she  was  unfit  for  any  ex- 
ertion. She  had  for  some  time  been  under 
the  care  of  a  medical  gentlemen,  who  had 
treated  her,  she  said,  "for  falling  down  of 
the  womb,  without  givinrr  her  any  relief." 
On  examination,  I  found  a  large,  firm,  in- 
sensible tumor,  filling  the  entire  vagina ; 
its  pedicle,  about  the  thickness  of  two  fin- 
gers, could  be  distinctly  felt  projecting  at 
the  OS  uteri. 

I  informed  her  of  the  nature  of  her  com- 
plaint, of  the  only  course  of  treatment,  and 
urged  her  to  submit  to  the  operation.  But 
she  declined,  "fearing,"  she  said,  "that  she 
could  not  endure  it."  So  I  saw  her  occa- 
sionally, till  February  following,  when  she 
became  willing,  nay,  anxious,  to  have  it  re- 
moved. 

I  requested  that  my  friend,  Dr.  Bates,  of 
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Fort  Covington,  should  superintend  the  op- 
eration. Accordingly,  on  the  15th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1850,  he  proceeded  in  the  presence 
of  several  medical  gentlemen  to  the  opera- 
tion. , 

The  patient  was  placed  on  the  left  side, 
the  hreech  near  the  edge  of  the  bed  and  the 
thighs  drawn  up  to  the  abdomen.  The  in- 
strument, perforated  at  both  extremities 
and  armed  with  a  strong  ligature,  was  guid- 
ed along  the  finger,  until  it  reached  the 
neck  of  the  poljpus.  This  was  accomplish- 
ed with  little  difficulty.  The  loop  was  then 
carried  up,  and  the  ends  drawn  down,  and 
Laving  ascertained  by  passing  the  finger 
around  the  pedicle,  that  no  part  of  the  ute- 
rus was  included,  the  ligature  was  gradual- 
ly but  firmly  tightened,  and  the  ends  se- 
cured to  that  end  of  the  instrument  which 
passed  out  externally.  Very  little  blood 
was  lost  during  the  operation,  and  the  pa- 
tient bore  it  admirably. 

On  the  16th,  I  found  some  tenderness  of 
the  abdomen,  pulse  100,  soft ;  bladder  dis- 
tended ;  ordered  fomentations  to  the  abdo- 
men, cnemata,  catheterismus. 

17th.  Fever  ;  pulse  110  ;  tongue  coated. 
Seidlitz  powders,  fomentations,  continued  ; 
rest ;  introduced  catheter,  tightened  liga- 
ture ;  glyster. 

18th.  Ligature  again  tightened;  fetor; 
pulse '90  ;  bov/els  moved  last  night ;  dis- 
charge from  the  vagina  ;  vaginal  injection. 

20th.  Ligature  again  tightened  ;  abdo- 
men less  tense ;  had  micturated ;  more 
abundant  discharge  ;  night  perspiration; 
symptoms  improving  ;  and  I  may  say,  the 
case  progressing  favorably. 

The  ligature  now  was  daily  tightened, 
tmtll  the  24th,  the  9th  day  from  the  opera- 
tion, when  I  found,  on  examination,  that  our 
object  was  accomplished.  The  ligature 
now  came  away.  The  polypus,  from  its 
size,  could  not  be  readily  taken  hold  of ; 
-but,  however,  I-succeded  in  turning  it,  and 
seizing  it  by  the  neck,  extracted  it.  It  ex- 
hibited, when   cut  into,    a  dense,    white, 


fibrous  substance,  and  weighed  1 1  ounces. 

The  above  are  the  most  prominent  symp- 
toms that  occurred. 

I  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  make  a 
a  longer  detail  of  the  treatment,  as  it  was 
attended  with  a  fortunate  result. 

The  sanguineus  discharge  ceased  in  a 
few  days  ;  but  there  continued  for  two  or 
three  weeks,  a  moderate  leucorrhoea  From 
this  time  she  gained  her  health  very 
rapidly,  and  is  now  well,  and  able  to  attend 
to  her  domestic  avocations. 


(For  the  Lancet  &  Gazette.) 

€ase  of  Cong^  .-.Ital  Extension  of  Cere- 
trunir-Spoutaneous  Recovery. 


BY  LEVI  SLUSSER,  M.  D. 


Mrs.   P.,  jct.   19,   primipara,  of    Icuco- 


phlegmatic  habit  was  delivered,  28th  Nov. 
last,  by  a  midwife,  of  a  female  child,  which, 
on  washing  was  observed  to  present  upon 
its  head,  an  unnatural  protuberance.  The 
parents,  alarmed  at  its  appearance,  sent  for 
me,  and  upon  examination,  I  found  an  ex- 
tension of  cerebral  substance  as  large  as 
half  a  hen's  egg,  occupying  a  central  por- 
tion of  the  right  parietal  bone.  Both  fon- 
tanels were  open,  and  entirely  disconnected 
with  the  tumor.  The  child  had  evidently 
attained  its  full  period  of  utero -gestation, 
as  it  was  fully  developed  in  all  its  parts  with 
the  exception  of  this  deficiency,  and  gave 
vigorous  signs  of  health.  The  presentation 
was  represented  to  be  cephalic  and  the  la- 
bor easy. 

The  boundary  of  the  tumor  could  easily 
be  traced  in  the  corrugated  margin  of  the 
bone.  It  was  soft  and  without  fluctuation. 
Pressure  upon  the  mass,  long  continued,  ap- 
peared to  excite  symptoms  of  convulsions. 
At  a  loss  what  course  to  adopt  for  the  man- 
agement of  so  anomalous  a  ease,  I  decided, 
upon  reflection,  to  treat  it  in  acccordance 
with  the  Homoeopathic  motto,  ^'■similia^  si- 
milibiis,  curantur,''''  that  is,  having  been 
produced  by  nature,  whatever  could  be 
successfully  done  for  its  restoration  must  b# 
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effected  by  the  same  agent.  Accordingly, 
the  vis  medicatrix  naturcz  was  prescribed. 

The  mother  was  attacked  a  few  days  af- 
ter confinement,  with  puerperal  fever.  Her 
convalescence  was  tedious,  and  being  una- 
ble to  supply  sufficient  nourishment  for  the 
support  of  the  child,  it  was  fed  by  hand. — 
As  a  consequence  of  improper  nursing,  it 
BufTered  considerably  from  gastro-intestinal 
trouble.  This  being  corrected  by  the  ex- 
hibition of  proper  remedial  agents,  the  child 
improved  in  appearance  daily,  and  was  soon 
in  a  thriving  condition. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  I  could  per- 
ceive no  change  in  the  size  of  the  tumor. 
During  the  third  weck,however,as  the  child 
improved  in  health,  there  was  an  evident 
decrease.  Bony  matter  continued  to  be 
thrown  out  until  there  was  a  complete  un- 
ion of  the  pavieties  ;  where  the  tumor  was, 
is  now  a  callous  ridge,  firm  and  distinctly 
elevated,  though  being  now  covered  with 
hair,  and  not  perceptible,  except  by  manu- 
al examination.  The  child  is  healthy,  and 
gives  every  indication  of  being  perfectly 
rational,  a  consummation  that  many  doubt- 
ed. 

Canal  Fulton,  Ohio,  April  1850. 


The  Insane. — Of  all  the  unfortunate 
who  come  beneath  our  notice  those  who 
have  lost  their  reason,  who  wander  about  in 
mental  darkness,  are  most  deeply  afilicted  ; 
on  such  the  hand  of  a  mysterious  Provi- 
dence seems  most  heavily  to  rest.  They 
have  therefore  the  strongest  claims  on  the 
Bympathies  of  those  who  have  it  in  their 
power  to  ameliorate  their  condition. 

We  see  it  stated  in  an  exchange  that 
Miss  Dix.  the  distinguished  philanthropist, 
in  a  memorial  to  Congress,  by  which  she 
asks  a  grant  of  land  for  the  benefit  of  the 
insane  in  our  country,  shows  that  in  the 
New  England  States  the  proportion  of  the 
'insane  to  the  whole  population,  is  about  one 
•in  600;  in  the  Middle  States  it  is  one  in 
900  ;  and  that  in  the  Western  States  it  is 
one  in  1300.  The  worst  state  is  Rhode 
Island,  where  there  is  one  to  every  503  : 
and  the  best.  South  Carolina,  where  there  j 
is  one  to  every  6,158.  In 'some  of  these  i 
:  States  there  is  comparatively  excellent  j 
provieioQ  for  the  insane  ;  but  in  others  lit- 
tle or  nothing  has  been  done. — Argus. 
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"truth  WITHOUT  FEAR." 

'.•  All  articles  in  this  department,  for  which  the  writer 
only  becomts  responsible,  will  be  designated  as  followi:- 

FBANCIS  j.    D'AvlONfJN,    • 
HORACB  NBLSON,  t 


To  our  Readers, 


Owing  to  the  length  of  the  Medical  Ev- 
idence elicited  in  the  trial  of  Professor 
Webster,  as  also  the  Prisoner's  and  the 
Judge's  Addresses,  and  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  our  Correspondents,  we  have 
omitted  our  fifth  Essay  on  Anatomy,  and 
several  papers  prepared  for  this  number. — 
The  evidence  in  this  trial  is  of  the  most 
lively  intetest,  and  demonstrates  what  may 
be  satisfactorily  obtained  by  a  proper  course 
and  a  well  directed  train  of  reasonins. — 
The  medical  witnesses  have  without  a  sem- 
blance of  a  doubt  demonstrated  that  the  re- 
mains found  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Medi- 
cal College,  were  those  of  a  man  whose  age 
and  "physical  measurements"  correspond- 
ed with  those  of  Dr.  Parkman.  But  are 
they  the  remains  of  that  unfortunate  man  .' 
or  is  he  not  a  wanderer  through  the  land,  a 
victim  to  mental  hallucination  ?  "j- 


Dislocations  and  Fractures, 


We  have  a  few  days  since,  procured  one 
of  Jarvis's  Adjusters,  an  apparatus, 
wherewith  all  and  every  species  of  disloca- 
tion and  fractures  can  be  readily  reduced 
and  adjusted  by  the  surgeon,  withc*it  any 
foreign  assistance.  It  would  be  useless  for  us 
to  say  anything  commendatory  of  this  very 
ingenious  and  satisfactory  instrument ;  the 
invention  has  already  secured  the  approval 
of  the  most  distinguished  surgeons  in  Eu- 
rope and  America,  and  it  is  deeply  to  be 
regretted  that  an  instrument  so  admirably 
calculated  to  remedy  this  numerous  class  of 
accidents,  should  not  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  practicing  physician,  who  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning  is  bummoned  to  the  assist- 
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anoo  of  some  patient,  and  must  have  re- 
course to  the  "good  old  way"  of  cloths, 
bandages,  splints  and  stuffing.  The  appli- 
cation of  the  instrument  must  always  be 
successful,  and  effectually  prevent  the  oc- 
currence of  those  unfortunate  results,  the 
disgrace  of  the  profession,  a  crooked  limb, 
the  sheriff,  and  a  law-suit,  with  its  concom- 
itants. 

Mr.  Bagley,  the  agent,  has  informed  us 
that  ours  is  the  only  one  he  has  disposed  of. 
North  of  Troy.  Should  any  of  our  friends 
wish  to  examine  it,  and  to  see  its  applica- 
tion, they  may  do  so  by  calling  at  the  of- 
fice of  the  Lancet.  t 


Medical  Jurisprudence. 


dollars,  and  the  sum  was  raised  and  placed 
upon  interest  before  a  policy  was  issued. — 
The  managers  of  the  company  are  among 
our  most  respectable  and  responsible  citi- 
zens. They  are  men  who  exercise  the  ut- 
most care  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
and  are  determined  to  do  a  safe  and  respec- 
table business.  They  insui-e  on  the  mutual 
plan,  if  that  plan  is  preferred  by  the  insur- 
ed. But  the  joint  stock  plan  is  preferred 
by  most  of  the  applicants.  Policies  under 
this  head  are  issued  at  the  rate  of  33i  per 
cent,  less  than  under  the  mutual  system. — 
It  has  another  advantage,  viz  :  it  requires 
no  note  which  may  be  at  a  late  day,  a 
source  of  embarrassment  to  the  insured.— 
On  the  whole,  we  look  upon  this  company 
as  not  only  one  of  the  most  prospcrous,but 
one  of  the  very  best  in  the  counrty. 


The  interest  which  our  Medico -Legal 
Department,  is  exciting  among  profession- 
al men,  and  the  advantage  which  might 
arise  from  its  careful  direction,  have  pre- 
vailed upon  us  to  entrust  it  to  our  brother, 
Mr.  Anthony  C  Nelson,  who  also  be- 
comes connected  with  the  general  arrang- 
ment  of  the  Lancet. 

The  publication  of  Prof.  Thomson's 
Lectures  on  Medical  Jurisprudence,  will  be 
resumed  in  our  next,  under  Mr.  N.'s  su- 
pervision, and  will  continue  to  appear,  di- 
vested of  such  matter  as  is  not  practically 
useful  to  the  American  reader,  and  adapted 
to  the  peculiarities  of  our  legislative  and  ju- 
dicial systems.  t 

Life  and  Healtli  Insurance. 


Our  Portrait  Gallery. 

The  reader  will  remark  the  omission  of 
the  Portrait  and  Biography  in  this  number. 
We  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  say,  that 
some  irregularity  will  attend  their  future 
publication.  For  the  present,  we  areata 
stand  for  want  of  "subjects."  We  have 
addressed  letters  to  several  members  of  the 
medical  and  legal  professions,  in  and  out  of 
the  counties  of  Clinton  and  Essex ;  in  a 
few  instances  we  have  been  favored  with 
answers,  while  tho  majority  have  made  no 
acknowledgements  of  our  letters. 

Poisoning  with  Pie  Plant. 

We  regret  to  learn  that  the  family  of  Col. 
C.  D.  Barton,  of  Keeseville,  were  poison- 
ed on  the  9th  inst,  by  eating  greens  made 
from  the  leaves  of  the  Bheumr  haponticum^ 
common  rhubarb,  or  pie-plant.  Soon  after 
dinner,  the  whole  family  were  taken  alarm- 
ingly sick,  and  our  medical  friends  were 
immediately  called  in,  and  notwithstanding 
the  application  of  proper  remedies,  the 
waiting  maid  died  the  next  day.  Col. 
Barton  and  the  remainder  of  the  family 
have  happily  recovered,  though  the-y  all 
were  for  some  hours  in  a  very  precarious 
state. 

An  after-death  examination  of  the  body 
of  the    deceased   servant  was  made  by  the 


A  reference  to  our  advertising  depart- 
ment, will  show  that  an  Agency  for  the 
Hartford  Life  and  Health  Insurance 
Company,  has  been  opened  at  this  office. — 
We  cannot  say  more  in  commendation  of 
the  objects  and  benefits  of  this  Institution, 
than  to  quote  from  the  Hartford  Daily 
Times,  which,  notwithstanding  strong  polit- 
ical antipathies  to  corporate  bodies  in  gen- 
eral, speaks  of  it  iu  the  following  high 
terms  : — 

"The  Legislature,  in  grauting  its  char- 
ter, carefully  guarded  the  interests  of 
of  those  who  are  insured  by  it.  It  demand- 
ed a  solid  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  attending  phyeicians,  and  we  trust  that  some 
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of  the  gentlemen  will  favor  us  with  a  report 
of  the  symptoms  and  mode  of  treatment,  as 
well  as  of  the  appearances  presented  by  the 
examination. 

We  would  take  the  liberty  of  advising 
our  friends,  the  ladies,  to  be  extremely 
cautious  how  they  make  use  of  the  pie-plant 
for  culinary  purposes.  Its  use  is  always 
attended  with  sbvie  danger.  And  strange 
as  it  may  appear  to  many  persons,  the 
stock  may  be  harmless,  while  the  leaves 
are,  as  they  have  proved  themselves  to  be, 
in  the   above  case,  extremely   deleterious. 


within  or  without  the  verge  of  the  anus,  of 
signal  benefit.  The  rem.edy  is  very  simple 
and  is  well  worthy  of  a  fair  trial. 

Dr.  John  B.  Gazzo,  Thibodaux,  Louisi- 
ana. We  have  forwarded  you  the  back 
numbers  ;  also  directed  Nos.  to  the  gen- 
tlemen whose  names  you  enclosed.  Thanks 
for  your  good  wishes  and  influence. 

Drs.  GooDALE,  of  Adirondack,  and  Ter- 
ry, of  Redford,  will  accept  our  thanks  for 
their  kind  offices  in  procuring. subscribera 
for  the  Lancet.  Would  not  some  of  our 
other  patrons  follow  their  example  ? 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  Hunton,  of 
Hydepark,  for  several  subscriptions  since 
our  last  number. 

"Esculapius,''  Utica,  New  York,  is  un- 
der consideration. 

Dr.  GooDALE,  we  have  ordered  some 
vaccine  virus.  The  moment  it  comes  to 
hand,  some  will  be  forwarded  to  you. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  Dr.' W. 

M.  Codman, 
C.  H.   Brad- 


M.  Bass,  Middlebury,  VI. 
P.  M.,  Pottersville,  N.  Y. 
shaw,  P.  M.,  Montpclier;  Dr.  J.  E.  Dori- 
on,  Rouse's  Point,  N.Y.  ;  Dr.  P.  0.  Laa- 
siserage,  St.    Leon,  C.    E. ;  Dr.    W.   H. 

Dr.  A.  Brad- 
P.   L. 


Rockwell,  Brattleboro,  Vt. 
ford,  Vcrgennes,  Vt.  ;  Dr. 


Hoyt, 


To  Readers  and  Correspondents. 

We  have  received  a  letter  from  "Read- 
ers," purporting  to  be  a  defence  of  Homoe- 
opathy, in  answer  to  the  excellent  commu- 
nication of  "M.,"   published   in   our  last 
number.    The  writer  may  be  Homoeopathic 
in  his  practice,  but  he  is  awfully  Allopathic 
in  his  writing.     The  plentiful  sprinkling  of 
commas  and  periods,  the  total  absence  of 
any  other  signs  of  punctuation,  and  a  qaun- 
tum.  sufficit  of  grammatical  errors  in  a  letter 
of  four  pages,  would  require,  before  it  could 
*'find  a  place  among  the  articles  of  merit," 
more  than  a  modest  share  of  corrections. — 
Does  the  writer  not  know,  that  communi- 
cations are  never  published   without  the 
author's  name  being  enclosed  in  a  private 
note  to  us,  and  that  we  insert  papers  only 
that  are  properly  authenticated  ?     "Read- 
ers' "  letter  will  be  committed   to  Davy 
Jones^   locker,  unless  he  complies  with  our 
regulations  within  a  few  days. 

Communications  from  "JuvENis,"Stowe, 
Vt.;  Dr.  Chesney,  Potsdam,  N.  Y.  ;  G.  C. 
S.,  Essex  Co.,  N.  Y.,  will  appear  in  our 
next. 

*^*  Communications  are  always  inserted 
in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received. 

Dr.  Ariel  Hunton,  an'  old  and  much 
esteemed  physician  of  Hydepark,  Vermont, 
writes  us  that  in  the  treatment  of  He- 
morrhoids, he  has  found   the   solution  of 

"Rhus  Copalinus,"  applied  with  a  feather      Nothing  humbler  than  ambition  when  it 
or  camel  hair  pencil  to  the  tumors,  whether ,  is  about  to  climb. 


Wentworth,  N.  H. ;  Dr.  N.  Swift,  Ben-' 
ninglon,  Vt.  ,  Dr.  L.  C.  Butler,  Essex, 
Vt.  ;  Dr.  S.  P.  Tessicr,  Gerard,  Ga.  ;  Drs. 
Clak  &  Rublee,  Montpelier,  Vt.  ;  Dr.  A. 
Hunton,  Hydepark,  Vt. ;  M.  Conant,  Esq. 
Malone,  N.  Y.  ;  Dr.  L.  Slusser,  Canal 
Fulton.  Ohio  ;  Dr.  D.  C.  Goodale,  Adi- 
rondack, N.  Y.;  Dr.  G.  S.  Slayton,  Upper 
Jay,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  W.  Detmold,  N.  Y.; 
Prof.  G.'S.  Bedford,  N.  Y.;  Dr.  A.  Hen- 
drick.  East  Poultney,  Vt.;  Dr.  J.  D. 
Wheelock,  Stowe,  Vt.;  Dr.  J.  R.  Day, 
Painesville,  Vt.;  Dr.  J.  Spaulding,  Mont- 
pelier, Vt.;  Dr.  F.  A.  Johnston,  Irasburgh, 
Vt.;  C.  M.  Branan,  Esq.,  Syracuse,  N. 
Y.;  Dr.  E.  Arnold,  New  York;  Dr.  J.  B. 
C.  Gazzo,  Thibodaux,  La.;Dr.  A.  Nelson, 
Montreal. 
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Note  by  the  Editor. — The  matter  which 
in  these  Lectures,  will  be  found  within  brack- 
ets, as  well  as  the  several  notes  and  references 
appended,  are  by  the  Editor,  who  is  alone  re- 
sponsible for  what  may  be  thus  published. 

It  will  be,  likewise,  borne  in  mind  that  im- 
provements in  the  typographical  department 
of  the  "Lancet."  obviate  the  disagreeable  ne- 
cessity of  the  proposed  abridgement  of  these 
Lectures. 


Lecture    VI. 

Further  Remark.t  on  Proceeding!;  in  the  Coro- 
ner's Court. —  [Coroners  in  the  State  of 
New- York ;  their  Tenure  of  Office.—  Form 
oj  Oith  for  Jurymen.  —  Coro/ier's  Power  to 
issue  Subpxnas. — Proceedings  at  Inquests. — 
General  Form  of  an  Inquisition.-- Appre- 
hension of  suspected  Persons,  and  Warrant. 
— Forms  of  Eliminations  of  Witnesses. — 
Disposition  of  the  property  found  on  decease'] 
Persons. —  Compensation  of  Coroners. —  In- 
quests in  Vermont. — Iwtujjficienr.ij  of  the  Law 
in  that  State. — Objections  to  Justices  of  the 
Peace  as  Coroners. — Decisions  affecting  Co- 
roners, in  Georgia  and  Snuth  Carolina.']  — 
Compulsion  of  Medical  Witnesses  to  attend 
and  give  Evidence. —  \_Secret  Inquests  ;  tlieir 
Illegality  considered. — Difference  between  the 
Jurisdiction  of  Grand-Juries  and  Coroners' 
Courts. — Danger  of  private  Inquisitions.] 

Gentlemen  : — In  every  instance  of  deatli 
suspected  to  have  occurred  not  by  the  visita- 
tioa  of  God,  the  coroner  may  demind  en- 
trduoe  into  any  house,  except  into  the  royal 


palace,  where  he  has  no  power,  unless  he   bo 
I  also  coroner  of  the  verge. 

[  By  the  common  law,  the  powers  and  duties 
of  a  coroner  are  bo'.h  judicial  and  ministerial. 
His  judicial  authority  relates  to  inquiries  into 
cases  of  sudden  deaths,  by  a  jury  of  inquest 
super  visum  corporis,  &c. ,  and  also  to  inquiries 
concerning  shipwrecks  and  treasure  trove.  In 
his  ministerial  capacity,  a  coroner  is  merely 
a  substitute  for  the  sheriff;  as,  where  the  sher- 
iff :s  a  party,  &c.  (a)  Here,  however,  wo  are 
called  upon  to  examine  into  such  of  the  Am- 
erican Statutes  and  authorities  as  are  at  hand, 
for  details  relating  to  the  discharge  of  those 
duties  by  coroners,  which  have  a  medico-legal 
complexion,  only. 

In  the  state  of  New- York,  it  is  enacted  that 
there  shall  be  one  coroner  for  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  and  four  for  every  other 
county,  (6)  whose  term  of  office  ex'ends  to 
three  years,  (c)  and  who  are  to  be  chosen  at 
the  general  <  Isction  held  on  the  Tuesday  suc- 
ceeding the  first  Monday  of  November  in  ev- 
ery year,  {d)  A  coroner  must  reside  within 
the  county  or  city  in  which  the  duties  of  his 
of&ce  are  by  law  required  to  be  executed  ;  (e) 
his  name,  like  that  of  every  other  county  offi- 
cer, is  registered  by  the  Secretary  of  State; 
(/")  and  he  is  not  to  practice  as  a  counsellor, 
solicitor,  or  attorney,  in  any  court  of  law  or 
equity,  (g)  In  the  case  of  his  absence  from 
the  city  or  county  of  New- York,  or  his  inabil- 
ity to  attend  from  thickness  or  any  other  cause, 
any  alderman,  or  special  justice,  may  perform 


(a)  See,  among  other  cases  reported,  Giles  v. 
Brown,  1  Rep.  Const.  Ct.  of  So.  Carolina,  230; 
Richardson  v.  Crofr,  I  Bailey's  S.C.  Rep.  26-1:; 
Paddock  v  Cameron,  8  Cowen's  N.  Y.  Rep.  212  ; 
-also,  the  Revised  Statutes  of  New- York,  vol  i, 
p.  43-5,  8G9 ;  vol.  ii,  p.  538  621 ;  vol.  iii,  p.  772. 

(6)  Rev.  Stat.  vol.  i,  p.  9'J. 

(c)  Id.  vol.  iii,  Const.  Art.  x.  sec.  1. 

{d)  Id.  vol.  iii,  p   452.      (e)  Id.  vol.  i,  p.  105, 

(/)  Id.  vol.  iii,  p.46L). 

ig)  Id.  vol.  i,  p.  113. 
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\^^^^:Th)  A   c.r..ne7.h««ld  address  hi«  ;  .nd^^ub  oW  rve  «nd  k-|>.  or.  jour  jnrt..  S^ 

usifTiatim  to  the  Governor   of  the  ttate,  (')        ^  p  joa     < 

ii8io"<>^'  .  .       ,.      ,      fUg  coroner  has  ro^er  to  isnie  sub  ce-.as 

vho  is  authorised  to  remove  him,  g-.viDghm,  I      ine  coroner  uas  ju  . 

Lwever.  a  copy  of  all  the  charges  preferred  !  for  w^Besses,  returnable  forth.,  h..  or  a    .ud 

ZLi  him,  Z^  affording  him  Of,  o.tunity  of  time  as  he  m«  j  «rro.nt :   and  at  [.  1..  c  ut.  ,. 

1.  heard  in  hi.  defence.    (,)    His  vacancy  , -use  a  surgeon   or  p.y.c.an  to  be  sn,  ceaaed 

'  "*   o  ,     -.    »•  ,►  to  annear  as  ^  •wi'nesson  the   )r  quest.   («) 

i*tobe  tucplicd  at  the  general  eietpon  nes*  to  appear  as  *  i^i  ic  h  vi 

j^rto  De  euppucu      ^         g  ^,,„,„.,i    o-  i£  VVitncases  so  tub,  ccaaed,   ere  Uabk  w,  allthe 

nTCceediDff   his  rengrati  n  or  rtmm.:*!,  o..   it  i 

nTCceeaiD^   i  ^  .  j^j^^  ^.   ^^^  ^^,^.ir  attendance  may  be  ( n- 

not  then,    at  a  special  elttt;on,   oi,  dgain,    uy  i ».      .  ■«     «.,i -i ,««»..-. 

""  '  '  ,  forctd  as  in.  JUS  ices  courts,  (jf^.    3\i' rjanro*!. 

p:  ovieion  of  the  I^gul  ilure.   (fc)  attachments^  and  committals,  arato  be  i.^.ued 

Whenever   a   coroner  receives   notice    that   .^  ^^^  ^^^^  manner  aa  in  justices-  eo'ia>tSv  ('■)> 
«ny  person  ha.  been  sl.io,    cr  has   suddenly        ^.^^  ^^^^^  p^-oceedirg  i..  the  in-pectfonr 

died,  or  been  cangerously  wounded,  or  been    ^^^^^  _'„„  ^ead,   or  wounded  ;   then,   afi.r 
fou.ddead  under  such    circumstances   as   "^  ^^^.^.,'  ,^^.  they  are  to   deH^cr  torthe 

require  an  ii.quUition,  it  is  his  du-y  to  g-.  to  ^^^^  J.^^^j^  i,^ai,Uiou  ia  writing  signed  by 
She  p^.ace  v^here  .u.h  p.r.on  may  b. ;.  (/)  but,  ^^^^^  .^^  ^^.^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  .^^^^  ^^^  ^i^. 
in  the  case  of  the  death  of  a  «v>ovic.  ui  ^  :^^^^^^^^  ^,tc^6\.^  .uch  dea.h,  rr  wo,  uJ- 
prison,  he  i..  to  act  only  upon  receiving  ^^^'^  ;  ,^  ^v,,  ^,,e  guilty  either  as  princijml 
notice  from  the  in.p. Cor,  warden,  phj.ician,  ^^  '^.ccessory,  ar  d  in  what  manner,  {t)  We 
or  chaph.rn>  ^i  that  prison,  (m)  He  is,  then,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^    ^^^  ^^^^^^j  j.,,^„,  ^r  ^^^ 

to  summon  not  U-ss  than  nine,  nor  mo^e  t^ian  ;  .^^^^^_  .^^^  ^^^  sball  offer  special  form.,  a* 
fifteeu  per^ons  qualified  by  law^  «■"  ^^^'^ '^^  I  caste  trcaud  upo^  in  .u>.sequent  lectures  may 
jiaTors,  and  not  exrmpt  from  such  service,  to  ^^^^^.^^.  ^,,(1  we  »i8t  as  wtU  remark  beie,  as 
appear  before  him  fe^rthwith,  at  sucL  placeas  ^^  ^^^'^^  ^^^  ^^^  inseytioa  of  theFe  formF," 
he  may  name,  to,n.ke  '^'"^^'^-'^^'^^a  coi^ccriang  ^^^^  ^^^_^  ^^^  important,  for  we  find  an  En- 
such  death,  or  wounding.  («)  Whenever  sis  ^^.^^^  ^^^^  wherein  a  coToner's  inquest  was 
or  more  of  the  j mors  ajp^jar,  (o)  the  ''<^f^'^^-  ^^aalied,  becau.-e  of  certain  informalities  in 
ir.g  oa'h  is  to  be  administered  to  the  foreman  ^^^  dravvicg-up  of  the  inquisition,  such,  f..r 
of  the  inquest :  (p)  instance,  as  not  setting  forth  the  woui  d  fulW, 

"You  swear  that  you  will  well  and  truly  in-    ^^^^  omi^titT"-  that  it  caused  the  dea'h  of  the 
quire    how,  and  in   what   manner,    and  when     ,  a     r    \ 

',    and  where,    the  person  lying  here  lor,  as  the    aeceasea.  (,u) 

ease  may  be,  ]  came    to   his  dratb,    ^sr.   was        -  Sta'e  of  New-Terk,    jt    gg - 
wounded,  ]  and  who  such  persen'  was,   and*  in-  C«-inty,      j, 

to  »\l  the  circumstances  attending  such  death  ^^  inqui.  i'ion  indented  and  taken  f»r  ih9 
{or,  wounding,  ]  and  by  whom  l&«  same  was  f^pi,.  ^,t  ihe  state  of  New-York,  at  »he  h-iuse- 
))roduced,    and  that  jou  will  make  a*   f?ue  in-    ^f  p^   §  ^  jq  the  town  of  ,  in  the  said 

quisition    thereof,    according  to   the_  e^'idence    g^u^ty  of  ,  on  the         d&j  »#  , 

t  iFercd  to  you,  or  aris.ng  from  the  insj)C«f>i«>n  ^  D.  18  .  beS^je  me  &.  S. ,  t>»e  »f  ti«  8030- 
of  the  lody.  So  help  jou  Goi.  "  ners  in  and  for  the  said  county,  w.yso  the  vitw 

The  other  jurors  are  then  to  be  sworn  as  ful- ,  of  the  body  of  a  female  infant.  ,tWn  at  <ither» 
-  iT'mg  dead,  upon   the  oaths  a-'  A   d.  ,    t^  r., 

J,ws  :—  ^   j^j     ^g  ^  ^^  ^   g,j^,(j  ^pjj  lawful  men  of  the 

'The  tame  oath  which  A.  B.,  the  foreman  faid  eoiinty,  who  being  duH  8«  em  tsinq-iire, 
of  this  inquest,  hath  on  hi.-;  pirt  taken,  y<  u.  '  ..n  the  pauc  jf  the  people  of  tfce  s^ate  of  iXew- 
and  each  of  you.    do  tow  taki:.  and  shall  well    York,  into  all  the  cireuaas-tancss  attending  the 

' '  d-iath  of  the  said  female  irafant,  and  T)y  whom 

(/,)  R.  S    vol  ii  p.  828.     (/)  Id.  V..1  i,  p  125     the  same  was  produced,  and  in  what  mai,ner. 

(;)  Id.  vol.  iii.  Ciosr.  An  x.  sec   1.  ^^d    ^^b*^"  ^^^  ^:'"|'    '^^  '^'^  ^''l'^^^  '"'^^^  * 

t/-)  Id   I'ud   &Lnn^<=.-^3  came  to  her  deatlv,    dlo  suy.    upon  their    oaitis 

(/)  Id.'  vol!  ii,  p   82:7  as  amended  by  "  An  .  as  aforesaid,   that  the  said  female  mfant  wa* 

Act,"in  Vol.  iii,  p.  782      {rn)  'd.  vol.  iii,  p.  HOI  '■      o"~^~ 

(?0  Sfe  (/).  '  (o)  Ibul.  '      {•])  Kev.  St.-.  vol  ii,  j.82i:. 

(p)  The  various  forms  inserted  with  our  re-        (r)  I'»,l  See  also,  aa  t..  powers  ot  coroners, 

marks,  are  taken  from  the  '-New  Clerks  A>sis-  ;  Ex  p    MAnuily,  Ciiarlt  (,eorgia  ^ep^  olU. 

tant,-2J  cd. ,  and  place  such  construction  up-        (•>)  See  the  New  Ueiks  Assistant,  _l.  ett. 

on  the  frf.itule.  a^Vo  obviate  the  nt  c.«i'Y  of  a        (0  l?ev.  Sis.  vol  h,  y.  ?^:-*._^       ,  __ 
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found  Ijing  entirely  naked  and  dead,  in  a  ci?r- 
tain  enclosure  of  A.  B  ,  ia  the  town  of 
aforesaid,  near  the  public  highway,    known  ap 
the         ,  on  the     day  of  ,  &e  :  that  the 

said  female  infant,  when  so  fonnl  as  aforesaid, 
appeared,  &c  ,  [here,  state  the  appearance  of 
the  hody,  and  whether  there  were  marks  of 
violence,  or  otherwi.^e  ]  ;  that/he'eaid  female 
infant  was,  at  the  time  of  her  death,  of  the 
«.ge  of  years,  or  thereabouts,  and  that  the 
parents  or  guardians  of  the  said  female  infant 
are  to  the  jurors  unknown  ;  and  so  the  jurors 
aforesaid,  upon  their  oaths  as  aforesaid,  do 
Biy,  that  the  said  female  infant  came  to  her 
death  as  aforesaid,  &c.  ;  [  state  the  finding  ol 
the  jury  as  to  the  cause  of  death  ]  . 

I.i   witness  whereof,    as  well  the  said  coro- 
ner, as  the  jurors,   aforesaid,   have  to  this  in 
qiisition  set  their  hands  and  seals,  oa  the  day 
of  this  irquisltion,  as  aforesaid. 

G.  II.,  [L  s.] 

Coroaer. 

A  B.,  [[..8.] 
E.  F. ,  [L  s] 
L.  M.,  [L  s] 

&c.,     &c." 

If  tho  jury  fnd  that  any  murder,  man- 
el  aughter,    or  assault,    has    been   committed 

the  coroner  is  re((  lired  to  biai  over  the  wit- 
nesses to  appear  at  the  next  crimiaal  court  to 
be  held  in  the  county,  at  which  aa  iudict- 
ment  can  be  found;   and  he  has  the  power  to 

iss'U'^  process  for  the  apprehension  of  persons 
charged  with  any  such  offences,   and  to  exa«a- 

inc  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  justices  of 

the  peace,  (v)  — The  following  is  the  general 
form  of  a  warrant  to  b3  issued  for  an  arrest  ;~ 

''  State  of  New- York,   \    ^^  . 
County,      ] 

To  any  c  mstab'e  of  the  said  county,  [or,  the 
sheriff,  ooustables,  and  other  offi  ;ers  oftiie 
peace  of  the  said  county,  whom  these  may 
coacern  :  or,  To  John  Doe;  a  citizen  of  the  said 
couniy,  ]  G.-eetiUj^  : 

VVhjreas  0  P.  is  chirg^i,  upon  the  inqui- 
eitioa  of  A.  B. ,  E  F. ,  L  M. ,  &  ;.  ,  &j. .  good 
italliwfal  nnu  of  ths  said  couity,  iadented 
an  1  t.ikon  up  )n  th-^,ir  several  oiths,  before  me 
G.  H  ,  one  of  the  coroners  in  and  for  the  said 
ouT'.y,  a^  the  h)Hj  of  li  S. ,  at,  &5.,  &c  , 
on,  &j  ,  with  having;  feloniously  killed  and 
raurderel  C.  D.,  of,  &j  ,  on,  &;.,  at,  &c 

V'ou  are,  therefore,  hereby  conanaaaded,  in 
the  nam;  of  the  pjopleofthe  state  of  New- 
York,  forth  jvith  to  tak  i  the  said  0.  P.  and 
})riQg  hiua  before  m'^,  to  be  dealt  with  accord- 
iag  to  law.  Hjreoffail  not  at  your  peril. 

Given  uader  my  hand,  this         day  of  , 

18     . 

G.  II.,    Coroner.  '' 


{v\    R?v.  Sts.  vol.ii,  p.  828:     2  i-Ialc     P.  C. 
^2  23:     3  M   &  S,  1, 


The  testimony  of  all  witnessei  examined 
bafore  a  coroner,  ia  to  be  reduced  to  writing, 
and  returned  by  him,  with  the  inquisition  and 
all  recognisances  and  examinations  taken  by 
him,  to  the  next  criminal  court  of  record  held 
in  the  county,  (w)  — Examlnationa  before  a 
coroner  'should  b9  taken  after  this  manner  :  — 

"The"  People  of  the  State  ) 

of  New-York  | 

vs.  ^         County,  m: 

O.  P.  I 

Examination  of  witnes.^es,  taken  at  the 
house  of  R,  S. ,   in  the  town  of  ,  in  the 

said  county,  on  the  day  of,  &c. ,  before  G. 
K. ,  one  of  the  corouaera  in  and  for  the  «aid 
county,  in  the  matter  ol  a  complaint  made 
upon  the  oath  of  J.  D.,  against  0.  P.,  for  fel- 
oniously killing  and  murdering  CD.,  on,  &o. , 
at,  &c  ;  [  or,  made  against  0.  P. ,  of  felony 
and  murder,  who  ia  chtirged,  upon  the  iiwjuiei- 
tion  of  A.  B. ,  &c. ,  with  having  feloniously 
killed  and  murdered  C.  D.,  on,  &c  ,  at,  &c  ;] 
[  Insert  the  testimony,  in  the  same  manner  as 
in  cases  before  justices  of  the  peace.  ] 

I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  foregoing  is  a 
correct  statement  and  account,  of  an  examin- 
ation taken  by  and  before  me,  as  above  stated, 
and  of  the  testimony  of  the  several  witnesses 
produced,  sworn,  and  examined  thereupon. 

Given,  &c.  " 

Form  of  examination  before  a  ooroner  aod 

"  state  of  New- York, 
County, 

Examination  of  witnesses  produced,  swore, 
and  examined,  on,  &i3  ,  at,  &o. ,  before  me, 
G  H  .  one  of,  &c. ,  and  A  B. ,  &c. ,  good  and 
lawful  men  of  the  said  county,  duly  sworn  up- 
on their  oaths  to  inquire  into  all  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  death  of  C.  D.  [or,  per- 
son unknown,  ]  then  and  there  lying  dead,and 
by  whom  the  same  was  produced,  and  in  what 
manner,  and  when  and  where,  the  said  C.  D. 
[or,  person  unknown  ]  came  to  his  death  :  — 
[  Proceed  with  the  testimony.  ] 

I  do  here  iy  certify,  tha*;  the  foregoing  is^  a 
correct  statement  and  account,  of  an  ex  vmin- 
ation  taken  by  and  before  me,  and  the  juror* 
aforesaid,  at  the  time  and  place  aforesaid,  and 
of  the  testimony,  &  J.,  [  as  in  thejpreceding 
form.  ]  ■' 

A  coroner  is  required  to  deliver  over  to  the 

eoaaty  treasurer,  all  moneys,  and  other  valu- 
able things,  found  with  or  upon  the  bodiei  of 
deceased  persons;  or,  when  inqiests  are  held, 
ifthesamjba  un:laimad  by  the  log il  repre- 
sentatives of  such  psrsoQ^'.  within  sixty  days 
*fter  holding  such  inquest;  and  in  default, 

(w)  R<?v.  Sug.  vol  it,  r  S-'^'  sec   8. 
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the  treasurer  is  directed  to  inbtitiite    the  ne-  selves,"  when  it  is  ngned  by  the  foreman,  and 

ceffary   proceediDgs  to  crinj  el  fu(h  de-livery,   finally   delivered  to  the  justice.     This  inquegt 

'"(.t)     The  treasurer    is  authf^iged    to    corvert.  is  to  be  leturned,  together  vrith  the  "fubetance 

these   valuable   thicgs  into  moriey,    atd  place   of  testimony"  reduced  to  writing,    to  the  next 

the  amoui,t  to  the  credit  of  the  C(.unty  :  tjnd  if ,  term  of  the  county  court:  and  if  it  be  of  a  fel- 

the  Ifgal   rej  retentativcs  of  the  deceased  pre-  onious  killing,    the  justice  is  rtquiied  to  bind 

ttnt  their    claims    -within    six    jcars^,    the  ex- .over  the  witnesses  for  their  appeaiance  on  the 

pcntee  of  tl  e  coroner  and  county  are  to  be  re-  trial,   or  commit  them,   and  take  means  to  ar- 

tained.   (i/)  Cerent  re  are  entitled  to  such  com- 'rest  the  guilty  parties.    He  is  also  required  to 

pensation   as  the  board  of   supervisors   of  the 'return  to  the  court,  an  account  of  bis  fees  and 

''  county,    may  audit  and  allow,   for  holding  in-  (xpenses,  which,  after  having  been  audited,  is 

"  quests,  and  the  necessary  incidental  expenses,  ■  to  be  paid  by   order  of  the  judges,    out  of  the 

f  after  having  made  statements  in  writirg,  veri-  state-treasury. 


iied  by  oath  or  affirmation,  of  all  moneys  or 
other  valuable  things  found  by  them,  and  the 
disposition  of  the  same.  (2) 

In  the   state  of  Vermont,    there  is  no  such 
functionary  as  a  corcner;  bat  vre  find  that  the 

j^duties  of  that  office  devolve  upon  justices  of 
the  peace,  (a)  When  a  justice  is  informed 
tl  at  the  "  dead  body  of  any  person,  suppose  d 
to  have  died  1  y  casualty  or  violence,  is  found 

»-]ying  within  Lis  county,"  he  is  to  issue  '■  a 
•warrant  for  summoning  fi  tten  judicious  men 
of  the  viciiiity,"  "to  icqnire  into  the  cause 
1  and  manner  of  the  drath  of  such  person,"  and 
twelve  jurors,  at  least,  are  to  be  sworn  in 
view  of  the  dead  body.  He  is  investf  d  with  all 
requisite  powers  to  issue  subjoena?,  and  com 

,  pel  the   attendance  of  witnesses;    and  he  may 

«'  fine  to  the  i>nirunt  of  J20,  a  sheriff.,  constable, 
,  or  juror,  vih(j  may  disregard  any  of  bis  sum- 
mons, (h)  Ho  is,  also,  required  to  "cause  pro- 
clamatii  n  to  be  made  for  all  persons  to  ap- 
pear, who  can  give  evidence  relating  to  the 
Bubject  of  inquiry."  After  dwearirg  the  ja 
rors,  he  is  to  appoint  one  of  their  rumber  fore- 
man; and  the  jury,  in  the  presence  of  the  jus- 
tice,   shall  proceed  to  inquire  hew  the  person 

«reo  h  ing  dead,  cams  to  his  death  ;  "  whether  of 

biiih  Yty,  of  his  own  hand,  or  if  by  mifcbacce  or 

1  accident;  and  if  of  felony,  who  were  principals 
and  accessories,  and  by  what  means  and  man- 

#rTier,  and  under  what  circumstancevs:  and  if  by 

.jjbis  own  1  and,   in  what   vray,    and   by    what 

^  means."     The  jurors  are  required  to  make  up, 

'their  inquest, 'in  writing,    ''apart   by   them-h"® ''^•'^^^  °^    Maine,   that,  ?jy  her  con.-titution, 

■  t    • — no  person  can,  of  right,  exercise  them  both  at 

^-  -(^)  Anleaec.  10  (y)  Ibid.  sec.  11.        the  same  time,   (c)    This  subject  has.  also,  ob- 

(z)  Ibid   sec.  12   13;   p  840,  sec.  16— See.    rained  attention  in  Virginia :   (d)  and  in  I'enn- 

New  Clerk's  Aso-fc.,  for  a  form  of  the  statement    sjlvania,  it  has  been  decided  that  a  justice  of 

which  we  i  m;t  on  account  of  its  unimportance 

to  t)ie  jurist. 


From   the  above  abstract   of  the  Vermont 
statute,   it  will  be  seen  that  its  provisions  are 
very  unsatif facte ry    to  the  medical  jurist.  In 
the  first  p'ace,   Cvoronerthips  should  have  been 
created  independently  of  any  other  office,  ard 
especially   of  that  of  justice  of  the  peace:  for 
the  qua!ificati(,n.s  required  in  a  coroner  for  the 
prrper  disci  arpe  of  his  daties,^Bre  of  a  nature 
which  few  of  the  many  individuals  empowered 
to  act  as  justices,  could  justly  be  expected  to 
possess.    Fesidfs,  it  is  notorious  that  much   of 
the  litigation  in  superior  courts,    arises  fr<<ra 
irregular  proceedings  had  before  petty  magis- 
trates while  the  public  expenditure  will  often 
reach  an  enormous  figure,  from  committals  by 
officers  who  are  either  too   ignorant  to   distin- 
guish when  a  matter  may  be  disposed   of  at 
their  tribunal,    or  too  anxious   to  swell  their 
bills   of  foes.    If,  then,  while   executing    com- 
paratively  simple  duties,   in  the  discbarge   of 
which  they  may  command   th9   assistance    of 
f-ta^utes  and  precedents  well  known  or  easily 
acce6^ible,  justices  of  the  peace   commit  sueh 
errors,    how  much    more   confused,    irregular, 
and   reprehensible,   their  proceedings  will  be, 
in    cases  of  medioo-legal  inquiries,    where  so 
much  is  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  presiding 
officer,  and  so  little  is  to  be  derived  from  popu- 
lar sources  for  his  guidance  in  a  field  of  inves- 
tigation which  is  almost  unh'mited.    The  in- 
compatibility of  the  (ffices  of  coroner  and  jus- 
rice  of  the  pface,  has  been  so  sensibly  felt   in 


(^0  See^  Verm,   Rev.  Sts.  tit.  32,  ch.  84. 

(li)  See  Exp.  M'Anully,  Charlt.  Ga.  11.  310  , 


(t)  3  Greenleaf,  484 ;  Bamford  v.  Melvin,  7 
Green!.  14. 

(d)  aiaddv^x  V.  Ewell,  2  Virg.  Cases,  59. 
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the  peace  has  no  authority  to  hold  au  iiiqaust 
as  coroner,  anti  that  a  prisoner  held  uader  a 
warrant  founded  upon  such  an  inquest,  will  be 
discharged,   (e) 

The  Vermont  statute  is,  moreover,  grievous 
ly  deficient  in  not  enjoining  the  holding  of  an 
inqucfct  in  ca^es  of  dangerous  ^founding,  aad 
in  not  requiring  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  ob- 
tain the  serviced  of  a  competent  medical  man 
asVwitness  ■■  for  we  do  not  consider  that  the 
proclamation  calling  upon  all  persons  who  can 
testify  to  appear,  as  strictly  blading  upou  a 
physician.  The  -f^nactmeut  is,  likewise,  imper- 
fect in  other  details,  which  are,  however,  le>^> 
important,  and  which  may  be  discovered  by 
contrasting  the  entire  s'a'-ute  with  that  ol 
New- York,  which,  alihough  far  from  b;)ing 
perfect,  as  we  shall  have  occa'^ion  to  show,  i^ 
Btill  as  com(jlete  as  such  a  law  can  be,  in  thi 
present  stage  of  the  science  of  medical  juris- 
prudence, in  this  country. 

We  regr^st  our  inability  to  furnish  abst^act^ 
of  statutes  which,  in  other  parts  of  the  Union, 
regulate  modico  legal  inqairies;  and  trusting 
that  correspoudents^will  oblige  us  with  tht 
requisite  information,  we  close  this  necessari- 
ly lengthy  addition  to  the  origiaal  text  of  th* 
lecture,  by  qu  >ting  a  few  cOar t  decisions  that 
are  at  hand;  — 

'•  The  coroner's  power  to  summon  an  in- 
quest includes  the  incidental  oceans  of  render- 
ing that  power  efficient;  atid  hemiy  there- 
fore rightfully  impose  a  fi  le  on  a  juror  who 
refuses  to  attend. — Ex  Parle  M'AnuUy,  Char 
Georgia  Reports.,  310. 

By  the  South  Carolina  statute  of  1707,  the 
coroner  must  issue  his  warrant  to  a  constable, 
to  summon  a  jury  of  inquest;  and  if  a  juror  is 
summoned  by  the  coroner,  in  person,  the  sum- 
mons is  illegal.  Nor  does  the  statutj  of  1798 
alter  the  manner  of  summoning  the  jurors. — 
Cunningham  v  Coroaor,  Nott  and  Mc  Cord't 
Rep.  454. 

The  coroner  of  the  city  of  Charleston  has 
no  authority,  in  cases  of  homicide,  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  city;  and  he  will  be  res- 
trained, by  probibidon,  from  exerci&ing  hi^ 
office  in  any  case  that  comes  within  the  lega' 
duties  of  th«  coroner  of  tho  district.,  appuint- 
«d  under  the  law  of  the  Btate.-Giles  v.  Browr, 
I  Rep.  Con.  Ct.  2Z0:-] 
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in  all  cases  where  a  coroner  is  called  up  ja 
to  hold  an  inquest,  after  his  warrant  is  issued, 
and  the  ju"jineQ  are  assembled  and  sworn," 
the  first  olject  is  to  examine  the  body  of  the 
deceased.  Formerly,  where  it  was  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  wounds,  or  to 
examine  iuto  other  ciiC  imstances  requiring 
medical  or  surgical  knowledge,  the  law  acquir- 
ed that  the  coroner  should  order  the  parish 
officers  to  get  a  surgeon  to  attend  for  that  pur- 
pose. This  was  done  by  a  summons  for  the  at- 
tendance of  a  surgeon,  addre^^sed  to  the  church 
vyardens  and  overseers.  The  summons  ran 
thus  :-^ 

" to  wit.  Whereas  I  and  my  liiquest  ard 

now  sitting  at  the  house  of  Air. ,  kaovvn 

'ly  the  sign  of ,  in  the ,  in  the  parish  of 

,  in  the   county  of  —  -,   to   inquire,   on  the 

hehalf Of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king,  on  the 
view  of  the  body  of  a  new  born  male  bastard 
child,  there  now  lying  dead,  how  and  by  what 
ineans  the  said  child  came  to  its  death;  and 
vhereas  ray  inquest  hath  occasion  for  the 
judgment  of  a  surgeon,  the  h)3iter  to  perfect 
this  eijquiry ;  these  are,  therefore,  by  virtue  of 
ny  office,  a.a  one  of  his  majesty's  coroners  for 
he  said  coanty,  in  his  majesty's  name  to  char- 
ge and  command  you,  some  or  one  of  you,  ur- 
)n  sight  hereof,  forthwith  to  cause  and  p-ocure 
I  surgeon  to  attend  at  the  house  aforesaid,  and 
f.o  open  and  inspect  the  body  of  the  said  new- 
ooru  male  bastard  child,  as  by  me  and  nsy  in- 
juest  shall  be  lawfully  directed  and  required  ; 
ind  aLo  that  the  said  surgeon  do  then  and 
chere  attend  to  give  evidence  and  bo  examin- 
ed on  his  majesty's  behalf,  be.^ore  me  and  my 
inquest,  touching  the  said  premises,  and  not 
lepart  without  leave.  Hereof  fail  not,  as  you 
A'ill  answer  the  contrary  at  your  peril,  &c," 

In  such  a  case  as  this,  a  medical  man  might 
.'cfuse  to  atteu(i,  unless  the  parish  authorities 
igreed  to  pay  him  fur  his  trouble  and  loss  of 
line  ;  but  if  he  had  examined  the  body  with-, 
lut  previously  stipulating  for  remuneration, 
jhe  coroner  niigVit  th  'n  summon  him  in  the  u- 
■sual  mant.er,  and  unier  the  usual  penalties,  to 
.vhicb  every  vvitneos  is  liable  if  he  fail  toobev. 
If  the  medical  man  had  not  been  emjiloyed  by 
:lie  parish  officers,  ani  although  he  was  unao- 
quaiuted  with  the  case  at  issue,  and  refused 
-ither  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  coroner,  or 
to  give  evidence  wheu  he  had  appeared  in 
court,  then  he  rendered  himself  bable  to  be 
committed  for  contempt.  At  the  same  time, 
by  an  Acto!"  Geo.  IV.,  c.  64,  a  felony  commit- 
ted in  one  county  may  be,  undtr  certain  cir- 
jumstances,  inquired  into  in  another;  in  that 
;ase,  a  medical  man,  summoned  to  atteud, 
nay  refuse  to  give  evidence  until  he  knows 
^^'ho  is  to  pay  his  expenses.  To  render  this 
fact  clear  to  you,  I  will  read  the  form  of  the 
coroner's  warrant  for  contempt,  against  a  wit- 
fiess  for  not  appearing  to  give  evidence,  and 
ilso  the  warrant  to  commit  a  witness  refusing 
o  give  evidence,  after  being  taken  for  oon- 
empt  of  summons. 

1  he  first  is  generally  addressed  to  "  all  con- 
stables, hcadb, troughs,  and  others  vi'  bis  m.i- 
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jeuty'a  officers  of  the  peace  in;and  for  the  coun- 
ty "  wher«  the  court  is  held,  a?,  for  cxampls, 
••  Middlesex ;."  and,  also,  to  any  one  special 
whom  the  coroner  may  name  as  hi#  officer  for 
that  purpose.    It  runs  thus  : — 

"Middle  sex  |  Whereas  I  have  received  cre- 
to  wit*  )  dible  information  that  A.  B., 
of  the  parish  ofC.  in  the  said  county,  surgeon, 
can  give  evidence  on  behalf  of  our  sovereign 
lord  tho  king,  touching  the  death  of  D.  E., 
now  lying  dead  in  the  eaid  parish  of  C  in  the 
county  aforesaid  ;  and  whereas  the  said  A.  B. , 
(having  been  duly  summoned  to  appear  and 
give  evidence  before  me  and  my  inquest  touch- 
ing the  premises,  at  the  time  and  place  in  the 
■aid  sammons  specified,  of  which  oath  hath 
been  duly  made  before  roe,  )  hath  refused  and 
neglected  so  to  do,  to  the  great  hindrance  and 
delay  of  justice:  These  are,  therefme,  by  vir- 
tue of  my  ofBce,  in  his  majesty's  name,  to 
charge  and  command  you,  or  one  of  you,  with- 
out delay,  to  apprehend  and  bring  before  me, 
one  of  his  majesty's  corone  s  for  the  said  coun- 
ty, now  sitting  at  the  parish  aforesaid,  by  vir- 
tue of  my  said  office,  the  body  of  the  said  D.  E 
that  he  may  be  dealt  with  according;  to  lav,'. 
And  for  your  so  doing  this  is  my  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  ani  s(al,  tl  o         day 
of         ,  18     .  F.  G.  Coroner." 

This  is  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  power 
of  the  coroner  to  compel  the    attendance    of 
medical  as  well  as  other  witneeses,    and  the 
warrant  of  comoiiital  is  equally  conelus-ive  of 
his  authority  to  imprison  and  punish  a  witness, 
medical  or  o»h' r,  who  refuses,  when  brought 
before  him,  to  answer  the  interrogatories  of 
the  court.  The  warrant,  which  is  to  tho  keep- 
er of  the  jail,  runs  thu-i  in  the  cimclusion  :  — 
"  Vou  are  to  receive  the  body  of  the  said  A.  B 
into  your  custody,  and  him  safely  keep  ii  pri- 
son until  he  shall  consent  to  give  his  evidence, 
»nd  be  examined  before  me  and  my  inquest, 
on  his  majestya  behalf,  touching  the  death  of 
the  said  D.  E  ,    or  until  he  be  from  thence 
otherwise  discharged  by  due  course  of  ]a.w 
And  for  your  so  doing,  ihis  is  your  warrant. 

Given  under  my^hand  and  seal,  this       day 
of      ,  18     .  F.  G.  Coroner." 

Now,  Gentlemen,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
me  to  remark,  that  the  obligation  to  give  evi- 
dence is  imperative,  unless  sufficient  reason  be 
tendered  for  the  refusal.  The  question,  then, 
i.H,  What  is  deemed  sufficient  reason  1  It  is 
clear  that  the  reason  can  only  be  such  as  af- 
fects all  witnesses,  and  not  any  thing  which 
refers  to  the  professional  employments  of  any 
pirtioular  sot  of  witnesses  ;  and  this  is  strictly 
just,  inismuch  as  the  time  of  every  man  who 
has  occupation,  is  valuable  to  him. 

[This  rule  should  not  be  so  arbitrary  in  it? 
application ;  for  there  are  case?,  (the  obstetri- 
cal, for  instmce,)  involving  the  preservation 
of  human  life,'which  require  the  immtd  atr 
presence  and  prolonged  stay  of  a  physician; 
Bod  hie  attendance  upon  them  ought  to  be  a 
Gufficient  reason  for  his  non-appearance  when 
•ii»moned  ] 


^  In  some  cases,  medical  men  have  refused  to 
give  evidence,  and  have  not  been  prosecuted  ; 
but  they  have  also,  occasicnsUy,  afttr  gi^jng 
their  evidence,  and  acknovfledging  that  the 
rec(  rd  of  it,  read  over  to  them,  was  cC*reCt, 
refut-ei  to  sign  the  wriitea  testimony  With 
their  name,  until  they  knew  who  was  to  pay 
them,  both  for  the  time  consumed  in  attend- 
ing the  inque^-t,  and  that  likely  to  be  takefi  tip 
at  the  trial :  formerly,  the  coroner,  in  such  a 
case,  could  commit  for  contempt  of  court.  But 
by  an  Act  pas&sd  in  the  last  seteion  of  Pailia- 
ment,  (18th  August,  I83'6,)  to  provide  fer  the 
remuneration  of  medical  witnesses  ot  coroner's 
inquests,  "medical  witnefsss  are  entitled  to  a 
fee  of  one  g'uinea  when  no  post-^uBnrtem  exam^ 
ination  has  been  made,  and  a  fee  of  two  guin- 
eas for  making  a  post-mortem  with  or  without 
an  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach  or 
intestines,  and  to  give  evidence  thereon."  Thiey 
I  however,  has  no  leference  to  ibe  fature  pro- 
jCeediu^s  that  may  result  from  tlie  inquest.  In 
I  an  Act  of  the  7ch  of  GlOtge  lYtb.  it  is  enact- 
ed, '•  That  the  coroner  shall  have  author;?/  to 
I  bind  by  recognizance  all  such  persons  as  know 
■  or  declare  any  thing  material  tonuhing  any 
I  mtinslaughcer  or  murder,  or  the  offence  of  be- 
ing accessary  to  murder,  to  appear  at  the  nexS 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  cr  jail  delivery,  or 
superior  criminal  court  of  a  county  palatine, 
or  great  sts-jic.nsi,  at  which  the  trial  may  be, 
&c."  rhe  general  construction  of  the  warrant 
anl  its  Wording  vary  from  the  last,  only  in 
specifying  the  offence;  i5  ends  by  ordering 
tliat  the  offender  be  safely  kept  in  pris<n  "un- 
til he  shall  duly  feign,  and  acknowledge  hia 
said  information,  or  shall  be  from  thence 
other  A'ise  discharged  by  due  conr.-e  of  law." 

Such  are  the  powers  of  the  coroner,  and  to 
resist  him  is  worse  than  foolish  ;  it  is  exhibit- 
ing the  ihadow  of  a  power  of  resistance  whtcb 
dues  not  r.xi.st,  and  which  will  instantly  vaaisli 
before  the  authority  of  a  corfirter  who  knows 
his  duty,  Havirg  settled  this  point,  I  will 
now  offer  you  a  few  remarks  on  inquests. 

The  coroner's  court  is  an  open  or  a  pelect 
court,  at  the  option  of  the  coroner ;  at  least, 
this  is  the  doctrine  new  held  by  the  Court  yf 
King's  Bench. 

[The  secret  proceediRgg  at  the  famous  in- 
quest upon  Dr.  George  Parkman's  remains,  at 
the  Boston  Grove-st.  Medical  College,  in  the 
early  part  of  December,  1849,  occa.ioned  con- 
siderable debj.te  at  the  time,  respecting  their 
legality  and  propriety.  The  coroner,  Mr. 
Pratt,  was,  no  doubt,  well  advised  as  to  the 
course  he  pursued;  and  we  are  not  awaro 
chat  the  law-officers  of  Massachusetts  ques- 
tioned the  correctness  of  his  conduct.  The 
statute  of  that  Commonwealth  may  sanction 
^uch  a  proceeding:  if  so,  it  is  none  the  Iten 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and 
to  usage  and  common  precedent,  wl  ich  esta- 
blish, for  instance,  th;it  the  verdicts  and  find- 
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jptfg  of  juried  luutt  be  {TunouiiCLd    b^-  tlicm  in 
-o;>€rt  court ;  ["]  Hnil  W,tt  die  c-Br^.n.^  i.-*  ati  of- 
Jfi.cr,  acling  on  behalf  of  the  people,  to  make 
Hnqii'rj  u^ji-ut  the  matters  within  hi^  jurisdic- 
'tion  iti  aa  innf<artial  manner,  and  that,  to  sc- 
•cure  sijfh    impartiality,    the  examination  be- 
M'i  re  him  is  a  tram^actiou  of  notoriety  to  which 
■^lery  one  bus  riglit  of  access,  [t]    W*  know 
of  hut  (ine  instance  where  the  court,   in  Eng- 
land, espiCFsed  ai-<j  ifiision  that  the  ccrontff 
^rai^ht  exulude  certain    persons,  ifbe'thought 
It  nccosary  nnd  proper  so  to  do.  [<]  This. pre- 
cedent, however,  cannot  be   construed  into  an 
authufity  forX^C  e^cWion  ofpersonS  creneral- 
'ly.     It  nm8t,— in  the  state  of  New-York,  at 
l^ast,—  be  iri.<3rf  reied  as  -r-oTer^iag  to  tot   cx- 
wnination.  by  the  coroner,  of  an    indivifical 
charged  with  the  otftmce  committed  np-m  the 
subject  of  his  ir  quest  •,   fur  this  <  ximinn'i  n  is 
•directed  to  be  proceeded  wit'h  as'if  made  hv  a 
justice irf  the  pciiee,  «r  other  magistrate  :    ['/] 
and  the  mode  of  procedure  is,  to  excludti  all 
■witnesses  during  the  examination  of  the  sus 
pected  party.  [<]  The  <fiioer  may,  if  he  deem 
it  pruper,  or  if  it  Ise  ropiircd  by  the  accuFed, 
<.rd<>r  timt  >«  itcei^ses  not^tt  examined,   he  ex- 
clw'k=<l  *.hile  another  witness  is  on  the  stand  ; 
and  he  may  likewise  cause  them  to  be  k(  p' 
separate,  and  pnvrntel  from  conv<?r,-ing  with 
one  anothr  r  until  they  shali  have  been  all  ex- 
aicined.   [/"]  "Rat  if**  lend  a  forced  o;nistT;ic- 
fcion  to  the  decision  of  the  Englisrh  judges,   we 
may  invoke,  as  a  good  .AmPiitan  precedent  in 
f-upport  of  our  point,  the  best  feature  in  the 
Vermont  statute,  [?]  which  rrciuires  the  jus- 
ttiee'Ofthe  jeice  to  mnke  proclamation  call- 
ing upon  all  3>srsoB.s  who  can  testify  on  aa  in- 
quest, to  appear  and  give  their  evidence. 

Although  we  think  that  we  have  pretty 
clearly  *b«»wn  Ui«t  the  ■ewevnw's  cc«rt  must  %?! 
an  open  ooe-,  either  to  secure  impartiali'y  in 
its  proceedings,  tn  ttssssT*  tne  vaTiiiitty  of  its 
'V^^rdiicts,    or  to  render  its  proclamafeioms  effec- 


[<i]  Codwin  V.  Applet- n,  9  Shojaley^  Mam-i 
*^1^  r.    453  :   .Tehn-on  r    Depuv,  I  Penn.  R.  105 
[h]  3  T.  R.  722;   1  Phil.  Kv.  355 ;    2  Ru  sel 
. '   on  ^-niiies   21.  Am. -ed. '•GlH. 

Jr]  G.irnett  ti.  Fernin  ),  t)  R   &  C.  Gil. 
^      [d]  2  K.  ¥.  Rev   Sts  Tv/S  4,  828.  [e]  id.795 
.[./^  Id.T'JO   s  20;  1  Chit  Cr.  L  018;  1  Bur. 
*'Jq.s   tir.  Evidence.  9'JO:   see  2  Overnm   84;   9 
'•rick.   493;    Atty-G>n  '  i'.    Bulj.it.    9   Price,  4 : 
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Verm   li- v    b^.ts,  tit   S2   ch    84   p.  4. 


fual,— stJM,  the  argument  heidf^y  Mr.  Pratt'.^ 
friends  thatlhe  rules  whitih  govern  the  labora 
of  grasd-jurks  m-iy  direct  <t'iK>^e  at  coroners' 
;  iiquests.  deserves  some  a>tJ8ntion  ;  for  there  is 
I  an  erroneous  impresi^ifi^.'comraonly  cntertain- 
;  ed,  that  the  duties,  hi  Ijotii  ca'^e^,  are  ident'i- 
j  cat  in  effect,  notwithstanding  that  they  differ 
j  m6*CTia'fly,  as  will  be  ptrceived  upon  cxamiD- 
I  ing "Some 'of  their  leaoing  features. 

<Ii>xcept 'W  en  proceedings  originate,  ex  offi- 
vcio.  from  the  Attorney  Georral,    or  where  a 
;  grand-;3uror  ipoesesses  in  liis  ow.n  breast  sufS- 
cient  knowledge  of  the  •C('«nB!«!8t()n  of  a  crime, 
to  enable  his  feH'.ms  to  find  a  Ijill  (xclusively 
on  his  evidence,  'eases,  botk  'in    England  and 
this  country,  are  laro  where  an  iiidiytment  'm 
found,  without  a  preceding  hearing  and  bind- 
ing over  to  answer;  [/<]   for  this  is  the  regu- 
liir,    and,  with  a  fuw  settled  etceplitna,    tho 
sole  way  of  putting  an  <ff.;nder  on  his  triuil, 
for  no  man  can  be  bronght  to  tu'al  on  tl-e  low- 
est or  highest  ( ff  ocrs  kn-ep^  +o1aw,  unless 
the  grand  jury  f-ha'd  ssy  so.   [/]    The  gi-and- 
joTj's  i(<j('i>ries  relate  to  the  nature  and   pro- 
bable •g^oijn(!s  of  the  charge  to  which  the  ac- 
cused has  been  held  to  answer  by  a  primary 
•magistrate,  and  this  is  done  uoc^n   tfee  fi-ecret 
eximination    under  oath,  of  such  witnesses  as 
I  may  be  produced  by  the  prosecution  on  each 
I  specific  b  II.    The  bills  or  presentr  e  its  found 
by  them  amount  to  nothing  more  than  an  offi- 
cial aocK-?ataon  in  ordc  r  to  put  the  accused  on 
I  his  trial:    until  the  bill  is  returned,  ■tliere'is,- 
\  therefore,  no  charge  from  which  he  can  be  fe- 
I  quired  to  ex  3ulpate   ihisrssfclf ;     and  we  know 
'  that  many  persons,  against  whom  bills  were 
returned,  have  bee^n  afterwards  acquitted  by  a 
I  verdict  of  their  country.  [/']    The  evidence  to 
'  be  prf.>.d a/?e<i  'before  the  grand-jury,  relates  en- 
j  tirely  to*tli«<;aae  of  the  prosecutioa,  and  the 
I  ge'ii»rai  rule  is  that  they  should  hear  no  other 
i  evidence  but  that  adduced  tjy  the  government ; 
■■[A:]  and  it  is  clear  that,  under  no  circum-itan- 
,  ces,  should   witnesses  for  the  d€fiinC3  be  intro- 
iducedinto  the  gf^a«d-jury  room,  unless  their 
testimony  becoaaes    ineiderit  illy  necessary  to 
the  proeeculion;  £?]    for,  if  this  were  allowed, 
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the  grand-jury,  instt-ad  of  merely  ascertain- 
ing that  there  is  a  probable  ground  of  accusa- 
tion, before  they  give  it  tl  eir  auth  irity,  and 
call  upon  the  party  to  make  a  public  defence, 
■would,  then,  be  invading  the  province  of  the 
petit-jury,  by  engaging  completely  on  the  tri- 
al of  the  cause.  In  England,  and  in  the  courts 
of  each  of  our  several  States,  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  those  of  Connecticut,)  [m]  neither  the 
defendant  nor  any  person  representing  him,  is 
permitted  to  attend  the  examination  of  the 
grand-jury.  ["]  With  reference  to  the  right 
of  the  counsel  of  the  State  to  bo  present,  the 
general  usage  is,  that  he  be  at  hand,  ready  to 
communicate  any  legal  information  that  may 
1>e  jetiuired;  [o]  and,  in  the  state  of  New- 
York,  it  has  been  decided  that  the  District- 
Attorney,  under  no  o'her  circumstance,  has  a 
right  to  attend  the  grand-jury's  sessions,  and 
to  assist  in  the  examination  of  witnesses;  [p] 
•while  the  statute  is  express  in  enjoining  se- 
crecy, and  pointing  out  wi.e  i  d  s.;l  .sures  may 
he  made  without  exposing  the  party  making 
them  to  a  prosecutiun  for  misdemeanor,  [g] 
The  grand-jury's  procceding3  are  not  final, 
for  the  court  may,  at  any  time,  recommit  an 
imperfect  finding  to  them,  [)]  or  quash  an  in- 
dictment; [v]  and  if  a  roan  be  committed  for 
a  crime,  and  no  bill  be  preferred  against  him 
or  if  it  be  thrown  out  by  the  grand-jury,  so 
that  he  is  discharged  by  proclamation,  he  is 
still  liable  to  be  indicted.  [/] 

These  being  the  duties  and  jurisdiction  o^" 
the  grand-jary,  we  will  now  contrast  with 
them  those  of  the  coroners  court,  although 
we  admit  that,  upon  a  first  and  superficial 
■view,  they  appear  rather  analogous. 

The  object  of  a  coroners  inquest  is  to  as- 
certain truly  the  cause  of  the  decease  of  a  per- 
i-on  found  dead  under  suspicious  cirumstances. 
and  is  chiefly  for  information  as  to  the  truth 
of  that  fact,  it  being  only  incidentally  that  it 

[m]  Lung's  case,  1  Conn  428;  State  v.  Fas- 
eett.  16  Conn.  458. 

[».]  i  B.  &  C.  37,  51 ;  3  B.  &  A.  432  ;  1  Chit 
R.  217;  1  Ch.  C.  L.  317. 

[0]  DaviV  Precedents,  21  ;  7  Cowen,  563  : 
Davis'  Va.  Crim  Law,  425  ;  Lung's  case,  1  Ct 
428;  Kel   8;  1  Ch.  C.  L.  816. 

[p]  7  Cowen,  563 ;  see  2  N.  Y.  Rev.  Sts.  811 

[ij]  2  Kev.  Sts  811,  et  seq.;  see  also  4  Blac. 
126  n')te  ;  States  .Fasset,  16  Conn.  457;  1  Ch. 
C.  L.  322;    Thomas  v.  Com.  2  Rubinson,  795  ; 


furnithes  grounds  of  accusation    No  other  tri- 
bunal can  originate  an  inquiry  into  the  cauao 
of  death,  where  no  party  is  suspected  of  hat- 
ing occasioned  it.  The  coroner's  proceedings 
arising,  then,  from  an  inquest  of  (.ffice  to  dis- 
cover, if  possible,  how  the  deceased  departed 
this  life,  he  must  receive  all  evidence  bearing 
upon  the  matter  at  issue,  whether  it  be  favor- 
able or  adverse  to  BU.spected  persons;  and  his 
power  to  cause  such  persons  to  be  arrested  and 
brought  before  him,  and,  sub-equently,  on  ver- 
dicts being  rendered  that  implicate  them,  to 
commit  them  for  trial,   is  merely  incidental  to 
ihe  primary  object  of  tlie  inquiry,    and  in  fur- 
therance of  the  ends  of  justice.  It  is  in  the  case 
of  this  incidental  circumstance,  only,    that  a 
complaint  originates  in  this  tribunal,  and,  even 
then,  it  cannot  become  matter  of  issue  b^fura 
a  petit  jury  unless  it  be  confirmed  by  the  find- 
ing of  the  grand  jury.    By  not  being  final,  tho 
proceedings  before  the  coroner  bear  the  only 
marked  resemblance  to  those  before  the  grand- 
jury,  which  may  be  considered   at  all  impor- 
tant to  the  argument  in  favor  of  secret  inquests. 
But  if  we  turn  to  the  numerous  inst-ancea  of 
convictions  in  the  superior  courts,  of  parties 
constructively  acquitted  upon  a  coroner's  in- 
quisition, by  a  verdict  that  the  deceased  whom 
they  were  suspected  to  have  murdered,  came 
to  their  death  by  the  visitation  of  God,    we 
will  at  once  distinguish  the  wide  breach  that 
lies  between  the  respective  offices  of  coroner's 
courts  and  grand  juries:   the  latter  being,  aa 
already  stated,  instituted  to  ascertain  the  pro- 
bibllities  of  a  charge;  and  the  former,  to  es- 
tablish the  causes  of  a  death,  and  this  is  so 
clearly  the  original  province  of  the  coroner's 
court  that  it  can  exercise  no  jurisdiction  over' 
accessories  after  the  fact,  in  the  case  of  a  felo- 
ny, bdcause  the  occasion  of  death  is  completed 
and  determined  before  the  implication  of  such 
accessories. 

With  reference  to  minor,  bat  more  appa- 
rent distinctions,  we  may  add,  that  no  inquest 
can  be  undertakca,  prosecuted,  and  perfected, 
without  the  immediate  direction  and  personal 
co-operation  of  a  coroner  whose  interference, 
however,  is  often  to  be  regretted  as  a  serious 
hindrance  to  the  course  of  justice;  and  if,  as 
prescribed  by  the  Vermont  s'atute,  [u]  any 
portion  of  the  proceedings  at  an  inquest  are  to 
be  private,    it  can  only  be  according  to  the 


Crocker  t>.  State,  Meigs^  127;  R.  i).  Hughfs,  i  J  rule  which  enjoins  secrecy  upon  petit-jurors 
Car.  &  K.  519;  Fenn.  v.  KetF-'r.  Addison.  2J0  ;  respecting  the  reasons  that  influence  their  de- 
Rev.  Sts.  Mass.  ch.  135,  8..13   14.  I  cisions;  for  no  ■where  do  we  find  that  coroners' 

juries  are   instructed  to  observe  secrecy  gen- 


[)•]  State  I'.  Squire,  2  New-Hai-np.  558. 
L^]  Se;  Wharf.  Am  Crim  Law.  130  el 
LO  2  Hale,  453.  C:  2  Hawk,  c,  35 


et  scq. 
6. 


[«]  Rev.  S.  tit.  32.  ch    84,8.  6. 
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erall'",  or  that  tliey  aie  liaMe  to  penalties^  f <  i 
iio':  keeping  it,  or  that  coroners  have  powe': 
for  enforcing  the  sarne,  or  that  tljc-y  are,  ii 
any  instance,  dirtcttd  to  cnsnTorm  their  pro- 
ceedings to  those  had  in  giandjury  rooms,  in 
the  same  way  a^  tl  ey  a  e  leferred  for  guidance 
to  the  practice  in  justices'  courts.  Finally,  we 
phouhi  hear  in  mind  tha,t  were  inquests  r  ,-quir- 
rd  to  be  hi  Id  under  h.cli  and  key,  we  should 
not  meet  with  statutory  provisions  cxpres&Ij 
enjoining  that  the  evidence,  or  its  Fuhsfance; 
adduced  on  an  incpiitition,  be  returned  by  the 
coroner  to  a  higher  court:  on  the  contrary. 
we  would  most  assuredly  discover  regulations 
as  well-defined  and  stringent  as  thot-e  which 
Bre  laid  down  for  giand-jun  rs.   [7;] 

We  are  thus  particular  in  the  attempt  to 
prove  the  illcgnlity  of  secret  inquests,  because 
we  are  deeply  imprefSfd  with  a  sense  (jf  their 
impropriety,  fir,  if  the  doctrine  sanctioning 
them  be  once  estuLlsled,  coroners'  courts  will 
become  a  hol-bed  of  abu  es.  In  thnt  case,  we 
might  never  know,  fr*  m  the  result  if  his  in- 
vestigations, the  comjefency  of  a  pu'  lie  oflScei 
who  requires  suoli  (mioent  qaulifications  for 
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Be^carches  on  the  Noturul  Ilistnry  of  Death. 
By   BeNinkt    Dowi.icR.  M     [).,    Co'respoiidin<* 
Member  cf  the  Aia-^ennj  (<f  Natural  Sciences  of 
Philadelphia.  New  Orleans.  I8i>0  pp.22.  From 
the  Author. 

Dr.  DowLKR,  a  gentlem  n  who  has  acquri- 
ed  a  Vfide  reputation  by  his  physioh-gical  wri- 
tings arid  experimen's,  has  latt  ly  published  a 
small  monograph  upon  a  subject,  interest- 
ing, not  only  to  the  profess'on,  but  to  the  com- 
munity at  l-irge, — the  tru  ;  signs  of  Di.ath. 

The  frequent  reports  and  the  few  well  authen- 
ticated caS'S  of  persons  being  buried  in  a 
tiance,  and  the  most  horr'.d  fear  one  exptrien- 
ces,  of  confiding  a  friend  to  the  Cdl  I  grave, 
•A'h'.bi  t!ie  spirit  of  life  obscure  and  silent  tstill 
1  r'giMs  in  the  apparently  inanima'e  fravnp,  for 
years  I   sb  have  excited  the  attention  of  several 

^.  ,    J-     ,  ,.,•■,•  r^       •  l-^araed    pn vsiologists   and   oliilanthropists.    in 

the  correct  diacliargo  of  his  duties.    O  ,r  ina  [  .  . 

i-,..      r    ^  lu  1         r-    J   •         ,    che  hopes  of  discovering;  some    unq  les^'ionablo 

biJity,  from  the  same  cau.-e  al.-o  o'  jndjiing  ol ,  i  ^  ' 

the  necessity  of  an  inquest,   would  widen   thel'-^isi^s  whenby   we  could   at  once   pronounce, 

door  already  op- n  to  abases  a  ising  fiom  the !  whether  death  is  real  or  simulated;    but    we 

strong  inducement  held   out  t )  an  m?,  rupu- !  tnust  siy,  th^t  their  conclusion.'*  were  m  .stly 

lous  Coroner  to  increase  his  income, —  which  j 'lypotheticil,   an  1  therefore  never  commanded 

B8  in  thi.s  S  ate,  is  derived   fr.)m  the  number  ,i),it  ygi-y  j  tili  reliance. 

of  inquests  hell  with-n  t'ue  year  an  1  not  from  j      p.^f^.^or  Manm,  of  the  Uaiversity  of  R  .me, 
a  fixed  sala.-y  -^by  institu'ing  proceeding.  ,n-   ^^^  ^^3^^      ^^^^^,^  ^^  ^^^^  ^.^^         ^  ^^  ^^^  P^^,^^^,^ 

trading  cruelly  upon  b.'reaved  families  where.  ,  ^„  •  -i  ^,,r.  r     '        ,.-.-,. 

,  ^t      1-         •        -n  c  c  -L     Aeademy  of  Sciences,  1  500  franes    (*2d0).  as 

perhaps,    the  lingering    illness  or  oiiC  ot    its  1  -^ 

u        V  n  .    11      i        •      I   4  !  a  priz--.  to  be  awarded  for  the  best  Essay  upon 

members  has  rather  unexpectedly  ter.iiinated  p  t'"'^  ■    "  "^-  J     t- 

in  death;  or  by  being  so  officious  as    to  pves  'the  sigus  of  apparent  death  -  its  object  being, 

the  right,  already  asserted  by  some,    of  h<,ld   I. .f  course,    the  prevention  of  premature   inter- 

ing  inquests  over  all  who  die  in  the  hospitals  1  ments.    M.  Bouchut,    from  the  large  numbtr 

and  otiier  public  institutions.    But,  above  all.   of  competitors,    was  the  tuccessful  candidate. 

we  should  possess  no  n^e.ms  whatever  of  ascer-    .     i-  1        i  .v,      •  r  j     »i    • 

*  •.,■        .1      •  »•  1  .        t- 1  •        .  J  ii       !  In  his  paper,    lie  eias  a  the  signs  01  death  in- 

taining  the   impartiality   ot  his  acts,   and  then:  t'  F     '  o  _ 

would  he  bo  an  irresponMl)!e  officer  who  might!  to  immediate  and  remote.  The  immediate  are  : 
pack  a  jury,  if  he  pleastd  and  snap  his  finger  i  l^t.  -  the  pre  longed  cessation  of  the  sounds  of 
in  the  lace  of  public  opinion  ]  ^^^  ^^^^^  .  ^^^  _  ^^^  simultaneous  relaxation 

— ,„,.-„^-...^^.,„ — ^^..^^^ —  of  the  sphincttrij  3rd.  -  thesinking  of  the  glwbe 

B®"-  Painful  contortion   of  the  face  is  parti-   of  the  eye,  with    loss  of  transparency   of  the 
Cularly  marked  in  diseases   of   the  intestinal    cornea.  The  sec  jnd  class  of  signs,  or  th;  remo- 


canal,  and  also  of  the  extremities.  It  is  a  pe- 
culiarly valuable  sign  in  delirium  and  in  so- 
porose states,  as  it  then  of  en  serves  as  the 
only  means  by  which  the  existence  of  pain  is 
discovered. — Soliill . 

If  the  patient  sees  objects  colored  differently 
from  what  tliey  ar^i,  or  cannot  distinguit-h  co- 
lors, it  indi  aes  di-^ea^c  of  the  retina  — Id.        ionc  or  two  minutes,    is  an  immediate  and  ccr- 

___^. !  tain  sign  of  death  ;  ''  is  the  most  concli.s've  of 

[r]  See,  ante,   not''  [ly] .  !  those  proposed  by  M.  Houchut,  and  upon  it  rest- 


te,  are:  -1st.  cadaveric  rigidity;  -  2ad.  the 
absence  of  muscular  contractility,  under  the 
influence  of  galvanism;  -  3rd.  putrefaction. 

The  first  sign  :     '  The  absence  of  the  sounds 
of  the  heart,  listened  to  for  during  more  than 


«ij- -a.    *..  . 


]  7,4  r  N  O  Rl  H  t:  U  N   i .  ^  N '  1 :  T ,  J  i  n  t. 


1  u  -ill-  HI  i':>in-ii  li-  n  '>■■  th^^  j  r  zt*.      I  Li  ci-ii  u  ..  -  •  i.c  ii  ft  cl>^lclt  cai  ti  a^t.-,  ;.Ld  j>ui«Lirg  i1u-iu  op- 

♦■i'ti,  jTCfcided    VI  r  hv  M.    Ka\   r    c  i  si<ivi^i!»j:  .varcs  agii'n-t  t'r.e  diMpliri'-gra    to    tie   iuf.  riur 

the    tiu  e    ■  <  ue  or  two  niii  u  ■  s  '    tim    1  m'ud.  (Mitii'ii  of  ibe  pericaid  urn. -we  coul  1  not   prr- 

jrt  J  OS    i,    th  ir  ilif  period  of   ;'/••?    mir,ute>  !>•  leivetle    filIIJtt•^l    tun.Mirg  of  the   htfirt:  we 

ei-f;!l  1  sijfd  —  Uptifi   tt  is  h'jiti,    \r.    lowl  r  re  ptrs-i  vircd.  ar.d  our  rtjuscilatorj  tif..rts  wi  re 

iiiHiks,    ja^ty,  "ILc    fir.'i   CJ-i.Dot    leavtrN  ,ontir,urd  fur  ^<.ITIe   twn.ty    minutes,   when   a 

jciieral  te&t.  Y<T.  pa^^ii  g  ly  iLis  It-.-t  us  ^atis  ip^p  in:.pi,a  ion  idi  of  our  ^u.•ces^ ;   tic  chil  I 

faciurj  in  it.-elf,  itsi  iipplicution  ii  u-i  be  limii-  ,  p^  ,.,t.nt  living.  In  iLiscHse,  the  s  undsfa'nt 

ed,   L.  cau?i&  tl.er€  i:re  but  few  gM.  .1  ^teiht!=LM  -  and  f:ao:hcjed,   wcrepresint,    ih  luh   m  ti-.a 

1  its  i.u).  ng  gi-cd  prac  i  iuners,  ai..',  "n  the  bett  j,  a-  not  di.M  rluiinated.    But  tl  ere  cernot  le  A 

liai:ds,  ceriah  l_y  is  ii^.t  ofun  atiaii.able   " |.ro!..i;g"d  aljscfnce  of  the  soun.^s  of  ibe  htarb, 

Tbis  is  indeed  a  verv  stiai.ge  mst-o.  r  .  (  refu-  wiiLout  tb<  ir  being  foil.  wi:d  hy  the  sul  3idence 
tiig*  t-aisfactiy  argnmcDtl    ••  Bvtanse  ""  ac-  of  its  i-niro  a«.t;.,n,  -  deatb^    ifmst  then  appa- 
Ci^'iiig    to     the    NcwOileaus     }'bj!'ioi..gi>t  rent,  will  .<Oun  b.  come  nricnifest  hj  the  occur- 
"'•  :iitre  aie  t/Ut  ftw    gc  c^d    stet!u>coi  i-'^,"  tbt  rtnce  of  i  «  Qndi?puted  tigi  s. 
tect  ib.Ufehttle  bt■^t  of  the  man V  rffeTed   t<  We  now  come  to  the  test   prrp-ised   dy    Dt. 
'be  Acadea.y  a  budv  ceitainly  wel!cpiuli£ed  t(  Qowltr.  the  '■thfrui.  mAth  a'  te.-t,  "   wbicU  he 
■adge  of  its  f  iceai.d  ai  i  licabiLsy.  car.not  be  thinls  |  r-enintnt  !o  the  ult  uUatory  teet  of 
re-ed  i;p  n:  'uch  wouM  be.U' l(.nc!u^i.  ns,  did  M.  Boud  uc   aud    tie    Fieuli    Acat-Umy,  sid 
^.sd.ptir   I!"  sdocliine.  A^uin,  fiur  autbo)  liis  test  ••  is  founded    rnnuntcrou-s    jrolorg'-d 
eTid«nti3  mis-ltkes  tie  purpart  ofiNl.  Biurl  ul>  espeiimen^s,  prt.1  ab'y  <  re  tlna^aud.,rT  ade  d'^ 
test  :   hisisliufd  op-ii  liiefc?*/ r'ri  of  il  e'-ta!f  r^oily  <  h  ffcvtral   h..n!itd  b'..d;e> ;    '(to  dtftr- 
vb  'e  Dr.  D.  I  utcn  it  rpon  the  n.<  tii  i  s  uf  lla*  niiue    iia  cx.ict  .W-.  reci  r.l-  u  I;;  ninctven  man- 
rt-;!V.«i,    s'.id    tuj  p«.it.- 1  iij   f.ieition  l-.y    Fsj<ri-  •l^o;ij  t  v<  lun  •:■.  niijibt  nrpiin- a  wctks  txans- 
iM  i.ts  nj :.  n  sauiien  rr  [tilths;   at  j  agr  9,  '•  le:  jnati  n.  Lc  .'■   and  tb.  r^ft  re.  it  as  |oa!>  to  bav<» 
an  air^a'cr  tbus  deprived  ofiisbe:  rt.  It  roar-  'tin  the  su'ject  of  long  and  pa-i;  nt  ibve  stigii  - 
t.  d;  return  i?s  1  eart.  i.i.d  apjly  ihe&N  tbefcopi  tioa   previous  to  it<  being  j  i-  s  nttu  to  il  e  pub 
tnd  'hen  the  dead  will  afford  tb-sciita'n  t-igi  ijc.      Dr.  Duviler   conh'd  re    M.  Eoucl  uta    ti&* 
cflife!"    But  he  d^e-i  not  t'li  liS  wbetber  tb:  :is  f^ati^factOTv  in  i-stli,  but  that  it   cannot   b3 
Found  is  Talvular  or  mu-^eular.  In   h's,  we  C;  n  ivai'ible,  froir.  the  want  DfgT^txi  ?telhcscopi*t«> 
*ider  that  the  Dr.  is;  no  more  fortunate  tlian  in  I  hi  Siine  valid  oljecticnrfs's  again>t  iLe  ttdop- 
^lin  first  pofciti'-n  : -the  good  stethe.-c>pist,  ■  ice  tii^n  of  ihe  Dr.'s  test ;    and  with    our  talented 
Tb(^i  are  nu'noroua  causes.  XV-'iieh  wi'l^pro-  <;ot(  repnrary.  the  WesftTti  JoU!n:)l  of  Mtdicine 
^ucc  "in  the  bn.rt.    as  in  a^I  orjrans.   a  state  of  ^I'd  Surgery.-'Would  Dr.  D.  con.-idtr  hi*  ovfn 
quiettir.ce.  f.imulating  toatb  :    ilie^.!  in  uUtii^n  test  fairly  olj-eicd  to,  by  tl  e  diclaratico  that 
onlinuee,    but  in  so  insidious  a  manner,    that  there  were  places  where    ihermcmfters   ccuM 
iVe  sounds  can  6<?a«:ely  be  Jistingni.-hed  wbile  not  readily  be  obtained,  and  that   ihey   might 
lie  cditracticrsaresofeelleard  obscure,  that  fall  into  the  1  an.'s  of  perfons  who  did  not  know 
il.ey  will  etCBpe  detection  from  tLe  best  pac-  bow  to  use  then  !  1  his  is  precisely  the  cbarac- 
tised  ear.  andmostsentitntfinjitr.  I    islhire-  rer  of  Dr.  D 's  ol  jection  to  M.    Bi  u  bufs  test. 
ftjte  certain,  ibat  the  fcutds  of  the  heart  n  ay  -nd  again.    '•  Tl  at  which  is  the   ^ure£t,   may 
^xist,  without  the  least  ajpreeiable  nioti(,n  be-  ^''*  alwavs  be  the  most  easily  reduced  to  prac- 
ing  pr(  sent,  f.r  a  limited  tin^e  :    !.nd  tbus  has :  'ice,  while  that  which  may  be  the  mest  attai:  - 
M.  Bouihut  very  wisely  founded  bis  test  upon  '•'oie,   miy  not  be  the  best.  " 
tie  t'enitcs,   and  not  upon   the  m.jtions  of  thr-  Speaking  of  bis  tcs-;,  (p.  12  )  Dr  D.  fav?:  ■  I 
lieait.  In  ihecaseof  A-:pbyxia-n>;orati  rum.  re-  propose    tie  tbernicmeler   a- a  means  of  te.^t- 
jor  «d  at  pngr  £0  tf  our  1st  No  .  not  the  .light  iDgd.ah,  fos^essingasitde:es.  Ripericrcrr- 
.                                           ,  ta!nt\  over  the  tttti  esCPi  e.    i  bt- latter  metb<  el 
tist  motion  could  ledetected,  though  w^-  i  rac-  taVes'for  <:ran'ed.  tbuc  in  an  ^^rtnt  c'ca-b,  the 

tised  then,    and  bare  done  for  rainy  years,   a  btari"s  actiin  cd.tinues:  th;U  it  car  not  be  Ur 

ttst  previous  to  reading  M.  Brachei's  paper  ii.  ^  »^"'«  ^'-M  ended.  i.Td  tLat  it-^  C(ti=  n   c:.n  al- 

.,     ^       ^     ,.  .  1.     1     ,     T                 1        -1-  wt.vs  be  bt ardl     1  be  vfjv  Ei.aloKies  ef  j:ri  a- 

the  Cszette  \  eJ.cale  de  Lyons,  ^nd  copied  m  ^^,;,  ,  .   ^rr^uiarv    d«a^h.    .ten.  1o  ,,  p< 'e  .r 

?be  l3j<b  No.  of  the  Gazette  Jes  H.  p   a  ix,  o(  contradict  ibese  a-SLnpnots.    'ibe  arabfiifs 

lurie, -that  (f  passing  <  ne  or  twtifiog-rs  under  and  the  2<.-siri.e  facts  ktowc  cf  atin  ul   teii*- 
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ji^fature,  teach  that,  during  litV,  tiu   boa^    is   inter,  in  tliece  oa-CH,  ;ia  origin  li,  or  in  iei_y  iho 
not  heated  and  tocled  like  intrt  matter.  I'lace    ,,ituaii(.n,  andtheiru.de    ofapplviug   thid  in- 


two  or  three  theim  jmetirs  in  ihe  armpits,  in 


.■"truinent.    The  exlineti>>u  of  auimai  heat,  Lin 


in  the  bend  of   the  arm,    (  lie  forearm    heii:g 

flexed  )-  in  the  mouth  and  wit!  iu  the  sj.Liny     a'wajs  been    regarded    a=  one  of  the    signs  of 

tcrs,  to  ascir'ain   the  heat  of  the  forface  and    death: — on  the  other  hai.d.  Fudeie  and  Mahou 

ofli.e  centl^,  (the  VectSim  h  th,.  'j'^f*  an<|  rei.ort  c.isef  of  individuals  «ppai«"tly  diad 
most  a-;ce6j>illrt  centre  )     The  apidica'ion    oi       \      .  ,    ,  •       ,    ,    .    , 

Ihe  thermometer  rcq-iirts  no  skill  and  is  optn  ''"^  ^'^'^  neverlhtless  reliii.ied  their  heat  {or 
to  the  inspection  ot  all,  and  is  a  test  for  al!  fuur  dajj.  Tl  ertfore  the  pie.'^c' co  if  ariin.al 
the  warm  bloodtd  animals-at  less- f,.r  man  ;  i,eat    cannot   in  uU    ca.-es  bo    cuUbldered  as  a 

While  the  auscultatory  tp«t  takes  for  cr.inted     .         r,.,.  .,        ^\       -i.      ^ 

^,    ^    ,  ,  •',  -^    \  ■         ,   S'jiD  01  Jit",  no  more  than  tha   its  ah-cenoe  can 

that  there  can  be   no    tpmpirarj    ina-.^non  oi      - 

the  heart;  the  thprmomctrical  test  tiik's  no-  bo  looked  upon  as  conclusive  that  death  Lai 
tliiri';!  for  ^ranttd  wi'hout   the    misst   induhi-   taken  [ilace. 

tabic}  proof".     Its  great  axiom   is  that  man.  in        ^  •     •  •       ,i  r  i     -vt 

his  living  state,  maintains  an  uniform  tempe-  '.  ^"  cone  umoU,  vro  .^ue  the  pref.r.nce  to  M. 
ra'u-e,    independent  of  the   furrounding   me-    ijouchui's  tes',    and  far    from   discarding    th<s 

dia,  while  a  dead  man,  1  keoihfr  inert  matt' r,   tuggestion   of  our    talented    c  untr^man.    wfc 

has'^noLinden^hdence  of  this  kind,  but  searli-    ,    .,      .,      ,  r  <  f.  ,■ 

,    °ft   ^s-    "  ^  '  .         hall  with  pleasure,    ( ne    more  source  oi  i  -  ■•■ 

ly  responds  to,-  and  is  govtrnel  by,    celorUi,)  ' 

conditions  althogethcr  physical  -  featirg  and    upon  a  very  dark  mi  b' ••■■'•■.  » 

and  being  heated,  receiving  and  radiating  ca- 
loric Th's  i.-i  not  the  result  of  sr)ecu'ati<.n,  but 
of  varied  &  [irolonged  fxperimtntal  r  senich.  i\. 

1  h>;  refr'g' ration  of  the  hody  be'ore  d  ath 
in  choler.i.,  congestive,  and  tlie  like,  is  nfit 
j'hyt.ical  refrigeration  r.^pouding  to  the  calo- 
rific tinndition  (  f  ibe  surroundiii":  media':  \l  i.- 


a  m'lrbid,  or  ph3siologi(al  caloricity,  waioh, 
for  a  time,  au^^ments  or  t^ontinues  statmnaiy 
after    death,    until    it  bhall    be    rep!  iced    by 


JRci)hirk-<  upon  Ih''  Coinpjrr.i.'vt  V'.iliic  of  J*« 
(IJfereiit  Ana-^lfipJic  A;j;ciils.  By  (jkok(;,<-  ILr- 
wAKi).  M  I).  One  or  the  /-irg^ons  to  tlvj 
Ma-.s.  General  iio-pit„l.   B(  scon.   Ic-kI.  pp    IL. 

From  time  imniem  ;iia',  surgeons  have  as.-i- 
p'ljfiicalreiYigeration,  as  its  phenomena',  his-  j^,^^,,,  ^„„  .,.  ,^ff^^.  ^„„,g  ^^.^^^^  ufi.movit.g 
lory  cbarly  .snows.  '  ?  ,     .     ,  ,  „ 

')  ho  facts  wiiich  f  have  puldishe  1  cnpcern-  i  "-he  paHenC  irom  the  mil  o.ic  ;  of  thy  suUcnug.-. 
ing  post-mortem  caloric'fy,  do  not  in va'i  late  attendaiit  upon  surglcil  tSrpatnSeiib.  V  iriinis 
this    thermometrical    t(S';    for    soon,   or  l.,te   articles  of  the  Materia  Mcdica,  as  well  as  t'lO 

phy^lcal  refrigeration  niu.'Mt;  take  rilace ,  „,..,.       ,  ,  , 

The  calorific? and  the  pu'refaotive  periods,  P>^^^«^f^  "1^'Ji^ti  lat.on,  h.ve  te.n  em.doyed  m 
80  far  from  coinciding,  antiigonise  each  icher.  ^ain.  Animal  magnetism  and  mesinerisax  a?- 
80  long  as  the  heat  is  not  in  accordanoe  with  |  trajted  ephem  ;r.il  attention  froni  a  fc  /V  nieul- 

the  ordinary    physic  il  laws  (f  caloric.     The'.      .    1*1     r       i.      v    t*i  t- 

•    i    r.  •     -1      .     .    1         -lU  •         •  I     ber^  of  the  faculty,  but  they  wtro  soon  discoun* 

{xnnt  of  coincidence  itnd  fq'iilihnum,  IS  reai- ,  "^  •' 

y  the  point  of  putr  fiction,    unless   the  cir-    tenanced,  and  arc  no  more  heard  of    in  these 
cumstances  be  of  an  oxtraordica  y  character,   days  of  'reformed  practieo.' 

such  as  involv-}  the  fre  zing  poiut,    or  tint  of        .     ..     ^      i    ..    101,-    .^       ^r     ^  1  t     « 

♦<.^— .f .«*;  >,,      R  .f  t»>„ t      •    \-         i'.i  In  beptembel',  lb4L>,  D;-s    Morton  and  Jaek- 

torretaction.     but  trie    preuomination    01  the  :  ^ 

invariable  law  of  physic;il  refrigei  .-fion,   is  a   son,  of  Boston,  discovere  1  that  sulphuric  ether 
criterion  always  attainable,  and  may  be  prov-    wou'd  by  its  inhalation,    throw  the  patient  in 


tnd,  as  to  its  times,  distances,    and    velocities, 


a  state  of  insensibility,    and  save  him   thereby 


by  arithmetical  e  I'cu'ation;  ascertain  the  ; ' 
temperatures  <'f  the  media  aid  of  the  heated  i  '^  ^^'^.'^  amount  of  paiu  and  misery.  So  great  a 
body;  th)  velocity  of  the  reCrigeratiou  will  be  '  benefit  conferred  upon  humanity,  required  but 
proportioned  to  the  times  and  distances,  and  j  to  be  known,  to  be  employed  wherever'surgery 
wi  1  procecl  from  the  surface  to  the    centre,!  •     1     >-       ,1  •  j        , 

until  the  eq.iilibrl'.im  bo  attained     Th.  only  i  '"'•'''  Practised.  Numberless  operations  dread 
('bjec'ion  that  lies  against  this  rule  relates  to  i  ^^^^  ^^^  prolonged,  were  perfoinied   with  the 
fhe  cilorlfic  conditions,  where  the  did'erences  j  utmost   success   as  to  the  euro,   and  safety  of 

betvreen    the  hea'ed  body  and  the  me  iia  are  1  ^.  r     ^    i^   .       »r       .u       i-A       .  1 

_„„„   ,;   .,    u   ^•r■     c       ■  I  •  the  patient,  but  as  the  ether  did  not  produce 

very  sii^^ht;  but  u  is  of  no  imp^)rtance  in  prac-  1         "^  ^ 

tice,  bee  luse  there  is  always  a  m  irked  diffe-  i  '^®  ^'-^^^  degree  of  insensibility,  and  its  effects 
renc'o  between  the  average  tempvralure  of  the  ;  were  too  transient,  or  its  peculiar  odor  proved 
air  in  the  shade,  and  that  of  a  bving,  or  re-  i  disagreeable  to  many  perso.ns.  Prof,  t^impson 
oently  dead  person."  ;      .,''.   ,  ,  "'.  ^      ,  ,.     .        ,  ,       / 

01  iiiiinourgh,    substitaied  loi- ir,    cab;roiorm, 

iho  reader  las  now  Dr.  D.'s  own  expha-  a  cump.>und  of  chlorine  and  bi-carburet  of  hy- 
nalloa  of  the  therraomctrlcal  test;  we  know  not  drogen.  A  less  q  lantity  is  req'iired  to  produ^Jd 
vbether  t'le    Dr  claims  the  use  of  the  thermo-  atitie  thesis,   the  cfiVjt  ''  J^^^^i""  "fuftTni  iti'-d  i'^e,ip^ 
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tiistei'it,  being  uuueuvtr,  Hgieabie  to  iriLa'f 
Another  agfut  was  thi^ught  preferable,  ni* 
that  was  clili  rio  ether,  fir,-t  recommended  h\ 
tlie  emin'  nt  surgaon,  \N'il!iam  Lawrence,  oi 
Loiidon.  Thete  are  the  three  agents  einplojed 
for  ai  aesthet-c  purpose?^. 

We  now  come  to  Dr    Haj ward's  paper:- (hi 

value    of    thise   agen'.=,    the   canjitr    anei  d  )  ^""J'^i^soR  of  midwiffrv  a^nd  the  djskases 

1.1    1^  ,A     ■    ■  t      ■  3  ,1  .of  avomek  amj  childrhn  in  the  umvek 

ing   their  aduiu.iftradop,  and  tlie  coniparatm  I  m*.  t-iMVin 

use  made  of  them.  The  Dr.  who  has  c  pefullj  ! 

studied  their  efficis,  in  vuiitd  ca&eB.  occurriii  I      r  -tl     r  n      •  .    ,  « 

,  .     ,        .     ,  .      ■      .         /  1      [  '  he  following  case,  copied  from  the  Ame- 

m  private  and  in  hcsfilal    practice,    pives  tl.i  i   ■„       ,  i    r   ,      «„    ,.     ,  r.  . 

V.  ,         ,   ,      .       ,         rl,         .  I  newn  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sc'.ences,    is   the 

tireference  to  the  suliihunc  ( Itier.    Ihere  it- no  ,.  i..,n/.T^,„, 

^  ,,      ,  .        ,.  ^>      ,      .      second    in    which     Prof.    Bedfo  d   performed 

one  well  bubstantiated  instance,    ol  its  havirt'  j    ,  ..         ri-     •     .  tt  r       . 

,  ^      ,  ,     ,  ,         ,    .    I  '''6  opeia'ion  of  Vaginal  Hysterotomy.  In    the 

produced  latal  coni-equtnce.s   and  althou-ih  ir  I  „     ^  ^,        ^         ,     ,,  .       ,     .   . 

*  .  ;.  .  ,         ,        I  Tirst  case,  the  uterus  had  been  eenouely  iniur- 
niany  cases,  its  exhibition  may  not  have  beei  i      ,  .  ^   ,.  , 

■'  •'  j  red  m  consequence  of  attempts  made  to  promo- 

attended  with  the  f. 11  ent-ct     one  n.iiiht  wish.  .      ,.        ,       ,  .         ,.    ,  /        ,. 

,    ,         ,  ,    ,.   .        ^  ^       n        ' '®  abortion,  oy  the  notorious  Madame  Restell. 

It  neverthtleps.   has  i  roved  ol  c-ignal  ber.etit  t<  ,  n,      r>     p.      j   •  i-  •     ■■  , 

'  '  f  Ihfc  Piof.  e  advice  was  soIki    d  by  the  attcnd- 

the  patient,  and  advanta;;e  to  the  surgeon.       1.         >      .  .  ,  ,       ,.  .  , 

'  '  _  _  ;  ing  physicians:     he  made  a  bi  1  ateral    section 

We  have  fxperimei.ttd    with  the  etlcr   va    ,r,K„  ,^„„„    „,,?  •     ^ •      .        *.  x-     i. 

1  i)t  tlie  organ,    ard  in  ten  miiiutts,    the  patient 

per,  many  hundred  of  times;   at  the  dt.ire  oi  ;  ^^^  deliver,  d  nf  a  full  grown  living  child    The 

friends,  we  have  inhaled  it,  and  not  the  shgh   ,  ,^^,^j^^^  ^^^  ^j,;,^    continued  to  do  well,  with- 

test  unpltasant  result  was  ever  observtd     Wt  '    ,  ,  „^^  „„i.„.^„  j    „      * 

1  •  ut  any  untowa'd    y  nptoms. 

empliiv  it  daily  in  (jur  f-usgical   practice,    anci        t-n     u     r-  t> 

,  .,  ,    .  ,     •       .     .-        •      .,    I    ,  I       10  Frofes.-or  Li-UfOKD,    is   due  the  honor  of 

have  wituested   its   adiiuraatratum    in   that  ct  !  ,      .        -  „  ,     ,  . 

,     ^         /..J  •    u     ■      .1       I  having  farst  perfirmed    this   very  delicate  and 

eeveral  oi  our  inends.  more  es^^pt  cially  in  tha'  i  ,  ... 

„.,    J,  n   r%  o  J      1  -,1  '  iar'gerous  operation  in    America:  and  we  are 

ofM.  BiXBV   esq    D.  D  S. ,  and   always    will.,    ,         ,.  ^      .      . 

,,      ,         .     ^  ,  !  pleased  in  transferring  It  to  our  columns,  to  re- 

the  happiest  results.  I        i         .i  c     i  ,    .,,. 

i  cord  another  ot   the   many   brilliant   acbieve- 
Can  we  give  our   unqualified   assent  to  tl.(         „.„  .■  ,.  ^i  „  ,„i:  f    /■  ,  jr    •       i 

°  ^  ;  iutU'S  tor  the  reliei  or  sinering  humanity,  and 

use  of  chloiofoimi  No.   The    number  of  well    ,„i  •,,u  i,k„^  e,^  ,^,.,„i,    a;  ^•^      •  t    j  ^     c- 

I  wliicli  nave  so  much  distinguished    teveial  of 

authenticated  cuses  of  death,  which  has  follow-     ,^  *„„..:„, j-„  i  „  j      •  •  i      , 

;  the  American  medical  men  ;    and  which  place 

ed  its  ut-e  in  E  irupe  and  in  this  countrv  ;-  the    ^.  „^  „^„„i    „„  i  ;„  •     ,  r        r 

1  •  '  ,  ttiem  equal,  and  in  n  any  instances,   far  above 

severe   constitutional    derapgeuients,    and  the     ,  „•    ,>  ,         „     rii  '    x-  • 

^  '  .      their  Eur.)pean  fellow-practitiorers. —  n] 

dreadfu'.  cerebral  disorders.it  has  caused,  will - 

,    J    •.  r  1  T..  ■         t  „i,        On  Saturday.  Nov.  Gth.  1847,  at  five  o'clock 

preclude  it  from  grnei a'  use    It  n  quires  at  al)  j  .     m     ^      a    nr   *.  '  j  ^      :.      j 

*  =  '  !  -A..  M..  Dr.  A.  Clinton  was  summoned  to  attend 
times,  the  utmost  caution  and  discrimination  |  vlrs.  L  ,  aged  oG,  in  labor  with  her  first  child, 
in  administering  it.  <Jf  cLl  jric  ether,  very  lit  i  Dr.  C.  had  attended  her  in  repeated,  and  rc- 
tle  is  known;  it  has  been  employed,   compara- 1  «^^i>  ^f^.y  ^  v.re  attacks  of  nephritis  On  leach- 

'  r  J-   ''r:g  the  l)<.u8e.  Leftund  Mrs.  L.  in  labor,   the 

tively  speaking,    but  by  few  surgeons,    and  ii    ^^^^^^  ^eing  decided,  and  occurring  with  regu- 

must  be  submitted  to  the  test  of  long  and  tried  ;  larity  at  intervals  of  fifteen  and   twenty  minu- 

expcrience,  before  its  use  can  become  general,  tes.  "in  his  examination  per  vaginam,  'the  Dr. 

'^  jj_      '  was  unable  to  detect  the   os  tineas;    he   very 

I  cautiously  explored  the  vagina  and  presentini' 
..,^. ., ^^ — ,.^^~.™  j  portion  of  the  womb  with  his  finger;  and  after 

«,-r^n-i     i-     •  J  1     1  •  1     i.  *i,^  «„,, or,   {several  fruitless  attempts  to  find  the  mouth  of 

B®^  The  timid  look  IS  usual  at  the  commen-     ,  ,      ,  i   .1  ^  .u   »  .v.    ^-tc     w       c 

***^      „  ,.  •.    1     V   1  u   „  I  the  womb,    he  concluded  that  the  dimculty  of 

cement  of  acute  diseases:  it  also  Of  longs  1.0  nvs- ;      ,   1  •       .1  •        .  i       •^-         c 

^*  ,       1  •     '    V  f       4.1     „^^..rl,o-.^ ;  reaching  the  OS  was   owing   to   malposition  of 

juondrias  s.  before  the  attacks  01    .,  *=>  ,    ,,  .°        .        '^r  .1 


teria  and  hypocl 


which  it  is  more  especially  expressed.  An  an 
sious  look  characterizes  all  heart  diseases, 
despairing  loik  appertains  to  violent  iofiiir 
ma  ions  of  the  abdomen,   to  softening   of  tl 
Btomach,  and  to  the  Asiatic  cholera. — Schill 


_  I  the  organ — firobably   retroversion    of  the  cer- 


,     ,     ,          ,  -.          ,,  ,        ,   ,.          „      A  I  vix.    Accordingly,    he   vaited    until   evening, 
xious  look  characterizes  all  heart  diseases.    Ai     ,        ,,  .   '^y^  ....  .    ° 

,'^"   .  .        ,   '                 ^  .       ,       •  1     t  •    fl   „      when  the  pains  increasing  in  violence,  and  as- 
desnairing  loik  anptrtains  to  vioient  lotliim-  .  ^  ,  .         1  ^       v  ■ 

^'^  r          ^„   ,         ,\^            .         r.     •          p  ,L„!  suming  an  expulfive  cl  aracter,  he   again  exa- 
maions  of  the  abdomen,   to  soltcning   ot  tne,     .      ,»  .         ^-*     *     1    .     •  1         i    *. 
"      '"       ui  .-   c  ,  t, 1  mined  his  patient,    but  wuh  no  better  bucctss. 


He  then  proposed  a    consultation,    the  patient 
A  narrow  pup"l,  in  acute  diseases,  is  a  sign  of  |  having  been  in  labor  fourteen  hours.    My  col- 
inflammation  of  the  brain,  and  of  the  sympathc-    league,  Prof.  Mutt,    was  sent  for :     on  hearing 
tic  nervous  .'■vsteni. —  Id.  ,  ^hc  particulars  of  the  case,  he  made  a  v.»ginal 
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examination;  and,  after  rep  a.(d  a  tempts  fa  1 
ed  in  finding  the  moatli  of  the  won>b.  I'rof. 
Mott  thought  that  possibly  some  chang)  would 
occur  during  the  night  in  the  posiiiori  <  f  the 
partr",  which  would  enable  him  to  reach  the  a- 
uteri,  an  i  left  the  house  with  the  promise  that 
he  woull  return  ia  tlie  morning.  Dr  Ciinton 
continued  with  his  patient  during  the  niglit. 
and  the  pains  oc^^urred  regularly  wirh  more  or 
less  force.  He  made  several  examinations,  and 
Could  feel  nothing  bu^  a  globular,  smooth,  and 
uiiilor  n  surface.  In  the  morning,  Nov.  7'h,  at 
ten  o'clock,  i'rof.  Mott  returned.  The  pains 
wre  then  much  m  >re  violent,  and  'b;  [a  i'-nt 
siififerad  seveiely  ll-i  :igiin  attemp'^ed  by  exa 
niin  ition  to  reach  the  mouth  of  tl  c  woinh  and 
a  ^aiu    failed.    To  u«e    his    o  vn    language,  '•  I 

y  hav3  seen  a  great  many  obstetric  cases,  and 
have  attended  almoot  every  variety  of  partu- 
rition; but  it  is  the  firt  time,  a'^ti-r  thirt^'-ix 
hours'  lab  >r,  that  I  could  not  ftn  1  the  <>s  tin.  in 
— The    ca-c  w-  a   now  assuming  a    dangeruu.- 

,,, character;    the  pains  were  fr  q  lerst  and  expul 
sive,  with  an  obliterated  mouth  of  the    wou.b 
The  four,  therefore,  was  rupture  of  tlds  organ 
and  death  of  the  paticns  with  but  lit'li  (diar.c 
for  the  life    of    the    oh  11.    I'he    hu^bind    an" 
f^iend^  were  informed  of  t!ie  precarious    situa 
tion  of  the  patient.    Di'S    Mott  and  (  liaton  de 
cided  to    have    additional    cnnsul'ation  :  and  1 
met  them  at  one  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  paticni 
having  b(>cn  in  more  or    h  ss    active    jahor  for 
forty  hour-i.    On    (xanininghir    1    could    not 
feel   the  slifrhfest  trate  of  an  os  t'ncro ;   and  1 
became  sati.^fied,  after  a  thor  ugh   exploration 

^. that  it  was  entirely  obliterate].  Under  the'e 
circums'ance<,  the  death  <.f  the  mother  being 
inevitable  without  an  oprr.iiion,  it  was  propt- 
sed  to  lay  the  womb  open  thio  igh  the  vagina; 
and  at  the  ri(juest  of  L)is.  Mott  a  id  Clinton,  1 

Proceeded  to  perform  the  operation  as  fdlow.-: 
Vith  a  probe- p  inted  bistoury  covered  to  wich- 
in  a  few  lines  (jf  its  extremity  with  linen,  anr! 
taking  my  finger  as  a  gui<le,  I    made  a  bi-late- 
ral  scciion  of  the  nec'K  of  the  womb,  extending 
the  incision  to  within  a  line  or  tw  >  of  the  peri 
toneal  cavity.     The  lua  I  of  the  child    w.is  im- 
mediately felt  through  the  opening.   The  pain.^- 
continued  with  vi(dence,  but  there  vvai  m  pro 
gress  in  the  debvery;  the  neck  of   the    womb 
■was  extremely  hard  and  resisting,  ami  presen- 
ted to  the  touch,  after  the  incision,  a  cartilagi 
nous  feel.   Dr.  Mott  and    myself  then    left  the 
patient  in  charge  of  Dr.  Cbii'^on,  an  i  returnei 
again  at  six   o'clock    in    the    evening.   At  thi 
time,  although  the  piins  had  been  severe,  tiu 
head  had  n  it  descenled,    nor  had  any  impres 
eion  been  made  on  the  openin/.    I  then  made 
an  incision  through  the  posteiior  lip.  The  pa- 
tient was  not  in  a  condition  to   sustain    blool 
letting,  and  a  vve.tk  solution  of   tartar    emetic 
was  admin'stered,  with  a  view,   if  possible,  o1 
producing   relaxation.     Dr.  Ciiuton  remanid 
with  his  patient,  and  pr.imisei,  if  any  thing  oc- 
curred   during  the   night,    to   inform  us  of  it. 
We  were  both  sent  for  at  two  o'clock,  the   pa 
ticnt  suffering  severely  from  violent  and  exces- 
sive pain,  all  of  which  prfxliced   little   or   no 


c  litiige  on  the  head    of   the    child.     Dr    Mott 
liavuig  arrived  before  m^',  and   tiuding  Mrs.  L 
in  great  a^ony,  and  tearing  rupture  of  the  ute- 
rus   eularg'd  the  mcision  ivhioh  1  had  already 
male,  and  iil-o  cut  towards    the  two    ischiatio 
bones    We  remained  u:  til  seven  o'clock  in  the 
moining    when    we    left       I'he    pa" lent    being 
much  fatigued,  a  Dover's  p  iwder  was  ordered 
which  procure!  a  c  lUifoitHble  sleep,  and  tem- 
p  )rary  imoiuuity  from    t-uifering.     We    called 
again  iit  t  1   ven  o'c'ock  ;  ';he  ope.ning  had  dila- 
ted soropwljafc,  aLd  tiie  head  Could  be  more  dis- 
tinct'y  felt,  but  it  had  not  bfgun  to  engage  in 
the  pelvis.     There  was  much    heat    about  the 
part^i,  i;n  1  the  scalp  Wiis  corrugated.  The  pains 
coofinued   with    regularity,    losing  nothing  in 
violence,  and  about  six  o'clock  on  the  evening 
■  f  Moh   a  •,  the  •  ati  nt's  sirengfi  wa-<  evident- 
ly giving  w  tv,    a  ,d  ner  pulse  rose  to  14').     Ia 
a  vvord,  tiie  symptoms    were    most    alarming. 
Tnc  4  irstion  n  'w  presented    itself,    what  wa3 
to  be  done '?     Aft  r  m;itiire  deliberation,  being 
essentially  con.servati ve  iu  the  whole  n  auage- 
uent  of  the  ease,     we  determined    to  make  an 
i.ttem[>t  to  df  liver  with  the  forceps  — Ct-rtainly 
not  an  ea-i_y  tiling  to  do  wiili    the    head  at  the 
superior  .-trait,  not  bguu  to  engage  in  the  pel- 
V  ~^,    and  the    openirg  of  the  womb  not  larger 
than  a  dol  ar  pieC",  rigid  and  unyielding.   Ihe 
forccfis,    however,    after  a  full  view  of  all  the 
ci.'c  uostances.  r'teser.tcd  lo  us  the  most  feasi- 
*de  means  of  tiF  cting  dt-livery.  At  the  request 
of  Drs.  Mott  and  Clinton.  I  applied  the  forceps 
and  w  IS  fortunate,  without  much  loss  of  time, 
ia  locking  the  insirument.  The  head  was  situ- 
ated diagonally  at  the  upper  strait,    with  fljx- 
ion  bu'  partially  male 

I  fii'st  directed  tracti(m  downward  and  back- 
ward, the  ferceps  handle  forming  an  acuta 
angle  with  the  axis  of  the  infero;-  strait  of  the 
pdvis,  and  when  I  succeeded  in  fl-xing  the 
chin  of  the  (ihild  upon  the  sternuui.  1  then  ro- 
tated the  handle  of  the  instran.ent  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  domi-spiral  niov.-ment  to  the 
head,  lo  this  way,  after  very  great  effort,  I 
succeeded  in  bringing  the  head  to  the  inferior 
strait,  the  occiput  pressing  on  the  perineum. 
At  this  stage  of  the  oferation,  my  arms  and 
fiauds  were  nearly  paral_)Z;d,  ouc'i  was  the 
force  necessary  to  overcome  the  dilFi;ulty.  I 
requested  Dr.  Mo"t,  who  was  by  my  side,  to 
relieve  me,  and  he.  after  no  inconsilarabie  ef- 
fort, succeeded  in  b."iriging  the  beail  into  the 
world;  and  our  gratificatioa  was  in  no  way  di- 
minished by  tl>e  fiiCC.  that  the  chili  was  alive, 
in  event  ce  tainly  nut  t  >  have  been  expected. 
As  strange  ;n  it  may  appcir,  the  only  incove- 
nience  experienced  by  the  mother  after  deli- 
very was  an  inability  to  pass  her  water;  this 
continue  1  for  about  two  weeks,  rendering  it 
necess  iry  to  intr  iduoe  the  catheter  twice  daily 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  bladder.  The 
mother  aed  child  are  in  the  enjoyuieut  of  ex- 
cellant  health,  it  being  now  three  months 
.since  the  operation. 

It  may,  perhaps,  bo  thought  by  some  that 
the  patient  should  hive  been  delivered  sooner, 
and  that  we  subjtctci  her   to  serious  and  UQ- 
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jieci  .ss:!r_y  1  a/.iii-<l  in  dfciaxii.g  tiie  lieJiveiy  by  ; 
i'liiC'-ib  I  ins  i'-asi)tiiti>i  Diighr  pohi'ul^y  I  e  sus- i 
t.iiii;ol  <  11  uvncial  pinciples;  hut  1  think  ii  ^ 
viJl  be  coiiCedeii  tliai,  in  thin  i>idi\'i(lnal  case.' 
ve  wire  nut  uitW  jurtlli-d  in  llie  delay,  but 
llic  rcM-.lr.  proved  tl  e  witd'nii  of  tlie  C"urse  we 
J  Urs^ued.  Ifi  my  ju  lj;cuent,  rxjthing.  uuder  tht  I 
)reculiar  ciicun.a  inioes  of  the  ca}^e,  Could  have  I 
warranted  auv  u'teuipf.  ht  artifi -ial  deiiverv,  1 
s,ive  iin  cpiJiuacli  to  cxiiuust lOn  on  the  part  of\ 
Hie  -not Iter,  or  the  occurrence  of  some  iicciilent  \ 
placing  i if e  rn  the  most  iininincnt  peril  The 
|iOr<itio:i  vi  the  k«al  lieud,  and  tlitj  ccn  Jitlori : 
of  the  III  u  li  of  ti.c  wuiiib  weio  .-uch  as  to  ren- 
der extrdu  ly  (.robal  1  •  the  failure  of  any  ut-\  apple  and  on  cither  side  to  the  inner  borders 
t>mpt  at  Uelivf  ry.  1  tie  ut.viou.s  indication  there  ,j\  the  httino  nia^toidei  muscles.  Where  the 
lore,  was  to  tius.,  to  nature  as  1od>;  as  she  wa,.-  patient  ha>  become  d^b  lltatcd  by  the  use  of 
cjpahle  of  a-rin;^,  and  for  the  aocou '.heur  to  nauseants  and  purj^aiivef!,  he  prescribes  the 
j.rueted  t..  aititielal  delivery  llie  moment  the  .jrup  of  onions:  ihe  bowels  to  b.-  regulated  by 
general  >yoteii)  (  x'ublled  evidences  of  pn  s:ra- .  i,.astor  o;l.  —St   Louis  Med.  JournaL 
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I.  Topical  use  of  Iodine  iti  Croup. 

Dr.  Ct.  .>.  C  ll.\i.PKR.  lias  ured  the  tincture  of 
loline  in  Croup  w.lh  thu  hapjiiest  results  Ho 
pa'i.ts  the  trachea  from  the  sternum  to  Adam's 


tiun. 


TSfi?  Biaoc?  of  Ri\  Issebiiate. 


H  Cod  Siver  oiJ,  iu  Strumou* 
CoHJJiisctiviti!*.  -  I'uilent  f^even  3  cars  old, 
and  alfc-cted  ior  n  ne  months,  had  taken  jow- 
ders  of   lylr   c    crela  ;    pulv.  ihei  et  magues., 


I    was  called  ii  jjroit   liaste  to  Fee  a  patient  :  repeated  ev«>ry  four    hotirs;   cups  to   the  nape 
vbo  WIS  reprfs -nted   to  be  in  a  dyinjj;  condi-  '  of  the  neek  a;id  light  nutritious  diet,  this  plan 


lion  ;,  a-id  on  my  iirrival  at  the  house  I  really 
f  lund  I  im  s  ck,  Im".  far  from  bein^  as  I  ai  ac 
icpvcM  nted.  Xiypa'imt  iiad  a  s.iVere  attack 
of  (lb  uiitis.  The  symptoms  be'n.^  very  ug'-ii'. 
1  thou^nf.  proper  to  t.ike  bl  )od     The'  peeuliar 


of  treatment  improved  the  general  health,  but 
ex  r'eJ  I  o  it  Hut  nci!  on  tl.e  rye:  other  rcme- 
t  di.'s  were  cuiiibiyed  without  benefit.  Ordered 
cod  liver  o'l,  cold  salt  bath  daily,  with  the  oc- 
asional    application    of  a    tm  lolh    crjbtalj^of 


(.dor  emitted  by  the  l)'oii  wiiile  t  unn  n^  from    sulphate  of  copper    to  the   iifl  iraed  part;    the 


the  vein,  to^'ether  Av.th  the  sinzular  app  ar 
i  noe  it  presui'ed  after  rema'n  iig  n\  the  h"Avl 
a  f-  w  nnnu'^n.  led  me  to  a  further  examination 
of  it.  One  half,  (that  is.  the  lateral  lialf.i  was 
of  the  normal  appeai-aiice   Aviien  drawn  from  a 


eure  now  [irogie-sed  most  ra|  i  lly. —  Dr.  E  A. 
Kkimzleman,    in  iS'ew-Jertcy  Med.  Reporter. 

Ill     .'EtiiereaS   Solution   of  Gun- 
Cotton,  iu  Erysipelas.  —  I'he  erygipela- 


Jiatient  la,i)oring  ender  an  inflammatory  aficc-  tous  ibtl  numation  is  generally  tuperBcial,  in- 
Uon  ;  the  other  half  had  the  appeaiaucc  of  milk  vol  ving  piiacipal'y  the  capillary  vessels  of  the 
upon  the  surface  —  so  much  so.  tlia  1  question-  cuticle  and  subcutaneous  tissues;  therefore, 
wu  my  a»Bieiu!its  as  to  the  fact,  althoug'i  I  was  any  Milj.itance  which  would,  after  application 
juile  poaitive  of  the  ve.-ssel  being  clean  Avhen  contract,  tlcreby  expe'ling  the  superabundan- 
batuled  lo  rue.  1  gave  the  bowl  a  rotatory  mo-  ce  of  blood  iVom  the  p'.irt,  would  of  course  les- 
liou.  yet  the  tiaid  would  no'  mingle,  remaining  j  sen  the  pain  and  irritatii'U  These  results  wefe 
just  the  sa  n'j  a--  when  first  observed.  I  obtained  by  the  use  of  the  gun  cotton-solution, 

What  is  g'ill  more  interes  ing.  and  to  which  i  the  ibfl  iramat ory  redness  disappeared,  and  im- 
iTiy  attention  was  at  racted,  we  e  ihe  fumes  o'j  mediate  relief  wa.s  obtained  — D.    J.W.FKEtR, 
fibohol;  w  ich  were  so  strong  that  one  would   ia  Oaio  Med.  and  Surgical  Journal, 
have  s  'pposed  that  ar'iclc  10  ha-e  been  thrown 

in  among  the  blood.  I  did  not  apply  a  ligh'ed  i  IV  Sulpliate  of  Quinine  in j''Sin- 
laper  toi^  but  have  not  the  lea  t  doubt  that  if ;  gultus.-l'atienc  twenty  tive  years  old,  taken 
1  liad  I  .'^hould  have  seen  it  ignite  —  burniitg ,  tu  labour  the  17  th  Feb  ,  instrumentil  delive- 
Avi  h  its  lambent  fla  ;e.  Is  i'  at  all  strange  tha  :  ry  on  the  20  th.  '  n  the  night  of  the  10  th, 
Ave  find  in  aitopsics  o  those  pors  ns  who  are  in  '  hiccough  became  per.sistent,  and  continued  so 
the  tial)!tual  use  of  ale  >holic  bquors  sue  1  de- 1  without  interruption,  even  during  sleep,  for 
jiositions  and  c  aicretions'f  ^Vhy  s'lould  not  seven  d*iys  and  nights  The  usu^l  anlispas- 
ilieir  tissues  h'.  transformed  when  their  blood  i  modics,  as  well  as  the  precipitated^carbcnate 
is  so  charged  wih  carl),')!!  and  hydriigen.  whi-;h  '  of  iron  were  used  inefi"-;ctually  ;  chlorobirm 
jsro  s  )  fo  eign  to  its  vi  a  ity  ?  I^s  as3,  with  all '  was  repeatedly  inhaleii,  till  coma  and  insensi- 
its  ctmcorairants,  mist  needs  raik;  its  ravages  I  bility  resulted,  but  the  hiccough  still  continu- 
— the  sr.'miach  s.jft";)ing  fi'St,  the  func  ion  of  ed.  On  the  5th  and  6. h  days  after  delivtry, 
a-isim  lation  des  ro;ed:  the  brain  froai  coati-  the  pulse  was  full  and  of  good  character  :  she 
nu -d  narco  istn,  softens,  breaks  down,  ani  the;  seemed  to  be  doing  well,  save  the  singultus, 
creature  dies,  I  and  a  daily  febrile  exacerbation.  Oa  the  20i;h 

My  pa^i-.-nt  1  learned,  drank  N.  E.  rum  in  with  the  iotention  of  avprttng  the  next  attack 
large  do«e<  often  r-peatel.  -ih*.  G.  S.  J  '.ves:  iif  fever,  q'tinine  >^ss  were  taken  at  once,  and 
!  o;^i-oa  Med.  -lour.  .3  jirs.  tvro  ho irs  after.    The  dr^t  dose  had  been 
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taken  l.ut  l.alF  an    liuur.    when  the    IncMuoih  i)er..  fi  .     w.i.id  tain    ii.i,ke  i..-,  I.ope,    iliat    ^' « 

ceased  eutirolv  ;  nor  di.j  It  return  ua'il  »!i'-  ful-  w-r^v  p os^e^-"  th;   tnean."  i)f  iirre-stinsf   a  lii-'^-ts? 

1  iJving  rnirnii  g    vvln-n  aTioMier  dose  of  JC   rr-*.  (^f  fivcj-U'tit  occurretcp,  and  wh'ch  ha-  al  "ost 

j)roo)|.ir,ly  and  |pern.,!r.oi.-ly  nvresfed  it.— Prof  invnrlnhly    proved   fatiil,   under  all   [dans    i>f 

L   A    DuoAS,  in  Southern  Medical  Journal.  treutmeuf, 


V.  EiJitl?3iaic  Dy.seiitri'y.  Foil  do-^es 
of  opium,  with  s.nall  putious  of  ipeoaciiinlia. 
repeated  at  such  interv  ils.  as  to  keep  the  pain 
aiid  tencjimui  in  eubj taction  ;  I'll  liydr.  vFa-* 
also  given  in  three  or  four  grain  do«ps,  every 
four  hours,  and  con'inu-d  until  flight  symp- 
toms of  ptyalism  ap^iiear^^d  unless  the  di'^ease 
etihsided  before  this  ift"et  K''[it  up  acMve 
Ci)iinf-er  irritation  wi".h  strong  v.datile  liriiriient 
thro"out;  enjoioed  rigidly  a  milk  die',  arid  mn 
cilaj^inoui  drinks.  I'hin  plan  of  treatment,  was 
based  upon  the  ])  lief,  thitthe  di-^oasp  d.'p»nii- 
ed  upon  funetional  dera-ngeniont  of  the  liver. 
lind  inflvmination  of  the  inuciious  meiiibriuie  of 
the  colon  and  rectoni  aiad  therefore,  that  pur- 
gatives of  any  kind,  are  oat  of  question  in  tlie 
Ireatmcnt  of  dysentery. — J.  IIjhk;  0  ilo  M   Jr. 

VI.  Tra?.iii5atic  Teliiiiias,  treated 
witli  si!il2»I!ia(:«  oi"  QuiziisJe.  -Cm>h  ;  vV 
r  aged  2J  v-ry  nealihy  and  athletic  wa-s  ai;- 
cidentally  woondpd  n«  ar  the  external  ni:!l!eo- 
Ids  of  the  left  leg  by  the  di-^c-iarge  of  a  [li-rid  ; 
loaded  with  tow.  The  wound  dii  weli  during 
three  weeks,  when  fro.-n  exposure  to  bad  wea- , 
ther  and  from  fatiga;-,  tetanic  symptoms  were 
jirodueed.  The  woun  1  hid  nearly  h  aled,  but 
was  dry,  with  everted  edges,  and  i?  laie  swel- 
ling of  the  ankle:  II  Cal onifl  gr.s.  xxv,  ipecac- 
uanah  grs.  ii. :  poultice  of  hops  to  the  W'uul  ; 
ibllowed  by  a  full  dos  ;  of  castor  oil.  After  the 
operation  of  these  medicines,  to  take  half  a 
grain  of  sulphate  morphine,  every  half  hour  for 
two  hours,  and  afterwards  GO  drops  of  tincture 
opium  every  hour;  three  portions  of  the  o^.)ium 
were  taken,  and  there  being  a  disposition  to 
sleep,  it  was  di-continued.  The  spasms  coniin- 
uing,  the  ano  lyne  was  administered  sufli- 
cienf,  to  keep  him  ((ui'e  sleef>y  A  b  ister  was 
substituted  for  the  poultice  ;  the  patient  was 
now  much  exhansted,  pulse  1)3,  and  f-ib'e  ; 
skin  perspiring  freely  ;  ^dister  dressed  with  ba- 
silicon  ointment.  0^  the  evening  of  the  second 
day,  ordered  sulphate  qiinine  $'S,  and  contin- 
ued the  opium.  There  was  a  decided  remis- 
sion at  mid-night;  rhei  pulv.  grs.  xl.  was  g'v- 
cn,  and  thre'j  hours  after,  castor  oil  §j  ;  aored 
ireely  Anodynes  give  \  p  r.  n  and  on  c!ie  3rd 
day  at  G  o'clock,  P.  M.,  su!pha''e  qiinine  3' 
was  ordered  ;  sympt  »ms  majh  miiigated  ;  at  (i 
P.  &!.,  fourth  day,  thirty  grains  q  linino  were 
taken.  The  convulsive  motions  gr.idaally  j-uh- 
^ided,  and  ia  f  mr  or  five  diys  entirely  disap- 
peared. The  wound  was  ma  1.5  to  suppurate 
with  some  diffi;ult,y,  b  il  fi  lally  holed,  and 
the  man  is  now  wcil.  — D.  8.  S.  E.viison,  in  the 
Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Dr.  E  remarks,  that  the  cure  in  this  case, 
may  be  attributed  to  the  eraploymr  n*;  of  tlie 
ijiinirie:  the  following  ca.'-e  in  which  the 
hivme  remedy,  was  used  with  the  moat  signal 


Vif.  SsIi?^!lata  of  Qwiilhie   aii  T?- 

tit«MS.~P'tieiiC  ten  years  old  ;  s'uck  anal 
in  li^r  heel:  tetanic  sympt  )?ns  a,);»aed  eight 
or  n'n  d.iy-i  ;i''t  r.  '"he  «<)  md  ha  1  been  open- 
eb.  an  alkilioi^  pmlr.ice  applie'  aad  m'lrpbin^ 
alnrni^t  red  H -a  1  was  dra^vii  bick.  fixed  ri- 
gidity of  the  no-iterior  muscles  of  «be  n:'ck  &;J. 
co,r>tenan".e  anx-ms.  pnlse  somewhat  accele- 
rated. Morphine  to  be  tiken  as  much  a<  p'>s- 
^ib'e  a:i  1  •  x"-.  n^ive  c xi  it^r-'r  it  it  on  to  the 
-p'le  She  wi-  k"pt  ni^ht  ind  day,  ia  a  a'ate 
of  narj  )'i-ui  i  1' n  >  m  the  1 1 'h  :  the  sym^.t  >ms 
progr.'s-ii\.;.  o  .lo'''!  S.ilph  (i'luiine  x  grains, 
Siiph  M  irphiiic!  1-4  irain,  in  ■*  ilutinn  we.-f 
three,  f  U'  or  fie  h  "I'M  aico  ding  to  tlip  e^- 
'e  ts  I  !!  s  treitin  mt  w.i-  s  i-m  attended  by  a 
j.r  >!(mg  ition  of  the  interv.ils  b 'tween  the  pa- 
r..x/stiiil  wpi.^ms.  an  I  a  di  ni'i'ttioT  in  viob-n- 
cj."  The  0  d  1  sv-at  u.-^uiHy  inbuc  I.  by  large 
d  »-!es  of  (jii  line  shovel  it  eif  ~e/eral  times  to 
a  m  )leri.te  de'.;ree.  and  i  i  f>rty  eight  h  )urs, 
the  pMms  ha  1  entirely  <!ea-;ed  alth mg'i  tho 
ri^-idity  per-iistud  and  gralu  illy  wo*f^  aw.iy  in 
the  c  >urs!^  of  a  w  ek.  The  los  js  of  qiiaine  and 
mirph  ne  w  r.^  now  gradu  illy  lessened,  and 
finally  omitted  on  th.';  2l<l;  eleve  i  days,  ?.<m\ 
tlie  ommenwm -nt  of  the  disea-e,  when  tho 
patient  was  dismi-<^e'l  entirely  circl.  — Prof. 
L    A.  Duo  kS,  in  S  luthern  Mid.  Journal. 

Vlll    Treatssa-ijat  of  lic?ratjjl  and 

to  Jis  fciiow^'il  hy  Tatai8U».-[r!ie   an- 
aly^^^  of  the  fdloAing  ca^es  of  severe  injuries, 
likely  to  indu  ;e  tetanus,  and  successfully  trca 
ted  by  turp  ntine,  canno*^^  but  prove  highly  m« 
teresting  to  all  our  readers.] 

Case  1st.. — Rev.  W.  Fannelly,  ag»d  2-1;  on 
the  20r,h  Aug..  suffered  an  extetisive  laceratioo 
of  the  left  hand,  by  the  explosion  of  a  gunj 
the  little  finger,  was  amputated  at  the  nieta 
carpo-phalangeal  articulation.  Spirits  of  tur- 
pentine was  poured  into  the  wjunds,  foil  )wed 
by  lint  sa'urated  with  it  to  the  same  ;  patient 
felt  corn'ort^bl'i,  and  bal  m^irely  a  punLr-^nt 
sensa'i on  in  the  ban  1.  L  >  v  diet ;  calom  ;l  2;rs. 
opi  nn  I  grain,  to  b  taken  night  and  morning. 
The  wonnls  were  dressed  with  turpentine  up 
to  the  2')ih.  when  equal  pirts  of  turpentine 
and  olive  oil  were  subst.iiu"*d  for  it;  ptyaPsn 
tiking  place,  the  mercury  was  discimtinued, 
anlasilin>  ape-ient  orlerel.  On  the  2.)t,h, 
emollient  poultices  were  applied  ;  wounds 
were  claan  :  in  a  few  days,  healthy  granula- 
tims  sprung  up,  pus  of  a  giod  character  was 
freely  secreted,  and  on  the  15-,h  of  September, 
the  poultics  were  changeti  for  c  lustic  wash, . 
dry  lint,  and  oi'c  1  silk  ;  the  parts  were  all  ci- 
ci'rizol  on  the  2nd  of  Oetober. 

Case  2  nd  — N   (i  -oden.  age  GO :  ?,1  Lh  iNov„ 
r'ght  Land  severelv  crirh.b  ia  some   machine- 


1«0 


NORTHERN  LANCET, 


JUXB, 


i 


ry  ;  w.  u  <ls  on  its  dor>al  and  pilmar  aspect-,  stances;  exercise,  one  or  tvro  bottles  of  porter 
suiiie  Ixual  and  ci.nslitutiunal  treatiiieat,  anu  |  daily,  full  diet,  and  a  dovcr's  powder  or  other 
rec.'V^ry  soon  followed.  '  soporific  at  bed-time,  proved  sufficient.    When 

Case  3rd.— M.  U.  age  30:  top  of  the  thumb.     •  *  -       - 


including  the  nail  ground  off,  as  well  as  the 
last  phahmx  c)f  the  index  fi'iger  and  half  of  the 
second  plialarix.    Amputated  the   thumb  at  the 


the  nervous  symptoTiis  were  well  developed, 
but  the  pultie,  warmth  of  hkin,  condition  of  the 
stomach  and  muscular  capacity,  evinced  the 
absence  of    prostration,     one  grain  of  opium 


lie  in.iex  netweeu  me  nv-^i  anu  secor.o  ,  inci-j^ith  wormwood  tea.  but  without  alcohol,  un- 
ions retained  together  by  adhesive  plasters,  j  le  s  the  patient  had  been  habitually  a  large 
dedgetsoflintso.ikedin  turpentine  over  them.  I  drinker.  If  the  skin  h^^came  cold  and  clammy, 
:alumel  and  opium  ;    wounds  healed  kindly,  [  puise  r.ipid  and  mhiU  with  general  exhau-tion 


articulati'-n  between  the  first  and  last  phalanx.  :  was  given  every  two  or  three  hour?,    perhaps 

the  index  between  the  tir-^t  and  secor.d  ;  inci-|with  wormwood  tea.  but  without  alcohol,  un- 
eio  --J   -        .1    _    i._   _JL  ..... 

plf 

Ch 

and  no  had  conseq.n  nces  followed.   •  [a  tahlespoonful  of  brandy  t?^very  hour  or  two, 

Case  4  th  ;  Smith,  age  2G,  2  nd  July  wound  <  was  given  with  one  grain  of  opium  every  hour 
of  the  thunih  by  the  discharge  of  a  pistol;  me  |  as  a  maximum.  This  course  rarely  failed  to 
tajarpo  phalangeal  articulaiion  opened,  and  produce  suimd  and  prolonged  sleep  in  from  one 
la^t  phalanx  fractnred,  solt  parts  niu;h  torn  ;l  t„  three  or  fmr  days,  and  recovery  almost  im- 
adjusted  the  parts,  without  washing  away  the  |  mediately  followed.  In  several  cases,  a  blister 
blood,  wounds  dressed  wuh  lint  and  turp  n-  t.  the  nucha,  shortened  an  ( b-tinate  attack  :  » 
liue;  splint  and  roller  to  the  fracture ;  to  keep  j  number  required  laxatives.    Intractable  vomit- 


tbe  parts  cont'nualiy  w  t  with  tur|  e  ti  le 
Anonyoe  draught  taken,  and  stric'ist  quiet 
enj  )ii.el;  C  ilomel  i  gr  ,  op'um  ij  grs.,  nigil 
and  morning  Patit-nt  improved  till  the  S^b  : 
when  he  complained  of  darting  pains,  running 
lip  the  arm  in  the  cour-e  of  the  median  nerve 
6th,  some  difficiil'y  in  opening  tlie  mouth,  and 
pain  in  the  neck;  being  under  the  influence  ol 
mercury,  it  was  discontinued,  purgative  order- 
ed anodjiis  at  bed-time;  die  sing  removed  for 
the  fir.-t  time  this  day,  wound  clean  but  no  at- 
tempt at  union.  E(|ual  parts  of  olive  oil  and 
tur|iontine  to  the  wounds;  he  took  an  opiate 
every  night  np  to  the  11th,  wounds  treat  d  at 
deecnbed.  Warm  dressing  was  now  di:;Conti- 
nued,  and  emollient  poultices  ordered.  In  a 
few  days  one  of  the  flexor  tendons  sloughed  off 
healthy  granulations  next  followed  ;  poultices 
discontinued;  touch  the  parts  daily,  with  the 
caustic  wash,  covering  them  with  lint  and  oil- 
ed silk.  The  wounclei  parts  soon  cicatrized, 
and  the  patient  has  now  the  full  use  of  hib 
thumb. 

The  mercury  was  given,  to  prevent,  or  ar- 
rest the  morbific  action,  whilst  the  opium  i& 
required  to  tranquill  ze  the  system  ;  how  the 
turpentine  actJ,  is  a  suhj  »ct,  that  may  admit 
of  controversy.  It  seemi  to  exercise  a  specific 
inflaence  on  the  nerves,  and  by  its  action  des- 


ing  and  rejection  of  food,  were  subdued  by  the 
usual  means.  Dr  H.  Hartshornf,  in  Amer- 
ican Journal  of  Medical  Science. 

X  Pathology  of  Dysmeisorilicea. 

I'rof.  P.^KKKK,  has  tieated  several  ca.-es  of  this 
disease,  upon  the  theory,  that  the  difficulty  de- 
pends on  the  narrowing  of  the  os  uteri.  He 
relii'ves  the  stricture  by  introducing  a  bougie 
of  i-ufficient  eize,  and  perfect  success  has  at- 
tended the  practice  He  is  satisfied  that  many 
if  not  mo.st  cases  of  dy.^raenorrhcea.  are  caused 
tiy  this  mechanical  obstruction,  and  that  the 
mechanical  treatment  will  save  many  females 
from  years  of  suff.-ring,  and  relieve  them  from 
the  evil  of  sterility. —  Trans.  Am  JMed.  Assoc. 

XI  Yeratr?is3i   Yiritie,    or  Ames-i- 

can  Hellebore. — -^V'e  make  the  following 
extracts  from  an  excellent  paper,  on  the  uses 
and  properties  of  this  nm  dial  agent,  by  Dr 
W  C  Norwood,  in  the  June  Number  of  the 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal: 

He  has  employed  it  most  frequently  in  pneu- 
monitis and  its  varieties,  and  thus  classes  its 
properties  :  beginning  from  the  least  promin- 
ent, to  those  bslieved  to  be  the  most  energetic 
and  valuable  ; — acrid,  narcotic,  expectorant, 
diaphoretic  emetic,  and  lastly,  sedative,  emin- 
ently reducing  the  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and 


troys  or  prevents,    nervous  irritability.     That 
it  has  a  sedative  influence   cannot  be  doubted^ 

the  patients  expressing  themselves  relieved,  a|  rendering  it  slow,  full  and  di.-tinct.  Its  occa 
pungent  sensation  being  only  complained  of  |  sional  effects  are  slight  and  pleasant  delirium, 
The  wounds  become  clean  by  its  application.  [  symptoms  resembling  hysteria,  preternatural 
resembling  muscle,  after  having  been  ma  wakefulness,  &.j. — l>t  Acrid;  it  relieves  very 
cerated;  in  fact,  it  s<  e  as  to  keep  the  surroui  d  '  m^iderate  cases  of  torpor,  and  where  not  sufli- 
ing    parts  in  the    same    state,    as  if  no  injury  i  cient  for  extreme  cases,  it  renders  a  much  less 


was  inflicted;  there  being  very  little  infl.i,m- 
matory  action,  no  signs  of  gangrene,  erysipe- 
las, or  hemorrhage. — Dr.  J  0'  Ri-iLLV,  in  the 
New- York  Journal  of  Medicine. 

IX    Treatment  of  Maiiia-a-Pot«. 


quantity  necessary,  of  such  articles  as  ginger 
^e  ,  than  would  be  requi-site,  if  the  veratrura 
was  not  administered  ;  and  by  virtue  of  this 
property,  it  obviates  any  torpor  that  might  bo 
the  result,  or  follow  from  its  own  narcotic 
powers,  and  also  counteracts  some  of  the  trou- 
Twenty  six  cases  in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospi- '  blesome  effects  of  opium,    such  as  general    tor- 


tal,  were  successfully  treated  in  the  following 
manner: — by  a  combination  of  the  moderate 
opiate  with  the  stimulating  plan,  varied  accor- 
In  mild  or  threatening  in- 


ding   to  the  case 


por  of  the  whole  system,  or  of  the  bladder  in 
particular.  Narcotic  ;  it  allays  pain,  inducing 
more  or  less  quiet,  or  even  sleep,  and  not  being 
accompanied  by  the  disagreeable  symptoms  at- 
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t«ndant  upon  the  uae  of  opiuui,  or  its  prepara- 
tions, it  proves  itself  a  very  valaablo  agent. 
Expectorant;  under  its  ordinary  effects,  the 
eurface  is  n-ea.rly  always  suflicieRtly  soft  or 
moist,  and  at  times  drenched  with  perspiration. 
or  if  there  is  no  moisture,  the  heat  is  eo  much 
fredaced,  as  to  render  any  additional  remedy 
for  its  diaphoretic  eS^cts  unnecessary,  ft  is 
actively  and  drastically  emetic,  when  taken  in 
single  full  doses,  and  is  perfectly  t^afo  if  given 
in  small  portions  and  at  short  interval.-^,  for 
the  young,  delicate  or  feohle.  It  does  not  pro- 
mote ttre  secretion  of  bile,  though  it  induces 
free  mucous  or  serous  discharges  ■;  it  produces 
great  nausea,  and  an  unusual  paleneis  or  con-  i  dually  iricreas^'d,  aad  often  repeited   the  mosv 


the  frequpncy  of" the  pulse.  H3  o  ten  omits  thi 
remedy  tor  one  day.  when  the  pulsations  fall 
in  number  under  li"ty  or  sixty  per  minute. 

For  a  child,  three  to  five  years  old,  he  com- 
nienct-y  with  tvvo  or  three  drops,  every  three 
hours,  but  do'js  not  aid  more  thin  one  or  twc 
drops  at  each  dose,  unless  the  sjmptoms  aif. 
or  should  bee  nno  so  urgent.,  a^  t  >  require  tbf,t 
tbf^  sy.-ti.'m  be  brought  more  speedily  under itc 
ir'iliience  A  ts:a^poonfui  will  o'ten  operate  tiS 
da  tic,  and  will  i^earcely  h"iV3  need  to  be  re- 
piated  beyond  the  second  or  tSird  portion  ev- 
C!-y  ha'f  hour,  before  its  full  effects  will  be  ex- 
porienc:=d.     He  ba^  found  the  small   dose  gra- 


traction  of  the  capillaries,  thereby  producin 
•Bore  ©r  less  coolness   of  the  surface,   with  the 
feeling  of  fainting  or  exhaustion.   Its  most  pro- 
minent effect  is,  a  certain  extensive  and  {)er- 
manent    reduction     in  the  frequency  of    the 
pulse ;  it  is  the  only  article  wo  know  that  cer- 
tainly and  invariably  lessens  the  fi-equency  ol 
the  cardiac  and  arterial  pulsations,  aud  itpos- 
«es»es  thss  property  in  a  greater  degree,    than 
any  one,  and  probably  all  the  !>rti';'!es  combin- 
ed, for  which  this  quality  or  effrjct  is  claimed 
In    pneumonitis  typhoid es,  the  velocity  with 
•which  the  blood  is  propelled  through  the  Iung> 
18  certainly  the  most  difficult  circuaistaoce  ac 
tending  this  disease  to   control  permanently  ; 
this  desideratum,   the  Dr.  tells  us,  is  obtained 
by  the  use  of  the  veratrum  viride;  it  not  only 
counteracts  and  excites  a  new  8«rie&  of  actions, 
but  from   its  possessing  in  a  high  degree  the 
power  of  lessening  the  freq'iency  of  the  pulse 
und  consequently  tht»  mosion  of  the  lung--,  and 
rapidity  ot   respiration,    it  g  v  s  ample    time 
and  opportunity  to  the  diseased   orgia,  to  res- 
tore itself.    It  is  ptjwerfully  nauseant,  therebj 
aiding  «xpeetorat.ion,  which  in  an  eminent  de 
gree,  as>iits  the  capillaries  in  rtdieving  them- 
selves of  their  engorged  condition. 

The  difference  in    effect  between  the  vera- 
trum viride    aud    veratrum  album,  is  the  fol- 
lowin":  :  the  v    album  is  emetic  and  cathartic. 
the  V  viride  is  solely  emetic;  v    alhu  n  excite.- 
a  ipeeuiiar  burning  glow  and  fl  is'i  of  the  face; 
■v  viride  produces  uo  such  synipt,oms;    v  vijide 
cau^es  a  sense  or  feeling  of  dissolution,    deliri- 
,um,  aud  piroxy-^ms  of  hysteria:   v  album  does 
*iot.       The  tff.ctx  of  ttie  v  nibuai  do  not  excite 
in  the  minds  wf  th«  by^tauiers    a  belief  in  the 
rapid   and    speedj  dis..soluM(>n   of  the  patienr, 
but  the  aetiora  of  ihe   v    viride  utuiUy  create.- 
that  impression;  the    v  album  does  not  lessen 
materially,  and  permanenUy  the  frequency  o( 
the  pulse;  but  tiie  v  viride  causes  this  change 
in  the  heart's  action  ;  ii,  also  produiv^s  paleness 
Coldness  and  diaphoresis  ;  the  v  album  does  not 
Preparati(-u  :  bruised  root  g^ig,  alcohol  iijj  ; 
generally  begin  wit^h  ten  drops,  increasing  tht 
dose  from  one  to  five  drops  each  time,   and  re- 
peating it  every  two  <jr  three  hours,    till  nau- 
sea, eniesis,  or  a  diminution  in  the  arterial  ac- 
tion takes  place.     Now  lessen  the  quantity,  or 
extend  the  inrerval,  so  that  nausea  and  emesi.- 


fliea.iious.  To  roliuve  it^  un plea-ant  effect , 
order  mustard  plaster  to  the  spine  and  extrem- 
ities, syrup  of  morphine  and  tincture  of  gin- 
ge:-,  and  fcus£>ead  the   remedy. 


XT.  IIypertr©p5iy    of  tlae    Uterus, 

witSa   Procidentia. — Mrs.  O..  fet.  41,  had 
>uffcreJ  from  dysmen  ■■rrhoei  for  several  years, 
it  sometimes  amounting  t)  raeaorrhagia,  -and 
!  even  fl nxiing.     In  1846,  I  found  her  with  glo- 
bus  paljiitalions,  cold  feet,  intermitting  pulse, 
leuchiirrlicci  and  arucnorrhoea;    womb  hard  to 
fhe  touch  and  painful,   about  thr^e  iuches  ii\ 
its  transverse  diamf.ter,  and  roaming  with  its 
mouth  upon  the  pf^rineum,  causing  a  dragging 
weight  in  the  pelvis,    pain  in  the  loins,    and 
numbness  in  ^he  extremities.     Regulated   the 
bowels  w'th  alootic  pills,    ordered  quinine  ev- 
^'vy  morning,    a  tea-f^p' oaful  of  pulverised  cu- 
b-ibs  before  each  meal ;   warm  warcr  to  be  a- 
bun  lantly  tiirown  up  the  vagina  daily,  with  a 
self-M;  crating  springe.     In   two  months,    she 
was  bjtter;  directed  the  stream  to  be  conduct- 
ed up  to  the  womb  with  a  syphon,  for  two  hou;s 
every  third  day.   This  was  done  but  twice,  and 
with  so  much  benefit,   that  the  patient  waa 
soon  enabled  to  ride  out,   in  excelleot  spirics. 
Ph."  syphon  was  irregularly  used  for  a  month 
afterwards    Menstruation  became  regular  and 
natural;  all  symptom?  disappeared  ;  an  i  hpa'th 
was  restored.   -Dr.  F.  H.  Gordon;  West  Jour, 
of  Med.  &  '"Surg,  for  April,  1850. 


X!I[.  Cysaanclie  Maaigiia,    treated 
twi:tl4  a  streassj.  of  -iTarsia   ^vater.— 
A  child,  ajt.  3,  ha.d  cynari'^hc,   suffocating  res- 
piration,   tons'ls  swollen  and  of  a  dark  purple 
color,  pulse  150  and  small  :   at  12  M.,  applied 
fisolutfon   of  XV  grs    nitrate  of  silver  to  §i  of 
wat«r,  ti)the  tonsils  and  fuuces,  and  gave  tart, 
i'nietic  freely  ;  no  nausea  or  improvement;  gava 
X  grs.  blue  mass  and  reddened  the  throat  with 
lin  :  Iff b. ;  no  relief;  g  ive  vi  grs.  calomel  with 
1  gr.  tart,  emetic,  and  2  g?s.  ipecac  ;  no  nau- 
sea; child  wor?p  in  aU  respects,  and  cx.oected 
It  would  die  in  lo  minutes,    when  a  stream  qf 
w-arm  water  was   poured  upon  the  throat  and 
C(jnriaued  for  two  hours.     I'liechili   breathed 
easier;  broken  doses  of  ipecac,  frequently  givs 
en,  and  nausea  and  vomiting  e.isity  produced, 
hdlowed   by  rapid  improvement;  ipecac,   difi^ 
are  not  excited,  taking  care  howevtr,    to  give]  contiued  in  three  hours;   child  slept  tiii  d3-;sr 

jJuctioa  in  { Ji^i^t,-  aai  s^as  out  ojdinjcer.  -  h^.' 


«no'.jgh  to  mMutaIn  the  recjU'red   reO 
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relation  to  those  of  woman.  It  has  been  juttly 
HOME    DEPARTMENT,  j  remarked,  tliat  mm  of  delicate  and  weak  cou- 

.^„_„^_ ^  blitutions,    jnvtcnt   n^any  of  the    inclination! 

pind  chiiracteris  ics  of  wwnan.    The    tru-thful- 

W  O  M  A  N  :  \^^^'^  "^  *^''®  oVervation,  ia  not  to  hs  wondi  r^d 

jjj-j^.  !  at-:inin-,al6  possessing  s  me  similarity?  ofctruc- 

MORAL  AND  PHYSICAL  SYSTE\L        '^"''  ^^-ith  man   appear  in    th.   .a,ne   ratio,  to 

„      TT  T»-    ,  -«>r    ,^   '  approach  him  by  their   habi's  and  incliiati-ofis. 

By  Horace  ]\  el  son,  M.  D.-  !„   ,1    ,].,«„.  i,.,v;r>,r   r.  +,.r- ^„   +v  I 

'  ."■  ^i    ini  se    Having    o.tw^een   them   cor2>)reai 

,si:iiili  udet',    resemble    each  other  to  a  greater 
(Continued  from  page  L50.)  I  ,,•  le.s.r  dtg.ee  by  ihc ir  in^tiocts  -Conseciuea- 

Thesame  remarks  are  applicable  to  her  ^b'- ^^hether  the  extern^  or  moral  attributes, 
menial  faculties.  Those  gifted  to  man,  are  '^^^^'^^"'^^"ig  ^l^e  d)flcrenfc  clas  s  of  animals, 
more  conducive  to  impart  an  elevated  idea  of  '''*'  ^^'"^  '^"'^'  °''  "'^  ^"^'^  ^''^«"*  ^^  ^^^^  in  er- 
hisepeeies^  those  of  woman  on  the  contrary, '"""^ '"'^''""^ '^^ '^^ '^^^^^'^  P'"'''^'pi«  animating 
GontriWte  more  to  the  possession  of  happi-  ^^''''''^  ^"^  ^^'^^^  ther  th.s  p.indple  is  forc.d  to  di.- 
ness,  than  they  flatter  vanity.  If  we  sometin^es  '"""^  '^'  nio  ions  and  actions,  according  to  the 
love  tj  wander  with  the  former,  in  the  desert  "''"'"^  '""''  ^^^^^'^^n^^tion  of  the  r  org-vns-.— ii 
and  almost  inaccessible  regions  where  genius  '' "'^"'^ '^'^'  ^I'^t  th^re  is  a  constant  rela  ion 
dwells,  the  difficulty  encountered  in  maintain-  '  ^^^^^''^^  '^^^  '^^'"''^  thaia.ter  a.dphys'cal  con- 
ing for  a  length  of  lime,  a  stati  little  in  ac-  ^'i'^^''"^  «^'e^e  y  senii.nt  b.iog,  between  the 
cordance  with  our  bodily  weakc.ef.s,  ciu^es  us  ^^'-'^'^'^^  ;.ppeaia::c  ■,  and  tho  habit  of  body. 
to  return  with  renewed  pleasure  to  the  ordina-  '"  ^^'^  above  lemaiks  upon  the  moral  quail- 
ly  sphere,  wherein  nature  places  us-embeilish.  'i'-'-  of  woman,  we  have  (  nly  htid  in  view,  what 
ed  by  woman's  ever  exclusive  accomplishments  "ppcars  to  fl^jw  immediately  from  her  material 
and  which  cast  a  charm,  over  our  every  day  01  ganizati  'n  :  for  v.e  d.  ubt  not,  bat  tbaieduca- 
moraents.  tion,  the  social  morals,  and  numberless  circum- 

The  passions  actuating  all  animated  bein^-s,   stances,    (an  change  in  a  thousand  ways,    and 
correspond  with  the  means  granted  I)y  nature.   ^^'^^  almott  blot  out,   the  primitive   character 
to  satisfy  them.    Let,  us  take  a  rapid  glance  at   ^  es^owed  by  nature  s  hand ;  but,  it  is  n  -.^  erthe- 
the  anim.il  creation,  and  we  will  lind     that  in   ^* "''  *-'"^'  *''^''  won;en  in  geneial  are,  and  mo&i 
each  of  the  very  many  species,  the  moral  attri-   oatusaUy  be  kind  and  timid. 
butes  bear  a  constant  and  fa.thful  relation,   to       Sill,    ih^se  attributes  do  not  exemipt  them 
the  physical  conformation:  anger  and  cruelty    from  fits  of  anger,    to  which  they  are  directly 
are  the  concoiuitants  of  strength,  wicreas  tim-  opposed  ;  this  pa-&ii.n  in  them,  in  many  instan- 
idity  is  always  the  a  tendant  of  weakne  s.    To  '■^^  rages  viulently,    because  it  defends  at  the 
what  purpose  should  woman  be  endowed  with  ^^aiQ  time  on  ther   p'  ysical   sensibility,    and 
audacity,    which  at   eveiy   instant,   would  be   on  that  pride,  vshicL  the  c  mtinued  respect  and  ' 
counteracted  by  her   frailty?   Temerity    ill  be   tubmits-.i  n  of  man,    must  necessarily  g've  (ri- 
comes  one  who  possesses  but  little  of  the  pow-   gia  to.    But  it  is  readi'y  perceive!,  with  what 
er,  required  10  ensure  protection.    1  he  tender  •ditadvantage  they  )  art    from    their    natnral 
passions  are  more   congenial  to  woman, -they  i-phere,   by  the  striking  contrast  presented  by 
bear  a  closer  analogy  10  her  physical  organiza-  ihi  se  im{  e  uous  activ^ns,  to  the  ordinary  weak- 
tion.  Love,  eompassion,  and  benevolence,    arc  nessef  their  sez.    The>  fta^urep,    more  mov- 
the  stnjations  she  experiences,  and  which  she  able   tli  m     man"s,     d'^s^plice   themselves   the 
most  generally  excites ;  and  every    one   must  more  easily,  and  the  change  depicted  on  their 
feel  that  a  mouth  made  for  the  play  of  smiles;    countenance  by  the  distortion,    does  not  evea 
that   sweet   eyes   animated  by   p'easure    and  succeed  in  imparting   to  them  a  mo. e  terrible 
gayety:    that  aims,  more  b  autiful    than  for-  appearance.  The  same  weakness  which  causes 
midable;  and  a  tone   of  voi;'e    carryng  to  the    that  their  angfr  is  not    fosmidable    toothers, 
toul  but  ^kind   and    affect  onate     imprco  ions,   is  al-:o  the  neans  of  its   beii'g  less   dangerous 
were  never  created  to  form  the  boon-compani-  to  ihemselves.    It  has  been  observed,   that  an. 
ons  of  wicked  and  violent  passions.  gtr  is  fcllo'A'ed  by  more  disastrous  conspquen- 

Kindness  is  so  genprally  predominant  in  wo-  \  ^^^  in  nian,  than  in  woman.  la  the  first,  it 
man,- that  this  moral  at  rihute  is  sometimes  1  frequently  determines  the  paroxysms  of  chron- 
met  with  in  persons  of  the  opposite  sex,  whose  |  ic  diseases  and  produces  visceral  engorgements 
feature?  and  external  conforrration.  bear  ;om?.'    the  latter,  are  not  entirely  removed  from  lli« 
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pale  of  thes^e  accidenti?,  though  they  seem  to  trcfs  of  surrendering,  id  ct-rtaui,  never  lube 
be  more  protected  by  the  licxibility  of  their  in  want  of  a  conqueror  ;  man  on  the  contrary, 
organs.  I  "i^certain  of  the  conquest,    while    flying  from 

There  is  no  ?tate  rf  the  ui^nd  which  harmo-  :<^"«  '  ^J^'^'^  ^^  another,  without  fixing  h,m«elf, 
cizps  so  fully  with  this  fl.  xible  orga-  izwtion.  ;  '^'"'^^^  ^"^  ^'^^  ^'^^  ^f  allowing  the  prize  to  es- 
»8  caprice-that  sudden  tr^m^itof  one  ieeiing  <^fP«-  J^e  -same  interest,  which  has  ordained 
to  another  diametrically  opposed.  The  s.n.i- ,  ^^'^^  thtie  suould  be  a  constant  association  be- 
bility,  ^^hich  is  a  natural  consequence  of  this  :  *«•««"  ^^>'^  f  ^^s,  has  also  exacted  from  wo- 
organi.ation,    in  suljecting  woman  to  the  im-l -^^  «;«'•«    stability  of  affect.ons,    than   thoae 

„     -  ,         o    1  •     i.  ,x  I  given  her    nature.     Whatever  it  mav  he   it  is 

presfionsof  a  larger  numb  r  of  objects,    must,fe    ,,..,,.       ,      .    ,,    !  "  ,y  ,1      !^ 

*  .,  ^        •    t\    ■ ;„^a  Q  T-n„?titt'    '^'^  *''''*'^  tottering  basis  that  the  social  edifice  is 

necessarily  produce  m  their  minds,  a  mulbitu- ,  =>  ^^  " 

„  ,     .  .  ,  .  ,  J.  „„(.  I  erected,  and  we  cannot  but  award  them    well 

•de  of  decisions,    whish   are  at  every    moment  '  .         ,      ,,        .  ,  ,"  "       . 

,    ,             ,      ,,       ,,         ,.,,        „„     •     mtnted    praise,    ror  the  virtue   and  tact  with 
overturned  the  one  by  the  other.  When  capn-  ,/_.,'„,.,   „    ,  ,, ,.,  ,_    ^..™ 


"*^' '"'"""  ^"""r/-'.     .;  '    ■     which  they  support  and  keep  it  from    falling 

ce  doe«  not  offend  J. y  Its  excess,    it  may  possi-, .         .         J      tf  c  ^^  lu  iiuui   lauiug 

[To  be  continued. ] 
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ibly  add  another  stimulus  to  the  other  accom- 
pli^hments,  that  characterize  the  essential  me- 
rit of  their  ses.  At  least,  it  occasions  a  certain 
variety  of  thoughts  v.'hich  are  always  pleasing 
LaBruyere  says,  that  caprice  in  woman,  is  too 
iiear  a  neighbour  to  beauty,  to  be  its  antagnn- 
ist.  It  is  ctrtain,  that  caprice  is  probably  an 
iirm,  serving  sometimes  to  defeat  the  presump- 
tuous hopes,    and  the  too   triumpbant  look  ofi        By  Jiio.  II.  M.  Claesuey,  Bff,  O. 

oian,  and  that  in  tli«  law  of  offence  and  defen-  ■ 

ce,  established  by  nature,   between  the  sexes,  j      To  the  Editors  of  the 
it  was  the  safest  and  raoet   certain   means   of,  Nokthekn  Lancet: 

setting  off  the  weakest,  and  of  preserving  in  ^  Gentlemen  :— The  history  of  the  following 
the  strongest  an  illusion,  that  a  too  decided  ''.^^^'  Presents  two  prominent  facts;  the  con- 
etate  of  the  mind  on  the  part  of  woman,  would  sid-yratioa  of  which,  may  not  be  without  int«. 
have  entirely  destroyed  It  was  necessary  to  ^^st  to  the  medical  readers  of  the  Lancet. 
curb  the  desires,  in  order  to  make  tliem  more  1st :  That  foreign  bodies  of  considerable 
violent;  they  would  have  been  extinguished,  "'"^^nitude,  and  otherwise  from  their  form  lia- 
had  they  bee.n  opposed  by  a  degree  ofrenistan-  ^^^  to  produce  severe  injury,  may  for  weeks, 
ce  whose  end  one  could  not  foresee.  Ry  caprice  ^^^  ^'■^^^  months,  ba  lodge!  in  some  p.or- 
which  is  but  a  momentous  dtterminatioP,-the  ^']^^  of  the  Esophageal  tub^,  without  interfe- 
olject  is  only  removed,  that  it  may  be  the  bet-,i'"'g  ^^'7  materially  with  its  functions,  the  in- 
ter  obtained.  'gesta  pissing  down  with  very    little    inconve- 

On  continuing  thus  the  analysis  of  the  affec-'''^'''^*''    ^"""S   ^^'^   preienue   of  the   extrane- 

..  T      i      -ii  1 J  V,      ^^is  fcubstance. 

tiona  peculiar  to  eitli-er  sex  we  would  proba- 
bly ascertain,  that  tiie  one  which  appears  ere- 1  ^od:^  In  order  to  ascertain  the  presence 
ated  to  enjoy  all  affections  and  inclinations,-  of  ^«ieign  bodies  in  the  tube,  we  should  place 
must  conform  itself,  with  less  facility  than  ^"*  ^''^^T  l'"le  reliance  upon  the  evidence 
the  other  sex.  to  institutions  directed  to  an  ex-  (derivable  from  the  introduction  of  smooth  flex- 
elusive  object,  requiring  one  to  concentrate  ^'^^'^  ^"^"^  ^'^'''''ti^  ^^^^^"""ents.  They  glide  quick- 
all  his  perceptive  faculties,  and  which  has  the  ^^  ^^'^  smoothly  by  the  object  of  search,  dowa 
tendency  to  captivate  a  constantly  fugitive  **^  ^'^'^  stomach,  and  impart  to  tlia  flurgeoa 
will,  and  to  fix  what  so  many  causes  incessan-  °^  certain  indication  of  the  ease, 
tly  tend  to  render  inconstant.  Nature  which  |  In  the  fall  of  1840,  a  little  girl  four  years 
could  not  foresee,  nor  civil  arrangements  deter-  of  age,  living  in  the  Village  of  C  ....,  while  at 
mine,  was  pleased  in  haviiig  formed  woman  P^^^y)  accidentally  swallowed  a  twenty-five  ct , 
lovely  and  changeable  ;-these  requisites  fulfil-  U.S  coin,  and  a  Spanish  shilling.  The  child 
led  her  intentions.  It  was  deemed  advisable  immediately  suffered  great  distress,  and  as  ia 
that  woman's  h.ve  should  be  exalted,  but  n  t  i^sual  under  such  cii-cumstances,  was  very 
constant  to  one  object;  man  on  the  offensive,  "iuc'l>  excited.  The  parents  instantly  cailed  in 
demands  a  certain  degree  of  perseverance,  go  their  family  physician.  He  explored  the  tract 
as  not  to  lose  the  fruit  of  his  pir.<uit,  by  cans-^^  the  oesophagus,  by  introducing  a  large  siz- 
•*rig  it  to  oease  too  early.  Wuman  always  mis-/  s<i stomach  tube,  which  was  passed  down  with* 
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cut  any  diiBculty.  The  exarranation  was  other,  in  that  organ.  Considerable  force  was  exerted 
vise  coEtinued,    until   hoth    the  operator  and  ,  to  withdraw  the  tube  and  swollen  sponge 
the  parents  became  satisfied,  that  the  obstruc-  j     A  delay  of  a  few   minuter,   and   my   effort* 
t.on  was  removed.    A  potion  of  castor   oil  was  |  with  the  probang  were  renewed,  and  with  en- 
erdered,  and  the  parents  were  requested  to  ex- ;  tire  success.  The  sponge  on  its  withdrawal  bad 


AHiinc  the  evacuations,  until  the  money  appear- 
ed. The  h*pection  of  the  defecations  was 
faithfully  kppt  up  for  several  weeks,  until  all 
hope  of  finding  the  money  was  abandoned. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  little  girl  pursued  her 
accustomed  recreations,  and  maintained  her 
usual  health.  At  times  the  food  was  taken 
with  some   difficulty,    but  generally  she  exp.e- 
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doubtless  somewhat  liberated  the  coins,  for 
they  were  now  locked  upon  the  first  trial  with- 
the  probang,  and  brought  out. 

The  shilling  rested  upon  the  stirface  of  the' 
twenty-five  cent  piece.  Their  location,  as  near 
as  I  could  judge,  was  about  two  inches  above 
the  cardiac  orifice  of  the   stomach.    The  little 

,,    .  ,,      .         .,  ,.,   [beroic  patient,  received  no  injury  from  the  pro- 

rienced  no  trouble  m  swallowing  either  eolidstn/.fpri  „r,orot;,^^  ^^a  ^„  *  i  •       ^u    vi     il 

°  ,irav.cea  operation,  ana  on  taking  the  blacken- 

or  liquida.  ed  coj^g  jj,  jj^j.  j^and,   skipped  about  the  room 

In  June  1841,  eight  months  after  the  occur,  '"'ell  nigh  frantic  with  joy. 
rence  of  the  accident,    being  in  the  Village  of       Potsdam,  N.'i  .,  May  1850. 

C ,    I  saw  the  subject  of  these  remarks,    in 

company  with  the  medical  gentleman,  who 
had  had  thus  far  the  surcrvision  of  the  case. 
The  child  appeared  to  'he  in  gnnd  health,  and 
In  our  proFence  partook  freely  of  food  and  of 
drinks,  which  ?he  swallowed  without  the  least 
apparent  difBculty.  The  long  tube  used  in  the 
first  instance,  was  produced  by  Dr  C  ,  and  at 
my  suggestion  was  passed  very  gentrly  into  the 
stomach.  An  instrument  of  the^ame  kind  but 

Btill  larger  than  the   first,   was  introduced  by       To  the  Editors  of  the 
myPcTr,  wii^^hout  encountering  any  impediment,  NjuTHtKN  Lancet 

Neverthele's?,  I  was  forced  to  differ  from  the  Gentlemen  : — I  undertake  the  notice  of  tbis= 
attendinc  physician,  although  this  exnmina-  medicinal  agent  with  much  reluctance,  having 
tion  was  ngre^d  upon  as  being  conclusive. !  formerly  entertained  a  strong  prejudice  or  an- 
The  Dr.  reminded  both,  the  parents  and  my-  tipathy  to  the  prcseriptii  n.  and  even  the  name 
self,  that  he  had  yielded  to  this  second  trial  of  of  the  remedy,  on  aceDunt  of  its  gpneral  and' 
exploring  the  ce  ophagu'.  purely  from  courte-  promiscuous  use  by  a  sect  of  iEsculapian  bas- 
py,  "having  been  long  satisfied,  that  the  tract  tards.  But,  upon  the  recommendation  of  a 
of  the  ce=o.phao:u9  was  free  from  ow;/  foreign  medical  friend  who^gave  me  some  instructions 
body,  and  that  any  further  examination  was  as  to  the  manner  of  administering  it,  I  corn- 
uncalled  for."  Not  being  eo  fully  convinced,  as  menced  its  use  about  fourteen  years  ago,  and 
my  respected  professior'al  brother,  an  arranire-  can  now  say  from  experience  that  we  possess 
ment  was  made  with  the  parpnts  of  the  ehi}d,  but  few  more  efficac-ious  remedies  in  all  the 
to  meet  them   in   "West    Pott^dam  ;   promising  Materia  Medica. 

that  I  would  be  prepared  with  such  instru-j  I  begin  with  a  brief  history  of  the  use  of  this 
ments,  as  I  deemed  requisite  to  further  prose-  plant  among  physicians. — The  first  mention  I 
cute  the  investigation.  [find  of  it  by  medical  authors,  is  in  Thatcher's 

On  the  first  introduction  of  a  whale-bone  Dispensatory  of  1810,  where  it  is  spoken  of  in- 
probang,  to  the  extremity  of  which  I  had  at-  connection  with  some  thirty  of  our  indigenous 
tached  a  metallic  fixture  having  two  lips,  the  plants  possessing  medicinal  properties.  What 
presence  of  the  coins  was  .'mmediately  detect-  the  author  relates  of  its  virtues,  however,  is 
ed,  but  they  were  so  imfc.  dded  in  the  spongy  borrwved  from  the  writings  of  a  Doctor  of  Di- 
texture  cf  the  mucou=i  me  Jibrane,  that  I  was  vioity  who  states  that  it  is  uncertain  in  its 
unable  to  lock  them  with  the  instrument.  A  operation,  medicating  violently  in  one  case  and 
piece  of  very  fine  compressed  sponge  was  then  not  at  all  in  another.  Dr.  Thatcher,  therefore, 
tied  to  a  common  stomach  tube,  about  two  in-  has  not  investigated  the  subject,  and  writes 
ches  from  its  extremity  ;  with  some  difficulty  about  tliat  of  which  he  is  ignorant,  predicate 
I  introduced  it  into  the  stomach  where  it  was  ing  hia  assertions  upon  mere  hear-say,  whiob 
allowed  to  become   saturated  with   the   fluid  i^  but  seldom  good  authority  .:  and  I  wish  every 
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1-feader  to  bear  in  miud  tLat  it  is  much  ea^ei 
to  copy  than  to  see  for  one's  eelf:  This  same 
account,  taken  by  Ihatchtr  (torn  Dr.  Cutterj 


cayenne,  a  little  ginger  t  >  dii^guise  the  tabte, 
and  some  sugar;  add  the  tincture,  mix  the  con- 
tents, and  give  a  tea-spoonful  once  in  ten  mi- 


ls found  likewise  in  Eberle's  Therapeutics  of   nutes^to  the  number  of  four ;  afterwards,  give 
1825,  and  in  Hooper's  Medical  Dictionary  of  ''  ''"   .w..i,i„  .         r..i„*„*. 

1832  where  it  is  said  that  it  will  not  come  in- 
to general  use,  on  account  of  its  uncertainty 
br  violence.  The  U.  S.  Dispensatory  of  1843 
bpeaks  more  favorably  of  it,  but  refers  to  the 
D  D  ,  and  says  in  conclusion  :  "As  aa  emetic 
it  is  too  powerful,  and  too  distressing,  as  well 
as  hazardous  in  its  op-ration.,  for  ordinary  use." 

Such,  during  a  term  of  nearly  f<rty  years, 
bas  been  the  progress  obtained  in  the  know- 
ledt'e  of  the  qualities  of  Lobelia  by  the  facul- 
ty, 'or  rather,  by  our  professors;  and  we  must 
Bay  that  it  is  lamentable  to  see  so  much  copied 
from  a  person  of  little  or  no  medical  acquire- 
ments. 

In  my  intercourse  with  profe.^sioan,'  brethr-n 
I  find  some  who  dvily  prescribe  this  remedy 
and  others  who  declare  they  tried  it,  oric«  and 
will  never  resort  to  its  u-i-i  ag'Vin.    But    fr  .m 
my  knowledge  of  its  pvopfrties  and  efFeofcs.  I 
proaounci  it  a  direct  sed  itiv-.   It  will  indet'd 
distress  the  s^omich,   when  it  is  administered 
uncotnbinad  with  sorn^  sriarabmt,  as  pepper. 
ginger,  cayean*5,  &J.  Used  in  this  way   it  is  as 
cartiiit  in  its  op-^r.ition    and  as  mild  as  any 
emetic;  if  it  distresses  th>i  8t>mi'ih.  aid  m.)r^ 
stimulus,  WJ.rm  slini,  &J.     It  will  throw   the 
blood  to  the  extremities    and  eqaal^ze  the  cir- 
culation more  eEfectually  than  any  o^hcr  eme- 
tic, or  raedecine  of  my  acquaintance.  It  is  an 
expectorant :  this  is  admitted  by  all ;  and  it  is 

equally  conceded  to  be  a  diaphoretic  and  »  <1»-    n  ii  a  p  i/  r  n  u      A  Hi  Fl     F  R  II  P  A  T  I  fi  Nl 
uretic.  It  is  likewise  a  powerful  anti-spasmo-    yU/\bM:ttr     AfNU     tUUbAMUN. 
die,  even  in  subsultwi  teadcnum,  as  well  as  a 
nervine  and  an  alterative. 

What  I  have  just  written  may  expose  me  to 
the  charge  of  fanaticism :  but  I  do  not  consi- 
der myself  open  to  it,  for  experience  in  the  use 
of  the  remedy  has  compelled  me  to  abandon 
my  prejudices,  and  convinced  me  that  it  ought 
to  be  more  often  resorted  to.  I  do  not,  howev- 
er, expect  to  win  any  fame  by  the  publication 
of  these  remarks,  as  I  intend  that  only  one 
reader  shall  know  their  author. 

I  shall  now  give  my  method  of  administering 
Lobelia — I  uniformly  use  a  saturated  spiritu- 
ous tincture,  with  a  drachm  of  Sanguinaria 


more  frequently,  a  table-spoonful  at  a  time,  ev- 
ery ten  minutes,  or  till  the  sickness  subsides; 
after  each  dose,  tepid  herb  tea  or  warm  water 
should  be  taken.  Administered  as  just  directed, 
this  is  as  mild  and  easy  an  emetic  as  can  be  pre- 
scribed. I  tvhould  not  use  it,  however,  to  cleanse 
the  biliary  organs,  where  there  is  an  obstruc- 
tion, as  it  w'.U  not  reach  the  ducts.  But,  in  all 
diseases,  it  is  a  point  gained  to  equalize  the 
circulation,  for  can  man  be  indisposed  if  there 
is  an  equilibrium  in  the  sanguiniferous  system  ? 
If  this  be  the  case, —  which  I  affirm  it  is,—  aside 
from  accidents,  those  medicines  should  be  fur- 
nished which  have  the  greatest  power  for  in- 
ducing this  action  throughout  the  animal  eco- 
nomy. 

I  have  not  named  all  the  good  qualities  of 
Lobelia  for  reasons  already  mi  le  known  ;  but 
were  I  certain  my  [irofessional  brethren  would 
be  profited  by  it,  1  should  treat  the  sulyect  at 
greater  length,  on  some  future  day.  This  arti- 
K-l\i  is  intended  merely  as  a  prelude  to  a  com- 
maaicritiou  that  I  shall  shortly  produce,  on  a 
female  disease  which  I  denominate  "  Uterine 
Oebdity," —  being  a  complaint  or  series  of  com- 
pUiutd,  which  I  have  made  my  study  for  ma- 
oy  year.'. 

Vermont,  May,   1850. 


(For  the  Northern  L.vncet.) 
IV. 


By  "  Juvenis. " 

To  THE  Editors  of  the 

Northern  Lancet : 

Gentlemen  : — That  every  town  and  village 
thro'  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  land,  is  in- 
lested  with  a  horde  of  impudent,  unblushing 
quacks,  is  a  fatt  too  much  within  the  experi- 
ence of  every  well  qualified  practitioner  of 
medicine. 

The  communication  of  "An  Old  Doctor,"  in 
the  21.  No.  of  jour  Journal,  portrays  but  too 
truly  the  actual  character  of  a  very  considera- 
Canadensis  to  a  pint  of  the  decoction  ;  gss,  or  i  ble  proportion  of  those  engaged  under  the  ap- 
a  table-spoonful,  is  a  dose.  If  it  does  not  ope- 1  pellation  of  "Doctors,"  in  the  northern  coun- 
rate,  give  Ipecac.  Sometimes  I  use  mint  tea,  I  ties  of  Vermont.  Under  the  titles  of  "  Thom- 
(infused,  not  boiled,  as  no  herb  containing  an  j  sonian,"  "  Botanic,"  "  Mesmeric,"  "  Ilydropa- 
ereential  oil  should  be  boiled  ;)  then,  in  a  tea- !  thic,"  "  Homospathic,"  and  '■'Re-oof"  doctors, 
fnp  filled  with  the  infn.ion,  I  put  a  pinch  of'  or  physicians,  we  find  them  waging  n.  r«galar 
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aud  coDetant  crusade  against  the  It arniDu;  and  1      1  fihould  Miggest  that,  to  secure  the  second 
experience  of  those  who  have  i^aciificed  their  i  object  in  view,  every  practitioner,  whenever  a 
money,  and  the  better  pHrt  of  their  lives,  in    homicide  ccnjmilted  by  a  difhonei-t  pretender 
the  attainment  of  that  real  medical  science,  ;  conies  to  his  knowledge,   do  at  once  truly  and 
which  alone  j.repares  and  fits  them  for  the  sr-  ;  unreservedly  present  the  matter  in  all  its  bear- 
duous  and  responsible  duties  of  their  calling     ings;  and  that  he  exfend  this  rule  of  practice 
In  many^places,    the  lines  of  demarcation  ,  rigorously  to  all  minor^'cffences  perpetrated  by 
between  the  above  evanescent  systems  of  ptac-    charlatans.  I  know  it  has  been  urged  that  the 
tice,  are  not  well  defintd  in  the  public  mind  ;  \  mdment  we  take  up  the  weapons,  we  give  these 
petit  pellets,  the  douche,  and  lobtlia,  share  e-  \  individuals  a  consequence  in  the  public  eye,  to 
qually,  though  undeservedly,    the  reward  of  'wbich  they  are  not  entitled.    Tie    experiment 
honest  intelligence;   while,  in  other  localities,  i  has  not  been  sufficiently  tried  to  be  pronounced 
they  are  obliged  to  deal  openly,  and  lii-e  or   ^  failure.  It  is  time,  therefore,  that  a  proposi- 
fall  in  public  estimation,  according  to  the  de-  '  t-on  so  fraught,  in  the  prospective,  with  bene- 
gree  of  intelligence  or  information  in  the  com-  |  fit  to  our  profession,  should  receive  serious  con- 
piunify.    But  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  does   sidt ration  and  a  fair  trial;  for  what  can  there 
this  piratical  craft  carry  on  their  traffic  in  hu-  j  be  of  greater  cont-equence  than  the  crjiag  evils 
man  '  fie»h  and  blood,"  in  about  every  town  in  '  which  are  daily  resulting  to  community  and 
this  section  of  the  state,  and  it  but  too  often  ,  the  profession,  from  our  tame  submi.«sion  to 
occurs  that  the  competent  practitioner  is  thus  j  ^^^  shameless  prostitution  of  an  art  which  we 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  conferring  bles- .  "^^^^  t)een  taught  to  reverence  as  the  embodi- 


eings  upon  suffering  humanity. 


ment  of  our  dearest  hopes  and  loftiest  antici- 


Now,  in  ju.^^tice  to  the  regular  profession,  T  I  P^^^"°''  ^""^  ""^'""^  '^  ^''^  ^^^y  last  to  be  basely 
maintain  that  this  state  of  thiDjjs  imperatively    P^^^'/^^'^ed  to  the  vilest  purposes  of  human  de- 


3gs  imperatively 
demands,  Ist :  that  a  strict  line  of  demarca- 
tion be  drawn  between  the  true  and  false,  the 
real  science  of  medicine,  and  the  chiirhitanisni 
which  affects  the  importance  of  learning  and 
merit;  and,  2  ily  :  that  every  species  of  em- 
piricism, which  arises  out  of  the  multi{)licity 
of  forms  daily  assumed  by  quackery,  be  expos- 
ed as  thoroughly  as  possible,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  at  once  comprehended  by  the 
community  at  large.  Where  knowledge  en- 
ters, igT-iorance  ekes  out :  destroy  the  pabulum, 
and  quackery  dies. 

To  accomplish  the  first  object  in  question, 
let  each  member  of  our  profession  strive,  by 
every  laudable  means  in  his  power,  to  educate 
and  enlighten  the  public  mind  upon  those  sub- 
jects that  are  connected  with  the  structure  and 
functions  of  the  human  system;  for,  certainly, 
in  the  furtherance  of  a  work  of  such  vast  im- 
portance, an  effort  like  this  ought  to  be  wor- 
thy our  noble  profession.  But,  how  can  this 
end  be  secured?  you  may  ask.  Let  every  du- 
ly licensed  physician  devote  a  portion  of  his 
time  in  visiting  the  common  schools  and  other 


piavity  .' 

Stowe,  Yt.  May,  1850. 


(For  the  Northern  Lancet.) 
V. 

DEATH: 

ITS  REALITY  AND  SIMULATION, 

A    MEDICO-LEGAL     DISSERTATION  . 


By  Horace  Nelson ,  M.  D. 


Death, —  whether  considered  in  its  progress- 
ive inroads  upon  the  animal  economy,  stealth- 
ily approaching  the  bed  of  suffering,  and  ex- 
tinguishing the  flickering  spark  of  life  in  its 
clamminess;  or,  heeding  the  summons  of  the 
man  one-and-alone,  the  suicide;  or.  strikinc 
down  in  our  midst,  the  friend  in  the  full  en- 
joyment of  his  mental  faculties  and  physical 
powers ;  or,  leaving,  under  whatever  charac- 
teristics it  may,  traces  of  the  withering  effects 


of  its  unavoidable  and  universal  sway  ; — im- 
educational  establishments  in  his  vicinity,  and  |  presses  itself  most  strongly  upon  the  minds  of 
deliver,  in  a  popular  style,  as  many  lectures  as  I  all,  by  its  past  and  present  doings.  The  sub- 
practicable,  with  such  illustrations  as  may  be  |  jection,  to  the  influence  of  this  agent,  of  every 
necessary  tn  excite  in  the  minds  of  our  youth,  :  animated  being,  from  proud  man  down  to  the 
a  deep  and  abiding  interest , in  this  most  impor- I  microscopic  infusoria,  and  the  dire  certainty 
tant  branch  of  human  knowledge.  He  shouW  of  its  overtaking  all  endowed  with  life,  form, 
also  txert  himself  to  have  this  subject  introduc-  therefore,  a  theme  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
ed  as  a  permanent  department  in  our  common  the  physiologist,  the  philanthropist,  and  man 
Bchools.  in  general. 
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A  vat-t  ainount  of  rt'i-earch  lias  betu  Ijestuw- 
ed  upi  n  this  important  subject,  and  mucL 
iiiformalion  obtained,  as  well  respecting  its 
jliyfeiolcgical'tiTectP,  as  its  unmistakeable  pa- 
thological phtnomtna.  A  great  deal  has  been 
done  by  the  diligent  and  observing  student  ol 
Mature  in  her  varied  operations.  Some  inv«!t- 
tigatois  have  carefully  and  minutely  traced 
the  gradual  progress  of  Death,  from  part  to 
part,  tistue  to  tissue,  and  organ  to  organ,  till 
the  destroyer  as-^ailtd  and  reduced  the  citadei 
of  animal  existence.  O.htr.s  have  devoted  long 
years  of  research  upon  its  (fftcts  as  special  an'l 
general  terminations  of  the  many  'ills  fle^h  i~ 
heir  to,"  end  enriched  the  broad  domain  o* 
Morbid  Anatomy,  with  graphic  de.-X'riptione 
and  painted  delineations  of  the  numerous  furm^ 
and  changes  which  Death  leaves  in  its  passage 
through  animal  creation.  Lastly,  a  third  clast- 
of  er.quirers  have,  by  experiments  repeated  in 
a  variety  of  ways  and  upon  different  animaL-, 
endeavored  to  fatliom  in  the  brute  creation 
those  mysteries  which  they  were  debarred  from 
investigating  in  the  human. 

In  its  physiological  acceptation,  Death  has, 
no  doubt,  comnianded  and  secured  as  much  at- 
tention as  its  great  adverse  principle  Life;  but 
are  we  to  remain  idle,  and  base  our  conclusion!- 
upon  the  labors  of  the  illustrious  philosophers 
in  Medicine,  and  its  collateral  branches  1  h 
not  our  science  progressive  as  well  as  others. 
and  does  not  daily  observation  plainly  indicate 
our  ignorance  of,  or  incompetency  to  under 
stand,  many  of  the  animal  functions  ?  — Thus- 
it  is  with  the  stuly  of  several^of  the  phases  of 
life.  Its  sudden  and  unseen  birth  into  foetal 
being ;  its  multitudinous  actions,  during  its  ex 
istence ;  and  its  submission  before  the  exter 
ininator  of  all  organized  being.s, — are  as  yet  en- 
veloped in'thick  cloulsof  doubt  and  obscurity, 
afid  faintly  do  we  hope  that  the  all  enquiring 
and  grasping  mind  of  man  will  ever  penetrate 
the  labyrinth.  Constant  study  and  reflection 
are  therefore'required,  especially  in  physiolo- 
gy, to  raise  the  science.to  a  state  of  perfection 
paramount  to  its  importance,  and  if  this  end 
cannot  be  secured,  to  furnish  such  data  as  are 
attainable,  in  order  that  we  may  reach  as  near 
the  certainty  as  the  human  mind  can  arrive  at. 

The  subject  of  Death,  within  the  last  few 
years,  has  justly  eng.iged  the  attention  of  the 
niedical  jurist,— ipore  particularly  in  Europe, 


!or  this,  Iik<.t  every  mat,  tr  cunnected  with  fo- 
rensic medicine,  has  been  too  much  neglected 
in  this  country.  The  reason  why  such  interest 
isjieing  manifested  in  t'lis  pircicular  branch 
of  medical  jurisprudence,  is,  th  it  when  one  is 
out  down  in  a  moment,  tlie  awful  suddenness 
of  the  event,  for  a  time,  as  it  were,  paralyze* 
the  minds  of  th  ise  present,  an  1  then  c.^a^es  en- 
i(  liries  to  1)6  maile  ;  al!  the  infoi-.nition  which 
can  [)ossib!y  be  C()ricpn*^i-ateil  on  the  subj^^ct,  is 
.•summoned  to  throw  liglit  upon  the  cau'ses.  tho 
.".jafure,  and  the  cerlaintn  of  che  catastr  )phe  ; 
to  tlni  contrary  of  t'rs  stace  of  (>  il>',ic  ai^itatiion, 
whiro  dissolution  ha-i  b  en  long  looked  for,  if 
not  es[)ecte  1  as  a  boon  from  Meavt-n  to  relieve 
a  tortured  aul  unhappy  suSfjper,  it  creates  lit- 
tle if  any  sensation  ;  — in  one  case,  the  interest 
we  may  say  the  curiosity,  is  that  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  while  in  the  other  instance, 
the  occurrence  is  ftk  solely  by  the  friends  of 
the  deceased. 

A  fresh  impulse  and  a  renewed  vigor  have 
been  lattdy  imparted  to  enquiry  into  the  cause, 
or  rather  the  signs,  of  Death,  tlirough  the  phi- 
lanthropic liberality  of  Prof.  Manni,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Rome,  who  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris,  the  sum  of 
1,500  francs  to  be  awarded  to  the  author  of  the 
best  essay,  or  work  upon  the  signs  of  Death. 
The  prize  was  contested  for  by  the  brightest 
ornaments  of  the  medical  world  :  and  although 
bat  one  of  the  distinguished  competitors  bore 
the  p  ilm,  still  the  strife  had  the  h  ifpy  effect  of 
greatly  enhancing  our  knowledge  of  a  subject 
-o  interesting,  and  till  then,  so  imperfectly  ex- 
plained. Therefore,  through  the  humanity  of 
the  Italan  Professor,  and  the  researches  of  the 
vaii.jus  asjdrants  to  the  award,  we  have  arriv- 
ed at  such  facts,  if  can  fu'ly  classed  and  studi- 
ed, as  leave  but  very  liuls  doubt  that  we  pos- 
sess some  certain  data  up  )n  which  we  can  re- 
ly, in  afcertaining  whether  Death  has  indeed 
occurred,  or  if  it  be  raertly  simulated  by  so;ne 
morbid  organic  ac'ion. 

Cases  will  bo  detailed  in  this  pip  r,  as  re- 
ported by  credible  authorides,  of  persons  who 
have  l>jeu  buried  while  life  still  remained;  of 
others  who  have  waked  fioin  their  lethargy,  as 
they  were  borne  to  the  grave  :  and  of  some 
who,  afcer  a  suspension  of  a'l  vital  action,  have 
once  more  appearcl  upon  the  bii.sj  stage  of  ex- 
istence.   If  persons  have  been  this  caeletsly 
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liurrioJ  tj  the  tomb,  otiier.-,  en  the  C(.iitraiy,  I  should  be  likewise  remembered  that  the  ques* 
who  had  jaid  tLc  debt  of  NaUtre,  have  beei  |  tion  of  real  or  appareat  Dt-ith,  maybe  ofprac- 
detained  too  long  by  fond  friends  unAvill-ng  to|tical  imporiance,  lon^  before  the  period  of  in- 
part  with  a  loved  one,  and  anxiously  trustiDgliumatioa  has  arrived,  and  when  the  decision 
that  life  had  noi  flo;l,  till  t!ie  undfni:»ble  raarkt,  |  of  the  question  must  detartn'ne  the  adoption  or 
of  Death,  too  strongly  impriatt  d  upon  d'stor-  neglect  of  m-asurcs  for  restoring  an'mation. 
ted  and  li\id  features,  Mijih'ed  the  hist  h  p?.  |  ^^  t^e  medical  man  judge  hastily,  and  without 
and  warned  the  bereaved  survivors  that  tbeii  |<^"C  examination,  that  Death  ha-i  really  super' 
Eafrfty  imperatively  demanded,  for  the  lament- :  vensd,  he  may  omit,  or  prematurely  desist  from 
ed  deal —  i  'be  employ m-nt  of  those  mean',  by  the  persc- 

" the  bitpst  favors  at  the  hands     vcring  use  of  which  life  ni'g'it  hav^e  been  ro- 

That,  living,  honored  them  "'  I  stored.  * 

If  such  casf  s  hive  happened, — if  but  one  i- '      The  03currenc3  of  premature  interment  hag 


well  authenticate], — may  not  the  same  fatal 
and  painful  o  currence  be  repeated  1  And  is  it 
not,  therefore,  incumbent  ujon  every  medical 
man,  who,  in  the  daily  walks  of  his  profefsion- 
al  career,  becomes  the  constant  observer  of  the 
mysterious,  and  sudden  changes  from  life  tc 


been  notice!  more  particularly  in  tho-e  coun- 
tries whera,  fro;n  the  high  degree  of  the  tem- 
perature, it  is  expedient  to  pcrTorra  the  rites  of 
sepulture,  long  before  the  mmife^t  ition  of  any 
of  the  most  palpable  signs  of  Death,  save  ia- 
ertness-    or  in  other  coun-rlFSiCFranoc,  more 


death, — frein  t'^e  realities  of  the  present,    t(    especially.)  where  it  is  cus^onary  to  a'low  the 


the  uncertainties  of  an  unrevealei  future, — 
to  acquaint  himself  intimately  with  those  facts* 
from  which  he  may,  without  he-itation,  pro- 
nounce upem  the  presence  of  the  one,  and  ihe 
ab.-ence  of  the  other,  ere  the  development  o 


lapse  of  but  a  shori  time  bc'.wsjn  the  su>pen- 
s'on  of  life  and  burial :  consequently,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at  that  very  many  of  these  in- 
stances are  rec  )rded  in  France.  But  few  cases 
have  happ'^nel  in  Eng'aiii,  fi-om  the  contrary 


that  uncrinsi  test  of  the  ccFsation    of  e^erj  !  custom  of  delaying  sepulture,  uatll  evilencea 


function  of  life,  putrefact'on  ? 


lof  decoinposition  are  pei'ceptible.    Quaint  le- 


The  importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  res-lg^nds  tell  us  that,  in  parts  of  Germany,  it  waa 
ponsibility  which  rests  upon  the  phy-ic^an  in  |  usuab— as  it  may  still  be,  for  aught  we  kno.v 
prognosticating  whsther  Death  is  near  at  hand, !  to  the  contrary,— to  p'ace  the  corpse  in  a  room 
or  if  it  has  already  laid  "its  icy  finger"  upon  |aflj^''n"'ng  t^c  vestry  of  the  church,  and  tie  to 
the  devored  vicim,  should  always  bring  to  hsjt^e  little  finger  of  the  decease!,  a  string  lead- 
in'nd  that  he  can  never  exercise  too  much  cir  i'i°g  to  a  bell  so  fixed  as  to  answer  the  least  pull ; 
^.umspection  in  giving  an  opinion  where  bfe  i-  land  one  case  is  related  when  the  drowsy  pedcll 
threatened  w'th  extinction.  In  one  case,  Dea  h  '"'asthus  summoned  to  witness  a  p^eudo-resur- 
*illbe  propheiod  w^i.  n  there  is  no  fatd  ac'ion  'rection.  We  po?ses3  several  well  authenticated 
going  on  in  the  s.\  stein,  r.n  1  means  of  restora-  | instances  of  too  hasty  burials,  in  this  country, 
iion  are  ab.andone  1,  to  the  imminent  dang  rj  But,  it  is  during  the  prevalence  of  epblemics, 
.,f  a  fulfihnent  of  the  culpa'  b^  prediction  ;  ane;  :  tliat  such  accrdents  generally  occur ;  for  where 


in  another  cas^,   the  piac  it'<  ncr.  Iiohlaig  on 
to  his  patint,  will  bid  the  grieving  friends  dry 


the  sanitary  regulations  of  cities  require  that 
bodies  be  remi-ved  with'n  six  to  twelve  hours. 


their  tear...  and  the-e  word.-,  die  aed  by  ign  - 1  we  bare  not  the  least  doubt  that,  more  through 
ranee  or  base  motives  of  inter,  st,  1  ave  scarce  |  powerful  mental  emotion  than  from  actual  dis- 
Iv  be,-n  ut'erred.  when  a  second  glance  at  the    ease,  many  pers  .ns  accounted  dead,  have  been 


tufi'erers  face  too  p'aii.ly  te'l-  t'at  the  Sc-iurg-- 
has  done  its  work.  He  may  be  fi  equently  ques 
tinned,  in  relation  to  these  cases,  when  the  so- 


cast  into  the  pbigue-cart,  and  rous-'d  but  todie 
a  horrible  dca'h  in  the  comnon  grave! 

It  is  rather  surprising,  that  the  attention  of 
the  medical  world  should  have  been  called  to 


cuntv  of  the  public  or  a  large  circle  o   ind  VI  ,                                              .  ,.  i 

,     ,     .    .     .            ,           1  •           T   .    •   ^             .!  the  suhiect  of  premature  interments,  by  a  eel 
dual-=,  is  in  jeopardy,  and  immediate  mternien   |  tae  "^u  'J'-^"  "   l  ^ 

is  called  for,  bef.rc  the  infaHitle  si-n  of  pu 

Ircfac 

JQUtt 


*  Principle.-^  of  For  vnsic  Medicine.  By  Wm. 
tion  has  manifes'ed  it-elf  and  when  he !  ^  Qyy_  j^p  ;>  fc,,.  E'^iited  by  Cbiilts  A  Lee, 
tiu't  t<- le-E- faHsfactorv  indr:a'.Ioas.    Ii;.M.  P.    Vew  Y-ik   1845   1  \ol   Sve.  page  372, 
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ebrated  Danish  Anatomist,  named  Winslow, 


In  America,  this  subject  has  been  much,   if 


■who  was  twice  pronounced  dead.*  The  Editor  not  wholly  neglected.  The  elaborate  and  ad- 
of  WiNSLow's  work  has  collected  180  cases  oi-  mirable  work  of  the  Drs.  Beck,  so  unexception- 
premature  burials,  in  52  of  which  the  persons  |  able  in  every  other  respect,  of ers  but  a  short 
wefe  interred  alive,  4  were  opened  previous  to  notice  of  the  signs  of  Death ;  and  we  Site  ia- 
death,  53  revived  after  having  been  placed  in  debted  to  the  Manni  prize,  for  Dr.  Dovrler"8 
coffins,  and  72  were  declared  dead  when  they  \  Essay  which  we  have  reviewed  elsewhere.  As 
were  actually  living.  Whether  we  are  j ustified  i  this  subject  ha.s  been  so  little  treated  upon  ill 
in  admitting,  or  rejecting  this  lengthy  cata-  this  country,  and  as  its  importance  in  medico- 
logue  of  accidents,  we  cannot  but  reflect,  that  legal  and  sanitory  po'uts  of  view,  is  little  le*J 
many,  very  many  lives  have  been  sacrificed  in   than  their  physiological  and  pathological  re- 


consequence  of  the  ignorance  of  medical  at- 
tendants, or  through  the  nervousness,  if  not 
the  indecent  haste  of  "  friends." 

The  interest  which  the  writings  of  Winslow 
and  Bruhier,  excited  throughout  France  and 
Europe,  is  equal  only  to  the  extraordinary  na- 
ture of  their  researches  and  deductions.  They 
were  followed  in  this  new  field  of  investigation 
by  many  writers,  and  numerous  dissertations 
have  been  since  given  to  the  public,  in  volume 
form,  or  as  monographs  in  EoCyClopedias  and 
Dictionaries,  and  other  ways  of  publication  ; 
from  their  c<m'iprehensivene8s,  and  the  well  es 
tablished  scientific  reputation  of  their  authors, 
those  of  M.  Louis,  f  P.  H.  Nysten,  J  Julia  de 
Fontenelle,  §  and  M.  Bouchut,  the  successful 
competitor  for  the  Manni  prize,  deserve  es- 
pecial attention.  In  England,  Professor  A.  T. 
Thomson  has  slightly  glanced  at  the  subject 
in  his  Lectures,  ||  while  the  or.ly  English  au 
thor  who  has  written  anything  satisfactory,  is 
Dr.  Guy.H 


*  J.  B.  Winslow;  Dissertation  sur  Tincerti- 
tude  de  la  Mort,  et  Tabus  des  enterremens  et 
embaumemens  precipites,  tradaite  e*;  commen- 
tee  par  J  Bruhier.  M.  D.  Paris.  1742.  2  vol. 
12mo.  (Winslow  was  born  at  Oiensee,  in  Den- 
mark, in  1G69,  and  died  in  1700.) 

t  Lettres  sur  la  Certitude  de  la  Mort;  avec 
des  Observations  et  des  Experiences  sur  les 
Noji-es.  Par  M.  Louis,  Conseiller,  et  Commi.— 
eaire  pour  les  Extraits  de  TAcademie  Koyalt 
de  Chirurgie,  &c.    Paris    1752.  12mo. 

X  Recherches  de  Physiologic  et  de  Chimin 
Pathologique.  pour  faire  suite  a  celles  de  Bi- 
chat,  sur  la  Vie  et  la  Mort.  Par  P.  H.  NysCen. 
Paris.    1811.  8vo. 

§  Recherches  Medico-  legales  sur  I'incerti- 
tude  de  la  Mort,  les  dangers  des  iuhumationr 
precipites,  les  moyens  de  constater  les  deccs 
et  de  rappeller  a  la  vie  ceux  qui  sont  en  eta' 
de  mort  apparente.  Par  M.  Julia  de  Fontenel- 
le., Prof,  de  Chimie  Medicale,  &c.  Paris.  1834 
8vo. 

II  London  Lancet,  Vol.  2ad,  183G  -37. 

'[  Op.  cit.  p.  371,  et  seq. 


suits, —  wc  purpose  re vic\^Ing  and  analysing, 
in  this  paper,  all  that  is  koovva  of  the  signs  of 
Death,  and  more  particularly  of  those  which 
may  enable  us  to  determine  with  closer  accu- 
racy, whether  the  event  has  taken  place.  In 
this  dissertation,  we  will  summon  to  our  assist- 
ance, the  labors  of  other  writers,  embodying 
our  owu  views  and  experience  ;  and  in  study- 
ing the  external  changes,  as  reselling  froaa  thd 
operation  of  Death,  we  will  '-not;  hc-yitate  to 
employ  the  language  of  other  writers,  in  the 
description  of  facts,  wherever  it  may  .^eem  ap- 
propriate :  deeming  it  useless  to  alter  fur  the 
mere  sake  of  making  our  own,  that  which  may 
be  regarded  as  common  property."  * 

We  will  begin  by  relating  a  few  cases  of  si- 
mulated Death,  classified  under  appropriate 
heads. 

1.  Persons  biir'cd  alive,  or  laid  in  the  bier. 

From  Prof.  Thomson's  30th  Lecture  on  Med- 
ical Jaii.-^prudence,  wa  take  the  following  ac- 
oouni:  of  the  premature  interment  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  fam'ly  of  Clopton  of  Clopton  hall, 
near  Stratford-on-Av.  n — A  contagious  fevef 
was  brought  into  the  family,  and  attacked  one 
of  the  daughters  and  a  sjn.  The  young  lady 
apparently  died,  and  was  deposited  in  the  fam* 
ily  vault,  under  the  church  at  Stratford,  on  a 
bier,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  period,  the  time 
of  Elizabeth,  in  the  great  families  who  owned 
vaults.  About  a  week  or  ten  days  afterwardsj 
her  brother  actually  died,  and  on  opening  the 
vault  to  prepare  his  interment,  the  unfortu- 
nate lady  was  found  sitting  on  the  steps  of  the* 
vault,  having  risen  from  the  bier,  and  died,  if 
not  of  the  horror  which  her  situation  must 
have  excited,  of  starvation ! 

A  stout  young  couurry  girl,  having  been 
brought  to  bed  at  the  Hotel- Dieu  in  Paris,  walk- 
id  to  the  Hospital  S.ilpetriere,  on  the  second 
lay,  to  avoid  a  malady  that  had  proved  fatal 
CO  several  patients  in  the  former  institution. 


*  Principles  of  General  and  Comparativ© 
Phy.?iology.  By  W.  B.  Carpenter,  Leciurer  oa 
Physiology,  &c.  London.  1839,  8\'o.  (Prefaoe  ) 


190 


NORTHERN  LANCKT, 


Jb 


NK, 


She  was  80  much  exhausted  by  the  exortion, ,  things,  and  -wa^  about  to  join  the  celestial 
that  she  faintpd  on  her  arrivnl  ;  and  alrhoay;h' chorns  when  on?*  of  the  heavenly  mcs'-cn  gers 
she  recovered  in  the  first  instance,  she  w.is  ile- ,  saw'  t<)  him.  "  You  inuit  return  to  earth  ; ''  at 
clared  to  be  dead  when  the  fit  recurred  Tl<e  that  instsnt,  ha  stated  that  he  groaned  and 
attendant  notified  Louis  that  there  was  a  sub-  opened  hi'^  rye.-'— and  Tor  three  y^avs  after,  the 
ject  for  bim  ;  and  his  pupili,  without  iximin-  i^oands  which  he  had  heard,  were  not  out  of 
i»g,  took  her  to  the  x'tna'-.omical  Theatre.  Nest  his  eart".* 


rsorning,    the  Profe-ssor  was  told   that  moans 
and  the  like  noises  had  b^en  heard  in  the  the-' 
ntre.    On  repairing  thither,   the  t'ubj,»ct  j^ave  ' 
evidence  of  having  in  vain  strngg'ed  to  disen- 
tangle  herself  from  the  winding   sheet.    Oae 
leg  was  thrust  from  the  bier,  and  an  arm  rest-  ] 

She  was! 


3.    Aocidcntal  recovrrics. 

A  daughter  of  Henry  T^rawrens,  tbe  first 
president  of  the  American  Coui^rerfa,  when  an 
infant,  had  tlie  small  pox.  and  wis  Jai'l  oat  as 
dead;  upon  which  the  window  of  the  apart- 
ment, that  had  been  carefully  closed  during 
tlie  progress  of  the  disease,  was  tlirown  open 
to  ventilate  the  cbaoib'-r,  wiicn  the  frcfh  air 
revivf'd  the  cosp  o  and  restored  her  to  the  fam- 
ily. This  clrciiiii.itancc  occasioned  to  the  fath- 
er, fO  powerful  a  drea<l  of  being  buried  alive, 
tint  ho  directed  by  w'!l,  that  his  bo'ly  t-litjuli 
be  burnt,  and  enjoined  on  his  children  the  per- 
form inee  of  this  wish  as  a  sacred  duty. —  (r)r. 
L'jp,  in  hi.^  edition  of  Guy's  Medical  Jurispru- 
dcnco.) 

P(=is  .n^  supposed  to  bi5  J^ad  from  j  I'tftver 
anJ  br  );i'j^ht  oirt  for  burial,^  on  btir'g  wat-hv>d 
with  cold  wattr.  have  t-hown  fcigas  ot  life,  and 
3  H>n  afterwards  recovered  f 


ed  on  the  bar  of  an  adjoining  table 

now  really  dead.  (Louis.)  j 

A  peasant,  who  had  sippavently  died  of  tbe! 
plague,   and  giving  no  signs  of  respiration  af- 
ter  three  days,   recovered  on  being  carried  to 
th'e  grare,   and  lived  many  years  after.     (Die- 
merbroeck  )* 

A  young  lady  belonging  to  a  Jewi.sb  family 
died  in  this  city  on  Tuesday  of  a  nervoiis  d's- 
ease,  and  yesterday,  her  friends  started  \Tith 
the  remains  for  interment.  According  to  a 
Jewish  custom,  the  body  is  taken  to  the  grave- 
yard in  a  i-qoare  box  in  the  ^aiie  covering  in 
■which  the   deceased  has  expired,   and  then  in 

a  house    appropriated  to  that  purpose,    vrhere^      ^  ^,„^^„  ^.^,  resu-red  from  apparent 

the  female    friends   of  the  family    unrob.3  the^  ^^,^^,;'    by  ih^- first  inci..ion  of  the  anatomisfs 
corpse,  wash  it  in  cold  water,  and  anoint  it  tor 
its  last  resting  place.     W 

custom  upon  the  body  of ...,.^  ■  -  -   apopUxy 

mate  corpse,  a  healthful  warmth  was  perceiv-  i^^^'jj,,,,;'^  for  deal,  but  rocovered  his'conscinus 
ed,  and  evident  signs  of  life  became  mamfes^t;  ^^^^  ^^j^^.  ^,^g  scalpel,   and  died  immediately 
the  fact  was  announced   by  the  lanes;   physi- 1  „c^^^ 

cians  were  sent  for;  and  the  sorrowful  certain-  •  ^^'^  ceb-brated  anatomist  Vesalioa,  ^Thile 
ty  of  death  which    overshadowed  the    counte-  .^^^  t,^^  ^^,^^.^^  ^f  ^   Spanish  gentleman, 

nance  of  friend-,  gave  place  to  a  gleam  of  hope,  .i^ifin^^'disspction,  found  the  heart  still  pul^a- 
On  the  arrival  ot  the  physicians,  t'.e  certainty  ^.^^  °^^^^  uafortunate  philosoplier  was  taken 
©f  her  being  alive  was  established,  and  means  j^^,(.,,,.^  t-,^  {,,t,,i:«;tion,  and  would  have  been 
taken  to  fan  tbe  spark   into  health. f  l  c„„demned  to  deatb  but  for  th.'.  ioterces.sion  of 

2.   In  the  fol'lowirtg  remarkable  case,  the  in-  the  king.  ThUip  U-     He  expiated  his  unioten- 


t,  ..^.....j,  ..«  death,    tiy  ih'^  iirst  luci-iion  ot  trie  anatomists 

ter    and  anoint  itJ.;r  g^.^,      ,    f^^,,^  n^^j  n,.,„y  ^^.^^s  afu-rwards.i 
hile  per.ormin^-  tt.is       .^.^^^  -^^^^^^  I'rerost,  b  iving  been  struck  with 

this  supposed  laani-  ^        ,,,         i„  the  Forest  of  Chantillv,    was  ta- 


dividual  owed  his  preservation  to  the  perma- 
nence of  animal  heat,  and  thS  watchfulness  of 
a  friend  : —  ! 

Rev.  W.  Tennet,  of  Freehold,  N.  J.,  bad,  by 
intense  study,   brought  on  a  decline  ;   and  af 


tiona!  oifeace  by  a  journey  to  tlie  Holy  Land 
and  in  returning,    was  j-hipwre  •ked   <n  the  !.■'- 
laid  of  Zaate,  "where   he  died  of  hunger   in 
15GL 

In  addition  to  the  preceding  instances  of  ac- 
cidental recovery,    pnrtial  or  complete,    a^ter 


ter  lingering  for  many  months,  he  fainted  and  supposed  ex-inction  of  life,  we  give  tbe  follow- 
apparently   died      In  this  state   he   remained  .^^  recently  com-nunicated  to  tba  Bosnia 
perfectly  motionless  and  senseles.s.    anl  to  all      '^  ,  ,      .         ,, 
^            •'        1      1    r     i.1                  c\i         1     „     TranseriDt  by  a  correspondent  v?no  is  w.'U  au 
appeairance  dead,   for  the  space  of //tcee  days;    •^"^"^>-"t^      j                        ,.     -         ,  • 

and  bat  for  the  attachment  of  a  young  physi-  quainted  with  tlie  pers  m  of  wtiom  he  writes  : 
cian  who  accidentally  di.scovored  some  wirnith I  The  person  in  question  was  then  in  New 
lingering  about  the  b  >dy,  he  would  undoubt-  Orleans,  at  a  tim;  when  the  yellow  fever  Was 
ediy  have  been  buried  alive.  He  recovered  sbnv-  raging,  and  lie  was  sTicken  down  with  it.  Af- 
ly  ;  afl  his  fonrper  ideas  were,  for  son>e  time,  ter  several  days'  illaess,  his  case  was  pronounc- 
blotted  from  his  mind ;  and  i'.  was  a  year  be-' ed  a  hopeless  one ;  and  at  last,  death  having 
fore  he  was  perfectly  restored.  lie  always  apparently  taken  place,  preparations  wore  un- 
maintained  afterwards,  that  he  actually  died,  dertaken,  friends  were  notifi-id,  the  Cfffia  waa 
or  that  his  soul  left  the  b>dy,  and  went  to  procured,  the  body  placed  in  it,  and  a  military 
heaven,    where  he  heard  and  saw  unutterable,  company,    to  which   he  belonged,    was  drawn 


*  Tractatur  de    Peste.   Arenac.    IGU.    4lo. 
(lib.  iv.  hut.  8.5.) 

■f  St.  Louis  Republloan,  Dec.  Tth,  1843. 


*  Encyclopf^dia  of  Religioas  Knowledge. 
t  H  iward  on  Prisons. 


Abbe  .Menon,  in  Cvuhier. 
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U-)  .in  fruit  of  the  duor,  |jrppn.ri;d  to  perform 
the  last  lionors.  Just  at  the  axcnent  w'lcn  th'^ 
iid  was  ab'iut  being  clot'ed.  tlie  buJ}'  fxhibiteJ 
fiigiis  of  Hie — the  ijxiiico  wiM  over — aiii]  the 
hon^e  of  iiiouriiiiig  b:'c;in)e  tlse  hous^  of  r<  jiio- 
irijij.  'I'he  luilitary  Cninjiutiy,  iri^teail  of  mar- 
ching off  to  tiie  music  of  a  nulancho'y  dir^e, 
■weri'  exhilarated  vvicli  the  melody  of  •V'allk^;o 
Do.'dle.'"  Their  comrade  wad  perfeeily  restor- 
ed to  l.'eiilih,  and  is  now  conductor  ou  one  of 
ti;0  New-Eiiyhi.ad  raii-'.vays. 

4.  Voluiitarj  fimulation  of  Death,  and  re- 
covery a;  pleasure. 

We  wi!l  conclude  with  the  follov.ing  extra- 

(.rdit;ar3'  case  of  an  individjal  who  could  fei^n 

duath  at  wiil :  — 

The  Hon.  Col.  Town.shenJ  told  us  he  had 
«f;nt  for  a>3  to  give  him  ,an  a.^count  of  an  odd 
,si^n.sat/oii  he  had,  for  some  time,  ob^-e  'ved  sud 
f.lt  in  liim.sidf;  wliich  wa^,  that  couipo.iiug 
liiiiititlf,  he  couhi  die  or  expire  when  lie  jdea.s- 
bed,  and  yet,  by  an  tira-o  or  bomehow,  he  could 
cuuie  to  life  again  —  which,  it  &eeiiis,  he  liad 
tried  sometimes  hefore  he  iiad  sent  for  us.  U'e 
r!1  three  felt  his  pulse  iir;,t :  it  was  lii-itlnet, 
though  small  and  thready,  and  Isia  heart  had 
its  usual  beating,  lie  comp  sed  hin!self  on  his 
l)acli,  and  l:iy  iu  a  still  posture  for  sometime", 
-while  l*held  his  right  hand.  Dr.  Baynard  laid 
hit,  hand  on  his  heart,  and  Mr.  Skrine  held  a 
vlean  looking  glass  to  his  mouth.  I  fout  d  his 
]^u!.se  siiik  gradually  till,  at  last,  1  could  not 
lee!  any  by  the  nio.st  exact  and  nice  touch: 
Dr.  Bavnard  could  net  foil  tiie  least  motion  in 
li-<  heart,  nor  Mr  Skrine  discern  the  iiast  soil 
•of  breath  iip;)n  the  b-ight  mirror  he  held  to  his 
iiiotUh.  Theii  each  of  us,  by  turns,  cximined 
liis  arm.  heart  at'd  breath,  but  could  not,  by 
ihe  nicest  scrutiny,  discover  the  least  ^yaip- 
tom  of  life  iti  him.  This  coirdijued  ahovc  half 
an  hour.  As  we  were  going  away,  (tliisiking 
l;im  dead.)  we  c-bserved  ssnt^e  motion  ab.)at  the 
hodj,  and  ujion  eximination,  found  his  pu's- 
itnd  the  motrujn  of  hi.-^  heart  gradually  return- 
ing; he  begun  to  breathe  g^jntly,  aid  speak 
Kottly.  This  expn'imetit  was  tried  in  the  muru- 
ing,  and  the  Col  )i\el  died  in  the  evening.  A 
poH'-mortem  exanilaaiion  revealed  notiiiiig  but 
di6ea!>e  of  the  kidney,  for  which  he  h.:d  been 
]<ipg  undor  mrdical  treatment,  all  the  other 
\iicera  being  perfeotl_y  sound.* 

The  reader  has  now  perused  the  above  illus- 
tnitivc  case?,  and  whe'her  he  credits  tnem  as 
a  wh(de,  or  onlji  in  pirt,  his  mind  cannot  but 
be  btrongly  impressed  with  the  lopes  that 
Bome  means  may  be  obtained  to  prevent  the 
renewal  of  similar  occurrences.  Theso  cases 
should  not  be  considered  as  off.springs  of  ro- 
n.'ant'c    and    fsinciful    minds:— mio    nur.-ery 


*  The  Engli>h  Malady,   or  a  treatise  on  Ner 
vniis  r)i.spa>(f.   &e.    By  Geo 
J7;';3.  8vo.  p.  .'>07. 


Che^ne.    L')nuon. 


tales  lo  terrify  an  I  subdue  unruly  children;  — 
such  8,  course  must  be  highly  detrimental  to  a 
the  Welfare  of  a  larger  or  emaller  portion  of 
the  cum  nunity.  Had  the  same  deep  and  ear- 
nest attention  been  bestowed  upon  the  subject 
of  simulated  death,  a  century  past,  it  has  com- 
manded within  the  last  few  years,  ont  if  not 
m'  re  cases  would  not  have  happened.  It  id 
to  be  regretted,  that  there  are  men,  more  par- 
ticularly among  those  of  rare  acquirementR, 
as  well  as  professional  and  social  standing, 
who  make  it  a  peremptory  rule  to  repulse  ev- 
ery thing  they  cannot  at  a  momsBfs  thought 
fathom,  or  are  so  sjcptical,  that  they  will  not 
credit  or  acknowledge,  unless  they  have  seen 
and  examined.  And  it  is  the  more  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  far  from  assisting  the  coKiraoa 
pursuit,  of  testing  a  subject  till  it  is  found  ca- 
pable or  incapable  of  verification,  they  throw 
the  weight  of  their  reputation  and  learning  as 
coU'iterpolso,  and  direct  all  their  energies  to 
thwart  what  may  have  been  done,  and  to  force 
the  current  of  public  opinion  and  professional 
argument  through  another  channel.  Profes- 
sor iManni;  and  the  iilustrioas  Members  of  the 
French  Academy,  were  actuated  by  the  purest 
priilanthropic  motives,  in  offering  on  the  one 
batid,  and  sanctioning  on  the  other,  a  prize, 
upon  the  subject  of  premature  interments. 

A-i  we  have  previously  said,  if  the  seeptical 
will  credit  but  one  instance,  are  we  not  bound 
by  the  d utiles  imposed  on  us  tovrards  humani- 
ty and  society,  to  [)romote  by  every  nieana, 
the  elucidation  of  a  su''ject  so  little  under- 
stood, ■sinl  so  much  doubted  ?  But  there  are 
men  who  actuated  by  a  certain  innate  propen- 
sitj-,  cry  down  as  absurd  an  1  unscientific,  all 
that  do;s  nut  emanate  from  them,  or  from  the 
c'rclc  of  a  few  interested  supporters. 
[  To  be  continued.] 


S@3,Tf  the  eye  be  ha,lf  closed,  and  can  still 
be  openc  1  by  the  patient,  great  debility  may 
be  inferie  1.  Hence  this  sign  is  observed  to  ex- 
i-t  before  apoplexy,  at  the  commencement  of 
of  hydrocephalus,  in  nervous  fevers,  in  gastric 
irregularity,  irritation  from  worms,  in  hypo- 
chondriacal iind  hysterical  states,  after  great 
loss  of  blood,  and  in  vitiated  states  of  the  blood 
in  iictirvy  and  ia  chloroiois. — J<chill. 

i-yi(jg  on  the  right  side  is  observed  in  pneu- 
m<  Ilia,  bydrothorax,  pleuritic  effusion  into  this 
side  of  tlie  cbpst,  if  the  thoracic  pains  have  sub- 
^ide^  in  infl  imma'ion  of  the  spleen,  anlptoi' 
fiLs  of  the  left  side.  —  Id . 
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June, 

1^VJ±IJ.11U11^^  iJill^UJjl  monthly  record  of  Practical  Medicine.  The  ar- 
ticles selected  from  our  Exchanges,  are  care- 
fallj  condensed,  retaining  what  is  of  practical 
use,  and  omitting  all  theorizationa  and  desul- 
tory remarks,  thereby  permitting  us  to  give  a 
large  amount  of  useful  and  important  reading 
in  a  small  compass. 

To  some  of  our  patrons,  whose  letters  were 
received  ducing  the  last  two  weeks,  we  must; 
apologize  for  not  acknowledging  their  favors 
as  speedily  as  we  would  have  desired.— n. 

Plattsburgh,  August,   1850. 


::aui  (&a}tiU  of 

LEGAL   MEDICINE. 

PLATTSBURGH,  JUNE,  1850. 
"Truth  without  Fear." 

To  our  Patrons, 


After  a  delay  of  two  months,  we  are  again 
pleased  in  presenting  the  Northern  Lancet  to 
its  Patrons,  in  a  new  dress.  From  its  first 
number  it  had  been  pi  inted  at  Mr.  Morgan's 
office  in  Keeseville — a  distance  frcm  either 
of  cur  residences,  which,  with  our  profession- 
al engagements,  precluded  us  from  visiting 
the  establishment  as  often  as  we  would  have 
desired.  The  cons'-quent  inability  of  beetow- 
mg  that  close  attention  required  in  the  man- 
Bgement  of  all  scientific  publ'cations,  must 
plead  our  apology  for  the  few  typographical 
errors  which  have  accidentally  appeared  in 
Borae  of  oer  numbers. 

To  avoid  these  difficulties,  and  to  render 
the  Lancet  worthy  of  the  patronage  so  gener- 
ously extended  to  it,  we  have  established  the 
Lancet  Printing-ofiice.  This  resolution  was 
not  formed  till  after  the  issue  of  the  May  ijurn- 
ber,  and  therefore,  we  could  not  apprize  our 
friends  of  the  delay  that  would  take  place  in 
the  publication  of  the  June  number. 

Having  the  establishment  under  o»r  imme- 
diate supervision,  our  endeavours  will  be  to 
publish  a  Journal  free  from  those  blemishes 
which,  in  a  work  of  a  professional  character, 
ought  to  be  carefully  eschewed.  Th3  smaller 
bize  of  the  type  allows  us  to  give  more  than 
one  third  additional  matter,  while  the  price 
remains  unchanged.  The  July  and  August 
numbers  will  be  issued  with  all  the  dispatch 
possible. 

This  number  contains  two  features,  which 
cannot  but  be  appreciated  by  the  readers ;  the 
Legal  Department  under  the  editorial  charge 
of  our  Brother,  has  been  entirely  remodelled 
by  the  introduction  of  numerous  notes  and  re- 
ferences, making  this  departmsnt  what  we  de- 
sign it  to  be,  Americar}.  The  second  feature, 
Wid  one  of  practical  value  to  the  medical  rca- 


UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK  ; 

EX-PROFESSOR  MOTT,  AND  DR.  DETMOLQ, 

Frequent  professorial  changes   in    Medical 
Schools,   must  be  considered  as  very  unfortu- 
nate,   as  they  tend  materially  to  lessen  public 
confidence  in  their  merit,   or  stability.    We 
hope  however,    that  the  recent  resignations  of  . 
two  Professors  in  the   Medical  Department  of 
the  University   of  New   York,  will  not  be  at- 
tended with  the  results  one  might   anticipate 
j  from  such  changes.  We  have  at  all  times  been 
I  pleased  to  hear   of  the  prospering  state  of  our 
Alma  Mater,   but  we  regret  that,  as  Editor  of 
I  the   Northern   Lancet,    we  should  have  oc- 
'  casion  to  animadvert  upon  the  extraordinary 
conduct  of  its  late  President  and   Pro^'essor  of 
Surgery,  the  celebrated  Valentine  Mott. 

On  the  death  of  the  lamented  and  accom- 
pKshed  John  Rkvere,  in  April  1847,  the  chair 
of  Practice  of  Medicine  became   vacant.  The 
Faculty,  (following  the    example  of  the   L^ni- 
'  versity  of  London,    in  sending  for  Scotch  Pro- 
fessors,)    with  a  view  of  securing    Southera 
I  patronage,    tendered  the  Chair  to  Samuei-  H. 
Dickson,    Professor  of  Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine  in  the  Medical  College  of  South  Ca- 
rolina. The  new  Professor   was  certainly  em- 
inently well  qualified   to  fill   the  situation  : — 
i  but,  eould  not  the  Empire   State   boast  of  one 
man  who,  if  not  as  widely  known  South  of  the 
j  Potomac,    would  have  been  as   capable  of  do- 
I  ing  justice  to  the  department,  while  the  selec- 
'  tion  would  have  been   complimentary  to  ^h& 
pro-fession  of  New  York,  and  of  the  Northern 
,  States  in  general  ? 

!      Prof  Dickson  retained  the  situation  till  the 
i  expiration  of  the  last  session,  when  he  return- 
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EblTORIAL    DEPAllTMENT.  1''^ 


ed  to  the  South  Carolioa   College.    The  Chair  chio-cephalic   trunk.  He  must  rest  ui.d.r  th'^ 
"being  thus  once   more   vacated,    public  notice'  weight  of  liiurels  he  has  so  jasily  earned  ;  and 
was  given  that  a  new  incumbent  was  required;    stepping  out  of  the  arena  of  operative  surgery, 
and  "in  common  with  many  of  our  contempo-  Nestor  like,   he  shouU  instruct  and  direct  the 
rariee,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  the  ap-' younger  and  less  experienced  surgeons, 
pointmeut  of  Dr.    William  Dktmold.  of  New;      One  of  the  excellent  features  in  the,curri'3u- 
York.  A  more   fortunate  selection  could  not'  lum  of  the  Universty,  was  the  Ciinipue,  where  . 
■we  conceive   have  been  made      Dr.  Dis-tmold,  numerous    operations   were    performed  in   tho^ 
a  gentleman  of  rare  and  highly  cultivated  ta-  presence  of  Uie   Class. 

lents;  possessing  that  variety  and  depth  of j  ]n  the  first  year  of  our  attendance  at  the 
learning,  which  distinguishes  so  eminently  the'Tjnivers.ty,  (1841.)  the  excellent  Pro'e-isor  of 
Bone  of  i)«?  Vaterland:  also  enjoys  a  'wide  I  ,^^.^jy,jjy^  q  S.  Pattison  was  assoua'ei  with 
reputation  as  a  surgeon  and  general  praotition- ;  professor  Mott,  in  tic  Clinique.  It  hal  been 
er,  and  as  an  Orthoepedic  Surgeon,  is  se-  •  .^  Qpjjj.j^^j,jjj  1,^^  .^  ^-g,.y  yl^o^t  time,  when  it  be- 
cond  to  no  man  in  America.  With  these  qua  ^,^^^^^  known  that  there  would  be  tn-o  Clini(iae3 
lifications,  he  was  adding  a  tower  of  strength  |g^^^  ^^^^.^f^^j.^,^  that  the  Professors  Avjuldnofc 
to  the  already  most  able  Faculty  of  the  Uni-  \^,^^g„j.  j^j  ^j^g 'p]^ga,tj.g  ^t  tlie  same  time,  nor 
versity.  operate  one  af  or  the  other,   as  hal  previously 

The  appointment  had  been  made  but  a  few  been  the  case.  This  arrangement  was  coiitinu- 
days,  when  we  were  astonished  to  learn  that  e:l  but  a  fcw  days,  when  Prof.  Pattison"s  Cli- 
Professor  Mott,  who  at  the  time  the  appoint-  aiquc  was  discontinued  :  he  never  prided  liiin- 
ment  was  made,  was  enjoying  the  luxuries  of  s-lf  upon  his  surgical  tact,  and  at  be^^t  was  aa 
a  chombre  garnie  in  the  French  capital,  had  unsatisfactory  cp'-rator.  The  field  wa^  thus 
forwarded  intelligence  to  his  associates,  that  left  to  the  Professor  ef  Surgery  ;  pititnts  were 
he  objected  to  Dr.  Dktmold's  becoming  one  of  drummed  up,  and  all  went  on  as  could  Le  ex- 
the  Faculty,    andtbatifhe  was  retained,    he'pectcd. 

(Mott)  would  resign.  This  conduct  on  the|  "vVith  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Dktmold,  It 
part  of  the  ex-professor  is  indeed  very  cxtraor-  ^^^  announced  that  he  would  with  Professor 
dinaiy,— but,  being  acquainted  with  the  <^-a- 1  ai„.rr,  i:,ke  charge  of  the  Clinique'  Tliis  was 
matis  fersona,  we  make  bold  to  express  ^^'^'' \^iT.Q^yj,Q\^^,^^.^ngf,^roYxsii^aX-i\.^o^vi^QxmAn 
opinion.  On  learning  the  Professor's  objection,  I  ^^^  ^^  eq^ially  exj.ert  c^prator,  and  who  pes-. 
Dr.  Detmold,  with  the  honor  and  selfdeiaal  of  ^^,^^^^  ;„  a  high  degree  the  attributes  of  a 
a  gentleman,  at  once  tendered  his  resignation.  ■  g^^^  ^-^^^g  Surgeon,  courted  the  opportunity  +o 
The  Faculty  were  now  in  a  dilemma -either  ^3^^]^,^  the^i :  Dr.  Dei  molds  connection  with 
horn  was  untenable-they  therefore,  without  |^j^^  University,  would  increase  his  already  ex- 
tbe  fear  of  Dr.  MoTT'8  threat,  accepted  both  i^^^^^^  ^.^p^^^.j  ^^  ^^  ^j^^  prejudice  of  that  of 
resignations;  and  for  ought  we  know,  ^^^^^^  q,^  ^y^^^^^oy  oi  KxaQrxcsin  ^arg&rj,'  ipse  dixit. 
are  now  two  vacant  chairs   in  the   Univertity 


College.  With  these  facts  before  us,  we  are  at 
liberty  to  draw  our  conclusions. 


The  moment  the  intelligence  of  Dr.  Dbt- 
mold's  appointment  reached  Prof  Mott,  he  at 
once  tendered  his  resignation,  conditional  on 
Dr.  Mott,  by  common  consent,  is  the  first  j^^.  ^etmold's  continuance  in  office;  he  resign 
American  Surgeon  ;  no  other  has  ever  perform-  ^^  .  ^^^  ^^^j^  ^^  ^1^^  disappointment  of  Prof, 
ed  so  many  masterly  and  important  operations;  j^j^^.^^  his  oti-n  resignation  was  accepted-his 
he  has  been  the  pioneer  in  the  Surgical  field  objection  to  Dr.  Di^xMOLD,  resulting  in  hia 
for  the  past  forty  year?,  and  has  left  us  little  or  own  discomfiture. 

nothing  more  than  to  repeat,  or  Improve  upon  -pj^j^t  ^^,^^7^  considerations,  apart  o[ profes- 
hia  operations.  But,  Dr.  Mott  is  no  longer  a  .sio^a/ objections,  might  have  influenced  ex- 
young  man  ;  with  the  advance  of  age,  he  has  professor  Mott,  we  leave  our  New  York  rea- 
lost  some  of  his  brilliant  and  rapid  man-  dors  to  decide.  We  mo!-t  f-Inceicly  regret  for 
Hal  dexterity— and  we  do  know,  that  at  the  its  wtlf.ire,  that  the  Univers'ty  of  New  York 
present  day,  he  would  not  repeat  the  ligatur-  ^^^ould  1  ave  lost  the  valuable  services  of  Wil- 
ing  of  the  internal  iliac  artery,    or  of  the  bra-  ''^"^^^  Dktmold,  M   D.— n. 


104 


-NOKIHERN  LANCET, 


June, 


EDiTORS'    BOOK 


T  A  n 


E. 


T.     An     lntr')']!!f(;')n    to    l^e     \\  a^pr  Cnrft 


afe 
have 


I  proiif  of  the  '.■i^h    standing    of  the    profeeeion, 

j  and  of  the  commenda?jle  feeling  of  fripndship 

and  unanimii  J   which  unite  its  members.     la 

&f.  F'-up'led    ill    NaN.ri\    arid  adapted   to  the    our  next  Xote-Bouk.  we  shall  present  our  rea^ 

\v6RUii  ..f  Man.  Hy  Ti.om.s.  L.  Nici  o'  s    .1/.  D.  \  Jgrs  some  extracts  from  these  Transactions. 

Nf'.v    'i  ork :     Fowlers  &   Wells.    IcSoO.    12mo. .      v  r.-„f- ,„„,„  „f  xr     v      •       r     •  i     c 

<Q    T?    ~  .u    i>  I  V  u  *.  I-'ictionarv  of  Mechanics.  Engine- work.  & 

*•_,  .  .    ,.  ,,  ,      ■     c  '  i^^nsineenns    Oh  ver  Byrne,  h  iitor.  New  Yi"'' 

The  author  of  this  «m.vU  work,  is  favor- ,,  A,>pletoD  &  Company.  Puhlishing  in  parts 
n>i!y  known  to  the  Xaw  Y  >rk  public,  as  a  spi-  j  25  cents  each  Pupls  1  to  11,  and  15th  h 
Titeii  newspaper  writer.   He  ha^  als.j  contri'nit-  ;  been  received. 

ed  many  i:4terestin;i  poj.ulrir  pap-r-*  upon  the  j  This  is  emphatically  a  great,  and  a  mopt 
I^C'enC'is  >»f  Mediciuf,  an  1  Ph\si(ilo;ry.  As  a  |  useful  work,  a'ike  indispensable  to  the  pro- 
mitcclhineons  writer,  be  is  entitii^d  to  much  i  fe-<sional  man.  and  to  the  mechanic.  Very 
consid-jritiiin ;.  but  he  b;vs  decidodlv  wilk"*!  j  many  of  the  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
jn'o  another  c  -urie,  wIipq  h  ;  c  >tnds  hi^ore  the  j  processes  are  based  upon  strict  chemical  prin- 
piib  ic  as  an  nuihor  upon  a  >u')j-ct  p^rtainiiig  ]  cij  les,  rendering  this  publication  interesting 
to  >cifcnc'.  !l:o  Iiitrodue  i  --n  is  bat  a  c>mmon-  |  &nd  highly  itstructive  to  one,  while  from  its 
plrtci  dejieriptif'n  of  thin^.-*  kno^ru  to  eye ry  containing  de£cri[itioDS  plertifuUy  illustrated 
pers<in  of  ordinary  educ  I'.iou  and  readinqj.  H  ■  i  by  drcwing.s  and  working  plans,  of  all  known 
must  of  course  esamin^  the  other  miwles  of  '  and  approved  machinery,  it  mu;t  form  the 
treatment;  rests  BatijS>d  with  dene  ming  rm/e  mecum  of  every  practical  or  cmateur  me- 
thera  Jill,  and  c  mdiides  that  Nature  has  creat- 1  chanic  We  direct  the  attention  of  our  rea- 
ed  every  man  his  own  doctor,    supplying  most  i  ders  to  the  Prospectus  published  in  cor  adver- 


]j-  uaii'uily  the    rcmedit-l    ag<  n:s., 
»ni  ccid  water  I  j 

if.  Thoughts   on  Domos-ic  Life:  its  concord  ] 
and    diriCurd.    with     suir'z-s'.iorjs    how    to    pro 


rie».-ntz^  tising  department. 

^*^:.  We  regret   that  the  crowded  state   of 
oar  Columns  allows  u.^  space    but  to   acknow- 


niDte  the    one    and   aV..d  the  other.    T?v  X>l-    ledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  publicafions-: 


>toN    SiZKK.     New    y.irk  :    Fowiers   Si    Wells. 

l.'-oO.  rino.  pp.  48     From  the  Pi.l  l.-hers. 

A  verv  pleasing  and  well  written  e-*siy,  in- 
culcating true  and    Fouiid    princijls.     Should 

some  of  the  wedded  persons  fol'ow  Mr.  S  zers" 
directions,  and  abide  by  his  advice,    we  doubt 

mitu  but  that  the  perus;;!   of   his    small   work 
•would  be  attended  wish  much  bentfi-. 

111.  Principles  of  the  Human  Mind,  deduced 

frun    Physical  Laws,    tog^^ther  with  a  lecture 

en   Electro- Biology,    or    the   Voltaic   Meoban- 

ism   of   Alan.      By   Alfukd   Smee.   F.     R.    S. 

\Vith  seven    illuntrations.     New    York :    1850. 

fowlers    &   \VelL-.    12luo.    pp.   C4.    From    the 

Publiohtrs. 

A  very  lame  attempt  at  esplaning  a  vision- 
ary speculation,  and  certainly,  an  unfortunate 


thoy  will  be  noticad  or  reviewed  in  succeeding 
numbers — x. 

Annual  Announcement  of  Lectures,  in 
the  Medical  Djpartment  of  the  Uuiversity 
of  Ne.v  York.  Session  MDJCCL— LI.  From 
the  Univeisity. 

Annual  Announcem?nt  of  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  of  Philadelphia.  Session  of 
15)50—51.   From  the  College. 

Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
.State  of  New  York,  during  its  Annual  Session 
held  at  Albany,  Feb.  5.  1850  From  Hon.  T. 
Crook,  and  Jas.  Pardy.  E-q. 

Dr.  D  Avignon    is  under    obligation  to  Hon. 
Gordon  Thomas,    for  a  copy   of  the    Transac- 
tions. 
.     .  Address  delivered   before  the    Suffolk    Dis- 

dntrod action  to  the  American  people,  of  a  man  I  ^.-^^  Medical  Society,  at  its  first  Anniver>a- 
favorably  known  in  England  and  France." —  rv  ^^-leeting.  Boston,  April  27,  1850.  By  John 
M^u.  a  walking  Voltaic-battery  1   Such  piinci-    j'.ffries.  M.  D  ,  President  of  the  Society     Bos- 


l»les  ao  these  will  never  s-ecure  to  their  Author 
a  secv'nd  rank  in  the  profusion,  and  it  would 
be  well  for  him  to  bear  in  mind  the  disastrous 
c.in.'*equenccs  which  attended  a  former  profes- 
sor in  the  University  of  L  jndon,  Eillotsun  and 
his  mesmeric  humbug. 

IV.  Tian-a3tions  of  the  ^M'-^ical  As=s  ^ciation 
of  Southern  Central  New  York,  at  the  .Annual 
IMeeting  bebi  at  E'mira,  -lune,  1850  8vo.  pp. 
80. 1  Frcm   B:.  C.  Green,  H-.;mer,  N.  Y. 

This  is   a  vwlume  highly  creditable  to  the  ,,    ,.,o 

Members  of  the    Associati..a,    and  a  flittering    G.ic^ttc,  Feb.  10,  1M-. 


40.    From  the   Author. 


ton.    1850.   8fo.   pp. 

A  RespOQse  to  a  Professor,  and  a  specula- 
tion on  the  Sensorium.  By  Bennet  Do*ler:M. 
D.  New  Oceans.  18.50.  pp.  10.  From  the 
Author. 


A  R'^port  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  re- 
lating to  a  Case  of  compound  Fracture,  and 
Prosecution  for  Mal-practicp,  in  which  \Vm 
Smith  was  Plaintiff,  and  Drs  Goolyear  and 
Hyde,  were  Defendants,  at  Cortlmd  Village. 
By  a!  B.  Shipman.  M.  D  1841  12  ao  pp  35. 
From  the  Auth..r.--Also  New   York   Maiicil 


1850. 


EDlTORf  AL  DEPART  vlKN  r. 


tftHasf-' 

lO.'J 


An  Essay  on  the  Opium  Pradft.  inciiiiin^  a 
f-ketch  of  its  History,  Extent,  Effects,  &c  ,  us 
carried  on  in  India  and  Ciiina.  Hv  Na*f)an 
Alkn,  M.  D.  (Lowell)  Boston;  1850  8vo. 
]ip,  GS.    Froin  the  Author. 

The  Philosophy  of  Electrical  Psycholncry  ; 
in  a  course  of  nine  Lectures  By  John  Bo^'pf 
Dods  New  York:  Fowlers  &  VVells.  1850.  12 
mo   pp.  108    From  the  Puhlirihera. 

Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  South 
Carolina  Medical  Association,  at  its  Anniv'>r- 
pary  Meetings.Feb.  1840-50.  Charleston;  1850 
Hvo.  pp.  70.  From  the  Editors  of  the  Ckarles- 
tcn   Review. 

Review  of  Dr.  Drake's  work,  on  tlie  Princi- 
pal Diseases  of  the  interior  Valley  of  North 
America.  By  Bennet  D»wler,  M.  D.  New  Oi- 
lcans;  1850.    8vo.  pp    19.    From  the    Author 

Minute*  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  fir^t  Annual 
Communication,  in  Raleigh,  April  1850.  8vu. 
pp   24. 

An  Address  before  the  Medical  Society  o' 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  first  Annual 
Communication.  By  Edmund  Strudwick,  M 
D    8vo.  pp.  IG. 

An  Address  before  the  Medical  Society  o' 
the  Stafe  of  North  Carolina,  at  its  first  Annual 
Communication.  By  Thomas  N.  Cameron,  M 
D.  8vo.  pp.  IG.  —  We  are  indebted  for  the  a 
bove  three  publications,  to  Dr.  S.  S.  Sateh- 
well,  of  Leachville,  N.  C. 

Inflammation;  its  Causes,  Symptom?",  an*! 
Treatment,  considered  and  expla.ioel.  By  J.P 
Batchelder,  M.  D.  New  Yurk.  1848  Svo.  pp 
GO.   From  the  Author. 

Cholera;  its  Cause,  Symptoms,  and  Treat- 
ment. By  j.  P.  Batchelder,  M.  D.  New  York, 
1840.  8vo  pp.  45     From  the  Author. 

Announcement  of  the  Western  College  of 
Homeopathic  Medicine,  at  Cleaveland,  Ohio 
1850.    From  the  College. 

x\naual  Announcement  and  Catalogue  o' 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Uciver.-^ity  of 
Buffalo.    June,  1850.    From  the,  Universify. 

Annual  Announcement  of  the  Rush  Tlif.li- 
cal  College  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  Session  1850 
51.  From  the  College. 

Circnlar  of  the  Aldany  Medical  College, 
1850.  From   the  College. 


Niimlber  One. 

Although  we  begun  the  publication  of  the 
Northern  Lancet  with  an  edition  of  one  thou- 
sand copies,  we  can  no  longer  supply  the  lii  s' 
Number  to  subscribers  ;  and  this  we  regret,  at 
the  nature  of  our  publication,  requires  that 
the  file  should  be  complete.  We  are  in  want 
of  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  first 
number,  for  which  the  full  pries  will  be  gi- 
ven, or  other  numbers  in  exchange.  Should 
the  increase  of  our  subscription  list  warrant 
the  expense,  wc  will  republish  the  first  num- 
bers.— N. 


With  the  first  numbi  r  of  Thk  NoitriiEKN 
L.^hCET,  we  solicited  the  favor  ofanexchanga 
vvith  the  Medical  Press  of  this  coun'ry,  and  in 
all  cases,  we  pre[ay  the  pi  stage  on  our  mon- 
t'.ily.  We  have  in  many  instances  chef;)ful!y 
offered  to  pay  the  difTerence  in  the  subtacrip- 
tion  price,  hut  we  are  happy  to  state,  that;  the 
following  Journals  have  immediately  placed 
us  on  their  excl.ange  list  at  par.  As  we  are 
ijesiroiis  of  opening  an  e.^iiihaoge  with  all  the 
American  Journals,  vre  a  Idrcsa  this  number  to 
tlio~e  who  have  not  as  yet  favored  us  with 
their  ju'ilica'ions,  and  on  notification,  will  be- 
come s'.i'i,«icrii)ers,  if  wy  ca-'inot  receive  t'.ieni 
as  we  do  tlie  others.  Our  ■''•rethern  will  ob.ser- 
ve  the  good  use  we  make  of  the  contents  of 
their  Journals  in  preparing  our  Mont!1T,7 
NoTF.-BooK  OF  x\iMKiiic.\N  Pkactick,  and  in 
this  intention,  we  would  bs^  pioisod  to  havij 
our  files  c  )mpl.^ts,  from  Javiuary,  when  thor 
L.\^Cfc;T  A'as  first,  and  has  since  been  regu'ar- 
larly  addressed  to  them. 

NL\V-^'oi;K  JuURN.'VI-  OF  MKniCINK,  AKDTIig 
CoLI-ATKliAL  Scit;NCt;S,     S.    S     PURPLK,      M.    D  , 

EdiiO".    Bi-month'y;    New-York.    For  March,. 
,Vlay,  and  June. 

P))S!0.v  Mkbicvt.  and  Surgical  Journal. 
J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M  D,  Editor.  Weekly;  Bos- 
ton.   Numbers  from  January. 

New    Jf-.RscY     Medical     Rkpi)rt8R,     and 

FraNSACTIOiNS  of  THK   NkW    jKRSh.V     MKniCAL 

SociKTV.     Joseph    Parkish,    iNI.    D.,    E  !iu>r. 
Quarterly:    Burlington.    January,  and    April. 

North-Wkstkiin  Mkdical  am>  Surgical 
JouKfJAL.  Drs.  John  Ev'.ANS;  Professor  of  (^h.i- 
t.etric-!  etc.,  in  Rush  Medical  CoUoye  "  >.]i  1  En- 
\vi.s  G.  Mici'-K  Eiitors.  Bi-  montl'l/  ;  Chica- 
go and  Indianopi  I'S.    June,  and  July. 

Wkss'f.rn  Journal  of  Mkdicink  and  Sur- 
gery. Drs.  LuNSFORU  P.  Yandkll,  Professor 
of  Physiology  and  PaMiological  Anatomy,  in 
the  University  of  Louisville ;  and  Thfouorio 
S  Bfll,  E  litors.  Monfhly  ;  Louisville,  Ky, 
March,  April,  May,  and  June 

Charleston  JIj-idical  Journal  and  Re- 
viKW.  Drs.  D,  J.  Cain,  and  F.  P^yre  I'okchkr 
Eiitors.  Bi-moiithly ;  Charleston.  May,  and 
July. 

Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  .Iour- 
N.\L.  I  P.  Garvi.v,  iM.  D  ,  Profe.ssor  of  Mato- 
r'a  Medica  and  Iheraneutics,  in  the  Medical 
College  of  (t  0"g!a.  Monthly;  Augusta.  May, 
June,  and  July. 

Buffalo  Medical  Journal  and  Monthly 
Review  of  Medical  and  Surgical  Science. 
Austin  Flinp,  M.  D.,  Editor.  Monthly;  Buf- 
"alo.    May,  and  July. 
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MfDicAf.  News  AND  LiBHAKV.  Montblv  : 
Philadelphia.  February,  March,  April,  ilay, 
Jane,  and  July. 

Transyi.vama  Medical  Jocrxal.  Ethel- 
bERT  L.  Df  DLKY,  M.  L)  .  Profctisor  of  General 
and  Fatholoffical  Anatoaiy  and  Phjciology,  in 
the  TransjlVan  a  Univeisity;  Editor.  Bi-mon- 
thly. L"singteii,  Ky.  October,  December  and 
February. 

"British  American  ^Ikdical  and  Physical 
Joi'KNAL.  Archibald  Hall.  M.  D  ,  Lecturer 
(•n  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmasy,  Universi- 
ty of  McGill  College.  &c.  ^c  Editor.  Monthly;. 
Monircal.    May,  and  June. 

^@3.The  Northern  Lancet,  in  future,  will  be 
Bene  ouh/  to  exchanges  addressed  at  this  office. 


TO  READERS  AND  CORRESPONDENTS. 

*^f*  Subscribers  in  the  Southern  and  Wes" 
tern  States,  would  oblige  us  much,  Truen  for- 
warding their  subscription,  to  enclose  post-of- 
fioe  stamps,  or  gold  dollars.  The  heavy  dis- 
count upon  the  paper-currency  cf  those  States. 
and  in  many  instances,  the  utter  inability  of 
disposing  of  them  unless  sent  to  New-York, 
subject  us  to  much  inconvenience  and  loss. 
The  subscription  price  of  the  Laiicet  being  so 
estremely  low.  precludes  our  paying  the  ten 
or  fifteen  per  cent  discount,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
ditional postage  charged  to  us  upon  letter* 
containing  one  or  two  fifty-cent  pieces.  Tn 
these  cases,  the  discount  or  postage  will  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  enclosed. 

'•Study  not  necessary,"  by  G.  C.  S.,  was  ac- 
cidentally mislaid,  and  not  recovered  in  time 
to  find  its  place  ia  this  Number.  "Readers" 
defence  of  Homeopathy,"  and  our  answer,  'M^ 
being  absent  from  the  country  :  Chylous  diar- 
rhea, by  "Lamoille;"  Typhus  and  Yellow 
Fever,  by  Dr.  Gazzo  :  and  our  associate  Dr. 
D"  Avignon's  case  of  Wound  of  the  thorax,  wili 
be  published  ia  our  next  Number. 

i,8tters  received. 

Xew-Yorli. — Albany,  Prof.  T.  R.  Beck. 
Syracuse,  Prof.  A.  o.  Shipoian.  WadJington, 
Drs.  L.  Stowers.  Adirondack.  D.  C.  Goodale. 
Schujlerville,  A.  Gow.  (W.  Jlott.)  Potsdam. J. 
S.  Andrews,  agt. — (J.  Hyde.  G.  F.  Cole.  Can- 
ton, T.  O.  Benjamin.  E.  Baker.  Parishville,  C 
F.  Hyde.  West  Potsdam,  M.  Jerome.  Russell, 
J.  H.  Gibbons.)  Champiain,  C.  S.  Adams,  agt. 
Dannemora,  J.  H.  Gilson,  P.  31. 

Vermont. — Weft  Berkshire.  Drs.  Jos.  C. 
Butler.  North  Chester,  J.  Robbins.  Lyndon. 
J.  Folsom.  S.)Uth  Newbary,  W.  H.  Career.  .St. 
Johnsburv.    C.  Jewett.    Fairfield.    R.  R.  Sher- 


man. West  Hartford.  H.  H.  Wbitcomb.  Stowe, 
J.  D.  Wheelock.  Brownsville,  D.  Story.  Bar- 
net,  L.  F.  Parker.  Lynd<;n.  G.  C.  Chase.  Iras* 
rurgh,  F.  A.  Johnston.  Middlesex  PL  Fales. 
(Hydepark,  S.  L.  Wirwall.  Georgia,  N.  Dean. 
Cambridge.  S.  Brush.  Jiilton.  Benj.  Fairchild. 
Higbgate.  H.  Baxter.  Danville,  R.  M.  Ayer. 
Wella-  River,  A.  G.  Bugbee.  Bradford,  W.  S. 
Carpenter.  Enosbargb,  W.  Pi.  Hutchinson. 
We^t  Enosburgh,  R.  Eiton.  Bakersfield.  R.  C. 
M.  Woodward,  iliorriston.  H.  Powers.  \Vater- 
bury,  0.  W.  Drew.)  St.  Albans  Bay,  S.  R.  Day, 

A»al>asua. — (Jiontgomery,  dr.  Jacksou.) 
Marion.  W.  B   Johnson. 

Texas. — Gorzale?.  Dr  0.  F.  Renwick. 

Sontii  Caroliua.— Mush  Creek,  Dr.O. 
Barret. 

Xortli  Carolina.— Leach ville.  Dr.  S.  S. 
Sarehwell.    Davidson  River,  J.  F.  Forman. 

3Iissigsii>pi.— DeKalb,  Drs.  G.  W.  May- 
berry.    Fulton.  G.  W.  Booth. 

•Virginia. — Frcdericksburgb,  Drs.  G.  F. 
Carmichaf-1.    Half-way  House,  G.  Cr-rbin. 

KeutuckT. — Athens.    Dr  J.  3/cFadden. 

Georsia.—Gerard,    Dr.  L.  P.  Tessier. 

liiiiioi*.— Virginia,    Dr.  C.  A.    Hathwell. 

Louisiaua.—  thibodaux    Dr.  J.  Guzzo. 

3IarTlaKd.— Frederick-City.  Dr.  Tyler. 

in tli'aiia.— Nicholson ville.  Dr.  Wm.  Ma.- 

thews. 

31a%^aclinsetts.— Boston,  Drs.  L.  M.  J. 
2I-gr.-}-.\-.    Lo«-el!.  N    Allen. 

Xew  Kampaliire.— Wentworth,  Drs. 
P.  L.  Hovt.    (Wfst  Lebanon,  S   J.  Allen.) 

Pen?isylTaiiia.— Getfysburgh,  Dra.  D. 
GiUiert.    Liincaster,  G.  B.  Kcrfoot. 

Connecticut.— West  J/eriden,  3h.  A. 
B.    liradley.  Agent. 

Canada. — Montreal.  Drs.  S.  B.  Schmidt, 
A.  Nelson. 


A  gencie*. 

'\Ve  are  desirous  of  establishing  general  and 
!  county  agencies  in  the  different  States,    and  to 
j  responsible  persons  the  most  satisfactory  com' 
mission  will   be    allowed      The  popularity  of 
jthe  Lancet,  and  the  very  low  price  of  subscrip- 
tion, placing  it  wihin  the  means  of  all  profes- 
Isional  men,    would   make  the  agency   in   the 
hands  of  an  active  person,   highly  remunera- 
!  ling.     Oar  subscribers  iu  the  different   States, 
I  would  oblige  us  maeb  by    communicating  this 
j  notice  to  the  nearest  Newspaper  Agent,    or  to 
jany  person  w  shing  to  become  an  agent. 
;      The  following  have  kindly  offered   to  act  as 
general  Agents,   with  the  power  of  appointing 
!  sub-agents: 

R.  .Morris.  ^IcMaster  &  Co,  Montgomery. 
For  Alabama. 

R.    .\!  CHRIS,    MoREY  &   Co,    Jackson.     For 
Mississippi. 

R.  MoKRis.  Robinson  &  Co,  Nashville.    For 
i  Tennessee. 

A.  B.  Bradley,    West  Meriden.     For  Con- 
necticut. 

J.  S.  Andrews.  Potsdam.  For  the  Northera 
Counties  of  New  York. — n. 
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Lecture  VI,  (Concluded.) 

Imniests  on  Disinterred  Bodie.ft. —  [Period  cf 
Exhnmations. —  Importance  of  Jihd/co  Le^al 
Exnminaiioiis  ]  — Adv(rntnge of  AJj'dical  W/t- 
vases  taking  Notes  of  iJieir  Euiitence;  it':  U 
nison  xvith  siih.seouent  Knidence  on  n  trial ; 
{Utility  of  Medical  Report':;  the  taking  oj 
J)epositions  ;]  their  Oijservation  of  Collateral 
Circumstances;  Tllusfrntion  in  Sir  A^tleij 
Cooper''s  Evidence  in  Patch's  Case.  \_Imp'.ir- 
tialitij  inMedical  Testimoni/  ] — Burial  after 
violent  Death,  wdkoat  mi  Inquest.  —  Off'cnr.es 
of  Corontrs  ;  their  Remuoat. —  Objections  to 
Medical  Coronets.  \_Nt,te'^—  Enactment  of 
the  BIcdicul  Witnesses  Act;  Refusals  of  Fa  i/- 
mcnt  unlcr  the  Act  in  St.  Pa7icras ;  Absence  oJ 
fees  at  Hospital  Inquests.  liS'on-reiiiunera- 
tion  of  Medical  Witnesses  in  t'Lis  Coun/nj; 
the  Georgia  Art  1  —  Compulsorij  Attenrlancc 
of  31cdical  Witnesses  in  Courts  of  Law., 
generally. 

The  coroner  has  tho  power  of  holiJing  an  in- 
quest upon  adisinierrtd  body,  hut  that  is  with- 
in certain  limits,  for,  were  tliis  p^iwer  noi 
limited,  an  inquest  iniji,lit  bo  held  on  a  bud^ 
taken  from  the  grave  ^o  many  years  after  it 
was  buried,  that  a  jait  only  oftiie  skeleton  r>'- 
raained.  Nor  is  this  an  in;a^inary  ca>e,  f  ^i 
^htre  is  a  record  of  an  inquest  wl'ieh  sat  upon 
a  skull,  when  the  per-en  to  whi'Xti  it  was  so'[> 
posed  to  Jiave  b  lon<>;ed  had  been  deui  tive 
jcars.  This  proceeding  howi'ver,  wasvejy  pro 
perly  quashed  by  the    Court  of  King's  Bench. 

[Although  it  has  been  decided  in  England, 
tbat  a  "coroner  niay  cause  a  body  to  be  du|i. 
up  Boon  after  burial,  but  not  a  long  time  aficr; ' 


(a)  numerous  capes  are  on  record,  of  inquests 
held  with  satisfactory  results,  months  and 
yeais  after  interment;  from  whi'ih  we  must 
infer  that  no  fixed  rule  can  safely  prescribe 
limits  within  which  a  coroner  may  order  an 
(-sliumati<jn,  but  that  circumstances  should 
alone  determine  the  propriety  of  such  n  step. 
VI.  Orfila,  in  his  ••  Exhumations  Juridiques,'' 
reports  the  disinterment  of  two  bodies  at  Val- 
enciennes, after  fifteen  years'  burial,  when  the' 
in -pectors  were  enabled  to  determine,  in  on^ 
of  them, — its  state  of  preservation  was  so  per- 
fect,—  that  the  indlviuui^l  had  not  died  a  vio- 
lent death,  but  of  a  peripneumony  complicated 
with  a  gastro-entiritis.  Or.  Symonds,  of  Bris- 
tol, (England,)  in  the  '■  Trarsactions  of  the 
Provincial  Association,"'  mentions  the  dissec- 
tion of  a  body  after  fourteen  months'  inter- 
ment, when  the  coccum  and  colon  exhibited 
decided  marks  of  inHimmation.  Mr.  Barrett, 
of  Bith,  has  publ'shed  the  post-mortem  exam- 
ination of  the  remains  of  Maj.  Gen.  Dick,  ex- 
humed seventeen  months  after  death,  when 
the  deceased  was,  from  the  arpearaace  of  the 
viscera,  pronounced  to  have  succumbed  to  in- 
dainina'ion  of  the  stomach  and  bowels,  {h)  Aa 
inquest  having  been  held  at  Westbury,  Wilts., 
at  which  a  verdict  of  wilful  murder  was  found 
again.-t  R-bacca  Smith,  for  procuring  the 
death  of  her  infant  child  by  poison,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  exhume  some  of  the  bo- 
dies of  her  nine  other  clildren  who  had  all 
died  in  infancy.  Accordingly,  the  bodies  of 
S:irah.  who  ditd  August  7,  1841,  aged  20  days, 
and  Eiward,  who  died  June  20,  1844,  aged  1^ 
days,  were  disinterred,  and  tent  to  Dr.  Ilera- 
path,  at  Bristol,  for  anal\zation.  This  gentle- 
jnaa  found  large  quantities  of  arsenic  in  and 
nbout  the  remains  uf  both  infants;  and  in  re- 
ferring to  his  analysis  of  thoso  of  Sarah,  re- 
marked :     "This,    1  believe,   is   the   first    ia- 


}      (a)  R.  V.  Clerk,  1  Salkeds  Rep.  377. 
I      (6)  Luncloa  Lancet,  Oat.  18,  184^. 


^^^  KORTfiERN  LANCET,  j,  .^ 

i.taiice  oii  -ecord,    of  arsf^ic  bdng  dit-cuveieu 


amined  scarce/ <i  one  insU.nce  la  a  hundred  will 
prove  doubtful:''  (/)  ] 

In  delivering  tettimony  before  a  coroner  eur- 
geoiis   and   ibodical   p;v-ctitune}s   wjli  find  a 


after  an  icierment  of  ei-hfc  year?,  and  I  wish 
it  to  be  circulated  throughout  the  country  that 
yea^s  i^ave  no  ,  Sxt  ia  removing  traces  of  ar-    ~  ----   ,--....,....„    ....  ...  ^ 

seme'  (f)  In  the  winter  of  1S45.  ih^  rcnaiBS  I  °'"'''''^*  advantage  in  lavvioosly  weJl  uiiuni-.ir.g 

of  an  uElicown  persor  ^/r^--,   f,,,,- :.  k     •    ■  ■    i  •''{<^™^'f^^''-s  "n  all  the  various  maters  coanect- 

the  v\  i   •  ^  ''"'"  '"^  I  ''^  ""''^  rBoUaoiegai  inquiries :  ..nd  the  di.ad- 

jcinitj  of  an    cut- house,    in    Montreal     'an/age,  in  the  event   oi  JsjuoraKce   on  &uch 

^^'°^  froui  their  apnear.',"e    led  Dr.  Hail!  i  ^''•J^,^"='' '^^  P-.'^^^'g   themselves  in  a  situation 
,1      •      ,              »i   opp.a.o.A.e,  itA  i.i  ■    «'h»«h  niay'^nntraHtainu.v^.ncheirpTofj.stuon- 

./lio  18  at  present  editor  ■:>i-  the  '-British  Am-  ,' a'  charaetcra  not  tobs  eaViSy  wit-ed  .ff  Mr 
erican  Medical  and  Pby«cal  Journal,^'  to  £s  | ''^''^''^  '''^^^  J'^'^^l^  remaiked,  that  •"' a  eonecien- 
tbe  period  of  their  inhimjation  at  five  or  six  '  i  '""'  '"''"  ^^''^?^'^  b:.  more  gu-uded;  if  possible 
Y-ars  and.-^,.:i-<  "-"'''"■ '*^;'  '"  ^^^  ^^  ^'-^  i  la  giving  evidtnoe  before  a  coroner  than  bc- 
y^ar.,  ana  a.cnbe  the  cause  of  death  to  inju-  fvre  a  judge."  i\.>tiung  should  be  .aid  without 
nes  apparent  upon  examining  the  craniun-.  ^  "^^  "'-'"'"-^'^'^''' n,  because,  ou  ihe  one  hand, 
and  its  contents,  {d)  This  case  reminds  us  of'  '!FT  "^^y^^^'f  ^  testimony  then  delivered,  if 
the  princinal  incident  ^b;.!, .,  „.  I.  J  !  ^'"^:'^'^^  ^iven,  a  guilty  man  may  ne- 


the 

cour; 

T^vhich 

date  of  the  crime,   ar.d  correctly,  too,  as  ap- 1 

peaked  afterwards  by  Avu-nxs  confession,  (e)    |      ^^^^-  P'^^^^^nthroplst,  as  well  as  the  lover  of 

T^^o    f  1         ,  '         scitnce^mufit  view  with  pleasure  the  increased 

These  fe^'  cases,  selected  on  asc-eunt  of  she    int^rp^^  «•>.;.}.         i-     i  •     •         ,      'i-cre^&ea 

•  i       A  ,  ^,  "-""^  ^^  »»-i',  mtereso  v.hich  medical  lanaprudenc^  exi-ifpa 

variety  or  the  caur-es  ofdeat^^  wb'.-h  *'>-t?  ct.--  L  ^      ■  ■  ".-H^-^i-ulc  ei.uie8 

f    ,u       ^      ■       ,  ^'<-e-^"  «L..a  ....y^eu   among  physicians   and  members    of  the  bar 

forth  as  navjng  been  ascertaiced  lono- af'er-n      u^-t         -•     •  r         " 

x,_        ,  ,  .  .        S  a-  •  er  -n-    boih  proie&tiond  are  fast  av^akenino-  to  tbe  im- 

terment,  must  convuice  us  that  no  settled  rule    nortanc-  of  the  snbi-  ..     .    !        • " 
ought  to  govern  exbu.ations:  indeed,  If  due  |  ^1";';^^  "/^H^rr'"''- '"*"^- 
attention  be  p«id  the  .tudy  of  .edical  ^^^ZaZ^Z  I  t  r       'T  ''"'"'' 

prudence,  dl.iaterments  ii^y  be  t.ade  al  any  j  Wf      Ho^^t    1  T"  r"/'  ""'  "'^' 
time;  for  information  would  be  nos-e^s^d  ca     -m  1      '°^^^'-^'/ '^«^<^'^^-  '^<^  tn.rr...elveB. 
vi      /•    '       .  ,)i's.tsBea  ca-    i,.j,]     the  science  is  in  its  infar^cv  onl</    »- ,\ 

pable  of  Clearing  away  the  uncertainties  tbati  .bev  .re   ir-M,.       .        y^^"'^-'Cy  only,   a,.d 
alone  render  the  propriety  of  ]a^..<xbar.aMo^,i^  ""'-^y,- e.peciaily   among   n.edical 

questionable.    The  LloLg   r^ni^^'    ^     |  Ho.!^""'-^' TT^'^  "^  ^^^'"^' 
pertinent  to  this  point,  that  we  cheerlaU.  in  '  ^  \       T^''"'^'^   — tig.tioos   as 

troduce  them  .-  j  ^^^PP^nmg  too  seiaoni  to  require  that  they  pi  e- 

I  pare  well  w  their  prosecution ;  ^vhile  there  are 

ibis  conviction,  we  are  borne  out  by  c'very  one  |  '''^.  '  "'•^'■^'^'«  ^^  ^e'""  profet^sinn,  avvait 

of  the  few  persons  ia  this  cour,t;ry  entitled  to  j 'i'"'-'^J'  "^^'^  occurrence  of  these  ioquirie?,  with 

the  name  of  niedical  jurist?,  tha:t  to  procure  |  the  certainly  almost  of  escaping  any  serious 

a  saf^..Tactory  and  irretragible  oi>in;on  in  ea.es  i.e.nons^bi---  ° 

of  infanticide  and  in  all  otiier  diSicuk  medico-  i  ^^'P'^^^^^^^'^J'- 

ipgal  questions^,  it  is  only  r>  qai^^ito  to  f.nbinit  |      The  want  of  statistical  data  places  it  oui  of 

i 

1     ,-«.•     ,  r- 7  •'     "   ' "'  '-'.^t-""-'     <.i"ui.-i-j  J  :■ ""^  *v.i..jv;i  vi  ijuc  uivy  prints  Wlii 

";;i  ™?:r£«^s  grx:y:;;s^,r:,;^  i  '^"^''^"'  "!• "-'  '"^^  -=  "■■'  -  -f-  -  ■ 

cult,  but  n-e  are  ratain,  ihot  w/iert  pioperlij  ex-'l^"^'^^^  over  the  victims  which  death  reaches 

'     '  j  through  its  m-iuy  fearful  n>inister3,  and  w^ill 

tc)  Id.  vol.  X.  p.  253.  \Arn    Ed  I  "-'*'^'  '^^  ^"'"'^  f^^c^i  eases  as  those  of  Dr.  George 

^    (rf)  "  ?vTedioo-legaI  bVnnvt,"  r>lontreal  JMed-  ■ 

'*'?V^i'--''"^^-  P,  P^  .  (/•)  Ed^nbur^h  Medical  and  Surgical  Jour- 

<3j  Dodiey  s  Agaa^il  Register,  iJo.X  p   .'?5.5     '  na),  vol.  21.  p   231. 
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Paikasan  in  Boston,  and  Mary  Rogers,  "the  {were  541  douUie  from  poison  in  England  and 

Leaatiful  ci;»;!ir-g!rl,''  in  New  York.     It  is  true '"VV  ales  alone,  in  the  greater  ninnher  of  which 

tiiat,  foflunatGly,  thcv  i-.?c  u&frtquent  in  the;medicai    tei^tirnony    was  aVjsohittlj   required, 

rural  districts:  but  thi^ro  are  still  sufficient  in- :  and  this  U  exclnsivc  of  criniinil  attempts  at 

stances  of  ilieir  necessity  shown  by  tho  crim- '  poisoning  not  Ailuwt:d  by  death. 

iniil  coiijndars  of  the  courts,  to  urge  thaapa-j      ,,    j-,^i  ^  r        r        -,    ■■  n-       e 

■  ^        1     V  iViedical  pojice,  founaea  upon,  or  ca.lling  for 

lliatic  practitioner,  '5\lia  irh.'alJ  be  ready  fer  ,     •,!„,■    .    ,        ^         t         -n      i  i 

'  '  .  •'  .        iegihJafive  enaetaients,  ViJill   also  conduce   to 

anv  emeriicncv  at  all  allied  to  la.-)  avocation, :        ,  .   ,  ,.•      ,       ,  ■         ^.      ,.         , 

•'  ~       •  I  niultifly  medicolegal  investigations,  by  open«- 

•whetlur  it  ca^l  hina  by  the  side  of  the  ■victsiP. : .  ^  ,,     r  '  v   .i    i.      -n         -ji        -j 

-'  .  .  ling  a  neid  of  research  that  will  rapidly  widen 

of  fudden  diseases  or  fiimious  violonc*",  to  ao--.,X  .,        ,  ,  ■  t       r  j  i- 

■  till  ic  eml.ryce  tiio  con.Mderation  and  diiscuas: 
quire  such  kiiowledge  ay  mriy  render  hia  af- 

gistance  as  cfijciuit   in  the  witness-box  as  In 

the  sick-room  ;    and  if   the  maa  who   should 

alone  be  a  phybician, — honest,    humane,  and 


ion 
uf  all  physical  laws  which  aS'e.ot  public  healtii 
ar.d  security,  and  result,  as  must  be  h<!ped, 
in  the  sdution  of  probL^ms  upon  the  elucida- 
tion (>f  which,  much  of  the  prosperity  of  man- 
:kicd  depends. 


public  spirited,  —  the  consciousness  that  he 
ini"ht  t^ave  one  innocent  person  from  the  scaf-  i 
fold,  (-r  1h  Ip  rid  society  of  a  single  villaiu,  isj  ^part  from  the  legal  detail^  with  which  tie 
inducement  encu-h  fo  spur  him  on  in  the  i^^'^e^'^^'l'^  ii^^orreed  shouli  be  acquainted,  the 
study  of  medical  jurisprudence,  even  though !  I  I'jsician,  in  fi!milial•i^iDg  himself  with  tha 
he  were  certain  that  but  one  case  of  the  kind  |«<^'<-'»co  of  medical  jurisprudence,  is  only  de- 
would  present  iiseJf.  ivoticg    dormer   attintion   to  the  most   difficult 

!  cases  which  surgery  and  toxicology  present  te 
Circumstances,  however,  arfe  conspiring  to!  tj.,^  f-j^.^Hv,  and  tothe  treatment  of  which  ha 


multijily  the  physician's  opportunities  of  figur- 
ing in  the  public  tribunals.  The  community, 
in  consequence   of  its  state  of  enlightenment, 


may  be  called  at  any  moment  in  the  ordinary 
Course  of  hi-H  practice.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
the  unsatisfactory  appearance  on  the  stand,  of 


is  ciustious  into  whose  hands  it  wilt  trust  thej,,,  physician,  iscalcubited  to  reHect  the  great- 
treatment  of  diseases  or  affectioLS  in  need  o^'.^^^  disgrnce  upon  himself  and  his  professioa. 
su.gie.al  aid,  and  will  hold  a  practitioner  an- 1  (,  j^  ^^  'severe  ordeal  for  scientific  men,  even  ; 
swerable  for  mal-practice,  and  prustoute  tlie  |  f<,r  they  come  in  contact  Vfith  the  talent  of  the 
charlatan  r;goarou!^ly  for  his  acts.  Medical  j  j.^^^  t^^g  members  of  which  are  aware— as  Dr, 
testimony  uill,  therefore,  be  required,  i!nd|j.^.,,Q  ,n,,s_that  '^forensic  fame  arises  from 
suits  of  this  description  arc  already  becoming  1 1,^^  ability  with  which  an  advocate  examines 
common.  The  institution  of  numbers  of  jifc-jj^  ,„edical  witness^'  It  is,  therefore,  not  at  all 
assuracce  establishments,  also  contributes  t<.L„rprl«ii!g  that  a  practitioner  who  has  once 
increase  the  chances  of  medico-legal  inquiries;  keen  put  to  the  test,  should  no  longer  look  in- 
asweU  as  the  latitude  afforded  to  applicant^  ^jg-^^renfly  up.'.n  medio'egJ  inquiries.  Joha 
for  divorce.    Questions  inv^dving  the  validity   Hyrjter  himself,  although  the  most  distinguish- 


of  wills,  the  sanity  of  personv*,  or  the  extent  of 
injuries  sustained  upon  defective  higb-ways  ov 
by  rail  road  easuahies,  likewise  form  an  im- 
portant share  of  the  litigation  in  our  courts 
Those  causes  must  inevitably  furniL'h  a  long 
list  of  cas'S  presenting  medico-legal  poiiits  o: 
interest  quite  as  numerous  at  leaat  as  in  Crea! 
Britain,  where,  from  parliamentary  returns,  it 
a[pear.s  that  in  one  year,  in  the  United  King- 
d^^m,  there  were  1213  trials  cnibracing  quos 
tions  of  murder  and  manslaughter,  either  per 
petrated  or  attempted,  from  poisoning  or 
W(iuiids  alone,  in  every  one  of  which  medical 
evidence  was  necesSiU-y-  ^t^^^  in  the  majority 


ed  member  of  the  profession  in  his  day,  when* 
ever  he  alluded  to  the  testimony  that  he  gave 
in  1780,  on  the  famous  trial  of  Captain  D  >nel- 
lan  for  po'soning  his  brother-in-law.  Sir  The* 
odosiua  Broughton,  when  he  exhibited  great 
erudition,  '•  regretted,"  says  Sir  Astley  Cooper, 
-that  he  had  not  made  more  experiments  oa 
the  subject  of  poisons,  before  giving  an  opin- 
ioD  in  a  court  of  justice.  He  found  himself  a 
good  deal  embarra,ssed,  and  he  used  to  expreag 
his  regret  publicly  in  his  lectures  "] 

In  evf  ry  case  also,  it  is  of  great  iraportance 
f.o  mate  notes,    as  .-oou  alterv^-ards  as  prssible, 
f  the  eviiicnce  given  before  a  corcmer.  so  that 


indispensable  to  coiiviction.  In  two  years  there  i  vou  may  refies':  your  memory  by  looking  oyer 
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those  before   going  into   court,    on  the    day  oMsoo^h  Practice  ot  the  Criminal  Luw  of  ScotUnd. 
trial :  and  you  ought  to  know  that,  tbo  WiiUei) 
deposition  of  evidence  delinked  bercre  the  to 
rorier  may  be  used  on  the  p.art  oi  the  prisont'i 


roner  may  ,-_  ,  _  _ 

or  his  counsel,  in  cross  cianunalion,  when  tiie 
■witnei-s  gives  his  evidcnc.-  at  the  trial,  to  con_ 
tradict  that  testimony.  Even  on  the  part  of 
the  crown  t-iich  deposit innri  nmy  be  U6(.d.  In  a 
trial  of  one  Oi.drovd,    wherw  the    counsel  for 


Medical  or  other  scientiSc  reports,  which 
are  lodged  in  process  before  the  trial,  sind  li- 
l)cli(d  on  as  produjtions  in  the  indictment,  are 
allowed  t'>  be  read  as  a  depo>i!ion  to  the  jury, 
coj^firoiirig  it  at  its  close,  by  a  declaration,  on 
his  oath,  that  it  is  a  true  report.  The  reason 
of  this  is,  ihat  the  facts  are  often  so  minute 
and  detailed,  that  they   cannot  safely  be"en- 


the  crown,  Iw  the  direc-iin  o''  the  judge,  un-  ,j.t,sied  to  t!;c  m-mory.  The  witnes.-,  however, 
■willin<Ty  calTed  tl.c  pri-oncrt-  nmther,  whohiidj;.,  liable  to  an  examination  and  a  cross-  exam- 
jrivtn  evidence  bef.tre    the  coroner   in  favor  oi   ii,a,ioi!.'-   (6) 


give -  •      ,        .  1        1 

the  \vitne^s,  Baron  Guauam  ordered  htr  df  po 
sition  before  the  cor<  ner  to  be  read,  for_t>»e 
purpose  (Tsff.'Ctinjr  the  credit  of  her  te^tl^)0- 
j,y,  by  t-bowing  its  varii'.nce  from  the  dcp  'ti- 
tion:  and  the  twtlv.^  judges  held  that  ii  was^ 
competent  for  the  judge  to  do  to. 

[The  imporianoe  of  notes,  by  a  medical  wit- 
ness, of  his  testimony  before  a  coroner,  fur  ref- 
erence on  trial,  is  acknowledged  liy  every  ju- 
rist ;  and  it  has  been  so  mm  h  felt  in  this  coun- 
try, that  they  have  bet-n  rtquircd  from  the 
wi'n-'ss.  Dr.  Lee  states  (a)  '■  We  have  even 
known  the  master  in  chancery,  as  vrell  as  the 
surrogate,  request  a  phjr^ician  to  go  to  li- 
house,  and  bring  the  fiotcs  he  had  taken  ir. 
relation  to  the  state  of  mind  of  a  person  about 
mating  his  will ;  and  those  no^es  were  not  onlj 
allowed  to  be  read,  but  to  go  upon  the  record 
as  evidence." 

Dr.  Beck  recommends  the  only  efficient  wny 
of  securing  un-exceptionable  testimony,  in  all 
such  cases  :  it  is  the  mode  suggested  by  Chaus- 


Wo  are  happy  to  notice  that  these  reports 
are  being  introduced  in  American  practice. 
One  was  admitted  in  a  recent  trial  for  poison- 
ing, in  this  State;  and  it  will  be  recollected 
that,  on  the  late  Webster  trial  for  the  Parkman 
murder,  the  mc  st  important  piece  of  testimony 
was  the  Report  or  "  I'ost-moitem  examination 
at  the  Medical  College,  &c  ,"  signed  by  Dra 
Gay,   Srone,  and  Lewis,  (c)] 

Mcdicai  evidence  before  the  coroner  requir- 
es more  thiui  usual  circumspection;  for  it  the 
witiiO-s  sliould  die  before  ilie  trial,  or  be  una- 
ble to  travel,  cr  be  kept  out  of  the  way  by  any 
means  or  contrivance  of  the  prisoner,  his  dep  >- 
-jiion  n;ay:  nevertheless,  be  read  on  the  trial. 
Now,  a  medical  witness  n;ay  have  been  p(  r- 
tectly  fair  and  honesr.,  and  yet  on  the  trial,  by 
sifiiug  his  iornier  testimony,  obtaining  addi- 
tions and  quahfications  to  it,  his  eleposiiion  on 
the  trial  m.^y  ^ary  materially  from  what  he 
fiad  swvirn  bulore.  'In  isuch  cases,"'  remarks 
Mr.  Amos,  in  his  printed  lectures,  "bow  gros- 
>ly  would  justice  nave  been  peiveited,  if  in 
caj'e  of  lus  death  or  sickness,    iiis   depositions 


sier,  as  far  back  as  1780,  in  a  memoir  read  be-   before  the  coroner  only  had    eeu  read. 


fore  the  Academy  of  D'j'.n,  and  consists  in 
drafting  a  report  of  what  Dr.  Beck  justly  de- 
nominates '■tlie  mtdical  facts  in  the  case''— 
which,  Chaussier  advlecs,  should  be  written 
on  the  spot,  for  though  the  opinions  to  be  de- 
duced require  some  reflectlun,  yet  the  nana- 
tive  of  actual  appearances  needs  none.  He  fur- 
ther prepensed  that  this  report  be  filed  in  the 
clerk's  ofBce  within  twenty  hours,  for  the  ex- 
amination of  a  chaiubcr  of  verification  ;  and  if 
disapproved  1)y  them,  that  the  judge  cause  a 
second  visitation  to  be  made  by  others;  but  if 
approved,  that  it  be  received  on  the  trial  as  a 
true  account  of  the  facts  observed.  A  some- 
what similar  course  is  pursued  in    Scotland 


[As  to  the  rules  which  govern  the  taking,  or 
subsefiuent  use  of  depositions,  they  vary  some- 
what— in  this  State,  at  least, — from  those  that 
prevail  in  England,  where  depositions  are  con- 
ciuered  admissible,  ahhcugU  the  prisoner  may 
have  been  absent  at  the  time  of  taking  the  cor- 
oner's iiiquest.  ((Z)  Starkie  considers  the  rea- 
sons and  authorities  for  th  s  doctrine,  as  un- 
satiffact::ry,  (e)  and  so  does  Rusjcll.  (ff)  In 
this  State,  the  safer  and  more  equitable  rule 
has  been  laid  down,  that  v.hen  the  accused  is 
not  present  at  the  iuqaest,  the  depositions  then 
taken  are  evidence  against  him  only  in  the  e- 


(/;)   I'eck'a  Medical   Jurisprudence,  6th  ed. 


Medical  nren  are  appointed  to  exan.ine,  --^  \'''^^^^  !^^if^  ,,,_  W.  Webster,'  in  Nor- 

they   make  reports.     The  use   made  of  tho^e,   j^^^,^^  Lancet  for  .May. 

■will  be  seen  by  the  fuliowing  extract  from  Al-  '      (,/n  i  phU   Kv.  Zoi:   Bull.  N.  P.  242;  3  T. 

I  R.  722.  (e)  2  Staik.  Ev.  4'J2 

Ist  Am.  Ed.  of  Guy's  rrinci-|  __(.//)  2   Russell  on  Crime?,  21  Am.   Ed     p. 


(o)   Dr.  Lee's 
pies  of  Forensic  Ivledicinc,  p.  13. 


1661. 
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vent  of  tlie  subsicribiDg  partys  dtaili    (a)] 

In  all  capes  in  wlii  h  a  surge  cm  is  citllid  to 
see  a  woundfd  or  nmri'.i  red  iii.ui.  iu:  ii.ny  wj-^ 
j^reafly  as-t^isC  the  ol  jrci8  (f  jui^tico  '  y  ueing 
liis  eyes  arid  ears,  and  n;akiiig  cciic  t  ob.M.r- 
vatic.ns  (in  the  c  n^luct  (li'iyiy  cse  aMuud 
bim.  Mudii3al  n.eu  arc  airxng  t'.v.  fr  t  iha!  aro 
called  en  euch  dcca^idiis;  aiid  a-  Ihiy  aie  tu- 
tored profes-ionall}  to  i/b.'-civc,  tb(j  can  muht 
niateiially  aid  i!ie  j  i  i-po^e^  of'j"^li^•e  <n  nianj 
()Ccai?i(in(- ;  atid  llu-_\  bave  cssmiijliy  ai-ltd  »i, 
by  bting  wiines^es  of  coIlVt•r8alion^  aid  dl' ac- 
tions bearing  nio.st  inaferiaily  on  the  guilt  or 
the  innocence  of  pcisiiis  accused  of  cr^nus. 
Tbie  was  \vi|l  (  X 'nifdiJii  d  in  tlie  tiial  <'t  Due 
Paich,  fir  ^lJllolit  g  Air.  BhiGiir,  \M!li  Wiioin 
he  bad  been  living,  in  tbe  tame  Ik  use,  in  ha- 
bits of  tiie  giealert  intimacy.  Ibe  csaiuina- 
tion  of  Sir  Astlkv  Cuopkr,  who  had  Ucn  kd 
to  make  bimie  remark-s  to  PAicti,  albadcd 
Hr  ng  |)T('.-uniptive  evidence  sigairitit  Iaic!!. 
He  w.ts  a.^lc  d  by  Sir  Astlkv,  w.iy  be  bal  j.oc 
applied  at  liuw  «  rtct,  to  have  olliceis  t^ent  to 
search  the  preiuites  of  one  VV>.BMi.i{,  on  wboni 
lie  f-uggcfud,  hO!i;e  m.-picion  riMed  ?  I'Aitii 
giA'e  a  r<  as  .1',  in  lej  ly,  wh.ch  led  ibejuiJge 
to  remark,  '•  I  liat  ibe  dtn)tai  our  oi  ibo  pruun- 
er  was  feu^jfcioup,  because  it  is  ntxre  jiutvjr<«l 
for  a  per-();i  to  instilu  e  ih'^  earlies'.  jo  nbU: 
enquiry  in  sucb  a  Ca  o  iiivolving  tin;  niunier 
of  liis  I'riend,  ralber  rlsan  to  di-play  tbe  i;id;i' 
fercnce  exjiressed  by  tbe  prieoner."  Sir  Asd-ky 
asked  Mr.  Bhight  wbetber  'die  tu.'ptcted  any 
person  to  bave  coin!r!i:tcJ  the  act  uf  t-iumtifig 
him  ?  "  His  answer  was,  -No;  Gou  knc^v,  1  iie- 
ver  did  .-,ny  man  an  iiij'P-y  which  Cou'd  b-ad 
liim  to  wi-nh  to  take  my  1  !"■  :  bu'  Mr.  Patch 
has  mentioned  tome  am  in  of  ibe  i.a.ne  ui 
AVjiBSFER."  '•[  then  turned,"  s^aii  Sir  Asri.t  v 
"to  Patch,  n  )t  wisiiing  to  pic^.-'  any  unnte't-- 
Fary  que#ti(.ns  upon  tlie  dejea.s  ;i5,  and  --aid 
'•who  is  this  U'j-.iisTicK  ?"  He  an.-wt-red,  "He  i^ 
a  man  who  was  buspected  of  having  robbed 
these  premises,  again.st  whiiii  a  searoh-war- 
raat  was  granted,  and  bis  lion^e  w;v^  searcbe^i, 
and  bi-i  s  m  lias  since  a' .s',i)tided  "  Sir  AsrI.^Y 
was  tben  asked,  'Had  \ou  any  farther  c  iriVnr- 
pation  ? '  He  replied,  '-Upm  this,  my  L'rd.  1 
said,  ''Suitli-,  then.  y()u  shonll  send  imnedia- 
tely  to  I)Ow-sireet,  t  t  bave  (.fliCiirs  si'iit  do.vn  : 
bis  premises  shoubi  be  agiin  searcbed.''  'i'o' 
V  hich  1'a  i  OH  aiis  A-ered  "No.  for  notbin  j;  would 
be  fi.uad  ;  I  slioild  ccrtainlv  be  shot." 

Now,  in  tiiese  replies,  ttcre  was  assared'y 
sometliiiig  to  wonder  at;  nainidy.  tbat  a  man 
who  was  tiie  aiknowltdgf-d  friend  of  tl;e  per- 
son shot,   blijuld.    foi'  an  ins'aot,    tbi  ik  o:   his 


(a)  Pc"p1e  V.  Restell  cJias  Lohman,  ?>  Mill, 
280  — in  whitdi  case  tbe  ni:inni.r  oi'  faking  all 
6ucb  depo>itions,  and  the  rigbts  of  llie  accus- 
ed, in  lelati'ju  to  tbe  cximinatiun,  are  tally 
Ket  furiii  :  and  t.he  pririciples  on  which  depof.i- 
tioiH  are  receivell  in  evideofOj  are  o.\  itnincd 
and  di-ciisscd. — See  aI.-?o.  Uebcc  f.  People,  o 
HjH.  32. 


pers.  niil  risk,  ^vben  it  «a.'?  e>Sfntial  for  the 
di.^c  ve)\y  ot  the  ii-sassin  o.  liis  tiiiiid  i  lie  a- 
;iiu  iii'i-s  (  f  tlie  ji.dgesaw  tbis  rleajly,  and 
poioied  it  ( U'  to  ..lie  jury  on  tbe  trial  ;  and  I 
'elje\c  that,  these  'e,iiies  raised  a  suspicion  in 
the  mind  (^f  Sir  Asii.hY  Coo!'i:!i  lelativc  to 
Paich,  wbicb  {>erha[)S,  would  oiherwise  not 
bave   (xlsted. 

AuoiIm  r  n  innkaT)le  cireum^fanee  el'cited 
tbe  truth  in  tliis  trial,  which  slioubi  a'wHvsbo 
altendi.d  to  by  nif  dical  men  ;  tbat  is,  to  ascer- 
tain wjietbcr  tbe  woonds  bave  iK-en  given  by 
a  right  (jr  left  haiided  nmn.  Li  Patch's  case 
tbe  evidence  went  to  prove  tlnit  tbo  murder 
was  Committed  by  means  of  a  pist(d  shot  by 
a  lefi-baiidf  d  mun.  S,  rgeant  lii-sT,  in  a  con- 
ference with  Hie  pri,-oii(  r  before  tbe  trial, 
pressed  bim  to  say  wbetbtr  be  was  /c/";-ban- 
(Jed,  but  In-  protested  tbat  lie  was  noi :  yet  at 
;he  trial;  beio'g  called  to  plead  and  hold  up 
bis  liiiid,  be  at;.-wt:rcd  Not  iiw/tij,  and  held 
up  bio  lelt   band. 

[Fbese  cs(:cllent  suggestio'is  must  not  hftw- 
evtr.  be  looked  upon  as  recommending  medio- 
al  witnesses  to  take  sides  on  a  trial:  f o  ,  as  it 
las  been  lemarktd,  "  We  are  s  .rry  to  see  tbat 
whenever  a  medical  case  comes  befoie  a  jury, 
Hie  evidence  t<  r  tbe  prosecution  and  dcl'enco, 
■.\ith  reference  to  tbe  medical  questions,  varies 
so  much,  as  r  ;a!ly  to  cover  tbe  pr^  fession  with 
dcsiision.  The  reasoa  is,  that  the  medical  wit- 
nesses too  often  take  a  barrister-like  view  of 
their  position,  and  adopt  the  side  on  which 
they  give  evidence.''  (n)  Dr.  Heck,  in  comment- 
iiig  on  tlie  impropriety  of  favoring  one  side, 
or  being  driven  by  a  cunning  lawyer,  into  ta- 
king sides,  o''S3rves  correctlv  tbat  tbe  medical 
rtpirt  n)entl(.ned  in  another  place,  would,  by 
its  adm's-ion  as'^evided-'C,  protect  tbe  witness- 
es against  the  danger  of  appearing  biassed. (6)] 

Anotlier  circumstance  connected  with  vio- 
lent death,  or  ^u!b'"asuMy  demand  an  irique&t, 
.-Iiould  always  be  kept  in  remembrance, — • 
Tbat  it  is  iridictalile  to  bury  a  mm  who  dies  a 
vlob'Kt  death,  befoie  tbe  cor.iner's  inquest  baa 
sat  upon  bim.  Now,  I  have  known  instances 
wliere  medieal  men,  sympathising  in  tbe  feel- 
ings of  the  fiiendi  of  a  suicide,  have  agreed  to 
Conceal  the  cau-e  of  death,  so  as  to  evade  the 
coroner's  inquest:  but  althoagb,  in  such  cases 
no  luicomfonable  results  have  f  dlowed,  yet,  if 
inforraation  of  tlie  fact  had  been  lodged  with 
the  c  ironer,  tbe  surg^^on  would  have  been  tried 
as  an  accessary,  Oo  the  oilier  hand,  if  a  medi- 
cal man  fed  liimself  ii  jared  by  the  conduct 
of  a  Coroner,  be  has  his  teiiedy  by  an  action 
at  law  :  i\  r  a   coroner   may    be    punished   for 


(<;)   L'lnibm  I/mcet    vol.  l.lf^!5.    p.  47.). 
(b)   Med.  .Iuri.~ prudence,  (ith  ed.  v.  2,  p.  GOS 
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ijuif-condiicf,  -y  li<ie.,  ^1!  Jji"-"  rnient  or  rti'in.'va!; 
and  the  iiiirn:  I'l' sm  ii  ij"o.-.rt  rusy  ti'so  bo  nU'p- 
jiOii  iV'j  niisuiHi-Mg-'rii- r.t.  TliUH;  if  a  cor^-rK r 
titk<  ar!  i.'iquihiiion  witiitut  viewing  the  buiiy. 
hf;  is  ciiniirmily  to  u'!;inu-,  fur  iho  view  asi-fr- 
tijins  flie  c  lupe  of  the  dtai)',  anu  an  iiioci-i 
liou  loust  be  taken  .<upci  V:xvin  ccrporin  (ilIv. 
An  j(it-:a'.!-e    Jj>    nientior:ei]    i»i   the    bodk?!,    in 


mciit  of  {ihysicians  to  ccuonerblnps.  There  is 
i;()  doubt  ti.afc.  were  he  now  living,  he  would 
exprfss  a  difTcrent  opiriion,  iu  view  of  the  sen- 
sible change  which  is  tulung  place  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  relative  to  this  n. alter  As  this  is  a 
subject  of  great  interest  to  the  profession,  and 
vfhioh  tfe  coroner  waf>  cmimilt.d  t<.  prisno.  the  couimunir.y  at  large,  we  wilUpeak  ofit  at 
and  lined  40><.,  bK(!au:e  he  refu-cd  to  v!»-w  -lie jlt-ngth,  at  an  early  opportunity.] 
tody  utiU'Ss  he  was  paid,    (or  hintSfl".    G.<.  Sd.,'; 

jij.d'i'oi-  his  e'oit.s,  2t:   lOu.  Iftbe    ce)r(ner  utej     Gentleorifn.  I  cannot  conrdudo  thsse  remarka 
f.iiv  eoriiJpC  ii  tluetC'^   vi»h£)ju*y,   if  he  (o.i-   upon  l he  coroners  court,   and  iipnn  the  duties 


vtal  fed<i>y.  he  sr.all  be  fir:<  d  abd  tuff' r  one 
jtur'j  irjipris^irioent.— a  puni.-hinent  wh'ch 
wa.s  ii.fii<;!ed,  in  j  art.  in  Lord  Buckhumst's 
eai>e,  where  the  curoner,   nor,  havi;  g  retnrni  d 


'ji  rrifUical  practitioners  when  witnesses^  at  in- 
tniestH.  wilhoui  ag.iin  referriug  to  the  Act  piis- 
Ked  in  the  laj^t  ^es^ion  for  the  remuneration  of 
medical  wiin?S!-e8  on  these  ocf-a.-ions.  The  pro- 


hiS  iiiqui.  i  ion  of  nnnl.T  to  the  next  ga.  I  de-  i  fessiim  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  JVIr.  Wak- 
liv.  ry,  int.  .-u^ij  r..',-s-d  it,  was  ditcharg^d  !  lev  on  this  account,  and  1  cor.sider  it  an  act 
(te^ii)  his  (ftice,  and  tned  one  hundred  pounds.  I  of  justice  in  me  to  bear  public  testimory  to 
As  CH-cEOiS  may  be  tlecled  by  writ  e/c  coro/Kj- j '.he  importance  of  the  tasli  which  he  has 
tore  ilfgeado,  so  they  may  b;  removed  by  writ; achieved.  The  Act  confirms  the  authority  of 
de  cooiidiore  exoiierainlo,  for  any  rea-onable  j  t'ae-coroner  to  summon  medictil  witnesses,  and 
cau.-e  ahei<;ned  in  the  writ,  and  new  coroners; it  arms  hiLa  with  power  to  direot  tiic  perform- 
jr.ay  lie  elected  in  tiieirstoad.  And  this  n:ayianoeof  poMt-n:oitcm  examinations  by  them, 
be  dine  lor  several  eaut^es.  Thus,  if  a  coroner  j  e.x-if-pt  iu.  instances  M'here  a  person  sh;ill  come 
h«  so  much  eng!ig'-d  in  other  );nb'ic  butincs«i  forward  and  state,  upon  oath,  that  the  medical 
in  the  eoiintry  ;hat  he  ha.s  no  Itisme  to  aitetid  ;  witness  so  summoned  had,  in  hi.-t  attetidiince 
to  his  (  ffioe  of  c<  roner,  or  if  h;-  !;e  disabled  at>d:  upon  the  deceased,  partly  or  entirtly  cauted 
broken  witii  age,  or  ^t^;ck'.•n  with  p;il^'y,  or  any  'his  death  o-.ving  to  his  inpropfT  or  negligent 
oth.  r  inveterate  dJtea.'^e,  if  lie  d^ed  in  the  ex- i  treatment.  It  aiso  authori.ses  the  jury,  or  a 
treiiie  purtti  01  iliC  eouity,  50  that  he  carinolj  u):'j"rity  of  it,  to  reejuirc  t'.-e  corouer  to  sum- 
convcniejLJtly  eicrci&e  the  duties  of  his  tltice.      mon  aiditional  medi.  ai  evidence,  if  the  fir?-t  is 

jnot  a-itisfaetory.    But;  the  n»o-t  iuipoitant  clau- 

[The  removal  of  coroner.-,  in  this  State,  isises  (d"tlie  Act  refer  to  the  remuueratioa  of  the 
provided  fur  by  the  lOrh  Article  of  the  Consti"!  medical  witnesses.  1  will  therefore  read  these 
tution,  section  1st.  (a)  ]  j  as  they  stand  in  the  Act  :— 

"3.   Fees  to   Mediml    Wiinesaes^    arid  Funds 

From  these  remarks,  Ccntlcmen,  you  vfull  for  their  puyment.  —  Axi^  be  it  further  enacted 
be  convinced  not  only  of  the  imporcance  of  f  That  when  any  legaily  qualiiit^d  medical  prac- 
the  duties  of  the  ceuoner  to  the  public  welfare,  I  titicner  has  attcnied  "upon  any  Ci-roners  in- 
tut  (f  the  grcar.  neoesMty  for  discretion  and  |  quest  in  obedience  to  any  such  order  as  afore- 
judgnontia  n,edioal  practi  ioners  who  may  belsaid  of  the  coroner,  the  said  practitioner  shall 
calif d  to  deliver  testimony  before  him;  tlieim-';  for  sucli  ai'endaDC3  at  any  innuest  in  Great 
portance  of  preserving  notes  of  the  evidence!  Britain  be  cutitied  t;  receive  such  remunerA- 
deliveved  before  the  oortuie;-.  and  the  Ciiuti!m|  tion  or  fee  as  is  meutioned  in  the  table  marked 
itquisite  in  giving  that  evidence,  seeing  that;(B.)iu  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed:  and 
it  may  be  euiploytd  in  cr(  S;-exdmina'ion  on:f,,r  any  inquest  held  in  Ireland,  the  s-iid  prac- 
the  trial;  and,  finally,  the  danger  of  contuma-i  titioner  shall  b::;  paid  in  the  manner  provided 
ciciusoess  to  the  authority  of  this  court  1  think  ■  by  the  laws  iu  force  in  that  pare  of  the  Unit- 
t>  at,  from  these  facts,  I  may  venture  to  say, '  ed  Kingdom  ;  and  the  coroner  is  hereby  requir- 
that  it  would  be  neither  advantageous  to  the^ed  and  commanded  to  make,  according  to  the 
public  nor  the  prvf-^-sfion.  were  the  olSce  to  be i form  mai'ked(C.)  in  the  schedule  hereunto  an- 
filied  by  medical  men.  If  a  practitioner,  who'iu-xcd,  his  order  for  the  payment  of  such  re- 
is  also  a  coroner,  have  much  employment,  ifjmuneration  or  fee,  when  the  inquest  shall  be 
he_ practice  iriidivifcry  more  especially,  it  is;  heid  in  Great  Britain,  and  such'order  may  be 
evident  that  either  the  public  service  mu-U.  suf-;  addressed  and  directed  to  the  churchwardena 
Itiv  or  bis  patients  must  be  neglected.  In  truth  |  and  overseers  of  the  parish  or  place  in  which 
as  iong  ai  the  services  of  the  protWoion  are :  the  de  a' h  has  happened  •  and  such  church  war-' 
nece^^arilJ  at  the  command  of  the  public,  ?he;deiis  and  ovorset-rs,  or  any  one  of  rhem.  is  and 
oiticcs  of  &  medical  practitioner  and  of  co-  are  hereby  required  and  commanded  to  pay  the 
roner  are,  in  my  opinion,  comprcttdy  inconipa-;sum  oi"'  Q.e.ney' mentioned  iu  such  order  ot  the 
*'^^-'®-  coroner  to  the  meelical   witness  therein   men- 

[Prof.  Thomson  is  probably  the  only  media-l  ti'Jn«d>    out  of  the  funds  collected  for    the  re- 
,..,£.  ,  ,  ,,  .        lie!  of  the  pjor  ot  the  said  place, 

aljunst  0.  note,  who  condemns  the  appoint-       ,4   FeeLtpnuable  for  a  po^t-mortem    Ex- 

. _  ominatioa  instituted  without   Order  from  the 

(a'/  Key.  Sfatutc?,  vol.  3.  Coroner. — Provided  nevertheless,    aad   it   ba 
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furtlier  enactciJ,  i  hat  no  oi  der  oi'p  13  mcut  fcbaU 
be  given,  cr  fee  or  rerjiuneration  paid,  to  anj 
medical  pracritioDer  f(;i-  iho  }  crformatice  of 
nny  pcst-niorteni  txamiria!i(m  wluch  nujy  ba 
irKrtitutfcd  W'iihout  the  [  reviuus  direotii'ii  01.  (Jn'. 
Coroner, 

"5.  lit  que:  1 6  on  Bodies  of  Perso7is  (hjirif;  in 
Public  Ii,:-it.itutioiis. — I'nvided  also,  and  be  it 
iuitLer  er.aoitd,  I'l'at  wht-ri  any  itqup^t  shall 
be  huldtn  oa  tl.e  hidy  <if  any  persoti  who  ha^ 
di*'d  in  at.y  piib.ic  hospital  or  iiifirntaiy,  or 
in  any  building  or  place  btlmgin;^  thereto, 
or  u«'d  for  ihe  i<"cepti(.n  of  the  paiifcuts  thereof, 
or  who  has  died  io  any  county  or  o'hcr  iuDatic 
sisylum  or  in  any  publicinnrowiry  or  otherpub- 
]lc  iiiedioHl  inhiitotiori,  whether  the  came  be 
supported  by  er.dowoieuts  or  by  voluntary  sub- 
fcriptiune,  ihm  and  in  such  ease  nothing  h€re 
in  t  ontained  shall  be  consiriied  to  entitle  the 
nifcdiia!  <'l&cer  whose  dat.y  it  niay  have  btou 
to  attend  the  defeased  pertou  as  a  medical  of- 
ficer of  such  in5=tlcuti('n  us  af,  resnid  to  the  fees 
or  reniuncrai'.u  herein  pruvidod. 

'^  Penalty  for  neglecting  to  attend. — And  be 
it  further  enacted,  That  whore  any  order  for 
the  aitcndancc  of  any  nudical  praetiti(;}\er  8,s 
afoi•e^aid  elad  have  been  personally  f-crved 
upon  such  prnetitioijer,  or  where  any  such  or- 
der nut  personally  served  shall  have  been  re- 
ceived l)y  any  roedic  al  practitioner  in  sufficient 
time  for  him  to  have  obeyed  tuch  order,  or 
Tihere  any  such  trier  has  ber-n  sirved  at  the 
residence  of  any  medical  praetiiionor  ;■  and  in 
every  cas.e  where  any  medical  practiuoner  has 
not  obeved  such  order,  lie  shall  lor  such  neg- 
lect or  disobedience  forfeit  the  f>tira  of  five 
pounds  sterling:,  untn  complaint  thereof  made 
by  the  coroner  or  any  two  of  the  jury  before 
finy  two  justices  having  jurisdiction  iu  tiiepar- 
i>h  or  pbice  where  the  inquest  under  which 
the  order  issued  was  hcid.  or  in  the  parish  in 
which  such  medicalpfnctitioner  resides;  and 
such  two  jut<tices  are  hereby  rf  quired,  upon 
such  complaint,  to  proceed  to  the  bearing  and 
adjudication  of  such  complaint,  smd  if  sue" 
medical  practitioner  shall  not  show  to  the  sai 
justices  a  good  and  sufficient  cau^e  fur  not 
having  obeyed  such  ouler,  to  enforce  the  ta'd 
penalty  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  ofxender's 
goods,  as  they  arc  empowered  to  proceed  by 
an  act  of  parliament  for  any  other  penalty  or 
forfeiture.'' 

The  table  of  fees  awards  one  guinea  to  ev- 
rry  legally- qualified  medical  piaccitionerfor 
giving  evidence  at  any  inqu(-st  whereat  no 
}  o^t-mf■rlem  examination  has  been  made  by 
6uch  practitioner,  and  two  guineas  V7here  the 
exarnination  has  been  made. 

Now  few  Ac's  of  i'arliament  are,  so  far  as  1 
can  judge,  more  simple,  and  yet  mere  explicit 
in  their  various  enactments,  than  this  Act  ytt 
the  parochial  runotionaries  of  St.  I'ancras 
have  rtfusod  to  pay  the  first  demand  which  it 
authorized  the  coroner  to  mal>'0  upon  them. 
Now,  it  has  been  sai;!,  that  the  fees  to  medical 
witncsees  ought  to  have  been  takon  out  of  the 
county  rates  instead  of  the  poor  rates,  'i'ij's  ]v 
a  question  which  1  will  not  pret.nd  to  decide  ; ; 


j  but  as  the  law  now  sfan^Js,    1  eannot  Conceive 
upon  What  grounds  liu'  pariichial    au'horitiea 
can  lef'uKe  corrpiiiinee  with    it    1  hey  may  en- 
deavour, by  a5plic::t  on  to  Paibamtuf,  tosLdft 
ihe  payments  of  the.-e  fees  t(!  ti;e  county  latew 
but  uotil  such  a  chHnge  i«  eff.-ctfd   the  iaiv  is 
imperative,  nnd  i  cannot  ^ec  iicw  it  can  be  le- 
galiy  resisted.   It  has  also  bti-n  contmded  that 
the  medieal  oiSji  rs   of  public  mcdicjil  institn- 
tions  oufi^h;.  ro  be  remunerated  for  tlie'r  atten- 
dance u{)ou  inquests  held  on  the  boilies  id  per- 
sons who  iiave  died  in  those  ins*!'  uti' us.    1  otre 
appears  to  be  susie  ju-ilicc  in  thi-  o>jection  to 
the  Act,   \yhvch   declares    that  those    m-edirsal 
i.fiicers  t-hali  receive  no  remuneration  ;  but  on 
reJiectitig  nnipe  (do.-^tly    upon  this  provision,    I 
iim    satistiid   that  it   is  corrccr,    ani'hatthe 
granting  of -'^ecs,    iti  such  cases,    to  the  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  c-f  public  medical  institu- 
tions,   would  open  a  door  to  nnaierou^  al,'o^e•l. 
in  ail  ca  es  of  death  in  nosj  i:als  in  which  tho 
p>;St-mortem.  esamin  iiou  is  p<rrn.it^ei   by  the 
iriendtj  of  the    deceiised,    these  are   corjstuiitly 
made,  and  therefore,  it  would  be  absurd  to  fca 
the  operators.     Were  fees   pa'd  to  those  mo  U- 
cul  (;flicers  when   inquests  are  hell  ui\  bodies 
I  <;fpersoi!S  dying  in  .ublic  irs.stitutions,  I  sboui  i 
'not  hesitate  to  predict  thut  t'.ie  numh'jr  of  in- 
quests would  far  exceed  that  which  ha;  hithev- 
tij  been  h'.ld  in  tbo^e  in  titutioas. 

[Although,  the  statute  of  this  State  direct 
the-Cf.roKer  to  summon  a  physician  to  attend 
professionally  at  an  inquest,  it  does  not  pro- 
vide for  his  remuneraticn.  Several  uusucces.?- 
ful  attempts  have  been  made  to  secure  such 
an  act  of  justice  to  the  profession.  A  numer- 
ously signed  petition  to  that  effect,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislatuic,  during  the  se.s.^ion 
of  1842-3;  but  its  re^nionstrances  were  ut'erly 
diregarded.  Ab'ut  the  same  time,  the  mem- 
bers of  tho  Mi'dical  Societv  of  the  County  of 
Kings  adopted  the  spirited  determination  ex- 
pressed in  the  following  resolution  : 

'■'■Jic^olued.  That  inasmuch  as  the  Supervi- 
f^eu-s  will  not  allow  more  than  live  dollars  to 
any  physician  f-r  an  autopsic  examination, 
i'herefore,  we  will  not  attend  any  Coronei's 
Inquest  professionally,  unless  th-j  sum  of  twen- 
ry-five  dollars  be  aUo.ved  as  a  fee  for  each  au- 
top.SiO  exami:  ation." 

Every  practitioner  should  be  aw.ire  that, 
although  a  coroner  has  the  posver  to  compel 
his  attendance,  still  he  cannot  force  him  to 
touch  the  body;  consequently,  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Kings  County  gentlemen,  is  as 
>a.fe  as  it  is  proper,  and  should  be  strictly  ad- 
hered to  throughout  the  Siaie,  until  the  juet 
demands  eif  the  profession  be  complied  with. 

Georgia  is  tho  onU^  State,  we  b<^lievc,  whore 
medical    witnesses   are  allowed  fees    by  law. 
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An  iii!t   was  p■■:8^fc(i  at  the  iasc  hcssiun  of  lui 
Legislature,    whic'i  jrovides  that — 

"It  flail  be  lawful  f(T  cve)y  {Ins'cian  (r 
Burgecic  who  nh-<\\\  be  summoLtd  by  the  coru- 
rer  (r  theiiff  of  the  cuiuity  to  make  a  pi'wr,- 
m'Ttern  exa,ii.inati(in  fcrr  the  irifoncation  (  f  ju- 
riefi  of  ii.qu.;tyt,  to  ch;ir^e  atnl  rcceiv.^  fn»n\  i.lie 
tr<  aiiicr  of  tiie  counSy,  tbe  eunis  fi  liowing. 
to  wit :  —  1  <ir  (vich  post-rm  rtt- ni  exarninaiioD, 
vtheu  dcith  hi,s  rtsultfd  from  exrcivial  vio- 
lence, whrve  r.o  d's-sc  ctiors  in  n  qiiireii,  the 
tutn  of  tm  (b  liar.-;  for-  vl  e  .'ame,  viliere  dita^c- 
tion«i  neecs  aij,  and  wl:erc  i  oiistcrment  (f  ihi' 
body  has  botn  made,  twenty  dollars;  for  the 
88iiie,  after  one  or  more  days'  iuterment,  thir 
ty  d'lllars;  for  the  same,  when  any  ehemic-al 
aniily&is  id  required,  the,  sum  of  iii'ty  dollaj!^, 
and  the  expense  of  such  iuisily  i^  :  Provided, 
that  tlie  compensation  allowi-d  in  this  act. 
f.hall  not  extend  to  more  tf ai  one  p!iv?ic'.aii.. 
for  each  poit-mortem  examination. " 

The  Southern  I\li;dic;il  and  Surgiotl  Jour- 
nal rr.akes  the  sul-jo'ned  excellent  ob;erva 
tions  upon  this  euacticgnt:  — 

"We  are  pleased  that  this  tardy  act  oT  jus- 
tice to  die  medical  prolession  has  been  done  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  we  are  cinstrained  to 
Fay  that  the  compcii-atioi  for  post-mo:teni  px- 
nminationa.  where  ciiemical  at.aly^ia  i.s  r'.  quir- 
ed, is  f  n'irely  inad  qu  lu;.  In  a!mi)st  tv^ry 
case  of  tiiis  kind,  the  entro  respunsibiliry  is 
thrown  upon  the  phy.sician.  Upon  the  corn.ot- 
ness  of  his  analysis,  the  roputaiion  ai'd  life  of 
the  accu.^ed  depend,  tlis  (''linion  alone  deter- 
mines the  q-.KStion  whether  or  not  a  crime  lias 
been  committed.  To  pluoe  a  man  under  suuit 
a  wei;jht  of  le-ponsibility,  an  1  then  to'ofiVr  to 
compensate  lii:n  for  fifty  d<  liars,  shows  a  veiy 
low  appi-eciiiUwa  of  ilie  proi'C'.-ion,  or  a  ver^ 
extravagant  estimate  of  the  value  of  mon-y 
We  hope  that  this  part  of  the  law  will  be  litre- 
after  amended,  and  a  more  adequate  compen- 
sation aTowed.  We  are,  h(;wevcr,  muc!«  grati- 
fied that  the  obligation  ofilie  comrnuniry  to 
compensate  physicians  for  services  rei  df-red 
the  [iublio  has  been  thus  recognised.  This  re- 
o^ni.ion  is  doubilc-s  due  to  the  organization 
of  the  professii-n  which  has  been  goir^g  on 
throughout  this  country  for  the  last  three  or 
four  years.  The  same  means,  if  properly  u^cd. 
will  procure  a  further  recognition  of  the  obli- 
gation wiiich' the  pubTc  me  under  to  phjsi- 
cians. —  Juurnal  fur  July.   1850.] 

With  respect  to  the  general  attenlance  of 
"witnesses  in  courts  ofjusiice,  the  same  com- 
pulsion which  enforces  that  of  ordinary  wit- 
nesses weighs  equtilly  upon  medical  men  ;  ""tha 
atttndance  i^f  a  witness  in  civil  ca.-e-i  is  com- 
pelled (wiicre  the  wi'nets  is  not  in  cu>toiiy) 
by  means  of  a  tuibposna,  which  is  ajadii;iai 
writ,  commanding  the  witne-s  to  ajipear  at 
the  trial  to  testify  for  th!.-,  plaiatiif  r  defend- 
ant, under  puiu  of  forfeiting  100 /.  in  case  of 
disobedience.  One  writ  cannot-  cjutaia  the 
names  of  ra  jre  than  f  jur  witnesocs  :  ani  must 


oe  renewed  at  every  sul  S'  qumt  assizes  or  sit- 
tij'g.  if  the  cause  tie  inoJe  a  rcmunet;  but  if 
I.I  e  writ  coi:t;iiu  more  if  a-i  the  names  of  four 
Witnesses,  a  witness  who  is  ferved  with  a  sub- 
j  ocna  ticket  in  court  car  not  refuse  to  give  evi- 
dence. A  ^ub-[oe^la  lieU.  t,  which  is  a  copy  of 
ihe  writ,  should  be  m;.do  out  for  each  witness, 
and  must  be  Served  on  him  personally,  a  rea- 
sonable time  before  the  trial.  Notic:!  in  Ltn- 
<!on,  at  two  in  the  aftirno m,  ca;l  ng  npim  the 
ivituess  to  at  end  at  the  sittings  at  vVtBtmins- 
ter  I  n  the  kudo  dav,  is  too  shoi;*. 

"The  oiig'ual  should  l)e  shown  t)  the  wit- 
ness when  the  ticket  is  delivered  to  him.  It  is 
also  riqusite,  in  civ.l  cases,  to  tender  to  the 
ttic  wi  nc>s  his  reasi.'nable  ixpenses,  not  only 
of  g'liug  to  attend  the  trial,  hot  also  of  his  re- 
turn: for  although  he  may  refuse  to  be  sworn 
till  such  esp/nses  are  paid,  the  party  may  not 
chose  to  caii  him,  and  he  may  find  it  diihcuh 
so  g^;t  liome  agnn.  When  the  witness  lives 
vt'itiiiu  ilic  ii.lU  af  A!ort)ihty.  it  is  usual  to  de- 
liver one  .'^killing  with  the  subpoe;:a  ticket  for 
his  attetidance  in  Lonion,  or  Westminster. 
In  other  cases  the  sum  tendered  shoul  I  be  pro- 
joiti.'Ued  to  the  circumst:in;es.   Where  an  at- 

'  lachmctit  is  moved  for,  the  court  will  not  en- 
ter in  o  any  nice  caiculaii'm  as  to  the  expense 
but  will  Consider  whcther^he  nou-attcndance 
origi'iattd  in  obstinaiy 

'•Ir'  a  wit(  ess  wiiiully  neglect  to  attend  on 
tiiC  subpoen  1,  hs  is  guilty  of  contempt  of  court 

I  for  wbion  he  is  iiab  c  to  an  attachment. 

I  '  The  comiiul-(ry  prccjrs  in  criminal  caso.i 
is, — Fiisis  by  ni'ians  of  a  subj.ocia  issued  ia 
the  king'suaiiu!  by  th>j  jusdcoi  i  f  the  court  iu 
wliicii   the   oIf;nce    is  to  be    tiiei.     ihe  more 

'usuit  course   is,    secondly,  for  the  coroners  or 

justicei  wto  take  the  iiiUjrmntions,  examina- 
tions, an  j  deporiiions,  to  bind  ihe  witnesses 
under  the  statute  of  Philu'  avid  M\rv,  by  re- 
coguizance,  to  appear  at  tlie  next  gaol-deliv- 
ery, or  quarter  fts.-ioas   to  give  evidence.  The 

j.i-tiiOi  m<iy  t  ik'j  ih-se  reco^^uizaiices  ataxy 
tii»e  beio.e  the  trial ;  and  if  the  wiir.c-s  refuse 
to  enter  into  such  recojjrrzancv',  the  ju-tice  or 
coroner  may  commit  him,  or  bind  him  to  his 
good  befiaviour,  and  to  appear  .at  the  next 
j;aol-delivery  or  q-iarter  tessions  of  the  ptace. 
Even  where  an  oiiender  who  baa  escaped  from 
01  e  part  of  t'le  United  Kingdom  is  tried  in  an- 
oilior,  srviceof  a  sub^  coni.  on  a  witness  in 
one  part  of  tiio  United  Kingdom  to  pive  evi- 
dence in  another  part,  is  as  cfi'ectual  as  if  Ihe 
witness  had  been  served  with  the  subpoena  in 
tliat  [lart  of  the  Unite  i  Kin'rdom  where  he  is 
requnel  to  appear,  and  upon  default,  notified 
by  a  certificate  under  the  seal  of  the  court 
W'.cnce  tUe  subjoena  i-sued.  to  the  court  of 
Kii'gs  Bench  in  tngland  or  Irela  id  respcct- 
iV'-ly,  or  of  the  Hi}:h  Court  of  Justiciary  iu 
&co.iand,  he  is  liable  to  be  punished  as  for  a 
contenuit  of  the  pricess  of  those  courts  res- 
pectively, but  the  witness  cannot;  be  punished 
ti  r  adeiaulo  unless  the  reasonable  expenses  of 
Coining  and  attcndiri;;  to  give  evidence,  and  of 
returi  iog  have  1  een  ttr.dired  to  bim.  In  oth- 
er cises  i.^>e  witnisi  is  bound  to  obey  the  writ, 
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or  to  perform  the  condition  of  hia  recognizance, 
althouiih  no  e.Tpeose*'  have  been  tendered  to 
him,  for  the  call^  of  justice  are  paramount  to 
all  private  ctmsiderationa  and  cla^m'?.  It  is  a 
curiou-^  fact,  that  even  in  criminal  cases  there 
existed  in  England,  until  1702.  no  law  toe  )m- 
pel  the  appearance  of  witne-sHcs;  it  depended 
pn  themselves  to  obey  or  dl^.ibey  the  sammonf; 
there  was  no  legal  m^ans  of  compelling  a  man 
to  puf  himself  to  a  little  trouble,  even  when 
hia  evidence  was  required  to  save  the  life  of 
an  innocent  man.  In  cases  of  felony  the  legis 
lature  has  made  provision  for  the  expenses  of 
the  prosecution  and  witnest-cs. 

"The  law  protects  a  witness,  as  well  as  a 
party  to  the  suii-..  from  arrest  eundo  morando 
ft  redeuudo.  And  as  it  is  not  essential  to  their 
protection  that  the  witness  ghould  have  bt  eu 
eubpoenael,  if  he  has  consented  to  attend,  the 
■yrrit  ui-uaJy  allows  ample  time  for  this  (.lurpose. 

Such  are  the  regulations  with  re>p«ot  tu 
gcneial  witnesses,  and  they  refer  equally  to 
medical  witnesses.  1  he  extienses  of  medical 
■witnp8.«es  and  attorneys  for  loss  of  time  are 
generally  allowed,  but  there  is  no  mode  O' 
compelling  the  pajraent  of  them,  should  it  be 
refueed,  except  in  inquests. 

[In  this  State,  the  law  stands  that  there 
(shall  be  allowed  "  to  any  person  attending  a 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  a  court  of  ses- 
eion'^,  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  peopL?,  up- 
oa  request  of  the  public  prospfjutor,  or  upon  a 
subpoena,  or  by  virtue  of  a  recognizance,  who 
is  poor,  or  has  cr.me  from  any  other  state  or 
territory  of  the  United  States,  or  from  any  for- 
eign coi^atry,  such  reasonable  sum  for  his  ex 
penses  as  the  court  may  direct."  We  shoul  1. 
however,  find  no  fault  with  the  non-remunera- 
tipr)  of  medical  men  at  a  trial,  were  they  pro- 
perly paid  for  attending  coroners'  inquests. 

In  civil  proceedings,  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  a  witness  is  entitled  to  12  l-2ct8,  for  ev- 
ery day's  attendance,  if  he  is  from  the  same 
county,  and  to  2octR,  if  from  another  county; 
to  50cts,  for  attending  any  other  cmrt,  and  U> 
travelling  fees,  at  the  rate  of  4et8  a  mile,  if  h 
resides  more  than  3  miles  from  the  place  of  at- 
teudance,  going  and  returning. 

A  person  neglecting  to  obey  a  summons,  is 
amenable  for  contempt,  and  may  be  fined  at 
the  discretion  of  the  court.] 


jS^"A  serene,  tranquil  cast  of  counter  ace,  if  if 
follow  an  indiiferf  nt  or  morose  expression,  pre- 
cedes delirium  or  ppasms.  It  often  arises  from 
ppasm  of  the  muscles  which  raise  the  angle  ot 
?!i9  mouth. — Schill. 
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An  Essay  on  the  Opium  Trade,  Including 
a  sketch  of  its  History,  Effects,  Extent,  ^'c.  A% 
carried  on  in  India  and  China.  By  Nathaj( 
Allen,  M.  P.  (Lowell.)  Boston;  1<S50.  8vo, 
pp.  68.  From  the  Author. 

This  Esisay  contains  much  that  is  interest? 
ing  relative  to  Opium  its  cultivation,  prepara- 
ion.  and  more  particularly,  to  the  deleterious 
effticts  attending  its  use  in  smoking.  This 
diug,  exten>iively  cultivated  in  India,  is  pro- 
ourecH'rom  the  Papaver  Somniferum,  common- 
ly called  the  English  Poppy.  Its  intoxicating 
properties  were  known  as  far  back  as  the 
time  of  D.tvid  and  Solomon.  But,  it  is  only, 
since  Efjgland  by  the  V.as'z  India  Company,  haa 
lelied  fcolely  for  the  support  of  her  Colony,  on 
fhe  cultivation  of  Opium,  and  its  murderous 
trafBc  to  the  imbecile  Chinese,  that  the  attent 
tion  of  the  world  has  been  called  to  this  sub- 
ject No  less  than  100  000  acres  of  the  riol}. 
plains  of  India  are  annvially  sown  with  the 
opium  seed,  from  v/hich  40,000  chests  of  the 
'Irug  are  obtaintd,  yielding  <i  revenue  of  $15^ 
488,000  t)  the  Co  niiany.  anl  sending  to  a 
prem'Ature  grave  400,000  Chinese! 

A  few  passages  from  Dr.  Allen's  Essay,  will 
not  prove  uninteresting  to  qur  readers. 

'Prom  1704  to  1820,  the  amount  of  Opium 
exported  to  Cldna  varied  from  3.000  to  7.00Q 
■lip^ts  each  year  In  1824,  it  incrt-ased  to  12, 
63^  ohest,».  ani!,  in  1834.  to  21  7S3  chests,  val- 
ued at.  $14  454  193.  [n  1837.  it  amounted  tq 
hetw.'-fn  39,000  find  40  000  chests.  valued  ati 
$25  000  000.  In  1838  and  '9,  the  trade  was  se- 
rionnly  interrupt"d  by  the  more  decided  and 
efiiTient  measures  of  the  Chinese  to  break  up 
and  suppress  entirely  the  smuggling  in  of  opi- 
um. After  a  series  of  a|t.--rcatiur)s  between 
v.\^.  parties  reoresenM'ng  each  government,  aa 
well  as  some  m  )fe  violent  exhibit  ions  of  hos- 
'iiity,  the  Cbiueaa  fo;cf4  ^'he  mu'chants  to  sur- 
ren.lcr  wliat  Opium  they  hiid  on  hand,  and 
ilest'-oyed  the  whole,  amounting  to  more  thaqi 
20,000  chests.  This  lead  to  a  war  between  the 
iwo  nations,  and  the  negociations  for  settle; 
'nent  w^?ro  not,  entirely  brought  to  a  close  till 
August  1842  " 

''The  Opium  pipe  consists  of  a  tube  of  hea? 
vy  wo>d.  furnished  at  the  head  with  a  cup,  to 
collect  the  residuum  or  ashes  lei't  after  com- 
hnstinn.  The  bowl  of  the  p'pe  is  made  of 
earthenware,  of  an  ellipsoid  form,  and  seta 
down  upon  tfie  hole,  itself  having  a  rimmed 
i>rific(>  on  the  flat  side.  The  Opium  f-mokep 
'flways  li-'S  down,  and  the  singular  picture 
iiven  by  Davis,  of  a  'Mandarin  smoking  an 
Ofiium.pipe,'    drc^fed  in  his    official  rc^bes  ^^ 
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sitting  up  at  table,    was   pro'  ably  made  to  or-  ; 
der  by  some    artist    who  bad    never    ?eenariyj 
one  use  it.    Ljing  a-lorg   the  coiieh.    hehildii 
the  pipe,  apOy  called  yan  tsiang.  i.  e.  smokir.^; 
pistol,    by  'he   Chinese,    so  upar   to  the    lampj 
that  the  b-^wl  can  be  brought  up  to  it  wirhoat] 
stirring  him-elP.     A  lit'le  opium  toe  size  of  a 
pea,    being  taken    on  the  en  J  !>f  a  spoon-hfal- ; 
ed  needle,   is   put  upon  the   h)je-or  the  bo-wl.  j 
and  tet  on  fire  at   the   lamp,    and  inhaled   at  j 
one  whiff,    so  that  none  of  the  sia<;ke  shall  be 
lost.  Old  stnokera  will  retain  tbi^  breath  a  lv«Dg 
time,  filling  the  lungs,  and  f  shalipg  the  fume- 
through  the  nore.     The  ta.-^ro    of  the  balf-fl'iid 
extract  is  sweetish    and    oily,    sonifwhat    liko 
rich  cream,  but  the  errell  of  the  burning  drug 
is  rather  sickening.    When  the  p'pe  ha:j  burnt 
out,    the   smoker   lies   lisUess   f"r  a   moment 
■while  the  fumes  are   dissipating.'  arjd  thm  re- 
peats the  proce.«8   until  he   ha?   spent   all  his 
purchase,  or  taken  the  prescriV)eu  d  >se.'' 

"The  victim  inhales  his  all(itted  quantity 
and  his  senses  swim  around  him,  he  feels  of 
subtle  nature,  he  fl  lats  from  earth  as  if  on 
pinions.  He  would  leave  his  humble  ttitinn. 
bis  honest  toil,  his  comfortable  home  he  would 
te  great.  He  runs  with  eaee  the  paths  of  dis- 
tinction ;  he  distances  rivals  :  weahh  and  po-sr- 
er  wait  upon  him  the  mignry  take  him  by  the 
hand.  His  dress  is  costly,  his  fare  .--u'rptuous, 
his  homo  a  palar e,  and  he  revels  in  the  plea.s- 
nres  he  has  read  of  and  beli°vfd  to  be  fiction 
Music  sounds  through  his    iofty   halls,    pages 

a-ssembls  to  do  him  honor,  w.imiii  of  biijiht'.'st    ,        i     j     ,  „         -  .  .      -n  ,.         •» 

y„^r,„t„  tx^.,,^„  ^.„„„j    I,-  ,     v.„   ;,  „     1  '  hunclred    d  >  lars   is  secured,    and  wul  be  paia 

beauty  throng  ar.  una   bim,    he   is  no  lunger  >  .  r  1  •>.  •/?        .- 

•  -  i  over  to  the  .suec.-sstul  compeMtor.  or.  11  prefer- 

red,   a  gold  medal  of  the  same  value,   bearing 
'  a  suitable  in-critt'on. 


The  fill  wing  re.'-olution,  appen'!ed  to  the- 
Repoitoft^e  C<nimilteeoa  ilelical  Litera- 
fure,  wa-  ad(  ped  by  the  American  Medical 
A>soc'ation,  at  the  meeting  held  at  Circlnnati 
in  May  last. 

Resolved,  That  tie  sum  of  one  hvndrkd 
D^'>!.LARs,  rai-ed  by  voluntary  contribution,  b© 
'  ffered  by  this  A-sociatifn  for  the  best  experi- 
mental  e->ray  rn  a   subject   c<  nnected   either 

with   PHYSIOLOGY,   Of  MtUICAL  CHEMISTRY,   anl 

that  a  comn-Itree  of  rroven  be  appointed  to 
carry  out  the  objects  of  this  ret^olution  :  said 
commitree  to  receive  the  comp'-tiag  mrmrirs 
until  the  first  day  of  March.  18-51 ;  the  authorfc^ 
names  to  be  C(  neeab. d  from  the  committee  ; 
and  the  came  of  the  successful  con'petitor  al  ne 
to  be  announced  after  the  publication  of  the 
decision. 

Dr.  FRANCIS  G.  SMITH,   Pi  ilada  ,  Cbaimian. 
ALFRLu  STiLLE,  Philadelphia. 

FRANKLIN-   BACIIE,  " 

L    P.  YA.NUK.LL.  Lo'iisvL'lle.  Ky. 
"     JAMES  MoiLTRiE,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
'•     ROBERT  BKiDGES,  Pi.iladelpbia. 
'■     WASHINGTON"  L.  ATLEE,  Philadelphia. 

In  acc'^rdanee  with  the  above  resolution  the 
Chairman    gives  notice,    ttat  the   sum  of  one 


u 


poor,  lowly  and  despised,  but  a  tlemigod  .The 
feast  is  spread,  the  s-parkling  cup  filled  to  the 
brim  with  hot  wine,  and  he  rises  to  welcome 
one  whom  he  las  lelt  far  behind  bim  iu  the 
path  of  glory,  to  tender  bim  tiiom  hant  courte- 
sy. And  as  he  advances  a  sti-p,  he  reel.'^  and 
staggers  wildly,  and  competitors,  gue^t^,  mio- 
Btrels,  magniiiceTce,  all  fade  frooa  his  vision, 
and  the  gray,  cell  realiry  of  dawn  bre;iks  on 
his  heated  brain,  an  1  be  koo-vs  tliat;  all  was 
nought,  and  that  he  is  the  same  uaintless  crea- 
ture that  he  ever  has    been.    A  cold  shuider 


The  competing  memoirs  must  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Chairman  free  of  expense,  and  it 
.should  be  designatfd  by  fome  appropriate 
:  motto ;  the  authors  name  accompanjing  it  in  a 
«ealed  picket,  dfsisuated  in  like  manner  The 
-^I'ccess.'ul  essay  will  become  the  pr(  perty  <'f 
the  AsS:  elation,  and  in  ctse  no  paper  of  sufi- 
c'en'  merit  is  '.  ff-red,  thu  tiaia  will  ba  extend- 
ed for  an  ther  vear. 


o^i^otQo   !,;=,  ^^..v,«     „-,„v  o^  J    ™-^,-n         u    '      Afer  the    d-ci-imof  the   committee     the 
agitates   his  irame,    weak  ana    wort.hless   he         1    •        1    ^  •   •        1  ,      .  -n 

er«i.^  tv,^  <^;.     V,  ^  fl„j, -.,  -^i,,,"     u  '  seaiid  packet  con'anns  the  au'liors  name  will 

seeks  the  air,    but  floos  no  rerou    He  c^.nnot    ,  'j-.ii  °        /.  ^.      . 

+„>«  v,;o  ^■^^„,K^o  *■-.  u;,  «„ii:„  .  u„  •„       c    c        be  op^ned  in  tie  presence  of  the  Asbccjation". 
turn  nis  tooughts  to  his  calling,  he  is  unfit  for        -  -t  -      -  -  y 


Me  ''cil  Jour  :;1  t'lr*  uzVo  it  fee  untry  are 
requested  to  publish  the  ab  ive  Nonr-e  and  to 
aid  in  furthering  the  wishes  of  the  Association 
in  thl."  respect 

Francis  G.  Smith,  M.  D..  Philadelphia. 


exercise,  his  days  pass  in  tl  ith  and  ia  bitter 
remorse.  And  when  night  co'je^  in  gloom,  he 
seeks  again  the  sorceress  into  who^e  power  he 
has  sunk  and  whose  finger  mocks  while  it 
beckons  him  on  " 

A  Chinese  thus  portrays  the  e^^ets  of  opium  I  „„^^. . ,^-.^._ -^^-^^ 

Bmoking  :  '-it  exhausts  the  an;m-'il  spirits;   im- 1 

pedes  the  performance  of  bu«lne-s:  wastes  the'  JS®*  Spasms  of  sepeTa^e  muscles,  called -suA- 
flesh  and  blood  ;  dissipates  every  kind  of  pro-  'suUvs  tendiaum  f.occitatio,  are  not  dangerous, 
perty;  renders  the  person  ill-favored  ;  promotes  |  more  especially  in  children,  younj  persons,  or 
obscenity  ;  di^^closes  secrets;  vi<  late  j  the  laws:  1  in  hysteria,  hypochondriasis,  except  where 
att.ick'  the  virals  and  destroys  life."  :  they  pre.*ent  themselves  with  delirium  or  som- 

The  above  extracts,  will  give  the  reader  i  nolenoy,  as  in  the  nervous  stage  of  fever.  Ia 
Bome  idea  af  the  happy  manuer  ia  which  Dr.  |  such  ca.ses,  they  do  not  render  the  prognosia 
Allen  has  performed  his  task  :  and  no  one  will '  decidedly  hopeless,  but  they  indicate  great 
rise  from  ih-i  perusal  cf  bis  EsFay,  without  feel-  i  violence  of  the  disease.  Spasms  of  the  mu--cles 
ing.i  of  interest  and  sadness,  at  a  knowleJi»e  of}  of  the  face  are  much  worse  than  those  0^  the 
the  d,'?plorable  effects  of  the  O^jlum  Traie.—x.  jfitremiugs. — SchiU's  Semeio'o^-y,  page    76. 
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(For  the  Nouthen  Lancet.) 
I. 

THE  HYPOGASTRIC,    OR  HiGH  OPERA 

FOR  STONE  IN  IHE  BLADDER 


"'OH 


By  Vt'olfred  Kelsms,  M.  D,,  M.  P.  P. 

About  two  mrnths  since,  I  was  requested  to 
visit  a  poor  destitute  man,  aged  27.  .  He  was 
exm-inelj  w<?ak  and  attenuated,  Irorn  long  suf- 
fering, and  bad  for  several  veara,  Lil)i>red  un- 
der stone  in  the  bladder.  In  April  1818,  be 
was  operated  by  the  lateral  gection,  in  the  U- 
nittd  States-  the  pain,  he  aaid, -was  'awful,' 
and  that  be  vras  tied  up  for  a  cout-iderable 
time-  mucii  difficulty  having  been  experif  need 
in  extracting  the  calcu'us,  which  crumbled  t  - 
pieces,  and  convinced  him,  that  the  whole  of 
the  stjue  had  not  been  removed.  He  recover- 
ed, nevertheless,  after  t^onie  time,  but  was  stiil 
tortured  by  the  old  symptoms^  the  abdomen 
was  tense  and  {.-ainful  for  a  long  period;  a  red 
ppot  formed  at  the  umblJicus,  fiom  which,  a 
drop  or  two  ol"  urine  would  escape,  in  the  at- 
tempt to  nilGUirate  3  was  never  entirely  free 
from  fever  ;  impaired  a[  petite,  and  great  ex- 
hausiion;  under  these  tircumstances  ha  was 
operated  on,  in  Canada,  last  summer,  by  tlie 
liedo-vesical  method.  Ou  this  occasit  n,  he  wa.-. 
on  the  table,  nearly  or  quite  Ohe  liour  and  a 
half,  and  had  si.ffcred  extreme  anguish  from 
the  attempts  made  to  extract  ti;e  stone;  — anv3' 
once  more,  he  was  let  loose,  with  the  intelli- 
gence, that  it  was  impossible  to  remove  all  the 
stone,  as  it  adhered  to  the  bladder.  He  wa- 
now  iu  a  worse  plight  than  ever,  fur  to  ths 
many  severe  svniptoms  thxt  had  harassed  hiui 
fur  so  >OBg  a  time,  was  added  an  incessant 
dribbling  of  urine.  The  external  wound  hea! 
ed  in  part,  but  there  succeeded  an  ioabiiity  to 
retain  the  fajces  ;  the  LLidder  always  seemed 
full,  and  on  striving  to  micturate,  cxcremc  it 
mixed  with  urine,  would  be  voided  by  the 
urethra. 

t)n  sounding,  I  dietinetly  felt  a  calculus  ap- 
parently of  largo   size.    He   entreated   me  to 


p(;rf(>rm  some  kind  of  operation  that  might  re- 
lieve him,  as  he  was  in  constant  torture,  and 
could  0!:ly  obta'^.n  a  brief  respite  from  his  mis- 
ery but  by  large  doses  of  opium.  I  informed 
him,  that  there  was  but  a  faint  hope  of  recoT- 
ery  frtm  the  operation  ;  still  he  begged  and 
bf}scached  that  he  might  at  least  have  the 
benefit  of  tbiit  clianeo. 

He  was  rendered  insensible  by  the  inhala- 
tion of  chloroform  ;  1  then  introduced  a  probe 
with  «ome  difficulty  in  the  small  orifice  at  the 
the  navel,  and  pa-sijd  it  to  the  depth  of  three 
inches,  when  it  rested  upon  the  stone.  At 
once,  I  resolved  to  perform  the  high  operation, 
being  convinced  that  the  bladder  was  adher- 
ent to  the  abdominal  parietes,  A  grooved-guide 
was  passed  down  to  the  stone,  and  upon  it  a 
sti  a' ght  pointed  bistoury,  which  was  carried 
downwards  and  forwards  about  one  inch,  then 
raising  the  point,  it  was  lifted  out,  making  an 
f'Xternal  aperture  of  about  three  inches  :  on  in- 
troducing the  fliigt-r,  the  opening  in  the  blad- 
der was  found  to  be  too  small ;  a  probe  point- 
ed bistoury,  directed  by  the  finger,  was  carried 
down  to  the  os  pubis.  This  incision  allowed 
the  free  passage  of  the  forceps,  but  the  stone 
was  so  extremely  sofo  and  friable,  that  it  crum- 
bled in  the  grasp,  and  was  removed  piecemeal 
!.y  the  finger  and  scoop ;  to  remove  the  small- 
Qii  fragments,  the  bladder  was  thoroughly 
s} ringed  veith  tepid  water.  The  entire  process 
did  not  occujj  ten  minutes;  light  dressings 
were  applied  to  the  part,  and  ordered  opium  ij 
grs.  with  calo;i.el  iv  grs. ;  laxatives,  &o  ,  as 
were  defmed  require  J. 

To  my  surprise,  tlie  patient's  constitution 
rallied,  ai  d  in  one  month  he  was  so  farrecoT- 
!  rr-d,  that  ho  rode  some  twenty  five  miles  to 
ihe  country,  where  he  now  resides,  and  informs 
me,  that  he  has  never  been  so  well  since  the 
first  attack  of  liis  complaiut;  but,  that  the  u- 
rim  voided  through  the  urethra  is  still  loaded 
with  fsesal  matter,  and  that  much  the  great- 
fr  part  of  the  water  continues  to  escape  by  the 
unu^.  Even,  under  these  deplorable  circum- 
stances, he  ia  happy  in  comparison  to  his  pre- 
vious state. 

Rem.ikks. — After  a  careful  examination  of 
the  cicatrice  in  the  perineum,  it  was  evident 
that  the  external  incision  bai  been  much  too 
-mall,  its  ext<  nt'l  eing  less  than  two  inches; 
hence  arose   the   difficulty  in  introducing  tba 


NORTHERN  LANCET,  Jult 

forcepsTand  accounts  fur  the  poking  and  twist-  b^  a  ripple;  hut.  knowir.g  that,  he  had  been 
inff  of  wliich  the  poor  fellow  so  much  com-  on  the  boat,  his  brother  was  eent  to  search  for 
rlained    I  have  in  every  instance  made  the  ex-  ^^i^^'   but,   be  returned  with-u^.  any  tidings? 

^        ,  ,  ^      .  -vi     ,^  '.„r>/,    O'lce  more  he  returned  to  the  boar,   and  look- 

ternal  wound  as  extensive  as  possible,  prolong-  .  n  „      •  r      .•       \- 

.      ,   ,  c     ,    mg   carefully   in  every    direction,  dis^^overed 

inp  it  to  the  inferior  marcm  of  the  anus    &ucn      °         .  t.,  ^  x.  ^^        f.i     r    i      •      •   w 

ing  ii,  ij  mc  lujc  b  ^  j^,^j  laymg  on  tbfc  bottom  of  the  Lake,  in  eight 

an  incision  removes  all  danger  of  having  too  fg^t  of  waier:  where  he  mu>t  have  lain   half 

narrow&epaceintheiDtcguinents,  than  which  ^3  i,our^   if  not  longer,    when  he  was  br.-ught 

nothing  is  more  inconvenient  and  perplexing,  ^q  ^he  burface.    I  received  the  body,  it  was  ri. 

jn  the  manipulations  -with  tJ^.e   forceps;— you  ^\^l  and  cold,  Us  nlso  were  the  limbs;  a  bluish 

avoid  bruising  the  parts,  and  moreover,  escape  cast  was  spread  over  the  countenance;  the 

all  danger  of  luinar-B   infiltration   in  the  inte-  deep  solicitude  of  a  father  discerned  no  signs 

guments.  My  Brother,   Dr.    Eobert   Nelson,  of  Lfe— no  heat -tha  heart  was  &tilled— and 

who5e  succebs  in  Lithotomy  equalled   that  of  the   lungs  quiescent-no  m.re  would  I  have 

Martk-^eau    orDuDLET,    always   obtained  as  /^^/^^^^ip^t.f/he  P^«««»««  «f  lite,  if  he  had  been 

...           J     •  1      x   r         ^„  submerot;d  for  Revtral  -sears;   and,  had   I  not 

much  ppa.ee  as  possible,    and  without  force  or  =                     „    A             ,                  . 

^             *  suiue  Uay-s  prev:0U6  to  the  accident,    provl  ;ea- 

contusion,  would  remove  the  stone  with  won-  .^,j^  ^^^^  .^  ^^^  ^^^^  p,^p^^^  ^^  article  b,  Dr. 

derful  ease  and  celeiity.  |  Buchanan,  of  Ihibid-lpKia,   oa  the  subject  of 

The  subject  cf  this  report  would,  there  can  rggtoring  su.-pendt-d  animation  after  submer- 
be  no  doubi,  have  compktely  recovered,  had  gion,  we  shi  uld  have  consigned  the  holy  to  the 
not  that  unfortunate  recio-vesical  exploit  been  |  grave,  as  it  was  reCi^vered  from  the  Lake, 
achieved!  It  Is  indeed,  surprising,  that  any  I  The  bofly  b-.-ing  placed  on  a  bed,  seme  of 
Surgeon  pretending  to  fkill  as  an  operator,  the  ncigLbjrs  were  directed  to  rub  it  briskly 
should  have  recourse  to  such  a  method,  for  re- j-w'th  flannel  cloths,  an  order  which  they  obey^ 
lieving  any  ordirarv,  nay  even,  extraordinary  ,  ^d  «i'fa  great  reluctance,  from  the  thought  of 

-    .  T  1      "     .11    i.    ■  ^    ^e..  -„io     perfi  rminir  tiiis  iihce  in  a  coipse;    and  I  will 

case  of  stone.  I  IjUow  that  tne  name  of  a  ce!e-  1       .,    .,       ,  ,  -^i    , 

.,,  ,     .       ,     ,  dJmit,   that  I  somevnat  eriicrtamed  the  same 

brated  Parisian  Surpreou  v^iii  be  invoked  asau!      .   .  ,.  ...     ,  1  j  .  ■     ■  >  •. 

°  t.pnion;    bull,    I  would  tain  h(  pp,   and  urged 

authority,   yet  n>  man,   however  otherwise  re-- ^^  ^^  j.j.:^^^^^  ^^^  continuance  of  their  rxer^ 

nowned,  should  be  an  apology  for  ^uch  a  pre  Ijj.jny.   t^e  fnetion  wa.<  p-rseveied  in;  warm 

posterous  operation,    the  necessary  and  natu-  flannel  sheets  were  apidied  in  rapid  «uc.;efcSioni 

ral  result  of  which  is,  that,  the  two  cavities  of;  This  treatment  was  continued  for  thirty  or  for- 

the  bladder  and  lectum  are  laid  into  one!        ity  uiinuttf,  when,  we  were  gratified  hy  hear- 

This  notable  operation  has  been  once  before -ing  a  fc-eblemuimur  in  the  throat,   followed 

perfoimod  in  Canada  East,   and  followed  wi!h«^'"^  ^^t^'^'   by  a  slight  quivering  of  the    lips. 

the  same  result   that  attended  up-n  the  pre-  "^^^  ^^^^*''   |^owever    was  enveh-ped   in   doubt 

,.,.,,  ,       .  ,    J  and  1  b^curitv  tor  a  Ion 2  tine,   as  the  recovery 

sent  case— bo'h  individuals  rendered  wretcned  1      1  *f         j-  j  -• 

was  exert mely  slow;  the  tarditiess  depending 


for  life,    without  enjoying  the    remotest  pros- 
pect of  ever  being  relieved,  but  by  death. 
Montreal,  (Canada.)  July,  1850. 


(For  the  Northern  L\kcet.) 
II. 

Recovery  after  submersion. 


on  the  bu.-pen-ioa  of  the  ''peristaltic  motion," 
with  no  apparatus  at  hand,  nor  indeed  access- 
ible to  rally  it,  and  which  was  suspended  four 
hours,  very  near  co-ting  the  patient's  life  ;  an 
apparatus  which  should  be  in  every  family, 
as  it  is  iudi^p»n?able  for  other  purposes. 
Charlotte,  (Vermont.)  July,  1850. 


I 


J5-Q=*  The  fueling  of  the  patient  harmonizes 
By    Cliarles    MciXeil,    Esquire.       |wiih  muj^uular  drb-lity  f<ir  more  in  disea.-^es  of 

the  vascular  sjstem  and  blood  than  in  those  of 

1  the  nervous  svt-tem    In  the  former,  the  patient 

One  of  my  sons,   nine   or  ten  years  of  age,   fVcls  even  weliker  than  he  rpally  is;  whilst  in 

Vas,  on  a  Sund-iy  afternoon,  in  Au.^ust,  1830,   those  cases    where  the  dtrbility    proceeds  from 

'found  mis.-ing ;  on  enquiry,   I  ascerta^md  that  the  nerVous  sjbtem.    the   patient  either   does 

i,^  u^A  i.^,  1,  .,!„   •  V     4.  I  not  !tel  at  all   weaktntd,    or  but  sbsrhflv  so, 

he  had  last  been  seen  plavK.g  on  a  boat  Ivino;        ,  ,  .        .     c,  •  1  '^      ^i  ' 

I     J     b  ,     ,*  aiid  becomes    convinced   or  his  weabness  only 

-it  the   wharf.    The  day    was  calm,   atd   the  when  ho  attempts  to  move.  The  foimer  case  id 
i^fcters  of  Lake  Champla^n,  still,  and  unruffled  the  more  favourable. — ScUilL,  p.  71. 
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(For  the   Northern  Lancet.) 

III. 

WISDOM  OF  THREE 

KENTUCKY    DOCTORS! 

By  N.  W.  ISarlls^    M.  D. 


ber  oiparsoLS  e'^p^>v-ed  precisely,  and  in  tbio 
same  way  to  vet  and  cold,  one  takes  Rheu- 
uiatism — another  Pleuiitis — one  or  more  Pneu- 
monia—halt' a  di.zn  Catarrh,  &c,— andthd 
remainder  escape  entirely  1 

Sheiburne,    (Fleming  Co,  K^  )    July,  IBSOi' 


An  action  was  brought,  (and  tried  in  our 
Gircuit  Court  last  Apnl,)  by  the  owner  of  a 
female  blave,  against-  the'person  who  had  hir- 
ed her.  The  blave  whilst  in  his  po^sesai(in,  was 
attacked  with  tsovere  Inflimmatory  Rheuuia- 
tism,  which,  complainant  alleJged,  she  had 
contracted  in  conbcquen^e  of  unnecesf-ary  and 
improper  exp  )8ure,  and  therefore,  cliimed  the 
Buin  of  $700  damages. 

Three  of  the  leading  plnjsiclans  of  tlus  coun- 
ty w^re  introduced  as  wituest-es  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff.  They  testified,  that  they  had  ex- 
amined the  sla^c,  an-j  found  heS-  suff  rir,g  un- 
der a  b.  vere  foim  of  Inflammatory  Rhtuo^c:. 
tism,  and  consequently  that  the  expiisure  mu-t 
have    brcn   pr'opoitionaUij    t-cvere.      In    other 


(For  the   NoatiiEKN  L.\NCf.T.) 
IV. 

THYFHJ3,  AND    YELLOW  FEVER, 

By  J.  B.  C.  Gasso,  M.  D. 


The  phenomena  of  Typhus  and  Yellow  fe- 
veis,  plainly  indicate  the  intiodactiun  tif  a 
poison  into  the  system.  The  e{  i.^aslric  pain, 
and  naust  a  prectcdirig  a  par^ixysm,  are  caused 
by  the  presence  of  the  sulilmretted  hjdrogen 
of  the  atmosphere  in  the  btoniA'jh,  it»to  wliich 
it  is  received,  previous  to  entering  the  ciicu'- 
lation  ]  and  uiiaided  vomiting  will  frequently 
[rtveut  a  paroxism.    The  phjs'cians  of  Cam- 


pagna  di  Roma,  were  in  the  habit  of  pres- 
■words,  that  sbglit  exp^ru.e  was  likely  to  in-  j  cnb  ng  an  emetic  just  before  the  accession  of 
duce     if  it  indncid  at  !r),   a  flight  attack —   the  ixjj.  ccd    cLillasa  j,r.venive;    this  plan 


that  severe  exposure,  vr^^u'd  ocoason  a  severe 
attack!  In  fact,  notwithrtanding  a  oh.be  and 
rigid  cross-examitiation,  by  a  very  shiewl  ai.d 


succeeded  in  many  cases.  In  othi  r  instances, 
the  following  remedies  were  administered:  — 
ether  with  n utmeg- water ;  tincture  of  opium; 


tahnted  barister,  John  A.  MoClung,  Eq    of  ]  or  large  pordons  of  carbonate  of  ammonia,   in 
MaysviUe,  Ky.,    who  was  well  aware  of  their 
error,    they   per.-isted  in  making  the  prcdispo- 
siiig  cause   ^OTHING— and  the  excJing  caii.-e 
ivtuy  Thikg! — thereby  throwing  the  onerous 


inuratiun  of  ti.c  large  doses  of  Peruvian  bark 
iorn.Crly  given.  The  practice,  at  present,  it^  to 
order  xx  or  xxx  grains  of  Li-sulphate  of  Qui-^ 
liino  at  one  dose,  boiore  the  tiaill  or  paroxysm, 


duty  upon  the  defendant,  to  shuw  that  he  had  \-^vA    which  has  proved  more  successful    than 


not  improperly  exposed  the  slave  This,  he 
was  fortunate  enough  in  do'ng,  and  defeated 
the  plaii.tiff,  shielding  himself,  ttiereby,  from 
the  heavy  pecuniary  loss,  which  he  otherwise 
would  necest-arily  have  su-^tniued.  had  the  ju- 
ry admitted  the  unscientific  testimony  of  ihete 
Physicians-. 

I  was  present  at  the  trial,  and  had  at  the 
time,  in  the  peis  .n  of  a  lady,  under  my  ca^e 
«,  forcible  illustration  of  the  unphilosophical 
ieasoning  of  the  three  doctors.  She  was  then 
laboring  under  a  much  worse  form  of  the  dis- 
ease, complicated  with  cardiac  symptoms,  and 
we  Ciiul  1  not  trace  her  attack  ta  any  expo-^ufe. 
•  It  speaks  unfavorably    for  Kentucky    Medi- 


the  same  quantity,  in  divided  doses,  taken  in 
the  intervals  between  the  paroxyMus. 

If  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  is  not  directly 
expelled  Tiy  vomi-ing,  or  inJiicctly,  by  a  nar. 
cutic  or  stimulant^  that  will  act  powerfully  on. 
on  the  bkin  and  kidneys  j  or  perhaps,  neutra- 
lised in  tlie  stomach  by  a  large  dose  of  quin- 
ine, the  poisiiri  contaminatfes  the  blood. 

Its  first  effect  is  to  produce  pain  in  the  head 
and  spinal  region— thereby,  manifesting  that 
it  acta  first  on  the  nervous  system  ;  then  fol- 
lows the  chill,  or  pei'iod  of  depi'ess'on,  a  nat- 
ural consequence  of  the  previous  state  of  ex- 
citen;eat,  for  the  patient  often  feels  unusually 
well  before  the  head  (A  Spine-ache.    The  chill 


cine,  to  hear  her  Physicians,  in  the  middle  of  |  is  then  succeeded  by  the  burning  fever,  or  the 
the  nineteenth  Century,  giving  such  evidence.  :  period  (f  re-action,  and  the  eff  a-t  to  expel  the 
iFor  every  mUn  should  know,  if  he  does  not, —  i  poison,  which  is  accomplished  through  the  ex- 
that  in  various    inflammatory    &iF'  ction.s,    the  j  halents  of  the  tkin. 

predisposing,    is  of  more  importance  than  the        If  we  were  disposad  to  look  for  a  phenorae- 
■xciting  causa.    Else,  why  is  it  that  o  f  a  num-jl  non  in  particular,  to  support  the  opiaioa  of  th« 
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uiiit^y  of  'periodic,'"  we  might  htleoc  thai  ofle- 
Ver  ;  thus,  a6  the  tulpburetujd  b^drgi-n  does 
irot  he^in  to  (>]'Ci-ate  until  a  bufiicieJjt  quantity 
ia  introdu'oed  into  ih.i  fetvmtch,  aiid,  as  all  fe- 
brile difioases  affucting  ;lie  nervous  system  ob- 


(FoK   iHK   Northern   Lancjst.) 
V. 

CHYLOUS   DIARPiiiCEA. 


■"=°   '-'guiarif 
o  her  words,    it  teen-.a  to  be  the 


nerve  more  or  Ies8   ri  guiarify  ci  periods,   'jr  in 


foli- 


ar' 


find 


'iusjiiv''   rs;OV.  uieiiti: 


;Clion  of  the 
—hence,   tho 


law  of  the  nervous  pys-' era,   tiiat  ita   suffariugs 
fchould  he  periodic. 


4; 


f^atuoiiie. " 


Childhood  is  liable  to  a  species   of  chronlo 
diarrhcca,  that  has  proved  perplexing  to  many 


The  question  n;ay  be'atkcd,  what  is  the  ori-  practitioners.  Ihe  most  prominect  symptoms 
l^in  and  nature  of  fculpijureCteJ  hjdrogtul — !  a,re — tumidi'y  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  ; 
it  i«  a  vegetable,  isninial,  aiid  atncDt-phericflr  evaluations,  eopious  and  highly  offensive:  a 
giis,  and  which  is  easily  detected  liy  cheiuiual  pale  and  cadaverous  look;  great  prostratiou. 


analysis.  The  po;<uiai'  I'pibien,  wiiicij  is  gener- 
ally hut  an  echo  of  that  eijtertaiLcd  by  medi- 
cal men,  assigns  the  oiigin  of  fever  to  exhala- 
tions !'r*  m  the  earth  mixiDg  with  t!ie  air;  heftce 
Ihe  term  nwluria.  which  iit  almost  in  univeru'al 
u.-e  to  designate  the   cause  of  Typhus  and  of 


§S8. 


Treatment : — 

R.  Vin.  Gallicura,     Jbi 

U\a  pava,  q.  s. 
IlaJ.  Glycyrrliizse  cent., 
Sem.  Anisi,  Sij,  vel  iij. 
Mix  together,  and  macerate  for  three  or 
Yellow  fevers.  But,  if  io  this  term,  we  substi-'four  days,  o.casionally  shaking  the  whole. 
lute  t!at  of  Malphdis  hydrogenspheric-n\  The  little  patieot  should  take  a  somewhat 
woulu  be  far  more  coirec:  ;  aad  that  malphiiis  j^rge  do.e  of  hydrarg.  et  rhei.,  divided  into 
hydrogensphenc,  and  rot  malaria,  i*  the  cau?e  (j^-ee  portions  :  one  hour  intervening  between 
ut  Typhus  and  of  ^cliow  fevers,  i.  proved  by  ^ach,  and  followed  by  small  doses  ofol.  ricini, 
thefollowmg  ob.^ervatuns:-  \m  ^zi  operation  is  induced;  the  evaeuatioa 

Ihat  in  all  countries  and  localities  bi^np.atb  should  rescmlLi  "irog-spittle." 
the  angular  line  of  ihe  tropic  of  Cancer,  wherei  Immediately  after  the  action  of  the  cathar- 
'iyphu«  and  Yellow  fevers  prevail,  the  air  id|tic,  administer  the  above  ttncture  a  teaspoon- 
liot  jure,  being  loaded  with  nitrogen,  vegeta-  fal  ia  a  small  quantity  of  milk,  three  times  a 
ble  acd  animal  matters  in  a  state  of  decompo-  day,  for  a  child  six  or  seven  years  old, — tho 
sition;  all  rivers  runaiog  from  their  source  proportion  to  be  increased  relatively  to  the  ago 
to  the  ocean,    forming  the  hydrogen,    and  the;  of  the  patient. 

evaporlzatioa  from  the    earth,    producing  eul- 1      I  have  practised  this  plan  of  treatment  for 
phuretted  hydrogen  gas  :  and  that  a  change  of  irany  years  w-lth  the  most  signal  benefit. 


locality  generally  soon  effects  a  cure. 

Typhus  and  Yellow  fevers  are  prevented  by 
the  adoption  of  the  following  plan  : — fresh  air, 
rain-water  boiled  and  filtered,  in  place  of  that 
used  during  the  previous  affection;  by  these 
simple  means,  I  have  known  an  end  put  at  once 
to  these  fevers,  and  without  removing  the  pa- 
tient. To  favor  the  action  of  malphitis  bydro- 
genspheric  in  the  production  of  these  fevers, 
all  those  circumstances  tending  to  lower  the 
strength  of  tiie  constitution,  aad  to  lessen  the 
p>ower  of  resistance,  may  be  considered  a-i  pre 


Vermont,  June,  1850. 


(For  the  Northern  Lancet.) 
VT. 

STODY  NOT  NECESSARY. 


By  G.  C. 


Messieurs  Editors  :— Although  you  havo 


/e//;  want  of  proper  foid   and  clothing;  lastly, '  "^^^^'^  ^^^"  ^^^  ^'^^  become  entirely  extinct—^ 
the  depressing  p. ssions  of  the  mind.  |  ^"''  ^^'"'^  ^'^  occa.sioually  emits  sparkles,  even 

„,  r  y    ■-,        a-      ■  .31       tliough  SO  niiich  smothered  by  the  suffocatina: 

These   febrile   afiecuons,  are  prevented  by       ,,?,      „         .     ,   ,  t    •     .    .1  •     3         z 

the  avoidance  of  the  predisposing  causes,    and  ^■"'^''^*^'  «^  ^"^■•^"*  '"^«-    ^^ '^  *°  ^^'^  '^'"P^''*- 

of  the  proxTOiate,  or  tualphitis  hydrogenspher- ;  ra<^nt  of  your  natures  that  I  implore  you  to 

ic  influence  cf  the  place.  j allow  me  free  access. 


Thibodiius,  ^Louisiana  )  July,  1850. 


1  tell  you  that  this  is  the  department  in  a 
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man  that  is  of  value— that  it  is  the  particulai 
province  of  this  portion  or  element  of  our  com- 
plicated mechanism,  -when  ic  ia  untrammeled 
and  unfettered  b_y  the  clogs  and  restraints  of 
Bn  education,  to  un-lock  the  strcana  of  nature 
difl-rob5  mysteries  of  their  obaeurity,  and  iUu- 
mine  the  darkest  recesses  of  investigation. 

For  myself,  give  mo  a  man  just  as  he  was 
created— in  the  rough— ere  he  becoraea  be- 
dewed and  t-limed  over  by  the  exhalations  o\ 
lvnow!edj.e  I  don't  wi;  t  a  man  peaking  in  my 
insides,  and  talking  about  their  aftpearance  in 
his  technical,  un-intellijjible  gibberish.  Yes 
hands  off  of  me,  all  you  who  are  contaminated 
by  the  pollution  from  the  pe.atiferous  -and  (■•  f- 
roding  miasnia  of  mental  ouUnre  I  tt'll  you 
that  this  rea.ling  is  not  what  it's  cracked  uj' 
to  be — men  know  something  just  because  they 
know  it,  and  that's  enough  !— whether  it  tallies 
with,  or  runs  counter  to  thv<?  ex'^rnciatiog  ruloss 
of  lOgic,  is  all  the  same — most  things  come  in- 
to a  man's  pate  in  a  natural  way  !  The  idea 
that  it  is  necessary  for  a  fellow  to  puzz'o  his 
encephalon  by  a  tedious  perusal  of  book?,  to 
fit  himself  for  the  practice  of  medicine,  is  an 
antiquated  error — it's  all  gammon  and  moon- 
shine, and  can  be  maintained  and  proven  only 
by  a  resort  to  reasoning  that  is  inetiga'ed  by 
rule  ;  but  I,  for  one,  will  not  take  things  this 
way;  nor  will  any  others,  save  those  who  pos- 
sess addled  brains,  or  have  no  encephidon  at 
all— it's  a  mere  popular  and  fashionable  evi- 
dence of  hallucination  ! 

We,  natural  root  and  herb  doctors,  know 
quite  too  much  to  do  any  such  thing — we  are 
far  too  rouch  removed  from  lunncy  to  herd 
with  those  entertaining  such  chimeras  ! 

I  believe  that  there  are  other  fountains  of 
knowledge,  where  you  can  get  that  kind  cf  in- 
formation which  is  of  real  and  intrinsic  value, 
and  much  easier  of  access.  No  effort  is  neces- 
Bary  to  master  it.  There  is  a  sorb  of  affinity 
that  accelerates  its  imbibition,  so  much  so,  in- 
deed, that  nothing  short  of  an  effurfc  will  do 
to  keep  it  at  bay.  This  mode  consists  in  signs 
and  dreams,  and  I  obtained  about  all  that  I 
do  know  from  those  sources,  which,  I  dare  say, 
you  sneer  at,  very  much  to  your  dis-credit, 
however. 

When  I  discover  old  Argus  dining  upon 
grass,  I  view  it  as  almo?t  a  certain  indication 
of  a  storm;  and  if  added  to  this,  the  ladies  all 
emerge  from  their  domiciles,  and  like  confused 
beee,  go  bustling  about,  I  predict  a  spell  of 
bad  weather,  with  positive  certainty.  Your 
much  talked  of  bavoaietcrs,  in  point  of  accu  " 


lacy.  a'n't  a  cir.  uaistance  to  it!  Only  think 
what  a  saving  of  time  and  study!  But  i  con- 
sult my  Alraan!5C,  of  course,  as  I  look  upon  ifc 
as  an  excellent  book,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  one 
whirh  a  body  wants. 

You  perceive  how  p;irt"culin-ly  desirous  I 
am  to  convince  you  that  it  is  all  nonsense  to 
throw  away  two  or  three  yeirs  in  preparing 
for  the  practb-jc  of  medicine  Such  s'uflying 
is  a  perfect  ignis  fatuus!  O,  horrible  pentd 
jf  incubation  of'doot  iral  degrees  -after  which 
one  is  considei  ed  but  half  tled;;e  1 ! 

Confine  a  man  who  hn-i  the  skill  born  with 
!iim.  and  the  ra^re  be  wili  read  the  ni'ire  h'g 
lirains  wil!  got  onlu-i^'i,  and  no  d>iubt  that 
many  will  lose  the  head  entirely.  1  once  de- 
voted ail  of  my  spare  time  in  a  week  to  anato- 
my, supposing  it  would  not  interfere  with  my 
practice --bless  me,  it  almost  ruined  my  seven 
senses!  It  was  surely  a  long  time  ere  I  com- 
plct^Iy  regained  my  equiiibrium — icdi-ed,  a 
few  of  the  traces  of  that  woek's  confoun'led 
doingx  are  even  now  bu^  t-vo  distinctly  visible  ! 

Essex  County,   Slay,  1^50. 


(For  the    Northi;rn  Lancict.) 

vn. 
EXTENSIVE  WOUND  OF  THE  THORAX, 

AND 

SUx«SEQUENT   RECOVERY. 


By  F.  J.  D'Avigaion,    M.  D. 


The  folhitving;-  report  of  a  most  severe  an^l 
expensive  wound  of  the  thorax,  v/as  at  the 
time  publi-ihed  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  request 
of  several  persons,  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, and  desirous  of  seeing  the  details  of  the 
case,  it  would  not   be  re-published. 

At  about  3  P.  M.,  on  the  21st  Nov.  1845,' 
W.  H.  Jones,  £et.  13,  a  driver  of  the  whimsey 
horses  on  the  Palmer  Ore-bed,  while  letting 
down  the  empty  ore  box,  into  the  pit  (30  feefe 
deep.)  was  ordered  by  a  miner  from  below  to 
stop  the  box  which  had  reached  four  or  five 
feet  of  the  bottom.  The  boy  seized  the  dog  of 
the  whimsey-sweep  in  order  to  throw  it  to  the 
opposite  side,  and  arrest  the  descent  of  the  box. 
But,  missing  hia  hold,  he  was  thrown  on  hid 
back,  hi.s  head  inside  of  the  ring,  and  the  feefc 
among  some  stones.  As  he  fell,  the  sweep  rt- 
volved  once,  the  dog  catching  the  lefi  «li>osv  ■; 
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It  tore  the  fle^h  between  the  forparm  and  hu- 
merus, and  was  thru  t  through  the  chest,  p-T^- 
sing  out  at  the  opposite  side,  and  pinning  the 
boy  to  the  ground.  The  dog  formed  an  angle 
of  28  degrees  from  the  swe-'p  to  the  earth,  and 
■was  fquare,  3  feet  long,  7-8  of  an  inch  in  dia- 
meter, pointed  at  the  end,  and  by  being  worn 
had  three  sharp  edges,  somtwbat  bent  within 
four  inehs  of  the  end, 

I  was  immediately  called,  and  found  the  boy 
in  great  agony  :  difficult  and  painful  respira- 
tion, the  iu'^pired  air  rushing  out  through  the 
wounds,  especially  from  that  of  the  right  side. 
The  left-side  wound  was  in  a  direct  line  from 
an  inch  and  a-half  of  the  nipple  to  the  umbili- 
cus. The  iron  after  passing  through  the  sliin, 
moved  about  two  inches  on  the  outside  of  the 
chest,  towards  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  en- 
tered the  chest  through  the  costal  cartilages. 
The  right-side  wound  extended  two  inches  1-4 
below  the  right  nipple,  and  in  a  line  with  the 
left  sterno-clavicular  articulation.  Two  inches 
below  this  wound,  was  the  opening  in  the  thp- 
rax.  The  lower  lips  of  both  wounds  were  drawn 
up,  so  as  to  close  in  some  measure  the  holes  in 
the  chest;  this  was  owing  to  the  bend  of  the 
dog,  and  to  the  resistance  offered  by  the  soft 
parts,  as  well  as  by  the  rjbs. 

The  chest  in  the  line  of  the  wounds  measur- 
ed around  2G  l-i  inches  There  had  been  bleed- 
ing from  the  nose,  but,  I  could  not  ascertain 
whether  it  proceeded  from  the  lungs;  prajcor- 
dia  tense  and  bloated;  patient  quite  rational 
and  inclined  to  converse;  great  thirst,  and  much 
fear  of  dying;  extremities  colcl,  and  the  pulse 
small  and  slow, 

I  dressed  the  wounds  of  the  arm,    retaining 

them  together  with  adhesive  strips;  lint  and 

earate  to  those  of  the  chest.    One  teaspoonful 

of  the  following  mixture  every  three  hours — 

E.  Antim.  pot    tart.     grs.  iij 

Tiobel.  Tincturse.     ^W. 

Menth.  ppice.  Sp.     m.  S7. 

Evacuation  from  the  bowels  in  the  afternoon 
previous  to  the  accident;  counter-irritants  to 
the  extremities;  warm  applications  to  the  arms 
and  legs;  water-gruel  for  drink;  I  left  the  pa- 
tient at  6  P.  M  ,  enjoining  on  the  friends  to 
keep  him  perfectly  quiet. 

22J. — 11  A,  M.  Patient  warm  ;  face  flushed- 
pulse  130;  restlessness  during  the  night;  res- 
piration not  so  painful  nor  difficult;  the  pain  | 
piore  in  the  right  side.  1  dressed  the  wounds 
of  the  chest,  and  perceived  that  the  left  one 
T^^p  j?)oii^;  urine  clearer,  voided  several  times; 


ordered  a  sdine  miifure.  to  be  taken  in  pmall 
doses,  tc  Icspen  the  fever,  and  act  on  the  bow- 
els; continue  antimonial  mixture. 

23d. — 11  A.  M.  Face  less  flushed  than  yes- 
terday ;  skin  moist  and  soft ;  breathing  no  bet- 
ter: pulf^e  110;  no  evacuation,  but  indications 
that  the  bowels  are  affected  ;  free  micturition, 
but  urine  rather  thick  and  muddy  on  settling. 
No  soppuration  of  the  thoracic  wounds;  took 
off  the  bandage  and  some  of  the  lint  from  the 
arm,  a  portion  of  it  and  the  adhesive  plasters 
remaining  ;  oiled  them,  and  re- applied  the  rol-. 
ler. — R.  Antim.  pot.  tart.  grs.  v. 
Menth.  ppta).  Sp.  m-  xv. 
Aqua.  §iij.  A  teaspoonful  once  in 
three  hours  ;  saline  mixtuve. 

3  P.  M    same  state;  slight  exacerbation. 
24th. — Patient  rested  well  last  night;  pulse 
110;  no    evacuation    as  was  expected;  great 
uneasipess  and   restlessness;  abdomen  tender, 
'e^-p^cially  towards  the  epigastrium.    Gave   an 
j  injection,  which  relieved  the  bowels  of  a  part 
of  their  consents,   especially  much  flatulence. 
He  feels  better  and  wishes  to  eat;  allowed  no- 
thing but  gruel ;  arm  doing  well;  some  suppu-: 
ration  of  the  thoracio  wounds ;  the  right  one 
j still  the  most  painful;  both  wounds  open,  and 
I  the  air  rut<hing  in  and  out  of  the  chest  through 
them.  Continue  the  antimonial  mixture,    and 
I  to  take  01   Ricini  in  the  afternoon. 

2.5 ih. — Castor  oil  has  operated  well  and  the 
bowels  remain  free;  less  pain  in  general,  and 
still  complained  of  his  rght  side  being  more 
painful  than  the  left;  feels  at  times,  a  darting 
paift  in  the  region  of  the  diaphragm,  at  the 
uj.per  portion  of  the  epigastrium;  continue 
the  gruel,  q.nd  allowed  some  weak  tea;  pulsq 
,  95  ;  wounds  looking  well,  and  on  the  whole  he 
J8  very  comfortable. 

26th. — Same  as  yesterday. 
27th. — The  cathartic  has  operated  well ;  the 
pulse  7G;  some  appetite,  but  no  change  ia  diet. 
28th. — 4  P,  M.  No  evacuation,  and  no  medi- 
cine prescribed ;  diaphoret-i?",  particularly  du- 
ring sleep;  pulse  75  to  80  ;  feels  hungry,  give 
him  during  the  night,  a  cracker  avid  weak  tea. 
The  right  side  of  the  chest,  between  the  pit 
of  the  stomach  and  the  wound  seems  mi  re 
swollen  than  the  other ;  this,  was  not  particu- 
larly noticed  before. 

29t'a  — Bowels  not  opened  yesterday  ;  take 
in  the  afternoon  a  mild  cathartic  ;  face  some 
whai  red,  an4  pulse  9(5 ;  to  have  \^xo  cr^iokgrg. 
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SOih  — No  material  change;  pulse  88  ;  cas- 
tor oil  at  bed-fime. 

Dec.  Isfc. — Same  condition;  pulse  80;  bow- 
els open;  the  aperture  on  the  right  side  ia  be- 
coming smaller,  and  threatens  to  close ;  right 
side  is  swollen. 

Sod. — Right  side  swollen,  but  not  so  pain- 
ful as  a  few  days  before  ;  suppuration  not  as 
free  as  on  the  left  side;  pulse  75.  I  introduced 
a  tent  in  the  left  orifice,  and  allowed  a  cracker 
more  daily. 

3J. — Symptoms   favorable;  three   crackers. 
5th — Free  discharge   from  the  left  wound. 


(For  the  Northern  La.ncst.) 
VIII  . 

H  0  M  CE  G  P  A  T  H  Y  . 

By  "  Headers. " 


{Tuhlished  Literatim  ct  Verbatim. — Eds.) 
We  were  very  much  surprised  to  see  an  atr 
tide  in  the  April  No.  of  the  Northern  Lancet 
headed  '  Quackery  hy  one  who  has  scan  some," 
in  which,  Homoeopathy,  is  mentioned,  as  be- 
longing, to  that  class  called  '-Quickery."    Wa 


6th.— Allowed  cod-fish  soaked  till  ter.der  in  |  l-a^e  no  objections,  to  have  it  called  'Quack- 
milk;  Pil.  Aloet.  Co.,  to  keep  the  bowels  re-  "7 ."'  or  any  thing  else,  that  prejudice  and  ig- 
gu];tj..  norance  !  may  pleate  to  term  it,  but  we  do  ob- 

7th -No  evacuation  since  the  previous  day:  J*^^'^*^^*^"^'^^"  ^^*^<^^^  ^^^""^^^  ^-  "^^^^^^ 
difficulty  in  making  water;  abdominal  distress  insertion  in  a  journal  which  has  for  its  otgect, 


caused  by  flatulency.  Ordered  a  caihartic  and 
3-i  of  a  teaspoonful  of  Sp.  Terebiulh.  et  cam- 
phor. 

8th. — Much  impioved;  granulations  in  both 
>vounds;  the  rijiht  one  neaily  healed;  nitrate 
of  silver,  and  occa^ionally  the  red  precipitate, 
were  applied  to  the  giar.uLi'ions. 

The  boy  now  improved  laphUy  ;  I  removed 
the  tent  on  the  30;h,  as  it  CiuJd  not  be  intro- 
duced more  tlian  one  ij  ch.  The  left  wound, 
the  only  (me  rcmainiTg  was  drci^^ed  with  ba- 
EJlic  n  o'ntment,  and  litsiled  ia  tibuut  a  week. 
On  the  3rd  January,  he  went  rat  one  mile  and 
and  a  quarter  from  home,  and  about  the  mid- 
dle of  the  month,  he  was  well,  and  braran  at- 
tending  school. 

Remarks.  The  lungs  escaprd  inj^iry,  by  tha 
boy  b*'ipg  thrown  t.n  !;is  TacV:,  and  ur.d  jub'.ed- 
ly.  by  being  emp'y  of  air:  the  right  l-m"-   was!  ™"'^^-     ^°  ^^^  human  euhject  eruptions  priaci 
pvo^al.l^f  The  ..nlv  ou-  injured.    The  phoura  ( f  P^^'^J  abtut  the  lipr^  and  nose,  are  produced  by 

bo}i\  SiJi-S     W:;;    -K  r'V)Vrlti  '1, 

re-'PCr:     '■     ■ 

y  ir-:-'J  .       —     ■ 

•.Ofv-ness'^^'^yp^^^^'^'  ^'^'■'    '^^\^i    because   mercury  will 

.■•im.    'Phe  P'-'*'^'^'^'^ '^'''^'-i'^^  ^^'*^^*'^^'"    l^s-so'^s  long  espo- 

,!  ,,„jpotion  ofi^'^''-^ ''"  *^''^'' ^'^'""'' *^-' Q '^^''^'''^'^"'^'"'    a^e  gf^nerally 


the  disemination  of  truth,  the  elevation  of  tha 
practice  of  medicine,  and  the  exposition  of  er- 
ror. The  article  in  question,  could  not  have 
received  much  attention,  or  it  would  not  havq 
found,  a  place  among  those  of  merit.  We  will 
notice  one  or  two  of  the  insertions  of  the  writ- 
er. He  says,  "this  doctrine  is  founded  oa  tha 
principle  Similia  Similibus  curantur  a  princi- 
ple, tlio  truth  of  wh  ch  can  n-,ver  be  demons- 
trated "  In  Coopers  surg.  Diet.  (5  edit,  p  284) 
we  fbHll  fiod  tl  at  "Justamond  thought  Arsen- 
ic a  specific  for  Cancers,  It  unquestionably 
cures  numerous  ill- looking  sores  on  the  face, 
lips,  and  tongue,  and  one  of  the  best  remelies 
for  lupus  "  VVhy  is  this?  Because  Arsenic  will 
produce  such  Dr.  Pereira  says  in  his  Mater. 
Mtfd.  Part  1.  p.  175  -'the  fumes  fro^i  these 
works  (where  Arsenic  is  sublimt  d)  are  most 
irnuiious  to  neighbouring   vegetables  and  ani- 


i  ih'Te  is  evervj  there,  This  is  Similia  Similibus  ciirantar.    It^ 
•ot-'m  was  in- ;i'*  g'"3^'"^^'y    admitted    by    medical    mtn  that 
,^,jj.gg  I  mercury  is  suoes^sfu'y   used  in   the   treatment 


tl:e  hicerated 

pnrr.l'  r-t  eSTusioo  ■  , 

Eoii,    mv  object   ^v.■;    .u.!,.:"    u>) 

from,  the  ir>jr,reJ  parts. 

Au  Salle  Forka.  (N.  Y.)  .Tunc. 


ot 


affadted  with    ulcc! anions   of  the    mouih   and 
■'or  this  rep- ^^^"'^^^-   P^iif^f^^l   fifTeitions   of  the    periostem, 
a  free  issue 'J^""''''''^'™'^'''  ''■"^   iigimr-n'-s,  particularly  aft- 
er esposnro  to  coll,    eruptions   on  the  surface 
<^ftbe  body,    and  all  the   affections    to   which 
the  term  pieudo-s'iphilis  has  been   appli"}'!," 
Copland?  Diet.    Piad     lUi   (Parti   p  12^  ) 
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This  is  simiiia  Similibas  curaniur.  Accurd-iold  medical  Suhool  of  Germarij,  has  arisen  to 
ing  to  Doct.  Parr,  'large  doses  of  Bark  ca=is-  [a  place  not  iaferior  to  its  rival.  Laws  which 
583  those  iafarctions  styie'l  agaa-cakes'""    Msd     were  passed  and  put  in  force  to  desroj  bave 


Diet,  Vol.  1.  p   82o.    il.  Pierry  sta*c3  that  he 
has   seen   considerable  en^'^rsementg   of  the 


been  repealed  and  iLinice>pa;hv  l;ke  gold — 
whiuh  has  Iwen  tried,  iias  eonrie  iorth  in  new 


spleen  stihiide  in  a  fevrdays  by  'he  use  of  the  lustre,  and  is  now  in  the  Itod    of  its   birth, 


Quinine  This  is  Simuia  S:/ni!ibns  Caranl'ir. 
The  adm:Distraiii.n  of  Tart.  Emet.  ia  Pneu- 
monia, a  practice  iatroiaced  by  Kasuri,  has 
bean  employed  -with  great  success.  Whj  "? 
Because,  after  the  admiiiistraticu  of  Tartr. 
Emet.  in  large   doses.,    the  lungs   hs,\Q   been 


upon  an  cq.ality  with  its  great  act-igonist. 
•Dead I"  it  could  not  ad^icc.^  with  greatest 
s" rides,  than  it  dsjes  now  a!;  the  present  mo- 
ment in  iii  native  land.  Ignorant  indeed  ia 
that  person  of  what  is  taran*?piring  in  Europe 
who    sajs,    liomcejparhy  i.s    dead.    HotipiCab 


found  much  inflamed    (Beck  Med,  Juris,  page  '  have  been  erected  and   private    DispenKJfie^ 


783.  Edit  G)  simiiia  sijaililus  curantur.    Thus 
vre  might  go  on  and  mention  a   large  nambvr 


opened,  gupporle  J,  and  patn  ni.-ed  by  the  bar 
ned  and  vfealthy.  This  is  ii.it  mere  assertion 


of  remedies  used  daily  by  onr  Physicians  for  j  facts  can  be  given  to  tubstannate  it  all,  -M' 
the  cure  of  diseases,  which  eminent  writers  j  Esiy,  as  he  assures  m  hare  'ceen  some,"  hus 
state  will  produce  diseases  ia  iha  healthy  sim-  [  bad  he  prudently  waited  till  he  had  seen  more 
ilar  to  those  which  thry  are  intended  to  cure  ihe  could  never  have  aSrmed  that  Komoio- 
Again  the  "writer  upon  "Cla.ickery"  says,'  they  •  pathy  was  "dead,  in  its  ca'ivc  liud,"  But  e-- 
(Homco  )pathist)  go  still  faiih^r  aad  declare  tough  has  been  given  to  convince  all  Air  Si 
that  iiifinitesiuial  ptTiions  of  any  remedy  arc  .  honest  minds,  that  Homc5;pathy  is  at  lea^fc 
jost  as  powerful  as  large  one?,  and  even  more  :  worthy  of  invcs-gatioa  and  esperiuicat, 
BO."  Either  the  write?  does  not  kaow  nothlisg 
a  bout  Homceopathy  or"  he  ha^  been  guilty  oi . 
•wilful  perversion  of  truth.  Thtre  ncv.  r  was  i 
any  thing  aivanced  by  any  writer  upon  ho  ; 
moeopathy  which  couli  ba  construed  in  such  j 


— EssfA  CountT.  ilav.  1S50. 


an  assertim.    The  great  men  ia  the  mrdi-.cil ' 


(For  the   Nortkerk  La.kcet.) 
IX. 

world  do  not  deem  it  beneath  them  to  invei-    HOMCEGPATHY    HOT    OUAOKERY? 

tigate  the  great  truths  aivaaced  by  the  ia-  j  

mortal  Hahnaman.  3Ir.  Listen  n^aJg  use  oi ; 
the  Homoejpatbic  tretVtnieii:  in  erysipelas  as  | 
recommended  to  him  by  bis  Irierd  Dr   Quia  | 


By  Horace  Zncisoi;,   2il,  O. 


lie  has  given  the  results  of  such  a  course  in 
his  tlements  of  Surgery  p.  CI  and   you  will 
find  the  cases  infuU  iu  the  London  Lancet  of, 
the  6th  &  IS.h  of  February  &  the    IGih   of  i 


"  'Tis  quite  plain 

Xo'fiing  with  noPtseiue  briags  tJte  thing 
w;int  — 


V-i 


(Fiiiis — infii^itesin^alis)  gain. 

E.'-p^O;  per  contra  cannot  ue  en  iured  ! 

i\o-v  what  is  liko  this  homxjp  tt'iic  cant  ? 


April  183G.  In  speaking  >.£  ri..ma;jpathy  to;  Theics /jc'/i/y^^- like  it,  so  i:  can't  be  citreJV 
his  class,  he  says"  -with  on;  adopting  the  iLs- 

ory  of  this  medijal  sect,  you  ought  not  tore-  '  Teutk  -RiraouT  Fk.vr  i.^  the  Epigraph  of 
jeet  its  doctrines  with  ou"  due  examinati.  n  the  Northhin  L.^xcet  ; — liberty  and  free- 
&  inquiry."  What  a  contrast  between  a  miDd  dom  of  disjussior.,  through  its  columns,  of 
tl  at  is  truly  grca^  and  one  wi'.h  cut  "he  falat ,  a  1  sulgsca  pfirtsiaing  to  iledicil  and  Genc- 
est  glimnierlDg  of  grratness.  ProffS  Hiinder- |  ral  Scit-nca,  form  the  mo.st  prominent  fea- 
Eon  of  Edenburgh  has  evon  adopted  the  prac-  t  .res  of  our  pubLcauoa.  Oa  tue  prase  ding 
ticB:  and  a  host  of  others  who  urc-t  gained  a  [.pages,  we  have  inserted  the  commanication 
cacae  a  mong  the  alb>pa:bi.';  p'lViicians  have  |  of  -Reaatr.s,"'  in  answer  to  the  abbi  article 
changed  thtir  rr^.ct'ce,  aud  ba.v;^  chosen  that'  of  our  corre.^p-oncient  "  il,  "  which  appeared 
of  Ilomceicathv.  Xow  at  th's  late  day  eomes  .in   the  April  No.,  and  whose  free  dashes  with 

i.  V  at  *  C  ' 

forth  one  who  bv  s'^nple  H.>sertion,  is  to  de«-  j  an  csperienced  pen  at  the  Hydra  of  Qaaek- 
irov,  that,  whiLii  aijainst  vi  ,].jrit  o;  rtnsition  of;  cry,  have  as"akened  the  dormatit  energies,  and 
»»J««t  ]iw?,  aai  t&«  eca".':»«i  tS"jrt8  sf  tkejrcuffcd  the    frofcssional   ire    of  ihe  prehablu 
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venerable  audior  of  "Read,  r.s "  -'M''  being 
absent  from  the  cour.lry,  it  devclves  upon  us 
npljr  tu  the  elabornte  production. 

He  wiil  aoccjifc  the  assurance  of  ocr  "dietin 
guishf d  consi<Jeiativ;ii,"  for  the  good  opinion  !io 
has  fornitd  of  the  olijoets  and  iutcntions  of  the 
Lakcet;  ws  c^^t:!,b]ishcJ  it  "for  the  diflr^craiua- 
lion  of  truth,  the  elevation  of  the  Practice  o5 
Medicine,  and  the  exposition  of  error  ;"'— we 
a-rc  at  all  times  prepared  to  carry  out  these 
intentions,  and  lievor  bette?  than  in  the  pre- 
sent instance. — 

'A-si  thou  urgest  justice,  be  as-'ured 
Tliou  shalt  have  justice,  mora  than  thou 
desir'st." 

Of  '  Readers',"  (it  sliouJd  be  eve.  for  certain- 
ly, the  quadrillionth  dilution  of  more  than  one 
brain,  shaken  secuvdvm  artevi,  once  up — once 
down — would  fain  need  a  sliiike  all-roand,  to 
glory  in  the  authorship  of  that  piece  !)  of  him 
*hen,  we"ll  say  as  Sheridan  :  "We  admire  your 

frankness,  but j'our  manners  ■'    VVc  never 

for  one  reom-etit,  anticipated  a  general  cngHge- 
aent  with  the  hordes  of  charlatans  pro^^iing 
through  the  Northern  Counties;  the  ia>k 
would  be  as  onerous,  though  less  honorable, 
than  the  cleansing  of  the  Aegean  stables  of 
inyih(  logical  da}S.  "ISl's"  remarks  were  of  a 
general  tenure;  Dr.  '-Readers'"  fiads  the  dimen- 
ei'-.ns  of  the  hori  ceipathio  cunt  to  fit  his  allo- 
pathic corpors,ti(/n,  forthwith  endorses  it,  &ti4 
throws  us  the  gauntlet  for  allowing  such  a 
•coitimuiiication  to  appear  witii  -thoee  of  mer- 
it" iu  the  Lancet  He  may  rett  assured,  thai 
no  paper  is  inj^eiled  in  our  colunrms,  prtviou.- 
to  a  careful  ex^iminalion — although  the  unique 
T.cf-B  of  his  tffusion,  its  allo[.athic  caoografdij 
and  punctu;iti;.n,  asid  our  {?eeive  that  the  ru- 
BTicrous  patrons  of  the  Lancet,  fchouid  judge 
of  the  litfl-ary  q!;alificatitris  of  the  author, 
have  precludfd  us  from  usjrg  our  editor' 
privilege  of  eousignicg  it  to  Balaam's  box. 

"  M's"  ttumbliiig-l  lock  for  '^Readers"  is  the 
foihrvviog  ; — l  hiji  doctrine  is  founded  upon  (he- 
rriiiciple  Similia  similibus    curantdr,  a  princi 
pie  she  truth  of  which,    can  never  be  demons 
trated."    As  some  of  our  non-profestional  rea- 
d(-rs  may  n  -t  k.nvW  the  meaniDg  of  lliose  ihree 
m-igic  -K'oids — Ij  e  one  principle — the     fouLda 
lion  stor.ic  -of  that  most  s'range    of  del  ufiorf- 
Hoiroe«p:ithy.    ve  will  tell  tlcm,    that    the;, 
purport  to  conTcy   the  meaning,    that  certti-i" 


medicines  wili  cuv-r>  a  dl^ea.-e  or  a  sympTutfi, 
because  tho?e  medicine?  aie  supposed  to  pro- 
duce tlie  j^ame  di-ei^-^e  or  symptom,  if  adminie- 
'cted  to  a  dccirm  in  hed-lth — l.-ke  cures  like — - 
rira-i,  a  riers-.)!'  has  a  head-ache,  the  homceo- 
parliidt  vviii  cure  it,  by  prescribing  some  drug 
that  would  caui'G  it;    another  is  wakeful,    the 

ioc'  ?  will  produce  most  refreshing  and  quiet 
sleep,  by  giving  the  extraordinary  minuto 
quantity — one  dcciliionth  of  a  graiu  of  coffee! 
Lastly,  a  third  f  erson  ie  forgetful,  remem- 
bracice  vriil  follow  t!ic    administration   of  the 

hirthieth  dcveloptnent  of  power  of  one  graia 
of  hyo.-iciamus  (henbane). 

Let  us  uow  return  to  "Reade'ri;"  he  opms 
tlio  argumyntativo  campaign  with  no  less  a 
diminutive  charge  tha't  S.  Cooper's  Surgical 
Diction.iry,  5th  Edicion,  p  tge  284  to  support 
the  adopted  theory  of  his  dota;5e;  and  he  S:uis 
10  his  sa:isfactio!i,  that  "Ju.stamond  thought 
arsenic  a  sjieoific  for  cancers  ;"'  heshoullnob 
'.ave  stopf-.ed  here,  but  with  becoming  honesty 
introduced  the  subsequent sentencj — "farther 
experience  has  not,  however,  confirmed  the 
truth  of  this  oj.inion,  though  there  are  many 
practitioners  who  continue  to  think  highly  of 
tlie  efBoafty  of  this  mineral  in  cf  I'^tain  forms 
of  di-ease,  which  have  som.^times  been  classed 
with  cancers;  and  in  many  cases  of  lupus,  and 
malignant  ulcers  of  the  tongue  and  other  parts 
it  may  really  possess  greater  claims  to  farther 
trial,  than  perhaps  any  other  medicine  yet  eug- 
ges'ted."  Next  follows  the  remainder  of  "Re£» 
dere'  "  quoiation — 'dt  unquestionably  curej 
numerous  ill-looking  sorts  on  the  face,  &o." 
This  is  wrongfully  attributed  to  Justamond, 
whose  w(fk,  "An  account  of  Cancerous  and 
Schiirous  Disorders."  was  published  in  Lon- 
don, as  late  as  1780  How  much  value  the 
honest  quotation  of  'Readers,"  will  now  ap- 
pear to  possess  with  its  context,  we  leave  any 
one  endowed  with  the  "first  dilution  of  men- 
tal power,"   to  decide. 

Next  in  order,  is  Dr.  Pereira,  and  his  obset- 
vations  relative  to  the  deleterious  action  of  tlva 
fumes  arising  from  the  sublimation  of  arsenio 
upon  the  human  subject — we  dispense  with 
■  he  animals  aiid  vegetables, — and  producing 
certain  eruptions  &o.,  which  we  do  not  deny. 
We  also  know  that  painters  and  lead-workers, 
■ire  iioble  to  a  peculior  dieease— lead-colic,— 
but  vrill  in&nit&s.sias.il  dosets  oflsad  aari»tk«^»> 
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tient,  we  challenge  -Iveaders""  and  the  knights 
of  the  tmall  phials,  to  answer  in  the  afiirma- 
iive  1  IMoreover,  has  not  the  fallacy  of  Hom- 
cftopathy  been  exposed  time  and  again,  by  the 
ftdministration  of  arsenic,  in  various  forms 
Jtnd  doses,  in  the  numerous  cla&s  of  enifilive 
<ii8eaB€8.  those  of  childhood  more  p^rticiilariy  1 
This  is  'Bimilia  eimilibus  non  curantur.'  But 
'  Readers"  will  probably  say,  that  not  being 
caused  by  arsenic,  they  cannot  be  cured  by  it. 
and  then  scientifically  attribute  them  to  the 
all-potent  Scabies,  (^itck) — the  nn-i  hon:oeop.i- 
thic  cause  of  all  human  malaiiee, — and  order 
a  globule  of  su]phur.  llow  remaikahly  well 
pleased  and  flateted,  one  of  ouf  faehionable 
Ladies  (if  "Keaders"  has  the  honor  of  such  in 
his  practice.)  wouli  be  to  Isnow,  that  tic  ter- 
rible cough  which  was  lacerating  the  tenui- 
ty of  her  pulmotiary  struciure,  never  origin- 
ated from  wealing  niOvrv.co  kips  and  ueiicuie- 
ly  shaped  oilk  stockings,  in  a  moon-iiglit  wa';k, 
but  that  the  cause  was  a  striking-in,  or  a  nev- 
tr  struck-out  itch  !  Yes,  Madam,  \oi5  the  vcr;> 
paragon  ofneatnets  gentility,  an.j  r-fi.K mini, 
learn  wi  h  a-.tonishment,  that  joar  hc:nioe..>pa- 
thic  adviser  is  silently  prescribing  to  cure  jou 
of  that  moit  loa'hsome  of  all  diaeaics, — the 
itch! 

"Readers"  next  tells  us,  that  mercury,  be- 
cause it  cures  i^yphilis,  will  therefore  produce 
syphilis.  Here  is  a  piece  ofinforma'ioa  that 
will  no  doubt  be  highly  fippreciated  by  the 
unguarded  and  uofortuoate,  and,  who  to  a  do- 
ting mother  and  anxious  fiither,  will  irmocen!- 
Jy  lay  the  cause  uf  their  ailoient,  to  the  mer- 
cury so  freely  giTen  him.,  by  Dr  So-aiifi-so. 
for  that  liver-C'jmpla'nt.  ''Rcdders,"  gracelest- 
practitioner  and  merceneray  mort.il, — how 
many  family  disturbances,  have  ycu  not  leen 
thd  catise  oi — the  loss  of  teeth  ia  no  consider- 
tion — by  your  inordinate  use  of  calomel  and 
blue  pill,  your  eheet-anchor  in  all  diieases, 
when  jour  wisdom  was  at  an  end !  for  in  voar 
day,  you  were  oue  of  the  mercury-men.  V.'e 
wonder  not,  that  in  certain  portions  of  the 
county,  Benedicts  and  Benedictines,  will  not 
suffer  calomel  to  come  within  olfactory  dis- 
tance of  their  virtuous  habitations.  Oh  !  Head- 
ers, jou  have  much  to  atone  for  the  brukeu 
heart*,  and  airophieJ  lachrymal  glands,  that 
have  aitf  ndcd'jour  long  course  of  practice. 
■Oiie  globule  oi  syphUine  for  sjphiiig — one  dit- 
to ganorrhaine  for  gonorrho9.i? 


We  shall  p-aas  over  cue  ••a^ue-cake,-"'  and 
come  to  the  subject  of  Tartar  Emetic  in  Pneu- 
monia. Did  Rasori  know  that  Tartar  Etnetie 
would  cure  infiamraation  of  the  luno-g  because 
it  produced  the  like  aSection?  Certainly  not. 
You  cannot,  most  cogent  reasoner.  claim  the 
illufcCrious  Italian  as  one  of  your  sect.  His 
doctrine  of  small  and  repeated  doses  of  Tar- 
tar Emetic  to  subdue  infliramatory  action,  waa 
prornulgateJ  in  17i.O,  while  the  founder  of 
jour  delusion,  rJahnneman,  was  yet  dreaming 
of  his  scheme  :  the  Urganon  Novum  appearel 
in  1810,  and  the  Materia  Meiicapura  in  1811. 
Verily,  'Readers,"  we  believe  you  kuow  not; 
the  anticiuity  of  the  dogma  you  have  adopted, 
and  in  the  adtulialioa  of  small  doses,  voud 
place  it  along  with  iE-rCuiapjus  acd  hia  dragon; 
wc  would  fain  acouse  the  German  of  plugmris- 
ing  from  the  Italian,  in  jrinciple,  not  in  da.-es. 

\ou  quote  Beck's  Aiedic^il  Jurisprudence, 
page  788,  6;h  Edition.  Your  editiuu  must  bo 
Oue  of  tie"  rate  kind:  and  no  doubt  a  proof 
copy,— "ivith  l.he"-^  !!<•'•■.■•-  respects;"  we  hare 
a  6- b  Editii.n  of  th;.  rable  work  publish- 

ed m  i-'biiadeiphia  in  1?38  two  volume-,  8v.j. 
V.  1.  1  contains  670  pu-t-?,  and  \\,1.  li,  743, 
iadex,&.i;.  In  peiu-rin- Cliprfr  XIX.  Irricaut 
t'oisuus  (con'inu-jd,)  at  page  402,  Vol  II,  on 
tue  eubjaot  of  Tartar  Emeti<-,  we  fi:id  the  pas- 
sage joa  evidtndy  have  in  view  : — 

''■Appearances  on  dissection.  T.he  mucous 
membi-aue  of  the  stomach  is  usaaliy  red,  iu- 
fliined  a  i.i  covered  w.'ti  muci:!.  I'ne  duoie- 
uuui  i?  in  a  simlAr  stato,  and,  occa-.iinaliy, 
the  other  small  jrite-,c;n'^s  The  lungs  are  ofi- 
^n  iound  luoie  or  leos  it.iiinie>l,  (out  much  in- 
fl-j.med,)  m  8r>mj  i;j!.tarice3  the  brain  i-s  o^j  also, 
and  co'i tains  serou?  fluid,  la  a  gener-il  w.iy, 
v/e  may  s:are,  that  tt,e  luig-  and  the  mucous 
memb.un*  cf  the  <i  grsiive  canal,  are  ths  or- 
gans prinoip;i!ly  afi'^oted  by  this  poL^ou  " 

Here  is  a  trdin  of  dreudiul  symptoais,  the 
results  ijf  poisonous  doses  of  Tartar  Etnetie, 
and  ildhnnenian-iike,  you  will  bring  your  in- 
finitessimal  diagcosis  into  pliy,  and  reaiovd 
the  rel,  iufliuied,  and  corered-wich-inacuj 
surface  of  the  stomach,  with  a  gl>bule  of  Tar- 
tar Emetic  and  Sugar  of  milk.  Truly  "Read- 
ers,"' we  admire  your  ingenuty,  and  we  won- 
der how  i'ar  jou  -might  thus  go  on." 

Ivlost  wise  iiomoe  jpathist,  "infinite3simal  ab- 
straction of  tublimated  humanity,''  look  at 
page  Gl,  Vol  1,  of  the  Medical  Facts  aiid  Ub- 
servations,  by  Dr.  S.  F.  Simmons;  L' ndon, 
1791, — and  you  will  find,  that  a  mother  and 
fotu  childrefi  suSFered  from  ex 'endive  outisatm 
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feruptioD,  probably  (Mr.  Daviilson,  rt'portei 
of  the  ca.se,  was  not  an  hornce  ipatbist,)  fiom 
dining  upon  pease  soup,  which  had  been  dis- 
tributed ■?*'itli  a  ladle  ihat  had  long  been  out 
of  use,  and  was  quite  green.  Pease  soup,  green 
I'adl'e  and  eruption — Siinilia  similibus  cuian- 
kur—  therefore,  cure  the  ernption  with  one 
hundred  millionth  of  a  grain  of  peaeis  eoup, 
and  the  shade  of  a  green  laddie! 

"M  "  declares,  that  ''iufinite.-simal  portions 
of  any  lofuc'dy,  are  just  as  powerful  as  large 
ones,  a,nd  even  more  so;'  to  v/hioh  you  reply  : 


Will  you  now  suy,  that  v?e  are  with  "  Al," 
perverting  truth  1  We  are  suppi)rtcd  by  your 
Koran,  find  prove  to  yon  that  aga  has  siiakan 
yoar  retenUve  faculties  in  an  inverse  directiori 
to  the  hou.c3.)pathic  principles,  and  you  will 
admit  tiiac 

'■^Fact'i  raix'd  with  facts  confirm  your 
ignorance  .'''^ 

"The  groat  men  in  the  medical  world,  do 
not  deem  it  beneath  them,  to  invcs.igate  the 
great  truths  advanced  by  the  immortal  Hahn- 
neman."  The  on'y  great  man,  who  for  one  mo- 
"either  ihs  wricer  does  not  know  nothing  I ment  thoight  of  hoiuoeopithy,  was  th»  justly 
about  Homoeopathy,  or  he  has  been  guilty  of  celebrated  Liston.  At  what  pavt'of  pige  G1 
wilful  perversion  of  trush.  There  nev«T  wa?  I  of  his  Elements  of  Surgery,  you  fiud_  the  re- 
any  thing  advanced  by  any  writer  upon  Ho-  Uults  of  •■such  a  course,"'  we  would  very  much 
moe")pathy,  which  coald  be-  cont;tru!  d  intoiLke  to  know.  Oa  pnge  58,  we  read  of  1-8  of  a 
such  an  assertion."  Necker,  .^gidi,  Petersen,  i  grain  of  tartarized  antimdny,  being  given  iri 
and  Henderson,  who  comes  ?  Hahnneman  witii:  ^olutinn  cv.uy  hour,   with   a  dise   qaanfity  of 


his  Organon  of  Medicine;  here  Dr.  'Headt-is' 
is  some  informaiion  for  you  : 

"If  f wo  dropi  of  a  mixture  of  equal  par's   of 


the  tar' :  potas-ea  and  soiIa3;  or  Ilojhelle  sJt; 
hydrargyram  cum  creta — calomt  1  and  anti- 
nionial  powder — saline  purges? — general  bleed- 


alcohol  and  tlie  juice  of  any  recent  mtdn'ii.al  ing — iacisions— !-e3:''.ra3t  of  acordte,  1-2  grain 
plant  be  dilut.;d  with  mnety.  eight  drops  ^>i' \^  ^yj^^^Q^^  or  dis-'<lved  in  pure  water,  and 
alcohol  in  a  plnal,   capafjie  ct  cyiitain!a.i  one '  ,  ,.    ,         p        .   i  l      ^ 

hundred  and  thirty  drops,  and  the  whdeWfai- , repeated   every  tnvrd  or  lourth  hour— estract 

en  twice  together,  the  medicine  becomes  exalt- 'of  brfl'alor.a,    1  IGth  of  a  gral'i  \i  often  given 

ed  in  energy  to  ihe  fir^t  development    of  pmv- !    ^.j^  ^ijg  ,^^^5^;fc  exlraordinai-y   elTect  upon  this 

er,  or,  as  it  may  be  derjomiaated.  the'-iifi-.-.st  po-    ,.  r     i  •      i        ^       ^i     i     \s'„*u.„;„i,f 

..  -ri  -^        •    »    1  ,•        1.,       '  (.disease: — u  this   homooipatu-y  ?     V  v  e  "laigbt 

tence.    Ihe  prooess  is  to  bo  coniinued  t'j.vo<igh  i  i    v    o  f       .  o 

tiifmy  nine  addidmal  phiuis,  cadi  Of  equal  j  thus  go  on,"  throughthut  the  treatment  of 
capacity  with  the  {Jrst;,  and  each  containing  !  Ervsipel.'.H  from  pages  58  to  62;  18-12,  Phila- 
nvnety  nine  £(ro;w  of  spirits  oi' wio.;  so  thati^^^j  ,^j.  .^^,^  ^^^^°^  ^^^^  ^^^^,^^  your  ingeniii- 
every  [successive  phial,    alter  the  ii' »t.    (•eiog        ^ 

furilished^'wiih  one  drop  from  the  phi^J  w  di-  tj  «-'  adopting  passages  mo't  ev.dentiy  antag- 
lution  immediately  preceding  (which  had  just jonistic  of  your  doctrirae, —  taking  fro.n  (hem  a 
been  twice  shaken)  is,  in  its  tuin,  shaken  twue^^^  auibiguous  words  you  wiciely  omit  the  re- 
remembering  to  number  the  diiuii on  oi  each 
phial  on  the  cork,  as  the  operation  jiroceeds. 
These  manipulations  are  to  bo  conducied  thus 


through  all  the  pliinls.  from  the  tir.-t  up  io  the 


maiud  r. 

We  now  c  me  to  the  three  cases,   which  we 


cad- 
avor- 


iu-  .i5  .1        J     -n-     .1.  J       1  ^    !■  copv  from  the  Loadon  Lancet,  leaving  .lie  r 

thirthieth  or  decilhonth  development  ot  power,  j     !■>   >.  j  •.      ^    ^  ,  » 

Which  js  the  one    most  in  general  use.'' —  er  to  judge  how  much  he  can  make  out  fa 

Is  not  the  decillionth  shaking  of  the   primi-kWe  t^>  3?"»r  cause.-- 

^  r     il      '-North  London  Hospital,    21<t  Jan.  lf>3b. — 

tive  two  drops  83  many  times  more   powerful  ■?  jj         p     j^y   get    32     tidmiited  under  the  case 


Again,  as  to  the  p'jvver  of  medicines  being  in- 
creased in  propoi-ii  m  to  theii"   extreme]  divisi- 


of  Mr.  LiSTOJf,    with  severe   erysipelas   of  the 

head  and  face;  p.ediSpo.'.ed  to  the  disease,  hav- 

....       ,  r        .^  ■      ik     1         1  ■»  ini;;  lieen    in  the  Hofpitai  on  tl;e    30th   Oct. — 

bihty,  have  you    forgotten    the  -good    man  ."   ^,^.- ^^^^  ^,^^^  ^^^  ^^^^,J^  enormously  pufiVJ,   and 

favorite  dot^e  : — 'take    on,'  gl.ibnle  of  sugar  of;  very  ten^e  ;  eyes  completely  closed,  pulse  110; 
milk,  (a  globule  is  as  lirge  as  a  musta'.d-seed.) '  tongne  covered  with  a  thick  yellow  far,  bowels 
inoisten  it  wi^h  the  thirthieth   dilution    or  de-   open  by  medicine;  wild  and  rtatle.s  ;  hearing 
.,,.       ,     V      ,  .  -i  •    .     ^     ,  ■   1        J         -appeared   morbidly  s.n^iOle;  answered  ques- 

cilhonth  of  a  drop,  put  it  into  a  plnal,  and  or-  ^^^^^^  j^  ^  vague,  hi.ri'i^d  manner.  Fomcuta- 
'der  your  patient  to  smdl  of  it  one-.?,  at  most  tions  applied";  1  4  of  a  gr.  tart,  antim.  given 
twice,  every  14,  12,  10,  3  and  7  duys,"— and  eveiy  ho.\T  in  some  wilinc  mixture.- 22J.Ha.s 
,,         ,  „  ,  .  ,,    .,,    ,,     ,      ,    pat--td  a  n  sticks  niglit:  pain  more  smxrting; 

these  loves  of  doses,  are  given— "wuh  the  best  j^^j,^^^  j,^^  .   f^,,^,^,^^^.,!!  f'^i„.,e,j,  but  moist ;  oi- 

crcdible  effect:!."    Or-;,iered  mixture  containing  1  gr.  of  est.  byLa- 


kud  frequently  almost  incr( 
ganoD.  5  247. 


'dona  ia  xvi  g  water,  two  table -spoont'uh  every 
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tlifce  liuiu-d;  cjfr.-Uls  iirioly  {..uii ;.  ..i,  ^  ,  ouu-  1.JS,  s.^'tci  ;  >is.iu  moi^ier  and  tiufcer;  nut  as 
timse  f;.u.r;:iU^..=n^;  dr^vv  ri  .^  of  i,hr<tto  of  |Teslie8^;  JkiJ  ^  sU^lit  rigor  about  one  hour 
r,!y.  r  roun-l  t  .._■  r.vcr.  --2:1 1.  \  ,rv  rT,ii..;h.  nn-  lago  ;  a  miif.ire  .-oiitainirrsr  „ne  gr.  ext.  b=lla- 
pr..v-eci ;  f,a.-s,.u  a  s»l  n.^ht.  ;  sw  1  ing  an  tidoa.-i  in  svi  f  crater  ordered  2  table -fp  ion ful3 
reda«.5great.vciaiin?h-,;:J,  tiie,>uriiio.".  ai,pe.ii-!eTery  three  h..urs.-6..h.   ReuMess  ar  d  8weli- 


I-uiS.  .6;  bov^oisn^c  or-cp,  a  ;  tohj.vea  do-c  tnix'.ire  giren  ever/  5  lioars.— 7ih.  Nearly 
of«o«-m:-..;o:uc.  0..nv.a,:snon';  a.ao  .ntuaie  cpr.valescent  j  re  boss  o.itircly  disappeared; 
tbtrft:xi»r'..-u,  g<..ngrouui,  Mr  Lbc.R  re-;s  ).-a.3  oc  le.n.t  still  rea.alr.s  ab-m!:  th'  orbiUl 
)-arsrd  rrrar  tn.s  Tvu.  one  .  f  !Ji<j  iu,nT.  {.;a:sia.!- .  r.^^juu^ ;  rest  of  th:^  a-irfaoe  wrinkled  and  de8- 


,  ibur  J:i  js. 
bcL-n  ad<ipr,ed.  I,ut  m'>r<!  pjirtioulariy  to  tlie  a  i- ! 

iiiiriislinii'm  of  bt;ii.td..iia.  i  his,  tlie  s.uJer.tsj  H'-*^  much  homoeopathy  there  is  in  this  case 
Uii-ht  be  aware,  wasgiv.;n  on  the  honjcBpathici  we  are  at  a  losa  to.dctermine.  The  fever  and 
They  had  all  probably '.cen  the  good  elF.ct.  „f"t^^^f  symptoms,  were  co:n  atted  '-allopathi- 
acnite,  aud  buiiij  ot  the  otLer  rcaiedies  em-p^^'y  ' — f<=nijntatir)n3  and  opening  draught — 
ph.yeu  by  the  advucates  of  iiomoiopaihy.  |  nhd  the  orly  features   resembling  eomewhat 

ilera  are  'allopathy'  and  hoiriCe')pathy  com- 1"  f^eader-j' "  practice.,  being  the  small,  bat  not 
bined— too  little  ct  the  latter,  and  too  much  j 'i'^""i"-'*i'"'^''  (io'Cd  of  the  aconite  and  bella- 
of  the  former,  to  weigh  the  eoalo  the  1.  a>5t  de-  '^^°'^'  whijb,  bo.v.^vjr,    "were  somsvrhat  in- 
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grt?e  ill  \0iir  favor.    The  milii.mth  grain  of  a,  crea.-'od."  Bat  kt  us  read  Mr.  Listen's  remarks 
poultice  — 1  4o:'a;i;rain  cf  tartaiized  antimony  "PO"  ^^-'-'^^  course  of  treatment,  in  the  '-Lancst" 
and  some  valine  niistiiro-the  third  develo..-  ''"''  ^'^'"'"'^  ^^''  ^^^^'  P"  ^''^  '^ 
mtntolpjwer  of /Vc-e  punctures  by  Air.  Listen       "VVe  pubdued  the   iriflammatory  fever  (by 

Who  nerer  epar<:d  the  knife,  when  iis  use  was  "'"■i^'"".i-^'")-'  ^^''^  administ-^red  exract  of  bel- 

^,       .     .  ,•       •  p    -^     ,       „|lad>na  in  verv  mioute  dosos    and  in   two  or 

necesrSiry — the  t-nadow  ol  a  ru;'!  of  nitrate  oi'»i  i      •    •  "  •■.         u     n" 

•^  *'  o  "       "'  |thi3eaay-<  sne  vras  qaite  well.    Oc  couroe,  we 

silver  arouad  the  neck— the  evaeaatiou  of  pus^  cannot  pretend  to  .say  poji  ively  in  what  way 
— and  some   house  medicine  brin^'ing  up  the  :  ^'I's  effect  is  prodaeed,  but  it  seems  almost  to 

rear  !     Knight    of  the   globule   and  sugar   o^"^  ^^'"  ^'^-'^  '  h-wever,  so  long  aa  we  bene- 

°  °  °  nt  our  patients  by    he   treatment  we  pursue, 

milk,    you  surely  must  i.cver  have  read  the  vve  have  no  right  to  cond.mi  the   principles 

case,  or  you  would  not  have  expo;-ed  yo'.T  ar-  upon  which    this  tti^atment   is  recommended 

eumectative  faeulties  in  buch  a  contrary  field.  1?-°'^  pursued      \'ou  know  that  Ibis  medicine 

_  lis  reoramended  by  tne  homoe  )pathists  in  this 

Case  21. — Catharine  Cox,  aged  25,  admit-  affdction,  hecaa-^e  it  pro  lac  Ji  on  the  skin  a 
ted  Feb  4,  with  erysiptlas  ot  tiie  face,  under  fi-jry  eruption  or  (filorescence,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Li^<tou'b  care  ;  lias  becQ  satgect  to  attacks  ■  inflammatory  ;eve?.  "  Siraiiia  similibas  cu- 
of  the  disease  for  12  years,  wUuh  came  on  at  rar.t.ir,"  they  say.  They  give,  in  ca^es  where 
ail  scasoQs;  and  catauieuial  di.-scharge  suppres-|a  good  night's  rc^st  is  reqaired,  those  substan- 
Bed.  On  her  adaiissioa  the  syuijitoin.s  w^re  : — joes  whiuh  geaer-illy,  in  healthy  subjects,  pro- 
Groat  redness  and  swudliiig  ut  liie  whole  iaoe  ;' iuce  great  restlessness.  It  is  like  driving  out 
left  eye  Ld  so  pulled  as  oomplettly  to  ohsci  ucC  one  devil  by  sending  in  another.  I  believe  in 
the  sight;  puls-3  110,  small  and  hard;  tongue  homoeopathy  to  a  certain  extent,  but  I  cannot 
moiso  and  clean  ;  huvvcis  uuSlive  ;  great  heat  of  yet.,  from  injxp  jricncj  on  the  sabject,  go  the 
the  skin;  severe  pain  in  the  head.  Fomenta-  length  its' advocates  would  wish,  in  so  far  as 
tions  were  U3ed  to  the  part  every  two  hours,  regards  the  very  minute  do.?es  of  some  of  their 
and  an  openiog  draught,  coDtaiuing  the  sul- 1  rH.jdiCines.  The  medicines  in  the  above  cases 
phate  and  carbonate  ot  magnesia,  with  an ti-  were  certainly  given  in  much  smaller  do-ies 
iKony  wine,  was  given  imuiediateiy. — 5th.  Pas-  than  have  ever  hither'o  been  prescribed.  The 
bed  a  restless  nigot ;  erysipelas  extended  over  beneficial  eff'jcts.  as  yuu  witnessed,  are  uoques- 
the  occiput;  pulse  same  as  ves'erdiy;  bowels  tionable.  I  hive,  however,  seen  similar  good 
opened  by  the  medicine  ;  great  heat  oi  skiu  and  ■  effects  or"  the  belladoaii  preparc-d  according  to 
thirst;  catamenia  re-appcarjd ;  2  table-spoon-  the  Homoeopathic  Pharmacipeia,  in  a  case  of 
fuls  of  a  mixture,  containing  i  1  2  gr  aconiie'very  severe  erysipela.-s  of  the  head  and  face-, 
and  iv  5  water,  given  every  3  hours.  Ten  p.  in.  under  the  care  of  my  friend  Dr.  Quin.  The 
I4»«  taken  3  uosea  of  the  aci-nite  mixture ;  pulse,'  infliLamat.ry  syinpt  jias  and  local  signs  disap* 
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peared  with  very  great  rapidity.  Withuut  a- 
doptjcg  tho  theoiy  of  this  medical  sect,  you 
ought  not  to  reject  iU  doctrines  wiUiCit  due  ] 
exaaiiflation  auj  enquiry.  We  suall  continuo 
the  employment  of  ttiid  r'^fi"  "f  treafment  in 
erji-ipelas,  so  long  as  we  find  it  as  eueoesfful 
as  it  had  beon  ;  eLoald  it  fail  on  continued  tri- 
al, of  course,  we  hhall  rcfjurr.  toother  moans 
in  its  stead.  At  the  same  tiino  tbat  [  ad'.pf 
this  constituiional  treattnent.  1  should  not  feel 
justified,  at  |  resent,  in  ncjilectirii^  auxiiiai-y 
measures  of  a  local  kind.  We  n'snst,  in  order 
to  be  successful,  neglect  nothintr  which  iy  like- 
ly to  be  serviceable  ;  in  faet,  we  rna.-^t  u/et.t  this 
and  many  other  aiioc'.ions,  armed  at  all 
points.'' 

V\'ith  more  thnn  Lomccopathic  honesty,  we 
have  given  "Readers''  all  the  advantage  of 
the  aulhcrities  from  which  he  eoiight  support, 
by  publii-hing  tbem  at  lenglh;  arid  any  one. 
may  judge  of  his  candor.  The  '■  I!  j.-briu  "  Pro- 
fessor of  the  Univtrsity  of  Edinburgh  req".ire>- 
no  notice  from  us;  and  the  little  book  he  hat' 
brought  forth  after  s.'veral  years  of  Ilomooo- 
jfithic  incubation,  i.s  of  that  ilass  which,  from 
their  harmiessnes-i  and  ignorance,  do  neither 
good  or  injury.  We  are.  therefore,  somewhat 
surprised  to  hear  'Read'  ri  "  dub  him  great— 
none  but"  the  friend  of  a,  falliog  caune  would 
eyer  Itaa  A r  siJnpcrt  upon  so  inti^'nllicant  and 
feeble  a  jdllar. 

Hon.ocoiiathy,  like  every  specicp  of  humbug 
aLd  jnnova'ion,  in  England,  fa'.tens  greedily 
upon  the  paironage  of  the  nobility  and  some 
of  the  geQtry,  who,  for  the  sake  ai  having  their 
names  and  titles  jaiadtd  in  exlra-theets,  at- 
tach them  to  every  tbin,i  tJ.iat  cc.mcs  ab.iDg. 
Germany, — the  land  or  Philofophy,  Science, 
Samrkrout,  and  Schnapps, — is  the  only  cuun- 
try  in  Europe  where  H()n;020Lat!'y  may  be  saiJ 
to  poi-scss  a  decent  stftnding;  yet,  even  t]}ere 
it  is  falling  in  the  back  ground,  literaliy 
t-jiunged  off  ly  Ilydioiatby,  and  kicked  out 
by   Kinesipatiiy. 

Ftr  the  edification  of '-R,- aders  "  who,  nr, 
doubt,  is  ign'1rim^  of  everything  '  taran=:piring  ' 
in  Europe,  save  Germany,  we  chise  this  'allo- 
pathic' communication  by  some  staiisrieal  de- 
tails regarding  Homoeopathy  in  England. 

According  to' the  ^London  ftlcdioul  Directo- 
ry," there  were,  on  the  1st  of  .Jenuarv,  1S50. 
2,571  regiilar  medical  practitioners  in  London. 
At  the  same  date,  the  '-British  Journiil  of  Ho- 
moeopathy" gives  a  ]i-=t  of  48  Homce-jpathic 
physicians  in  the  iTetropolis.  From  the  s;ime 
sources,  we  learn  that  there  were  in  the  Vr'w- 
iacee,  8.327  regulars  to  52  Ilomceopaths.  This 
m3,_y  be  somefhini;  for  once  provokinjily  infini- 
tessimal  to  '•  Readers,"  but  it  none  the  Icea  al- 


lows the  ii;i\ri;iii:e  that  the  t-uccCi-S  of  any  pur 
suit  is  alw.iyd  pT;^pi>rtioDate  to  the  number  of 
per:-or;s  engaged  in  It.  "Readers"  having 
now  read  a  little  more  than  he  prob-dbly  bar- 
gained Tcr,  concerning  "his  profe.-sio,"  niay  not 
loel  t,)0  highly  fl.ittered  at  its  standing  abroatl, 
while  he  must,  long  ere  this,  have  felt  its 
waist  of  position  at  home. 

^ Readers,"  "'oice  upon  a  time,"  you  w^ro 
deemed  a  tolerably  "smart"  specimen  of  "al- 
lopathy," and  hal  you  piirsued  that  ctreer, 
you  womM  not,  at  least,  be  found  helplc-isly 
"stuck"  in  the  "siiocharine"  ways  of  (iomoeOT 
patijy.  But.  having  place!  yourself  uniier  the 
edge  of  the  "t/ancet,"  we  trust  that  the  depL-.- 
ti  .>n  \*'iH  b^  followed  by  a  healthy  and  desira:? 
ble  re-actie-D.  There  is  yet  sosne  hope,  ifyoa 
^,vlll  mend  your  mediudl  morals;  bucifyou 
choote  to  adhert'  to  iofi'niletaimality,  your  cou-- 
science  may  tind  f^ome  ee,.He,  a:i  to  the  trtrmi- 
nation  of  an  attenuunce  upon  a  ftatient,  in  do- 
ing like  the  man  wh^t,  when  adniiaisterirjg  h-Q- 
u-ccopatliic  broth,  fjilowed  this  advice:— 

'•Ivhe  chance  to  die, 
Say  't  was  ne^ture  did  it; 

Eiifj  if  he  sho-.ild  f^et  well, 
Give  the  broth  the  cre-iit." 

Plattsburgh,  May,   1850, 
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X. 

DEATH: 

lis  REALITY  AND  SIMULATION. 

A    KEUiCO-I.EG.VL      DliSiiKTATION  . 


Bv  Hcriice  Nei^osso  M,  D. 


[Con timed  from  page  191.] 

General  considerations  upon  Life  aii'l  Deat'i. 
The  Functions. — Two  vwJes  of  Dc'ii'i.. — Local 
and  Gsneral. — Dctith  from  dettruciion  of  Tis- 
sues.— GanTrciie  and  Spftacclus. — Death  from, 
arrest  of  Circulalion. —  Dr'j  Gangrene. 

L)  the  first  ptrt  of  our  paper,  wo  endeavor- 
ed to  print  oat  the  importance  of  h.iving  cer- 
t-ain  data,  whereby  ona  could  determine  upon 
the  occurrence  of  Death,— or  merely,  a  sus- 
pension of  t!ie  Functions  constituting  Life. — 
Seveial  CiSiS  were  det.iiled  to  prove  that  there 
is  more  '-truTi  than  fiction,"  in  the  case  of 
vvcipiiiore  interment;  many  more  could  have 
been  cited,    but  those  given   vs-,.re    deemed  of 
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sufficient  intcn-et  to  every  num,  atid  none  nioie 
BO,  than  to  ttie  j-Iijsiciun,  whoge  advice  is  re- 
quested in  evorj-daj  practice,  and  in  cases 
requiiing  medicolegal  investigation j  and  the 
respo<!«ibiIitj  d  rectcd  b^/  hia  decisions,  de- 
p)ariding  of  him  an  aequaintanoe  with  all  the 
jilenomena  (hat  may  be  present. 

Before  fnterJng  more  fully  ujcn  cur  fuljccf 
itwillcot  be  amiss,  to  make  a  few  passing 
remarks  upon  the  great  Power  or  Principle, 
whose  action  is  directly  opposed  to  that  of 
Death.  Life  has  been  aptly  termed,  "the  sum 
of  the  actions  of  an  organized  being/'  appar- 
eit  by  cfrfain  actions  in  all  bodie:i,  and  exert- 
ing its  ii-fluence  through  p.pi.r.y^riate  sets  o! 
instiunnn^s  or  organs,  v«rying  in  the  different 
specita,  and  adapted  to  their  modes  cfl■xi^t- 
ence.  This  principle,  Life,  is  made  eviJeut  ]>\ 
determinate  actions,  which  are  in  perpetual  an- 
tagonism with  the  physical  and  chemical  a- 
gencies  of  the  external  wurld,  all  tending  to 
operate  spccijical/tj  upon  the  living  body,  and 
to  reduce  it  to  the  condition  ofintrt  matter 
Therefore,  in  the  common  acceptation.  Life  i.- 
a  certain  principle,  which  is  maintained  so 
long  as  the  organization  ia  unimpaired,  and 
capable  of  resifctirg  the  influctcs  ofesteinal 
agents. 

Di;ath  is  that  ermdi'ion  of  an  organized 
body,  no  lon^'^r  subservient  to  these  acrii  n- 
ccnstituiinj?  Life,  and  now  partaking  of  the 
well  known  jn  pcrtits  of  unorganized  matters 
and  like  them,  unutrgoing  various  chemical 
procesree,  the  last  and  most  prominent  being 
putrefatticn  cr  deccmpcsition.  Jipnrein  Death 
is  the  temp;  nvo-y  fu-ponsion  of  Life,  dcpen  1- 
ing  up(n  iuneticnal  dcrang<ni"nt  of  the  p.-rris 
which  under  other  circumetances  n.'aintained 
vitality. 

These  definitions  of  the  two  great  powers, 
Life  and  Dtaih,  differ  somewhat  from  those 
given  by  Phj^Julogical  writor.s  ;— but,  b-jin;! 
buijects  of  the  greatest  ioteiest,  clothed  in 
much  obscurity,  and  at  best  treated  in  the  ab- 
Btraefc,  wo  think  that  our  cxplanatidis  will 
convey  a  clearer  idea  of  the  subjects  to  the 
reader  ia  general,,  and  more  especially  to  the 
non-proftssionul,  thsn  if  v/e  were  to  divell  at 
greater  lengths. 

For  the  sustenance  of  Life,  the  concurrence 
of  the  healthful  performance  of  two  classes  ol 
ffinftions  if.  requisite.  First — Fiiaetions  of  th^:' 


component  principles  of  living  b^s:  A't^T- 
tion—the  successive  acth.ns  attendant  upon 
ihe  ccropositi.n  and  dfcpipcsition,  which  are 
in  constant  operation  ia  orgjinized  bodies: 
Co;,?mcf^o,i-deponding  upon  the  peculiar  ao- 
t.on  of  certain  solids  of  the  body,  as  influenc- 
ed by  internal  or  external  causes. 

Secondly— Functions    mutually  depending 
'.n  each  other,    the  whole   constituting   a  sys- 
tem :  D/gestion—a.  process,  by  which  the  sub- 
stances introduced   in  the    alimentary  organs, 
undergo  different  changes,  preparing  them  for 
the  support  of  the  body.     Secretion—the  sepa- 
ration of  .he  materials  of  the  blood  in  certain 
organs,    for  the   production    of  special    fluids 
Ab,orptwn~-ih2   removal    of  substances   from 
r-be  body,   whereby  the  decompo,ition  is  at  all 
tmns    pniprotionate  to  the  deposition   of  new 
Uiii Iters.    Respiration— ihe  change    which  the 
veuous  blood,    Jjmph   ani  cLvle,    sustain  by 
ihe  action  of  atmodpheric  air  m  the  pulmona'- 
ry  organs,    ar.d  thereby  acquire   the  proper- 
ues  of  arterial  bh.oj.   Crculatioa—the  cease- 
less motion  of  the  blood,    frota  the  left  ventri- 
cle of  the  heart  through  all  parts  of  the  body. 
/:;.ccm/on— the  elimiuulit,n  aad  removal  of  all 
u-'.eJei^s  or  superaburidant  matters  ;  and  lastly, 
the  great  and  unexplained  connecting  link  of 
this  chain  of  functions— J/me;  i;a<iO?i— or  the 
i.c'ion  of  the  nervous  systeq;. 

Life,  therefore,  being  maintained  by  the  ac- 
ti.-ms   of  two    widely  different  classes?  of  func- 
tions,  it  follows,   that  Death  may  be  manifest 
in  both.     Death  is  then    divided   inw— Local, 
Special  or  Molecular  Death,    or   the    cessation 
of  the  functions  of  the   Qr.-^t  Class,    and  which 
do  not  necessarily  induce  danger  to  the  utaf- 
ft-'Cted  part^i  of  t),e  sy.stem,    unless  the    occur- 
rence of  local  death  takes   place  in    an  organ, 
who.^e   unimpaired   function  is   indispensable 
■o  the  coatitiuance  of  Life;    or  from  its  induc- 
ing  similar  chang-^s  in   proximate  or  distant 
[.arts;  and  thus  o  i,  through  the  system.  Death 
■roni  b^ing  local  b-omes  general  or  systemic 
Gjjieia'  or  Sy-^tcmic  Death.  U  the   cesmtiun  of 
ihe  functions  of  the  aecoud  Class,  vrhich  "mainT 
t;iin  the    mutual    dependence    of  the   several 
tarts  of  the    organic    whdie."     It  is    followed 
>ooner  or  .J^ter,   by  the  death    of  every  pirt  in 
succession,    the  phenomena  of  local  death  do- 
claiing  themf^^elvjs  in  the   different  organs   by 
various  changes. 

We  will  now  rpnsiner  somewhat  in  detail 
the  separate  pheuomena  of  Looai  or  iMolecu- 
'ar  Death,    aa]  iu  so  do!n^,    we  shall ■  natiks  ^ 
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few  remarks   upon   some    of  the  processes   ofi  mode  of  Death  one  step  farther,    we  have  the 
Inflammation,    which  we  trust   will  not  prove  following  modifications  from  Gangrene  to  Spha- 


unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

Deatli  frcBn  destmctioii  of 

Tissuses. 

The  different  tissues  when  the  organization 

is  unimpaired,  are  nourished  and  renovated  by  .  ,,        .  ,         ,.  ,   ,     i  j 

^,  .       .         J      ^    ro.!  rxi  a       a;reen ;  the  small  vesicles  which  had  appeared 

the  passing  in  and  out  or  them,  01  t!ie  more  1111-:°     ,     '  .„.,  , 

id  portions  of  the  blood.    This  circulation  can 

not  be  performed    without   the  alternate  con 

traction  and  dilation   of  their   small  tubes  or 


celus^ — there  is  no  longer  any  pain,  and  if  q,ii, 
times  this  feeling  is  present,  the  patient  refers 
it  to  the  parts  or  organs  in  contact  with,  or  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  one  affected,  this  becomes 
of  a  brown  or  black  colour,  at  times  yellow  or 


capillary  vessels,  whose  very  delicate  walls 
are  joined  to  the  neighbouring  vessels  and  tis- 
sues, by  cellular  membrane,  and  the  whole 
influenced  by  very  minute  nervous  fibrils,  di- 
recting the  second  function  of  the  first  ClasSj 
that  of  Contraction.  Should  any  cause  tend  to 
disturb  or  arrest  the  delicate  mechanism  of 
the  part,  the  function  it  should  perform  is  sus- 
pended in  part,  and  if  the  cause  is  fevere  and 
prolonged,  it  is  entirely  arrested  The  small 
tubes  are  HO  longer  capable  of  receiving,  and 
of  expelling  the  flaid  ;  this  becomes  changed, 
and  f'dlowed  by  distension  of  the  parieties  of 
the  obb^tructed  vessel,  and  this  pressure  is  es- 
fjtciided  10  the  nervous  fibrils,  that  cm  no  lon- 
»ger  exert  their  special  action  en  the  diseased 
-vessel,  and  the  part  now  dies.  We  find  the 
'tsplanatibn  of  tLi?  phenomenon  in  one  of  the 
termioatious  of  Inflaramatiion  :  the  capillaries 
of  the  inflamed  par.t  receive  an  in,cr,Qased  sup- 
ply of  bluol,  which  ruijhes  througii  tbem'on 
its  {.assago  to  the  veins.  Witii  the  progress  of 
di:;ea9e,  a  larger  extent  of  tissde  becomes  im- 
plicated, "and  the  capillaries  more  distehded — 
and  upon  the  well  tttabli^hcd  law, '.that  ell 
things  being  equal,  the  blood  will  flow  more 
rapidly  in  a  contracted  than  in  a  dilated  ves- 
sel, the  circulation  becomes  impeded,  and  the 
blood  stagnates  or  thickens ,  the  same  process 
takes  place  in  the  proximate  vessels,  they  be- 
come filled  with  blood ;  in  some  cases  flla'ine 
is  effused,  and  false  membranes  are  formed; — 
in  others,  coagulable  matter  is  poured  out,  the 
texture  of  the  part  becoming  denser  and  thick- 
er (hepatization,)  witlioat  necessarily  destroy- 
ing its  vitality,  though  it  interferes  to  a  great-  j 


I  at  the  commencement  of  the  gangrenous  str^ge, 
i  (containing  the  serosity  of  the  decomposed 
blood,)  increase  in  size  and  number,  frequent- 
ly breaking  through  the  iutersticial  mem- 
brane?, and  covering  the  sphacelated  surface 
wilh  one  extensive  vesicle.  The  integument 
and  cellular  tissue  under  the  epidermis,  be- 
come swollen  and  puffy,  crepitating  under  pres- 
sure, in  other  cases,  the  parts  are  soft,  flaccid 
and  cold;  this  state  continues  but  for  a  short 
time  only,  when  the  highly  offensive  cadaver- 
ous odor  proclaims  that  the  process  ha^  end- 
ed. This  death  of  one  part,  may  extend  to  the 
neighboring  tissues,  exerting  such  a  deleteri- 
ous influence,  as  gradually  to  conduce  to  the 
destruction  of  the  whole  system. 

The  dead  portion  must  be  removed  by  sur- 
gical assistance,  or  left  to  the  hands  of  Nature, 
who  relieves  the  unfortunate  sufferer  by  a  sim- 
ple and  beautiful  process.  Adhesive  inflim- 
matiou  springs  up,  showing  itself  in  the  form 
of  a  narrow  red  circle,' — the  line  of  demarka- 
tion  between  the  dead  and  living  parts.  The 
integument  becDmes  inflimed,  and  ulceration 
succeeds,  the  breach  widens,  the  dead  part 
shrinks  and  drops  off  in  the  form  of  a  sloug/i, 
The  lea t.  portion  is  supplied  to  spme  extent  by 
the  oi-ganization  of  coagulable  lymph,  which 
part-^kes  of  the  nature  of  the  tissue  to  bo  re- 
paired, and  when  fhs  process  is  completed, 
and  the  newly  organized  part  protected'  by 
integument,    it  is  kuoivn  by  the  name  of  cica- 


trix or  scar. 

Ihe  second  phenomenon  attendant  upon  lo- 
cal or  molecular  Death  is 

Arrest,  of  Niitritioia,  or  Cessa- 
tion of   CiTCiiiatioia. 

The  component  or  proximate  principles  qf 
er  or  lesser  degiree  in  the  performance  of  its  J  every  portion  of  the  body,  are  at  all  times  pre-: 
functions  — At  other  times,  when  from  the  in-  '  pared  and  found  floating  in  thp  blood,  and  tho 
tentiiy  of  the  exciting  cause,  and  the  conSe- i  power  of  assimilation,  inherent  in  all  partg 
queut  high  degree  of  the  inflammatory  action,  :  enables  them  "to  add  to  themselves  the  mat- 
a  large  portion  of  the  capillary  system  becomes  ters  similar  to  their  own  proximate  principles  , 
affected,  the  retained  bhiol  undergoes  decom-and  of  changing  the  composition  of  those  that 
position,  inducing  that  of  the  vessels  contain-  are  dissimiiar ;" — thus  the  brain  and  the  glands 
ing  it,  and  of  the  parts  through  which  they ,  will  take  up  the  albumen;  the  muscular  t'S- 
pass;  vitality  id  destroyed,  and  the  part  is  said  I  sues,  the  fibrine  ;  the  adipese  textures,  thg 
{.y  be  mortiticd  or  gangrenous.  On  tracing  this  chyle  ■  the  hair,  the  ireu  ;  kc.    These  nit^tter^ 
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fcarried  by  the  blood  in  its  passage  through  tbej 

capillary  vessel",   permeate  or  exude  through!  LANCET       NOTE^BOOK 

their  coats,  and  in  this  manner  renovate  every!  OF 

pin  x)f  the  system.  |  A3lP::ftlCAN    PRACTICE. 


[Prepared  expressly  for  the  Lancet.] 


The  nervous  influence  may  be  removed  from 
the  i3xtremitics   in  the  human  subject  dy  dis- 
ease,  or  by  experiment   in  the  lovret  animals,  I 
and  the  part  thus  deprived  of  sensation  and:     i.  Strychnia  in  Intermittent  Fe- 

motion  will  present  the  other  vital  actions,  inver. — Dr  M  ,  has  lor  many  years  treated  the 
hi'osfc  irstunces  the  limb  will  thrive,    vthile  at  worst  forms  of  Intermittent  Fever    by  Sfrych^ 

other  times,    it  becomes^attenuated  and  shnv-  ";'^'  ^^'^  '^^-^  !"f  *  i^.^'-k"!  ^^^  ^^VPJ  effects. 
'      ,,         ,       ,       J    1   .  ..  ,  He  gives  one-sixteenth  or  a  aram  m  a  pill  ev- 

els  away.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  current  ^y^^^i^j.^^  ^uurs,  gradually  increasing  the  dose 
ofblo'jd  be  arrested  by  turnout's,  deposition  of  Jq  proportion  to  the  loss  of  suFceplibility.  In 
Ijmph,  os.-ifioation,  ov  ligature,  so  as  to  cut  off  thi?  manner,  he  has  been  enable<l  to  give  one 
the- Anastomotic  circulation,    thd  blood  retain- ' grain  three  or   four  times  a-day,  without  the 

,  .     .,  1    v„i,„  ..„  ,,i,.,„„i.:„„  „-,,„„!  occurrence  of  any  toxical  symptoms.    The  pa- 

ed  )n  the  vessels  below  the  oustiucting  caus e,  i  J  v    '^  .•  i  il 

,  .    „  ,  ^,  jtient  rccovci-ing  in  a  very  short  time,   and  the 

and  from  this  hrst  cause,  and  the  nonreuew-^^.^  ji,j,^,p„^ring  on  the  second  day,  after 
al  of  the  blood,  the  limb  becomes  gangrenous!  ^.„„l^Jen^Jing  j^e  use  of  the  Stry(5hnia.— S.  E. 
and  sphacelated.    The  same  result  \Vill  attend ,  JMcKinlkv;  in  Med.  Examiner. 

a  deficiency  of  artel-val  blood  in  any  part,  itn-  

accompanied  by  pfevious  inllammation.  Thej  jj  Y^jiMcniit  Dysentery. -The  treats 
presence  of  ihe  bluod  is  consequently  reT{uired;  j,^«f,t  consists,  iu  grain  doses  of  a  combination 
ifi  evorv  orgaa  for  the  maintenance  of  Life,  of  cal.,  opium,  ipecac,  and  camphor,  gived 
Without  reierrihg  to  tb'J  cessa'bn  of  the  capil-'ooce  in  three  or  six  hours,  interposing  a  ca- 
lory circulation,  the  Life  per  se  in  some  of  the  ^^^'f^'  .J«««  of  «*'of;-l'  ^^^^^  '^^  '^  b«  ^^^\l' 
•'  -  .,   1.    .         ^        11      n  ed  by  oil,   epsom  salts  or  other  laxatives ;    the 

lower  clashes  of  ofganis^ed  beings,  WC  will  cai,^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^   continued  or  not,    according 

to  mind  *hat  is  observable  in  Gangnna  scml-  iq  ji^  pa,in  aad  eracuations,  repeating  the  ca- 
ts or  Dry  Gangrene  of  ad  vauded  Life.  This  fa-  thartic  at  stated  intervals,  until  free  foecal 
tal  disease,  produced  by  impaired  nutrition,  and  bilious  disChilrges  are  oddasioDed.  Fof 
commencing  in  the  toes,  gradually  invades  fiW*'e«  S^ve  the  blue  mass  io  lieu  of  calomel 
.     .     ,      ^,     ,        „  ,,     r^  .        ,        ;  for  the  cathartid.    Some  cases  t-equired  opium 

the  back  and  sole    of  the  foot,    passing  above ;  ^.^j^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^l^^j.   ^^j^^^^^^   opium  and 

the  ankle  it  destroys  the  tissues  of  the  inferior  \^^  injections,  •\Vhile  in  others  suppositories 
part  of  the  leg,  and  ete  it  progresses  much  were  employed  The  tenesmus  could  not  be 
farther,  Death  will  relieve  the  victim  from  its 'controlled  ex;ept  through   topical  means. 

g.    '„-  I      Ninety   three    cases  were   treated    thus  by 

°  ■  !  Drs.  S.MITH  and  'A'otdwakd,  of  which,  29  un- 

As  a  certain  quantity  of"  arterialii^.ed  blood ^Jer  ten  years  of  age,  recovered,  save  four 
is  indispensably  requisite  for  the  performance  children  under  four  yt^ars  old  — Trans,  of  the 
of  the    vl;al   functions,    so  also  is  it,  that  an ;  Med.  Assoc,  of  t^cuth.  Cent.  New  York,  p  35 

over- flow  of  this  fluid  to  an  organ,   and  its  re- 1 

tention  there,  by  impediment  to  its  free  return  |  \\i_  Hydrothorax  foHotTing  Pneu* 
through  the  veins,  produces  Congestion,  which,  iBionia.— Child  eight  years  old  :  applied  the 
jfoccuiring  in  an  important  organ,    the  brain  oinmiauc  of   rer/J/-./<e  to  the  chest,   whi.-h.  in 

°  .  J-   .      1     iU  1       one  hour  was  followed   by  great  prostration, 

f..r  instance,  causes  immediate  death  by  apo  i,^,  .^e  res^ration  became  fii'l  and  free,  and 
plexy.  Asa  due  supply  of  blood  is  demanded  ^^^^  ^^^^^  regular,  which  had  been  previously 
for  the  support  and  stimulation  of  ttie  organi-  remarkably  intermitting,  the  next  n  oming, 
zation,  so  is  it  that  the  thoracic  and  abdomi-  copious  diuresis  took  pkce,  and  ihe  chiid  con- 
nal  viscera,  require  a  certain  proportion  of  vaLsced  ra^.idly^  Dr.  Bundv  has  us^.d  thisoint- 
.    „  '    ^  1 1     xi         •  *■    „,     uu-nt  wiv;h  ^in>a  results  in  rneum^tic  pains  ot 

nervous  mfluenc  ,  to  enable  them  in  pertortn-  »    j  •     ..     ,^   ,.    ,.    .:„  ^ ,;,  5  ..  .^^o 

'  ^  the  ciicst.    and  m  Hii)S3   tUnricic  paios    t-ome- 

ing  their  appropriate  offices  :   but  as  we  have  ^,^^^^  exi^^  iu^^  during  convalescence  from  pueu- 
Faid,  nervous  inflaencc  in   other  parts   of  the   moriia  — Id   page  CG. 
fystem,  is  secondary  to  that  af  the  circulation.  

[To  be  continued  ]  IV;  Cliolera  and  liiterisiittent  Fe- 

■%'er.—  1'u.iifiit  V(;iuitirig  iiiid  puvgiiig   a  clul- 

ous  lo<  king  fluid  in    large  qtiimines  ■    be  was 

,  in  spa.-ms  and  had  the  livid  cohr  of  one  drcwn- 

XtJ^CIammy  and  watery  local  sweats  occur  a  cd.  lie  bad  had  intermittent  fever  for  ten  day«J, 

fhort  time  bft-lt^e  death  in  many  diseases.  '  aud  this  was  the  day  of  the  piroxy-m.— 
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R.,  Calomel,         5^8. 

Quinine.         onie  tea^poonful. 

Ot.ium.  ) 

,,'     .     „        J  aa  srs.  ij. 

The  Vfjniiting  wnd  )-.Urging  very  soon  ceased,  I 
the  circulation  and  warmth  returned,  and  he 
rapidly  recovered. — H.   Skaman,  in  Id.  p.  09. 


V.  Disease  of  tSie  Kiiiee^  treated 
by  cold  A^^ater. — I'aiient  tCt.  15;  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Knee-joint  of  long  duration,  with 
stiffness,  swelling  and  ^light  contraotion  of  the 
rDUscles  ConipliLined  ot  no  pain,  and  enjoyed 
good  health  wjih  tlio  eiopption  of  an  occasion 
al  enlargement  of  the  glands  of  the    throat. 

Dr.  Bi'«j)icK  !-aw  the.  pntjent  in  F'-h;  pulse 
accelerated,  tungue  gli,:;hfly  coated,  loss  of  up 
petite,  night  sweats,  and  raj.id  was'tjng  nf  th.- 
flesh.  Joinr.  four  inches  larger  than  the  o'her  : 
great  ema.iiation  of  the  limb  a'.xive  and  below 
the  knee;  no  diseoliratiiin  of  the  skiu.  very 
little  tenderness  or  fluctuation,  and  no  paid 
except  on  mntioa.  Ordered  a  stricf  ve^etahl.- 
diet  of  milk  and  coarse  bread,  without  butt(i.\% 
and  water  for  drink.  Three  or  four  fdlds  <  f 
wet  cloth  were  constantly  wound  around  the 
joint,  covered  with  flinnel.  A  stream  of  water 
was  pumped  twice  a  day  upon  the  knee,  fol- 
lowed by  active  friction  ior  twenty  minutes. 
As  much  grtoeral  exercise  was  enjoined  as  pos- 
sible without  use  of  the  affected  limb  On  the 
1st  of  May,  the  crutches  were  thrown  aside, 
the  joint  being  reduced  to  the  size  of  the  oth- 
er, and  the  patient  having  gained  the  free  use 
of  the  entire  limb  The  lad  having  gained 
flesh  is  now  as  sprightly  and  active  as  ev- 
er.—Id.  page  71. 


VI.  Collodion  to  lirevent  Pitting 
■by  Small-PdV* — In  two  patients  witii  vi- 
rulf'nt  nniili-pt'X,  wlicn  it  broke  (  ut,  a  ooating 
of  coUodiim  was  applied  to  the  face  and  neck, 
except  the  upper  eyelids,  and  a  place  on  the 
neck,  'i  his  was  dune  four  consecufive  ('ays, 
then  every  21  or  31  day  a.-^  rfcpiired.  until  the 
21st  day  in  one  case,  arsd  the  -2^1  in  th'^  other, 
both  being  discharged  convalescent,  wi'h  scar- 
cely a  scar  on  the  p  irt.s  where  the  C(dlodion 
had  been  ai^plieu. — Dr.  B;a.sKKRRCFF,  in  the 
Buffalo  Med    Journal. 


V  II  .""TaiiiBisa  in   DyiPiitery.— Tan- i 
nin,  accordidg  to  the  toli.)Wirig  tDnnuhe  is  re- 
C(jniniendoJ  for  dysentery  in  adult's  and  chil- 
)en"s  euse^:  li.  Ti.ntiin,  gj  :  pulv   opi  ,  ^.-s  :  ■ 
Fecale  ornut..  gr.  xv. ;    sacch.  alb,  gss.     M. 
Ft.  chart   no.  x.    For  adult  males  and  tVmales 
where  sec    cornat    is  ainiissihle.    Or,  R.   Tan-  j 
nin,  gr   x  ;   ip.  or  op.  c   p  •  9j  ;    pulv.  crefiB  j 
cooip.,  33<. ;    sicch    alh.J5j,     M.     Ft.  chart  ; 
no.  X    vel  XV.,  accordiiig  to  child's  aT,o,  or  frum 
1  to  5  yr-i.  Or,  R   Ta,nain.  gr.  xxv.  :  pu!v  opii,  ' 
gr.  z. ;  est.  cicutas   gr.  viij  ;  ipeo.  pulv.,  gr  .x.  j 
.M     Ki;.  pil    X     0,je   o  or  4  tiine.s   a  d.vy.  — Dr.  ; 
CuM.Mi.NOs;   in  Bostoa  iVLvl   and  -"^urg.  Jour. 
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T2ac  Ujsivei'sity.— We  have  the  pUa- 
sure  of  learning  that  the  two  A'aeant  Profes- 
sorships in  this  de.7ervedly  popular  Sc!.vooI, 
have  b?en  fiiled  by  the  appointrm  nt  of  l^foi'!*. 
n.iUTLETT  and  Gross,  whose  well  known  r^- 
putations  us  Authors  and  Teachers,  will  add 
ininuasurably  to  the  s^uccc-s  the  University 
has  been  rapidly  giiinihg  within  the  last  few 
years  Much  as  we  r<'gret  that  Pr.  I).-:t.mold 
is  not  "orie  of  them,"  nevertheles'S,  we  are 
gtatififd  'for  aukl  lang  syne,"  that  the  chairi* 
are  so  Worthily  OOCupied> 

College  of   Physicians   and    Sur- 

geons.~New  York  offers  advant  iges  far  su- 
perior to  any  other  city,  for  the  acquirement 
of  a  good  and  perfect  medical  elucation.  TLm 
high  rank  and  sterling  value  of  the  College  a» 
well  as  the  Univei-sity,  as  two  of  ii)e  mo.st 
practical  Schools  in  the  Union,  will  induco 
students,  regardless  of  "high  fe<  s  "'  to  patron- 
ize those  institutions,  where  they  will  secure 
ilie  best  practical,  if  not  theoretical  knowl- 
edge. 

CteJJege  of  Medicine.— This  is  a  new 
Scho'd  organizea  by  Hokack  Gkeen.  M.  D., 
and  opening  Uiub.r  very  favorable  auspijes.-.v. 


m  UEmM  PRESS. 

The  profev-.ion  liive,  at  la-t.  become  fa'rly 
awakened  to  the  imperative  necessity  of  keep. 
ing  pice  with  the  times,  by  mean 4  of  periodic- 
als suited  to  inform  thera  of  che"  discoveries 
and  improvements  which  are  daily  made  in 
medicine,  and  the  collateral  sciences — hence 
the  ii"icreaslng,demaad  I'or  such  publications. 

This  diffasionlof  knowledge,  growing  rapidly 
cheaper  and  more  aoce?sibl(?,  is  telling  loudly 
upon  the  communi'y  at  large.  Empiricism  is 
fas'  hiding  its  dlmioished  heal;  laise  delica- 
cy is  going  into  its  last  liv.Hterics;  and,  aa 
shown  by  the  introdactlou  of  elementary  phy- 
biolo^lc*^,  «  orks  'm  BC'hooI%   the  study  of  iiufe* 


224  NORTHERN  LANCET,     •  '  Jci^t 


jects  htretofure  restricad  to  ene  class  ot  the  tbern  Lancet.'  from  its  ezcreiriely  lo«^  price, 
joirnw,  is  re-.-eiving  rhat' attf-niion  vrhich  it  so  Wi\s  a  meager  concern.  Btlt?n  Consideration 
■well  deserve?,  and  would  te  fctiirdenied,  were  if  tbe  above  knowledge,  and  liaving  seen  your 
the  public  mind  as  uu-enligbtened,  acd,  there-  P'^blication  highly  spoken  of  bj  swne  of  our 
fore,  intolerant  as  in  a  less  fa-vored  age.     So- ,  'Southern  medical  journals,  1  have  concluded 

.  ,     r  •       .,  ;,  .1    4.        ,.  •      -    to  become  a  Hubsciiber.'' 

ciety  Dttng  thus  made  awaie  that  Beaicine  iS; 

the  most  prcgreseive  of  sciences,  will  not  em-'     ^^^ther  publication,  to  be  called  "The  Bal- 

ploy  thephyoiclan  wb<.|allows  ^himself  to  be  '""'^"^^^^^'"f  ^^^^'^-^S^^^^  Journal,"  is  an- 
J.  ^  ,  J   .„        ....         ^.  .,,  noucced  as    about  being   issued  monthly,  in 

dittanceu  :    aiid.  it  no   hij»hor   incentive   will  ^u   ..    •.       r^     n  i-  ■ 

°  that  city,  Dr.  Hull,  editor, 

anjmate  him,  Que  regard  I'-r  hia  •' oread_and  j 

batter"  will  sr.ur  him  on.  _„        ._„»_    . 

^  .  TO  READERS  ANO  COFiRESPONDENTS. 

We  have  been  led  into  these  remarks,   by        ^  -r,  .  ,        .  .,   , 

^,  ,  .  .        r  1      /■  Ti      •       T  1        *-*lbi9  number    is   miuled  to  subscribers 

the  recent  accession  oi  the  following  Journals     ,         ^  ■     ■,      ■  ,  i        . 

■  °  whose  term  expired  with   our  las',  issue     Aa- 

to  the  medical  press  of  the  country  :-  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^pj^^  ^^^  ,,^j^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 

Tiie  Xetv-Yorli  ?»iedical  Gazette,  wit-h  to  secure  a  complete  voluimej    they  will 

ANO  Journal  of  Hi.iLTU. —  This  is  a  iiue  8vo.  please  addra^-s  us  as  early  a^?  passible. 

weekly  published  at  775  Broadway,  .New-Vork, ,      Our  Buok-tab'.e  and  the  li-'  of  L -tters,   are 

under  the  charge  of  D.   j\L    R>:>.se,    M.  D.,  ;  ftoni  the  lengh  of  the  Home  DopaTtiaer.t,'nn- 

L.  L   D.,  tie  talented  editor  of  Coopers  Sur-  avoidably  p  .stponed  to  our  next  nuiuber.'    .'^^ 

gical  Dictionary,    and  other  standard  works.  |     Topography  and  Ge;>loaT  of  L-tmolUeCouil- 

Apart  from  matters,  highly  interesting,  to  the   ^y^^  VeruiDnt,  bv  •■L:-n,vr,--    ..r..I  JV..  •....«.*- 

practitioner,  this  publication,   long  needed  in  Py^.^. -o  ^hv 'Df   ' 

New- York,  contains  valuable  papers  on  agrp  'ation^    <  -  ,  *'    '  ' 

culture,  and  other  f  objects  that  leenVnmend       -.^t    o"  t?'    W       u     -  -   i       -         i 
,        ,,'  ,        „  .  ■"'  ^      .,.  .  .  ^       v\  .  R.  E. '  We  Bhouia  h^  pieaaed  t 

the  ••  Gazette  '  to  all  in  quest  of  useful  in8trtfo«     •'       ^  j-j  ^        .i  ,. 

.•         n>    „      .to  •       J  rfouest,  did  We  not  knov'.-.  >■'>  1*  A    -vw  i     :  .._i. 

tion.     lerms  :  i*2  a-vcar.  m  advance.  ■,,•■;  ■     * 

,  us  uoder  the  present  o  .   wociiftwf 

T1|G  ?i^e^v-riaiti5}.=liire  Jo?iraal  of  avail  D.  .the,  tOld.  (io-^vx 

Metliciiie.    Edited  by  El-ward  H.P.vrker,  injustice  is >showu  liiiq-i-ri^,.^   ^  ^ 

A.  jM.,  M.  D.  Concord.  N.  H.— itia  with  affec-  ' '  "  "'    *  .17  j 

tioB,  almost,  that  we  welcome  our  yery  nearly  -A.  l^ew  ydun^e. 

attired  Confrere  to  the  editorial  ranks:  for  ha,      V/e  ar§   daily  in  receipt  "S  ,for.  kte 

has  certainly  laid   a  particular  claim  to  our  LA^CET,    conditional -up.ui  ..d.^  ...'''       ^-  'u]> 

kindest  wishes,  by  adopting  a  rate  of  subscrip- '  ni^h  the  back-numbers.    As  our  e.  ex- 

tion  bjmilar  to  our  own.    He  slould  not,  how- ;  hausted,  we  have  come  to  the  determination  of 

ever,  venture  forth  with  so  much  of  missiving.  'dosing  this  volume  with  the  pre3eat  No  ,  and 

From  (-ur  experienc  in  tie  enterprize,  we  can   opening  the  21  on  the  Ist  of  November,   when 

assure  him  that  it  is  far  Irom  being  un-grate-j^e  shall  also   give  an  Ind.x.      This   arrauge- 

ful.  The  success  of  our  undertaking— the  first  ^ent  will  accommodate  new  tubsciribers,  with- 

of  the  kind,  in  tbife;country,  at-least,  in  point  out  intefering  with  subajriptiq  is   on  our  booka 

of  price  and  feature— was  doubted  originally  ;   vrhich,  in.^ead  of  expirlog  :n  Ja.au -r-.  wi;l  bo 

but  the  substantial  and  flattering  marks  of  ap-  continued  to  April  nesS-. 

probation,    which   we  have  been,  and  are  still  

receiving  from  all'pircs  of  the  L'niua,  have  far'  Ageiicies, 

surpassed   our  most   sanguine    expectations  i      General  Agents,  wiih  power   of    appoint- 

The  cheapness  of  our  rates  seemed  to  us  (as  JDj;   sub  agents : 

it  apparently  docs  to  our  friend,)  the  rock  up-       ^^-  ^5oakis,  MciMASTEa'&  Co,  Montgomery. 

on  which  w'e  might  split :  but  instead  of  prov-     ^^     ^^^•""*-  c     o       i     i.  x- 

,       ,       .    7      ,  ,      ,       .    '-    .    :i\.    Morris,    Morev   t-i   Co.    Jaekson.     ror 

ing  a  orecAer,  it  ba.s  become  a  liarb'jr  lor  sa'e- ;  ]yjj^^j^j,jj    J 

ty;tand  respecting  it,  our  neighbor  may  de-  !      R.  TnIokris,  Robikson  &  Co,  Na:kville.    Fop 
rive  some  encjura.'rement  frum  rhe  following  Teunessee. 


extract  from  a  letter  receiveJ  the  other  d:iy,  ^     -■^■.2-  Bradley,    West  MeriJen.     For  Con- 

from   Kentucky: — '-Were  it  not  for  the  fact  '^^*^'''9,"  '  ti  .   ,         t-     ^i.    at    <.k 

,,       ,         .      /  ,.     ,  .     ,        .         ,■  ,     '     J.  b.  Andrews.  Potsdam.  For  the  Northern 

that  I  received  my  medical  instruction  at  the  ^Counties  of  iNew  York. 

North,  apu  know  how  the 'Yankees    work  for       JusTrg    Whits   is  our    General  travelling 
a  •jitiU'ing,''  I  cljoaM  coacluJe  that  the  'Nor^  Agfnt- 
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Brick  Block, 

Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. 

MPw      .    ,TOPHYsicM^^i~-~~ 
NEW  and  choice  Medicines,  as  follows  : 

Iron  Tincture  of  Muriate  of  Iron,  Cod  Uv- 
er  Oil,  from  fresh  livers,  &c.,  &c.,  for  BaL> 
by  WM.  P.  MOOERS,  DruggS, 

_  Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

ooctor^^vTrdIcane" 

Broad  Street,   Plattsburgh,   N.    Y. 


North  0/   the  Court    House     Margaret    Str*.t, 
Plattsburgh. 

Q.       ^0^™R  HORACE  NELSON\ 
Stone  Row,  Margaret  Street,  Plattsbureb 

chirges*:  "       '  '"'  ''""""'  ''""^   ^^ 


DOCTOR  FRANCLS  J.  D'^VIci^^ 
_Ausab]e  Forks,  N.  Y.  *  ' 


ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELLOR  AT  LAW 

i  articular  attention  paid  to  tho  colleetka 
business.  v^ctiMia 

fi^fOfFiCE,  two  doors  east  of  Field'u  Ea- 

f.„^4.?'  m""'.,^**"*"/'  '^  *°  authorized  Apont 
Franklin    "'"'""  '^"'^'*''  ''^^  *^«    «°-»/^ 

Z        ""davTdXmcneTl;  ~" 

Attorney,  Counsellor,  Solicitor.  &c      Offic*  i,^  «i. 
Court  Home.  Plattaburgh.  *^* 
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Lancet  (Jeneral  Advertiser. 


.,    -AUSABLE  HOUSE, 
By  T.  S.  Harvey,  Keeseville,  N.  Y. 


UNITED  STATES  HOTEL, 
By   John  Nichols,   Plattsburgh. ,  Carraiges  reg- 
"ularly  to  and  from  the  the  Boats.     Pleasure  par- 
ties supplied  \vith  carriages,  sleighs,  &c.,  at 
reasonable  prices. 


POOLE'S    HOTEL, 
Front  Sfri-eet,  a  few   rods   South  of  the  Bank, 
Keeseville,  N.  Y.  


MERCANTILE. 


i%ew  Book  and  Job  Prlntiii^ 
JBstablisliment, 

CHURCH  STREET,  BURLINGTON,  VT. 

THE  undersigned  would  announce  that  they 
have  opened  an  office  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  above  business  in  Burlington,  and  are  ready  to 
receive  orders  for  Jl  kinds  of  printing  which  will 
be  promptly  attended  to. 

Books,  Pamphlets,  Circulars,  Checks,  Handbills 
Programmes,  Bill  Heads,  Inyitations.  Business 
Cards,  Address  do.  Law  Blanks,  Bills  of  Lading 
CertificBtes,  Order  Books,  Druggists  and  other 
Labels,  Bail  Tickets,  Shipping  Bills  &c.,  furnish 
ed  at  short  notice  and  on  as  reasonable  terms  as  at 
any  office  north  of  New  York. 

(ji5»Printing  with  Gold  and  Silver  Bronzes  done 
in  a  superior  manner. 

The  proprietors  are  both  practical  Printers  and 
have  devoted  their  whole  time  to  the  business  for 
nearly  twenty  year* ;  and  iti  the  selection  of  their 
material  they  have  aimed  to  keep  pace  with  the 
improvements  in  the  art.  They  trust  their  expe- 
rience, with  their  facilities  for  doing  work 
'  promptly,  will  enable  them  to  give  entire  satis- 
faction to  the  public,  who  are  respectfully  invited 
to  call  and  leave  their  orders. 

J.  W.  TUTTLE, 

q.  J.  sT^vcY. 

Burlington,  January  IS-'H).         ^ 

"  j7h.  Bromley, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL 

DEALER    IN 

DRY  &  WET  GROCERIES,  PROVISIONS  &.C., 
Margaret,  Street,  Plattsburgh. 
4  LWAYS  on  hand  at  the  lowest  rates,  Sugars, 

J\.  Muscavado,  Loaf,  Crushed  and   Pulverised. 

Teas,  Old  and  \oung  Hyson,  H  S  Black  ; 

Molasses,  N  0  Porto  Rico,  Sugar  House  ; 

Tobacco,  Spanish,  Smoking,  Chewing,  Snuff  ; 

Oils,  Winter,  Sperm,  and  Bleached  ; 

Soaps,  No  I,  Castile,  Shaving  and  Toilet ; 

Coffee,  Mocha,  St  Domingo; 

Fish,  Cod,  Mackerel,  Herring,  Salmon  ; 

Flour,  Pork,  Oatmeal,  and  Buckwheat ; 

Fruits,  Raisins,  Figs,  Prunes,  Currants,  Citrons; 

NuT«,  Almonds,  Brazil,  Pecan  ; 

Confectioneries,  in  quantities  and  at  all  prices; 
'Salt,  Sack,  Liverpool,  Barrell  ; 

Candles.  Adamantine,  Sperm,  Tallow  ; 

Vinegar,  Pickles,  Sauces,  Mustard,  Farina,  Ver- 
micelli,  Lemon   Syrup,   Butter,    Cheese,    Soda, 
•  Sugar,    Lemon    and    Boston    Craokere,  Wooden 

Ware,  Blooms,  Measures,  covered  Pails  and  Box- 

*s,  Trays,  painted   Tubs,  Pails,  Shoe  and  Floor 

Brushes,  Clothes  Pins,  Baskets,  &c.,  &c. 
People  of  Champlaln,  Chazy,  Beekmantown, 
*Ausable  arid  Salmon  River,  call  at  Bromley's. 
Plattsburgh,  January  3S50.  ly 


Job   Frintin?  Establishment' 

AT  KEESEVILLE,  ^^  Y. 

THE  Subscriber  having  added  to  his  former  oxlcnsive 
assorlmput  by  the  purcha-e  of  new  Presses  ami  a  lara:e 
variety  ofTypeof  the  latest  and  mosteleiiantpattcrDs,  is  now 
prepared  with  every  variev  of  IJook  and  Job  Type  to  exe- 
cute all  orders  for  JOB  PIUN'TINO  with  which  he  mny  be. 
favored,  i"  the  best  style  of  workmauship,  and  at  that 

will  prove  satisfactory  to  customers.  Without  enumerMJn« 
too  minutely  the  varieties  of  work,  he  is  confid  nl  of  hfe 
ability  to  do  anything  that  is  required  by  the  busiiic.<.s  of  tliia 
sectionofttie  state.  Competition  has  reduced  tlie  iK-ices  for 
Job  rrintinsrso  low  Ihat  a  gieat  deal  must  be  done  to  n mi/  • 
a  small  profit,  therel()re  he  is  prepared  to  do  every  tiling  i.mi 
offers,  even  at  the  lowe.st  prices. 

The  Constitution  ol  Sous  of  Temperance,  ©dd  Fellow.s. 
etc.,  are  kept  conotantly  in  type,  and  Societies  can  be  fur- 
nished with  despatch  and  at  vcrv  low  rates 

TO  LAWYERS. -LAW  CASES,  for  the  Courts,  printed 
on  superior  paper,  and  in  the  best  stjie,  for  1  cent  per  folio 
for  12  copies,  or  if  a  greater  number  is  wanted,  at  3-4  cent 
the  folio. 

JON.  F.  MORGAN. 


William  Cornet, 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  MAKER, 

Cornelia  Street,  Plattsburgh. 


Millinery  Goods. 

MRS.  JAMES  CONWAY,  ^ 
River,  near  Bridge  Street,  Plattsburgh, 
Respectfully  informs  the  Ladies  of  Plattsburgh 
and  vicinity,  that  she  is  now  offering  for  sale, 
and  will  be  willing  to  dispose  of  at  the  cheap- 
est rates,  a  large  and  well  selected  stook  of 
Fall  and  Winter  Millinery  Cioods. 

Silk  and  Straw  Work,  in  all  its  branches, 
neatly  executed,  and  in  the  most  fashionable 
manner.  Also  bleaching  and  pressing  of 
.straw. 

NORTHERNLANOET  j 

AND 
GAZETTE  OF  LEGAL  MEDI€I1VE, 

The  Northern  Lancet  and  Gazette, 
is  printed  on  32  large  octavo  pages,  witb 
double  columns,  aiad  is  published  monthly. 

TERMS. 

Twelve  months,     $1  00  ) 
Six  months,  50  J  Always  in  Ad- 

Three  months,  25  )  vance.        * 

Professional  men  and  Postmasters  are  re- 
quested to  act  as  agents,  and  will  be  allowed 
to  retain  the  following  commissions  on  tli'6 
money  collected  by  them.  20  per  cent  on 
12  and  6  months,  and  15  per  cent  on  3 
months  subscriptions. 
*■  Advertisements  of  any  description  (Pa- 
tent Medicines  excluded)  will  be  inserted 
on  the  cover  of  the  Lancet.  Extra  page^ 
will  be  added  to  accommodate  those  who 
may  favor  us  with  their  patronage. 

^c^  Persons  wishidg  the  Lancet  aqd  Ga- 
zette for  three  or  six  months,  will  pleaSe 
forward  us  in  a  prepaid  letter,  twenty-five 
or  fifty  cent  pieces.  .     *  . . 

Receipts  will  be  returned  with  the  nuni- 
bef  issued  after  the  letter  and  subsM-fplHi^ 
have  been  received. 


NORTHERN  LANCET 


AND 


v^!; 


-if'- 


GAZETTE  OF  LEGAL  MEDICINE. 

DEVOTED  TO  GENERAL  SCIENCE,  CRITICISM,  NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY, 

BOTANY,  NATURAL  HISTORY,  &C. 


EDITED  BY 

FRANCIS  J.  D'AVIGNON,  M.  D,  Ausable  Forks, 
HORACE  NELSON,  M.  D,  Plattsburgh, 

Late  Lecturer  on  Physiology  and  Anatomy,  in  the  School  of  Medibine  of  Aloutreal,  &c. 
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I     One  Dollar  a  Year,  in  Advance. 

Single  Copies,  12  1-2  Cents. 


CORRESPONDENTS  WILL  ADDRESS  THE  EDITORS,  AND  IN  EVERY  INSTANCE  PRE-PAY  THE 
POSTAGE  ON  THEIR  COMMUNICATIONS AGENTS  EXCEPTED. 
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To  our  Readers, 

Dislocations  and  Fractures, 

Medical  Jurisprudence, 

Life  and  Health  Insurance, 

Our  Portrait  Gallery, 

Poisoning  with  Pie  Pla&t, 

To  Readers  and  Correspondents, 


Lancet  General  Advertiser. 


PERSONS  -wishing  to  advertise,  may  know 
the  amount  required  to  be  transmitted,  to 
secure  an  insertion,  by  observing  the   follow- 
ing TERMS ; 
Professional  or  Business  Cards  of  not  more  than 

30  words,  one  year,  $1,00 

Eighty  words  will  be  counted  as  a  square  of  solid 

matter,  &  published,  the  first  insert'n     $0,50 
Each  succeeding  insertion,  25 

Over  eighty  words  will  be  counted  as  two 
squares,  and  charged  accordingty.  Over  one 
'hundred  and  sixty,  three  squares.  Advertise- 
ments of  less  than  80  and  over  30  words,  will 
be  counted  as  a  square. 

No  advertisements  inserted  unless  paid  for  in 
advance. 

Letters  post  paid,  to  be  directed  to  the  pub- 
Jishing  of&ce  in  Plattsburgh. 


CLINTON  COUNTY  AGENCY, 
Hartford  Health  and  Life  Insurance  Co. 

Cash  Invested  Capital  of  $100,000, 

BESIDES      A      LARGE      SURPLUS. 

THE  succes  of  this  Company  is  without  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  Life  Insurance 
in  this  country.  It  is  managed  by  a  Board  of 
Directors  who  have  a  deep  interest  in  its  suc- 
cess. 

California  liife  Risks 
taken  at  rates  lower  than  those  of  any  other 
institution,     Insurance   on   both   the  Mutual 
and  Joint  Stock  plans,  and  on  Life  and  Health 
combined. 

Further  details,  and  pamphlets  majt  be  pro- 
cured, gratis,  at  the  Surgery  of 

DOCTOR  HORACE  NELSON, 
Agent  &  Medical  Examiner  for 
Clinton  County,  New  York. 
Office  of  the  Northern  Lancet-,  | 
Plattsburgh,  May,  1850.      ) 

William  Reed, 

CLOCK  AND  WATCH  MAKER, 

AND     DEALER    IN 

Gold  and  Silver  JVntches, 

JEWELRY  &  SILVER  WARE, 

Clocks,  Looking  Glasses,  &c. 

Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

Accommodation  Stage. 

PLATTSBURGH  AND   REDFORD. 

CHARLES  CHARRON  ^jontinues  to  run  a 
stage  between  the  above  mentioned  places  for 
the  especial  accommodation  of  his  friends  and 
the  public. 

Leaves  Plattsburgh  every  Monday,  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  morning. 

Leave  Redford  every  Tuesday,  Thursday 
aod  Saturday  morning. 

Sj^^Passengers  called  for  in  any  part  of  the 
village,  and  business  promptly  attended  to  for 
a  reasonable  compensation.  Feb.  15. 


MEDICAJL 

"APOTHECARIES'   HALL," 

Corner  of  Church  and  College  Streets, 

Burlington,  Vermont, 

SCARLETT   &   LYON, 

PROPRIETORS, 
WHOLESALE    AND    RETAIL    DEALERS    IN 

Drugs.  Chemicals,  Oils,  Dye-Stuffs,  Camphene, 


&c.  &c. 


DAVID  A.   SCARLETT. 


DAN    LYON. 


DRUGS,  MEDICINES, 

n^e  ^¥ooil,  &,  Dve  muff, 

PERFUMERY,  HAIR  AND  TOOTH 
BRUSHES, 
JFiincy  *lr tides,    * 

And  all  kinds  of 

PATENT  MEDICINES, 

SOLD  BY) 

WILLIAM  P.  MOOERS, 

PLATTSBURGH. 
Also,  PHYSICIANS'  PRESCRIPTIONS  care- 
fully  prepared. 

"~         C.  C   MOORE, 

PLATTSBURGH,  N.  Y  ., 

WHOLESALE    AND    RETAIL  DRUG    AND    MEDICINE 
"WAREHOUSE, 

Patent  Medicines  excluded,  oifers  for  sale, 
Opium,  Salts,  Castor  Oil,  Quinine,  Sulphur, 
Cream  Tartar,  Sal  Soda,  Carb.  Soda,  Oils  of 
Lemon,  C^ar,  Peppermint,  Snuff,  Balsam, 
Origanum,  Burgundy  Pitch,  Soda  Crackers, 
Tartaric  Acid,  Sweet  Oil,  Cologne,  Turpen- 
tine, Paints,  Oils,  Fresh  Cod  Liver  Oil. 

Physicians'  orders  requested  and  promptly- 
attended  to.  Six  months'  time  given,  and  all 
articles  warranted  as  to  price  and  quality,  or 
they  may  be  returned. 

ife^Reference  to  Dr.  Nelson,  Editor  of  the 
Lancet.  Cm 

MOORES  dc  STODDARD, 

Dealers  in 

DRUGS  AND  MEDICIIVES. 

Paints,  Oils,   and  Dye  Stuffs.     Also   Surgical 
and  Dental  Instruments,  Fancy  Soap  and  Per- 
fumeries, Patent  Medicines,  &c.,  &c. 
Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. 

TO  PHYSICIANS. 
NEW  and  choice  Medicines,  as  follows  : 
Pure  Pulverized  Opium,  Syrup  of   Iodide  of 
Iron,  Tincture  of  Muriate  of  Iron,  Cod  Liv- 
er  Oil,  from  fresh  livers.   &c..  &c.,  for  sale 
by  WM.  P.  MOOTERS,  Druggist. 

Plattsburgh,  N.  Y. 

~  LEGAL^  ~^ 

^         jameFITbrownT^^ 
Attorneys,  Councillors,  &c, 

OGDENSBURGH,  N.  Y. 
A.  B.  James,  Wm-  C.  Brown. 


Lancet  Gfeneral  Advertiser, 


IVI.  Conant, 

ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELLOR  AT  LAW, 
MALONE,X.   Y. 

Particular  attention  paid  tothe  collection 
business. 

Ij-^Ofiict.,  two  doors  east  of  Field's  Ex- 
change. 

N.  U.  Mr.  Conant  is  an  authorized  Agent 
for  the  Northern  Lancet,  for  the  county  of 
Franklin. 

B.  S.  McHeiL  ' 

JUSTICE     OF  THP]  PEACE, 

Attorney  and  Solicitor.     Office  in  Marshall's 

Brick  Block, 

Plattsburgh.  N.  Y. 


MERCANTILE. 

qriURCH  STREfiT,  BURLINCTON,  VT.   . 

Tiffi'u;idor.ii,5ncd  would  announce  that  they 
have  opened  an  oiBce  for  the"  prosecution 
of  the  above  business  in  BuiTnigtou,  and  are 
ready  to  receive  orders  for  all  kinds  of  print- 
ing, which  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

Books,  Pamphlets.  Circulars,  Chocks,  Hand- 
bills, Programmes,  Bill  Heads--.  Invitations.  Bus- 
in  o*j  Cards,  Ad. Iross  do,  Lav.- Blanks,  Bills  of 
Lading,  Certiiicatos.  Order  Books,  Druggist's 
a-id  Other  Labola,  Ball  Tickets,  Shipping  Bills 
iic,  furnished  at  short  notice  and  on  as  reas- 
onable terms  as  at  any  office  novih  of  New  York. 

nonprinting  with  Gold  and  Silver  Bronze 
done  in  a  huperior  mainier. 

Thci  proprietors  are  both  practical  Printers 
?iud  have  devoted  their  whole  time  to  their 
bu<!!no!=s  for  nearly  twenty  years,  and  in  the 
selection  of  their  material  they  have  aimed  to 
keop  pac-e  with  the  improvements  in  the  art. — 
I'Ji.ey  trust. tlu^ir  experience,  with  their  facil- 
\tivs.  for  doing  work  promptly,  will  enable  them 
to  five  entire  satisfacticm  to  the  public,  who 
arri  rtsjjectfully  invited  to  call  and  leave  their 

orders. 

.1.  W.  TLTTLE, 

G.J.  STACY. 

Burbnffton.  .lanuary,  IBoO. 


Fruits,  Raisina.Figs,  Prunes,  Currants,Citroira 
Nuts,  Almonds,  Brazil,  Pecan  ; 
Coxi'ECTioNARif.s,   in   quantities   and   at    all 

prices ;. 
Salt,  Sack,  Liverpool,  Barrel ; 
Candles,  Adamantine,   Sperm,  Tallow  : 

Vinegar,  Pickles.  Sauces.  Mustard,  Farina, 
Vermicelli.  Lemon  Syrup.  Butter,  Cheese.  So- 
da, Sugar,  Lemon  and  Boston  Crackers. 
Wooden  Ware,  Brooms,  Measures,  Covered 
Pails  and  Boxes,  Trays,  Painted  Tubs.  Pailp, 
Shoe  and  Floor  Brushes,  Clothes  Pins,  BasketB, 
&c.  &c. 

People  of  Champlain.  Chazy.  Beekmahtown< 
Ausable'and  Salmon  River,  call  at  Bromlk\'s. 

Rlattsburgh,  January,  1850.  ly 

WlHiam  Cornet, 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  MAKER, 

Cornelia  Street.  Ilattsburgh. 


Job   Priisti25g  Establishment, 

i  •-/      AT  KEESEVILLE,  N.  Y. 

THE  Siibscriber  ha,ving  tidileO  to  lijs  former  e-vtH)sive 
assorlmpiu  by  tfic  piuchs-e  of  new  Presses  am!  «  IrtrL'e 
variely  ofTypcoi  tliC  latent  and  mostclBf.'j.inixittwPs.  is  r>ow 
prepareif  with  every  vaVie  v(if  BooV  aiiJ  .loh   Type'lo  exe- 
cute all  orders  for  J03  PIU^TI^G  with  whicli  lie  may  be 
faviireU.  'i ".  Ill-  iJeslslyleaf  wwlanuDshivi.  and  at  |ifice  ijfiit 
wpil  prove  sali«!2Clovy  in  cnstomers.     Witliciit  ciiumcntii^ 
too  minutely  theTKrielies  of  work,  he  is  confid'nl  of  Bib. 
abilily  10  doauythihij  that  is  required  iiy  the  biisines.s  of 'wrp' 
seclioi)  of  tlie  slate.     Competition  has  reduced  tlie  p. ict.s  (bf^ 
Job  Printmtrso  lowtliat  a  Ereat  deul  mnst  be  doi'.e  to  rcalire 
a  sm.dl  ))rofit.  there.'ore  lie.  is  prepared  to  do  every  thing  ihati 
offei's,  eveji  at  tlw;  lowest  iirices.     •         :  •     ' . ;  ■  > 
'Tl«  Constitution  o(    Sons  of  Temperance,  ©dd  Fellows, 
e'r..  are  kept  constantly  in  type,  and  Societies  can  Be  fur- 
nished with  despatch  and  at  very  low  rates 

TO  LAWYERS,- LAW  CASES,  for  the  Courts,  printfd 
rn  .•superior  paper,  ahtl  in  the 'best  .style,  for  1  ecu:  per  !"''» 
for  Id  copies,  or  if  a  greater  number  is  wanted,  at  3-5  imt 
the  folio,  t 

JON".  F.  MORGAN. 


WHOLESALE    JSD    RETAIL 

PFALKH     IN 

DRV  &  WKT  GROCERIES.  PROVISIONS  Sec. 
*  M-'vp-'tret   Street.  Plcllsburgh. 

ALWAYS   on  hand,    at    tlie   lowest   ratq.'*. 
Sut;.\'us.  Muscovado,   Loaf,    Crushed  and 
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sor of  Obstetrics  and  the  Diseases  of  Wo- 
men   and    Children. 
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siology and  Pathology,  (including  Microsco- 
py.) 

CHARLES  E.  ISAACS.,  M.  D.,  Demonsi?:a- 
tor   of  Anatomy. 

Fkes.^ — Matriculation  Fee,  $5  ;  fees  for  the 
full  course  of  Lectures,  $94;  Demonstrator's 
ticket,  $5;  Graduation  fee,  $25;  board  aver- 
age $3  per  week. 

Clinical  Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- 
York  Hojpital  daily,  by  the  Officers,  (Profes- 
sor Smith  being  one  of  them,)  fee  eight  dol- 
lars per  annum  ;  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  twice 
a  T^eek,  without  fee,  (Professors  Parker  and 
Clark  belonging  to  the  Medical  Staff;.)  at  the 
Eye  Infirmary,  without  fee  :  and  upwards  of 
1,000  patients  are  annually  exhibited  to  the 
class  in  the  College  Clinique.  Obstetrical  cases 
and  subjects  for  dissection  are  abundantly  fur- 
nieed  through  the  respective  departments. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the 
close  of  the  Session ;  there  is  also  a  Semi- An- 
nual Examination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September.  The  prerequisites  for  graduation 
are,  21  years  of  age,  three  years  of  study,  in- 
cluding two  full  Courses  of  Lectures,  the  last 
of  whicji  must  have  been  attended  in  this  Col- 
lege, and  the  Presentation  of  a  Thesis  on  some 
Bubject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular   Course,   and  not 
interfering  with  it,   a  Course  of  Lectures  will 
be  commenced   on   Monday,   30th  September, 
and  continued  until  the  15th  October. 
.  Thig  Course  will  be  free. 

R.  WATTS,  Jim.,  M.  D. 

S.Qcretary  to  the  Faculty- 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  ) 
67  Cro6by:S treet,  New- York.  \ 
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LITERARY  AND  SCIENTIFIC. 

Great"3Ieclianical  Work. 

D.  APPLETON  &  CO.  NEW  YORK, 


Are  now  publ-shing,  in  parts— price  Twenty 
five  cents  each— a  Dictionary  of  Mechanics 
Engine- Work  and  Engineering,  designed  for 
practial  working  men,  and  those  intended  for 
the  engineering  profession.  Edited  by  Oliver 
j  Byrne. 

!     This  work  is  of  large   8vo.  size,    containing 
upwards  8  000  wood-cuts.    It  will   offer  work- 
ing drawings  and  descriptions  of  the  most  im- 
portant machines  in  the  United  States.    Inde- 
pendent of  the  results  of  American  ingenuity, 
it  will  contain  complete  practical  treatises  ion 
Mechanics,  Machinery,  Engine-work  and  En- 
gineering: with  all  thatis  useful  in  more  than 
one  thousand  dollars'    worth  of  folio  yolumes, 
j  magazines,  and  other  books. 
I     The  publishers  have  expended  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  get  original  drawings  of  machinery 
in  practical  use  in  this  country,  and  have  pro- 
1  cured  almost  every  work  on  the  subject,  whe- 
ther published  in  England,  France,  Germany, 
the  most  essential  parts  of  which   being  com- 
prised in  this  Dictionary,    rander  it  as  perfect 
and  comprehensive  as  possible.  The  publishers 
have  endeavored  to  use  great  economy  in  type 
jso  that  each  page  of  the  work  contains  at  least 
I  four  times  the  number  of  words  found  in  ordi- 
^nary  pages  of  the  same  size.    This  has  also  se- 
cured to  each  plate  working-drawings  of  am- 
ple size  and  clearness,  so  that  a  mechanic  may 
j  construct  accurately  any  machine  described. 

The  publishers  are  in  short,  determined,  re- 

;gardles3  of  cost,  to  make  the  work  as  complete 

'as  possible:  and  it  is  hoped  every  one  desirous 

I  to  obtain  the  work  will  procure  it  as  Issued  in 

numbers,  and  thus  encourage  the  enterprize. 

The  work  will  be  issued  in  semi-monthly  num- 
bers, commencing  in  January,  1850,  an4  will 
progress  with  great  regularity. 

The  whole  work  will  be  comprised  in  forty 
numbers,  at  25  cents  per  number,  and  completr 
ed  within  the  current  year,  lS5i3.  A  liberal  dis- 
count will  be  made  to  agents. 

Any  one  remitting  the  publishers  $10  in  ad- 
vance, shall  receive  the  work  free  of  expense 
through  the  post-office. 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 
To  our  numerous  Manufacturers,  Mechanicg 
Engineers,  and  Artisans,  it  will   ba  a  mine  of 
wealth  -Prov.  Journal. 

^  oung  men,  arm  yourselves  with  its  know- 
ledge. We  can  with  confidence  recommend  our 
i  readers  to  possess  themselves  of  its  numbers  as 
fast  as  they  appear .-Amer.  (X.  Y.)  Artisan. 
i  We  unhesisatingly  commend  the  work  as  em- 
inently worthy  of  examination  and  study .- 
Troy  (N.Y.)  Budget. 

It  is  truly  a  great  work,  and  the  publishers 
deserve  the  thanks  of  inventor.-',  machinists  and 
manufacturers,  and  indeed  of  the  public  gene- 
rally.-Independent. 

This  Dictionary  will  be  highly  useful  to  prac 
ticil  mechanics,  and  valuable  to  all  who  wish 
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to  acquaint  themselves  with  the  progress  of  in 
vention  ia  the  mecbijtnic  arts  -Dailj  Meicury 
Young  mechanics  ought  to  keep  posted  up 
in  theoretical  as  well  as  practical  knowledge. 
and  this  work  will  show  them  just  how  thej 
Btand.-Roxbnry  (Mass  )  Advertiser. 

We  take  it  to  be  just  the  work  that  scores 
and  hundreds  of  our  intelligent  mechanics  have 
desire4  to  possess.  So  am{de  are  its  descrip- 
tions, and  so  full  and  minute  its  specification?, 
that  it  seems  to  us  that  any  mechanic  might 
construct  any  machine  it  describes,  on_  the 
strength  of  its  engravings  (ind  instruclioBS. 
-N.  Y.  Commercial  Advertiser 

All  interested  in  mechanics  should  avail 
themselves  of  its  advantages.-Schuylkill  Jour. 
A  work  of  extensive  practical  utility  and 
great  importance  and  value  to  the  rapidly  in- 
creasing interests  of  the  country.  We  regard 
the  woik  as  eminently  calcuhited  to  promote 
the  cause  of  science  and  the  mechanical  arts, 
and  to  dieseminabe  valuable  information  on 
these  subjects. -Troy  Daily  VVkig 

We  have  carefully  perused  the  numbers, 
and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  the 
best  work  for  mechanics,  tradesmen,  and 
Bcientific  men,  ever  publibhed,  f<ir  it  contain^ 
minute  information  on  every  branch  of  the 
mechanical  arts  and  sciences,  expressed  in  a 
style  and  lapguage  intelligible  to  any  reader  of 

i: «;»„     ni/.n/.ot.'-t.T'  Npura 


THE  ILLUSTRATED  DOMESTIC  BIBLE. 

By  Rev  In.gjiam  Cokbin,  M  A.  This  Beauti- 
fnl  Family  Bible,  will  be  published  in  twenty- 
five  Numbers,  at  25  cents  each,  and  will  also 
be  put  «p  in  monthly  parts  at  50  cents. 

The  distinguishing  features  of  this  Bible  &T$ 

1.  Seven  hundred  Wood  Engravings. 

2.  Many  thousand  Marginal  References. 

3.  Three  finely  executed  Steel  Maps. 
■i   Numerous  Improved  Readings, 
5.  A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 
G.  The  Poetical  Books  in  Metrical  Form. 

7.  An  Exposition  of  each  Chapter,  containing 
the  essence  of  the  best  commentators,  with 
much  original  matter  by  the  Editor. 

8.  Reflections  drawn  from  the  subject  ,of  the 
Chapter,  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  its 
spiritual  iri;port. 

0  Dates  affixed  to  the  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and  everjing's  reading,  comprising  th,e 
whole  Bible  in  one  year. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
show,  'but  always  to  explain  the  text,  illustra- 
ting places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an- 
cients. 

A  spj8cimen  Number  with  recommendations 
from  some  of  our  leading  divines,  is  now  rea- 
dy. The  regular  is^rae  will  begin  about  the  Ist 
of  July,  and  a  Number  will  be  published  on 
the  first  and  fifteenth  of  each  month,  till  tKe 
book  is  complete. 

Agents  are  wanted  to  procure  subscribers 
for  this  TS^ork,  and  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
vorable one  for  them  to  do  well. 

It  will  be  one  of  the  most  beautiful,  compre- 
hensive Bil)les  ever  published,  and  so  cheap  e,s 
to  place  it  within  the  reach  of  all. 

Apply  post-paid,  to  S.  HEUSTON, 

139  Nassau  st.,  New  York. 


ordinary  capacity. -Gloucester  News 

We  are  sure  we  are  doing  the  mechanics  .of 
Norwich  and  other  parts  of  Connecticut  a  ser- 
vice by  bringing  the  work  to  their  attention. 
-.Norwich  (Conn  )  Courier. 

It  is  just  suoh  a  work  as  every  mechanic 
should  possess. -N.  Y.  Freeman"s  Journal. 

We  consider  it  one   of  the  most  useful  and  , 
important  publications  of  the    age.     Nome-j 
.chanic  can   afford   to  be  without  it.-Newark 
(N.  J  )  Commercial  Courier. 
^    Of  all  the  various   publications  having  for 
tj)eir  ojjject  the  elucidation  and  advancement 
p(  the  mechanical  arts  and  sciences,  none  thfit 
we  have  seen  is  so  full  of  promise  as   this.- 
Puffalo  Cora   Advertiser. 

It  is  the  best  and  cheapest  work  ever  of 
fered  to  the  seicntijic  and  practical  engineer 
fl.nd  mechanic.  The  plates  are  beautifully 
executed. -N.  Y.  Globe. 

This  great  Dictionary  is  one  of  the  most 
useful  works  which  has  been  published  for 
years,  and  the  low  price  at  which  it  is  sold 
makes  it  acceptable  to  all. -South  Carolinian 

We  regard  it  as  one  of  the  most  compre- 
hensive and  valuable,  as  well  a?  cheapest  works 
ever  pubUthed.-Baltimore  Advertiser. 

Ought  to  be  taken  by  every  one  desiring  to 
feeeppace  with  the  progress  of  art  and  science 
in  every  one  of  the  labors  of  civilized  life.- 
Rondout  (N.  Y.)  Courier. 

It  is  designed  after  the  principle  of  Ure's 
Dictionary,  only  that  it  is  more  devoted  to  the 
mechanical  and  engineering  professions,  and 
above  all  it  is  valuable  as  accomplishing  for 

America  what  Ure  has  done  for  England,  viz  :  moderately."  though  clearly  and  firmly  expres- 
describing  American  machinery  and  works  of  jgpci^  of  the  three  great  parties  in  England,— 
art.'-Scientific(N.  Y.)  American.  I  Tory,  Whig  and   Radical— 'Blackyvood"  jio4 


BLACKWOOD'S  MAGAZINE, 

AND     THE 

BRITISH   QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 

Owing  to  the  late  revolutions  and  coynter.- 
revolutions  among  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  followed  each  other  in  such  quick  succes- 
sion, of  which  '■'the  end  is  not  yet,'  the  leadipg 
periodicals  of  Great  Britain  have  becopie  in- 
vested with  a  degree  of  interest  hitherto  jap- 
known.  They  occupy  a  middle  ground  between 
the  hasty,  di.«jointed,  and  necessarily  imper- 
fect records  of  the  newspapers,  and  the  elabo- 
rate and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
the  historian  at  a  future  day.  The  Americaij 
Publishers,  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  call 
renewed  attention  to  thete  periodicals,  and  to 
the  very  low  prices  at  which  they  are  offered 
to  subr'cribcrs.      The  following  is  their  list: — 

THE  LONDON  QUARTERLY  REVItJVy. 

THE  EDINBURGH  REVIEW. 

THE  NORTH  BRITISH  REVIEVy. 

THE  WESTMINSTER  REVIEW,  and 
BLACKWOOD^S  EDINBURGH  iVlAGAZlNE. 

In  these  periodicals  are  contained  the  views 
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the  ''Loftdon  Quarterly'  are  Tory  ,•  the  'Edin-  ] 
burgh  Review''  Whig}   and  the    •VVestmini-ter  j 
Review"  Liberal.   The   -North  British  Review"  ! 
owes  its  establishment  to  the  last  great  ecclesi-  | 
astical  movement  in  Scotlaui,  and  is  not  ultra  i 
JB  its  views  en  any  of  the  grand    departments  ! 
of  human  knowledge  ;  it  was  originally  edited  ' 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  now,  since   hi.s  d(  ath,  is  ! 
conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hanna,  asso- 
ciated with    Sir  David    Brewster.    Its  literary 
character  is  of  the   very    highest    order.     The 
'•Westminster,"    thoagh  reprinted    under  that ! 
title  only,    is  published  in  England    under  the 


C.   C.   3IOORE, 

PLATTSBURGH,  A.  Y. 

WHOLESALE  k  RETAIL  DRU3  k  MEDICINE 

V\'  A  R  E  H  0  U  S  E , 

(Patent  Medicines  excluded.)  Opium,  Salt8» 
Castor  Oil,  Quinine,  Sulphur,  Cream  Tartar, 
Sal  Soda,  Carb.  Soda,  Oils  of  I^mon,  Pepper- 
mint, Cedar^  Snuff,  Balsam  &  Origanum;  Soda 
Crackers.  Burgundy  pitch.  Tartaric  Ac  d  Sweet 
Oil,  Cologne,  Turpentine'  Paints,  Oils;  Freeli 
Cod  Liver  Oil. 

Physicians"  orders  requested,  and  promptly 
attend©  i  to.    Six  months'  time  given,  and  all 


title  of  the  ^Foreign  Quarterly  and  Westmin-   articles  warranted  as  to  price  and  quality, 
ster,"    it  being  in  fact  a    unicn  of  the  two  Re-    they  will  be  returned, 
views  formerly  published  and  reprinted  under 
seperate  titles.   It  has,  therefore  the  advantage 
by  this    combination. 


or 


of  uniting    in  one  work 
the  best  features  of  both  heretofore  i&<ued. 

The  above  Periodicals  are  repTinted  in  New 
York,  immediately  on  their  arrival  by  the  Bri- 
tish steamers,  in  a  benutiful  clear  type,  on  fine 
•white  paper,  and  are  faithful  copies  of  the  ori- 
ginals, Blackwood's  Magazine  being  an  exact 
fac-simile  of  the  Edinburgh  edition, 

Teiiiis. 

For  any  one  of  the  hevievvs,     %?>  00  a  -vear. 
For  any  two,  do 

For  any  three,  do 

For  all  four  of  the  Reviews, 
For  Blackwood's  Magazine, 
For  Blaokwoods  and  3  Reviews,  9  00 
For  BlackwooJs  and  4  Reviews.  10,00 
Payments  to  be  made  in  all  cases  in  advance,    j 
CLUBBING.  ! 

Four  copies  of  any   or  of  all  of  the   above  ; 
works  will  be  sent  to  one  address  on  payment '. 
of  the    regular    subscription    for    three — the  \ 
fourth  being  gratis.  Remittances  and  commu- 
nications, are  to   be    addressed,    post-paid   or 
franked,  to  the  Publishers, 

Lb:ONARD  SCOTT  &  CO  ,  79  Fulton  St. 
Entranee  34  Goki  St.  New  York. 


i^=" Reference    to    Dr. 
the  Northern  Lancet. 


Nelson,    Editor  of 


3IOOKliS  &  STODDARD, 

DRUGS,  MEOIClNEs!  paints' "oil,  OYESTUFFS, 

Surgical   am)   ]>eiitiil   Ju.>triiiii.eiits. 

FAxNCV   S'Mrs,    PERHMEKIKS.   AND 

PATENT   MEDICINES. 
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5.00 
700 
8  00 
3.00 


"APOTHECARIES'    HALL," 

Corner  of  Church  and  College  Streets, 

P.l'R  LING  TO  A',   rERMQN  T, 

SCARLETT  &   LYON, 

PROPRIETORS, 

WHOLESAl.K  AND  RETAIL   DEALERS   IN 

Drugs,  Chemiea's,  Oils,  Dye-Stuffs, 
Camphene,    &.c.  &c, 

LTON, 


DAVID  A.   SCARLETT. 


DAN 


BUSINESS    DIRECTORY 


L I F  E  I N  S  y  R  A  N  C  E 


DRUGS.  MEDICINES.  PAINTS, 

Oils,   Dye-  W'oods   and    Stuffs, 

PERFUMERY.  H.\IR  &  TOOTH, 

BRUSHES; 

Fancy      Articles, 

And  all  kind-<  oi 
PATENT  MEDICINES.     SOLD  BY 

WILLIAM   P.   3IOOERS, 

PLATTSBURGH. 
Al.-^o  Phvsician"s    PREscRiprioNS  prepared. 


GEORGE  3IOORE, 

Agent  for  American  and  New  YcrJc  Life  In- 
surance Companies.  California  Risks  ta- 
rn at  fair  rates.  Particulars  furnished  on  ap- 
plication by  mail  or  otherwise. 

PLATTSBURGH,  N.  Y 

HARTFORD  LIFE  &  HEALTH  INSURANCE  CO. 

Cash    invested    Capital  of  S  100,000. 
California   Eife  Risks, 

taken  at  lower  rates   than  any    other   Institu- 
tion 
plan 


JAMES  &  BROWN, 

ATTORNEYS.    COUNSELLORS,     &c. 

OGDENSBURGH;  N.  Y. 

A.  B.  James.  VVm.  C.  Brown. 

M   CON ANT 

ATTORNEY  an*d  COUNSELCOR  at  LAW, 
MALONE,  N.  Y. 
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Ts  printed  on  32   large  octavo   pages,    with 


Insurance  on  the  Mutual  or  Joint  Stock  |  double  columns,  and  is  published  monthly,  at 
s,  and  on  Life  and  Health  combined.         \     Qne  Dollar  a  vear,  in  Adrance. 

HOKALE  NELSON,  M.  D.,      <  jg^^Letters  :    Books  Lc.    for  Review,  mu8t  be 


Agent  and  Medical  Examiner  for 
CUuton  County,  New  York 


!  post-paid — thope  from  Agents  excepted. 
PLATTSBURGH,    Clinton    County,   N.  J. 
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EOT  TED    BY 

FRANCIS  J.  D'AVIGNON.  M.  l)„Aiisal]'e  Fcrks. 
IIORM^E  NELSO[\,  M.  D.,  Plal{sl)Hi-g]i, 

linte  liccfiircr  on  Anatoinj-  aisd  PitysSolor^y,  in  <l»c  ScJicol  of  Meditine  of  Montreal,  «fec. 
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Suig,  1630. 


G  0  N  T  i:  N  T  S  , 


":PATlT.\ir 


Ir  j.  ...      .i.  Disinterred  Bodies. — ^[Period 
of'  Eihumatiuns.— -Imptrtance  o(  Medi- 
t'<;-L>-j;;a!  Ks:iniiaatiohs.]—  Advant3g*^,s  oT 
iVk-iiical  Wituep^es  lakir.g  Note8  of  their 
Evidence  ;    iig   Utjif(,n   w.th  subsequent 
Evidence  on  a  trial:  [UiUity  of  Medical 
Reports,  the  taking  of  Depositions  ;]  their 
Ob^ervation  oi  Collateral  Circunibtiiuces  3 
lllustratii  ns  in  Sir  Astky  Cooim:k's  Evi- 
dence in  Patch's   case,    [(nipirtialitj  in 
Medical  Ttfttimory]— Burial  after  Vio- 
lent Death,  ■with(int  an  Inquest. — Offence 
of  Coroners;  their  liomova].--0hjection8 
to    J\'iedical   Corfntrs.    [Note  ] — Enact- 
ment of  the  Medical  Witness  Act;  Rcfu- 
fals  of  Payment  urd;.r   the  Act  in   St. 
Pancreas;    Ab-ence  of  fees  at,  Hospital 
Inquests.  [Non-remuneration  of  Medical 
Wifnesees  in   this  Country  ;    the  Georgia 
Act.] — Comj-ul^ory   Attendance  or' Med- 
ical Witnesj-ea  in  Courts  of  Law  gf  ueral- 
h- -        -         197 

II.  ECLECTIC  DEPARTMENT. 

I.  An  Essay  on  the  Opium  Trade,  includ- 
ing a  f-ketch  of  its  History,  Effects,  Ex- 
tent, &c.  as  carried  on  in  India  and  Chi- 
na. By  Nathan  Allen,  M.  D.  (Lowell.) 
Boston;  1850.  8vo.  pp.  68.  From  the 
Author 205 

II  Experimental  Essay  on  Physiology  or 
Medical  Chemistry.  ...         2O6 

III.  HOME  DEPARTMENT. 

I.  The  Hypogastric,  or  High  operation  for 
Stone  in  the  Biadder,  By  Wolfrku 
Nelson,  M.  D  ,  M.  P.  P  ,  Montreal.  C.E  207 

JI.  Recovery  after  Submersion.    By   Chs 
McNeil,  Esq.  Charlotte,  Vt.  .  208 

III.  Wifidom  of  Three  Kentucky  Doetors! 


B. 


VI- 


By  N.  W.  nARKi>\  M    0.  Sharbrirnn. 

IV.  Tfp'ius  and  Vullowr  Fever.-<.    By  J 
GG.izz),    M.  D     Tbibod.rux.  La.     - 

V.  Chyio'irf  Diarrhcoi.  By  -'Lvm ojllk  "' 
vT.  Study  not  uecrti^sary.  By  G.  C.  S. 

!V  ll-  Expensive  wound  of  the  TliuriiX.  s 
sub'^equont  H-Msoverv.  Bv  Fks.  J.  I>A 
o.\ON,  iVl    D.  Aajalif'i  f  ^-It^.  N.  Y.    - 

V[H.  HonoeypaUiy.  By  ■•Rkadkrs."'  Essex 
County,  N.  Y.  .... 

IX.  11)11100  )pathy  not  Qiaekery  ?  An.swer 
t')  "Readers  "  By  [ioHACJ=  N^:LS().^J,  M.  D. 

X.  D<  ath  :  its  Reality  and  SiraulaMon.  A 
Medico-legal  Dissertation. — General  con- 
siderations upon  Life  and  Death. — The 
Functions. — Two  modes  of  Death. — Lo- 
cal and  General. — Death  from  destruo- 
tion  of  Ti  sues.— Gangreiie  and  Sphaoe- 
lus.— Death  from  arrest  of  Circulation. - 
Dry  Gangrene.  By  Horace  Nelson  M.  D. 

IV.  NO  IE- BOOK  OF 

AMERICAN  PRACTICE 

L  Strychnia  in  Intermittent  Fever.  - 
U.  Epidemic    Dysentery. 

III.  Hydrotharax  foHowiug  Pneumonia 

IV.  Cholera  and  hitermitient  Fever. 

V.  Disease  of  the  Knee-joint,   treated  by 
cold  water, 

VI.  Collodion  to  prevent  Pitting  in  Small 
^'ox.         -...._ 

VI  f.  Tannin  in  Dysentery. 

IV.  EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

I.  New  York  Medical  Schools— Universi- 
ty.—College  ot  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
College  of  Medicine.         .         .         .        ' 

II.  The  Medical  Press.- New  York  Med- 
ical Gazette,  and  Journal  of  Health  Nevr 
Hampshire  Journal  oF  Medicine.  Balti- 
more Journal  of  Medicine. 

ll}'  'f"^,/^«aders  and  Correspondeata. 
tV.  A  New  Volume,         -        . 
V.  Agencies.     -        -         .         . 
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NORniEiiiX  LA^NCEf  ADVEKi'ISEil. 


DiCAL   iNSTIiyiiOHS. 


COLLEGE  OF  PHY3!CiA:iS  AMD  BiJR^EOHS 

OF  IHE  UNIVERSITY 
Of  tlie  State  o.f  New-Yorlt. 

The  Forty-Fourth  Session  of  the  Co'lcjie 
vSl  be  commeuoed  oa  Momiay.  14' h  ofOi-to 
"b'-r  1850.  and  continusl  until  March  lotlx, 
1851  <Coinme?'».(-eii:ipnt  day) 

ALEXANDER  II.  STEVENS,  M.  D.  IL.  D. 
President  of  the  College;  aiid  Emeritus  Profes- 
tor  of  Cliniival  Surgery. 

JOSEPH  M.  SMI  III,  M.  D,  Fr.ifes.=or  o'- 
tlie  Theory  ard  Practiue  of  MeJiuine  and 
C-i\ii'ml    Mv;dicinf>. 

JOHN  B  BECK,  m.  D..  Pro"e-sor  of  Ma- 
teria   Medica  smd    Madical   Jurisjj-udence 

JOHN  TORllEY,  M.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Proftsso:-: 
t)f   l>i)tany    vind    Chorv.irtu-y. 

ROBElVr  WATTS,  Jun.,  M.  D.,  Professor 
of  Anatomv- 

WILLARD  PAPcKKR,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
the    Principles   sud   Pnicticc   of  Surgftry. 

CHANDLKR  R.  OILMAN,  M.  D  ,  Profe?- 
eor  of  Obstetri(i^  and  the  Cisea^as  of  Wo- 
nie?i    and    Children. 

A LONZO  CLARX.  »1  D  ,  Prorsssor  of  Phj- 
Binlogy  and  Pathology,  (inclading  Microsco- 
py-) ^ 

CHARLES  E  ISAACS  ,  M.  D.,  Demonstra- 
tor   of  A:i»tiimy. 

Fki;.s. — MatriO'olatian  Fee,  S5  ;,  fees  for  th.2 
full  cou;-^e  of  Lectures,  S94;  Dent.'.nstrators 
ticker..  §5;  Graiiiatioa  fee,  $25;  boivrd  aver- 
age S3  p5;r  we(k. 

Clinical  .Instruction  is  given  at  the  New- 
Y>.'rlc  Ho-pital  daily,  by  the  OiScers,  (Profes- 
sor Smibh  b-jlEg  one  of  tliem.)  fee  eisbt  d')l- 
lars  per  annum  ;  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  twick! 
a  week,  witliout  fee,  (Professors  Parker  an  o. 
Clark  helonc^ing  to  the  iiedical  Stiiu;)  at  the 
Eye  [iifirniary,  without  fee ;  and  up-.^ards  of 
1,000  patieiits  '(are  annually  exhibited  to  the 
class  in  the  Cidlege  Ciinique.  Obstetrical  cases 
nnd  fubjects  for  dissection  are  abundarstly  fur- 
ni.^'Pd  through  the  r^jspective  departmen'ts. 

The  Annual  Commencement  is  held  at  the 
close  of  the  Session;  there  is  also  a  Sami-A):.- 
nual  E.taraination  on  the  second  Tuesday  of 
September.  The^prereriaisites  for  grar'aaiion 
are,  21  years  of  age,  three  years  of  study,  in- 
cludingtwo  full  Course.^  of  LectureS;  the  last 
of  which  must  have  been  attended  in  this  Col- 
lesje,  and  the  Presentation  of  a  Thesio  oa  some 
subject  connected  with  Medical  Science. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  Course,  and  not 
interfering  with  it,  a  Ctiurse  of  Lectures  will 
be  commenced  on  Monday,  30th  September, 
and  continued  until  the  15th  October. 

This  Course  will  be  free. 

R.  WATTS,  Jhm.,  M.  D. 

Secretary  to  the  Faculty 
College  of  PbysicianK  and  SurgeoEF,  ) 
67  Crosby-street,  New-York.  ) 


y  rll  V  E  R  3  I T  Y    0  F  'N  E  W  Y  0  R<  , 

MEDiCAI.  LOEPAMTMENT. 


The  Faculty  of  the  New  Y'l  rk  University 
take  gi-pat  pL'a-ure  in  Hnnonncng,  that  they 
have  filled  the  two  vacant  Ciiairs  in  their  In- 
stitution, by  Genthmeu  of  pre-eminent  stand- 
ing iu  their  Ihcspective  Departments. 

DocToii  Ei,isH\  P.MiTLETT,  Professor  of 
the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  in  the 
Louisville  University,  and  Doctor  Samukl  I). 
G«fiss,  Pro^essiir  of  Surgery  in  the  Univer.'fiby 
of  Louisville,  having  both  resigned  thtir  Pro- 
fesi^orchi ps  in  that  Institution,  have  been 
elected  to,  and  accepted,  the  one  the  chair  of 
InsUtutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  the  other 
the  c'lair  of  Surgery  in  the  University  of 
New  York. 

In  these  selections,  the  Faculty  have  look- 
ed or.'v  at  the  gre-;.t  and  permanent  interests 
of  oheir  School;  ar.d  thcy'T^jel  that  these  ap- 
■fvointmenrs.  Vv^hllst  thfy  mu'^t  sfcure  the  uni- 
versal acceptance  of  the  profession,  will  afford 
an  earnest  that  the  Institution  will  lose  noth- 
ing of  its  former  prosperity. 

SESSION     1850-51. 

The  Lejtures  will  commence  on  Monday, 
21st  day  of  October,  and  be  continued  under 
the  f(iilovring%rrangcment,  until  the  last  day 
of  February. 

'GRANVILLE  SRARPE  PATTISON,  M.  D., 
Proft-fsor  of  General,  Descriotive  and  Sura:!- 
cal  Anatomy. 

MARTYN  PAINE  M  D..  Professor  of  Ma- 
teria Medica^and  I'herapeutics. 

GUNNIMG  S.  BEDFORD,  M.  D..  Professor 
of  I\lidwifBry,  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children. 

JOHN  W.  DRAPER,  M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Cherjistij  and  Physiology. 

ELISHA  BARTLETT,_M.  D..  Professor  of 
the  Inati'utes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

SAMUEL  D.  GROSS,  (.M.  D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery. 

\VM".  DARLING,  M  .D.,  Dsmoastrator  of 
Anatomy. 


The  Faculty,  it  will  be  seen,  have  added 
the  department  of  Physiology  to  the  chair  of 
Chemistry ;  and  Pr^f.  Dkapeh  will  in  future, 
in  addition  to  his  regular  course  on  Chemitt- 
ry,  give  two  evening  Lectures  on  Physiology. 
The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  must  be 
abvious  to  every  one.  The  Professor  of  Anat- 
omy will  also  deliver  an  additional  Lecture  in 
in  his  department,  at  an  evening  hour. 

In  order  to  afford  ample  opportunities  to 
their  pupils  of  studying  diseases  practically, 
the  Faculty  have  determined  to  organize  three 
weekly  Cliniqups. 

l^t.— A  Surgical  and  M^^dical  Clinique,  to 
bo  held  every  Saturday,  by  Professor  Gross. 


Ill 


NORTHERN  LANCET  ADVERTISER.. 


21.  — A  Medicol  and  Surgical  C'lirrqne  ev- 
ery Wednesday,  by  Profcttcrs  B.^rtleit  ai:.d 
Pattison. 

3ti.. — An  Ohf-tetric  C'ir  'que  un-jer  the  chargfi 
of  Professor  Bkdford.  i  he  most  interesting- 
diseases  of  Wi  m?n  ar.d  Cbiidren.  wil]  he  pre- 
sented to  the  Class,  and  fully  lectured  en  by 
the  Professor.  The  Class  also,  will  Lave  an 
abtindant  s^xipply  of  Mid'/.'ifery  cases,  to  be  at- 
tended at  the  houses  of  the  patients.  For  these 
Cliniqnes,  no  istra  charge  will  be  ir/ade. 

In  addition  to  these  means  of  Ptudying  dis- 
ease, tiie  New  York  Hosnital, — the  Heslevue 
Hespitrtl, — the  Eye  and  Eyr  Intirmajy,— the 
-various  Dij-persaries  and  Infirmaries, —  are  all 
acocssifele  to  th-e  Ktudenta. 

Clinical  instruction  id  giTen  every  cay  at 
the  New  York  Hospital. 

The  D/aaectiii^-  Room  will  be  opened  on  the 
1st  day  of  Ootiiber,  and  an  ainple  supply  of 
the  material  furnished. 

Far.  for  the  full  course  of  Lectures  $105  ;  — 
j^'latriculation  Fee  $5  ; — Practical  Aiiatoniy 
$5  ;  — Gra-iaation  Fee  S'SO. 

The  Summer  Commencement  will  tate  place 
early  in  July,  and  the  Spring  CoiEuienceraent 
early  in   March. 

Board  li-pm,  ?2.o0,  to  ifo.OO  per  week. 

Student!*  nn  aiTivir!5>;  in  the  City,  will  ph'nsj 
call  at  the  GUegw  Bailcing,  659  Broadway, 
and  enquire  for  the  Janioor,  Mr.  Polman,  who 
Will  coii(iu;t  them  to  boardiag  houses  near 
the  CollCj^e. 


joni 


DHAPEK,  M.  D. 


Stcretary  of  the  Faculty,  380  Fourth  St. 


Di:]LLUC  &  CO. 

FREXCH  PIlARVTACEUTiCAL  CKGil- 
ISTS,  MANUFACTUREKS  OF  THE  C0^'- 
CEtVTRATED  FLUID  EXfEACTS,  Hydro- 
alcholio  solid  Extracts.     Importers  of  fine 

FRENCH  AND  ENQLISH  GHE^IICALS,  ORUOS, 

Hii.KBs,  Sl;PJ.KF:^K  PKJtiyuMjj-r.Y,  £cc., 
have  opened  a  new  Establishment  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twrntieth-strres, 
Wiierr ,  as  in  their  oth  >r  two  w+dlknown  storts, 
will  be  found  a  full  and  complete  ass-'ortmesTr. 
of  all  known  Pharmaceutical  aad  Chemical 
preparations,  &o.   &c. 

SOLE  AGENTS 
For  the  Vichy  Mineral iWateis  and  Lozenges, 
and  other^rcnch  remedies. 

581  Eroad-^ray,    S50    4tli   ATenise, 

&  2  FarEi  Row. 

NEW    YORK. 


fc^■».v^.uT:»Ea*-^>^^^rf^t»r«^J^rr.lr^^f.^-.>«l^*>^aMl»M^l»apc^la^y»^•il*illM^  tvW 

RATES  of    ADVEHTISING. 

One  column  one  in.seition         -        -  ?5  00 

subsequent  insertion     -  2  00 

one  year  12.00 

one  insertion           -         -  3  60 

subsequent  insertion       -  1,50 
one  year        .         -        - 
and  at   proportionate  rates 


THE  ilLUSTRATED  DOMESTIC  BIBLE,   . 

By  Rev  Ikgram  Cokbin,  JM.  A.  This  Beauti- 
fnl  Family  Bible,  vfill  be  published  in  twenty- 
Sve  Naoibers,  at,  25  cents  each,  and  will  also 
be  put  up  in  mcrithly  pa,rts  at  50  cents. 

The  dislinguihhinj.';  features  of  this  Bible  are 

1.  Seven  hundred  Woctl  Engravings. 

2.  Many  thousand  Riarginal  References. 

3.  Tliree  finely  (ixecuted  Steel  P.Iaps. 

4.  Numerous  Toiproved  Readings. 

5.  A  Corrected  Chronological  Order. 

G.  The  Poetical  Books  in  Metrical  Form. 

7.  An  Expo<^ition  of  each  Chapter,  containing 
the  essence,  of  the  best  commentators,  with 
much  original  matter  by  the  Editor. 

8.  ilefleotions,dr.iwn  from  the  subject  of  the 
Chnpter,  and  giving  in  a  condensed  form,  its 
spiritual  import. 

9  Dates  affixed  to  the  Chapters  for  each  mor- 
ning and  evenii;g's  reading,  comprising  the 
wljole  Bible  in  one.  year. 

The  engravings  are  never  introduced  for 
&hoWs  but  always  to  explain  the  test,  illystra- 
tijig  places,  manners  and  customs  of  the  an- 
cients. 

A  specimen  Number  wit^)  recommendations 
from  some  of  our  leading  divines,  is  now  rea- 
dy. The  regular  is-me  will  begin  about  the  let; 
of  July,  and  a  Jjlunibtr,  will  be  published  on 
the  fir.-it  and  iii^^Bi  of  each  month,  till  the 
book  is  CorfKj^'(W|^ 

Agents  are  wanted  to  procure  8ubscril)erii 
for  this  work,  and  the  opportunity  is  a  most  fa- 
vorable (jihe  for  thf-ro  to  do  well. 

It  wiil  he  on(j  of  the  mof-t  beautiful,  compre- 
hensive Bibles  ever  published,  and  so  cheap  a^ 
to  place  it  within  thy  reach  of  all. 

Apply  TA--Daid.  to  S.  LiEUSTON, 

^tf        IE  a  Nassau  st ,  New  York. 
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LRlflSll  QUARTERLY  REVIEWS. 

Owiug  10  the  late  revolutions  and  ccunter- 
revolnijons  amv.n,g  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
have  fuiL)wed  cKch  other  in  tuch  quick  succes- 
sion, of  M  hicb  '-the  end  is  not  yet,''  the  leading 
periodieahs  of  Great  Britain  have  become  in- 
vested with  a  dcgrte  of  intercht  hitherto  un- 
tiuovrn.  They  occupy  a  noddle  ground  between 
the  hasty,  dif^joiuted,  and  ncceesaiily  imper- 
fect records  of  the  new.<papers,  and  the  elabo- 
rate and  ponderous  treatises  to  be  furnished  by 
the  hi.'^torian  at  a  future  d;.y  The  A^mericau 
i'ullis!;er,'=>,'  therefore,  deem  it  proper  to  call 
renewed  iittentiun  to  these  periodicals,  and  to 
the  very  low  piiccs  ut  which  they  are  offered, 
to  sub-cribers.      Tlie  following  is  their  list: — 

')  HE  LONDON  QUAR!  ERLY  REVIEW. 

THE  EDlKiillRGH  REVIEW. 

THE  NORTH  BRi TISH  REVIEW. 

THE  WESTIviiNSfEil  REVIEW,  and 
BLA-CKVvOOD-S  EDINBURGH  MAGAZINE. 

In  thp!;e  peri(»dicaJfi  a<o  ooutaioed  the  views 
moderaicly,  though  clettrly  and  hrmly  espres- 
Sid,  of  tbc  tlirt  e  great  parties  in  England, — 
J'ory,  VVhig  and    Rudical — "Blackwood"  and 
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the  ''Londoa  Quartprlj"  are  Tory  ,•  the  "Edio- 
burgh  Review"  VVhio;:  and  the  •' Westminster 
Review"  Liberal.  The  'North  IJritish  Review"' 
CAV<  s  its  (-stablisliment  ty  the  lust  great  ecclewi- 
astical^movemi  nt  in  Scotlan  1,  and  is  not  ultra 
in  ita  views  en  any  of  the  grand  departments 
of  human  knowledge  ;  it  wa»  originaMy  edit'.-d 
by  Dr.  Chalmers,  and  now,  sitice  liisdtath,  is 
Conducted  by  his  son-in-law,  Dr.  Hanna,  asso- 
ciated with  Sir  David  Brewster.  Its  literary 
character  is  of  the  very  hi'jhest  order.  The 
'■Westminster,"  though  reprinted  under  that 
title  only,  is  published  in  Er.gland  under  the 
title  of  the  "iForeign  Quartcrlv  and  We^tnun- 
ster,"  it  being  in  fact  a  union  of  the  two  Re- 
views formerly  published  and  reprinted  under 
eeperate  titles.  It  has,  therefore  the  advantage 
by  this  combination,  of  uniting  in  one  work 
the  best  features  of  both  heretofore  issued. 

The  above  Periodicals  are  reprinted  in  New 
York,  immediately  on  their  arrival  by  the  Bri- 
tish steameis,  in  a  beriutiful  cleaT*  type,  on  fine 
■white  paper,  and  are  faithful  coj^fes  of  the  ori- 
ginals, Hlackwood's  Magiizine  h  i  ig  an  exact 
fac-simile  of  the  Edinjjuigh  edition. 

J"or!aDy  one  of  the  r-  eviews,     S3  00  a  year. 
For  any  two,  do  ^^L     o.OO 

For  any  three.  do   ^|H    j'QiO 

For  »ll  four  of  the  Revie^*-  '  IS  00 
For  Blackwood's  Mag^zlue,        3  DO      " 
For  Black  woods  and  3  Reviews,  0  Oi)      " 
For  BlackwooJs  and  4  Reviews, TO,uO    " 
'^Payments  to  he  made  in  all  cu^ey  i.i  advance 
CLUBBING. 

the   above: 


a 

u 


Four  copies  of  any  or  of  all^jA 
■works  will  be  sent  to  one  addre^^^  piiyment 
of  the  Regular  subscription  for  tbree — the 
fourth  being  gratis.  Remittances  and  commu- 
nications, are  to  be  addressed,  post-paid  or 
franked,  to  the  Publishers.  « 

LEONARD  SCOTT  &  CO,  79  Fulton  St. 
Entrance  5-1  G:Jd  St.  Nev/  York. 


C.    C.   MOOllE, 
PLATTSnURGH.  K  Y. 

WHOLESALE  &  RETAIL  DRUG  &  MEDiCINE 

I  WAREHOUSE, 

i      (Patent  Medicinps  excluded.)  Opium,  Salts, 

Castor  Oil,  Quinine,  Sulphur,  Cream  Tartar, 
\  Sal  Sodii,  Carb.  Soda,  Oils  of  Lemon,  Pepper- 
,  mint,  Cedar,  Snuff,  Balsam  &  Origanum:  Soda 
;  Crackers,  Burgundy  pitch,  Tartaric  Acid  Sweet 

Oil,  Colo^rne,  Turpentine'   Paints,  Oils  ;    Fresh 

Cod  Liver  Oil. 
'      Phy.sicians'  orders  requested,   and   promptly 

attended  to  Six  months'  time  given,  and  all 
j articles  warranted  as  to  price  andj^qualitj,   or 

they  will  be  returned. 
Xi@^Reference    to   Dr.    Nklson,    Editor  of 

the  Northern  Lancet. 

MOOEliS  &  STODDARD, 

DRUGS,  !VlED!C!HE5^FAiNT8^iL,  DYESTilf  FS, 

KAMOV  SOAPS,    PKRFUMKKJES.   AND 

PATE  N  T   M  E  D  I  C  I  N  E  S. 

Piatt sburgh,  N.  Y. 


BUSINESS    DIRECTORY. 


LIFE  INS:iJRANCE. 


GE05iG.E  3iOOrvE, 
Agent  for  American  ai.d  Nev:  Ycrk  Life  In- 
surance Companies.    CalifOi'Mia    Risks  ta- 
cn  at  fair  rates.    Particular-^  fui  uished  on  ap- 
plication by  mail  or  otherwise. 

PL ATTS BURGH,  N.  Y. 

^— ^ — — . — . . . . _ 

HARTFORD  LIFE  k  HEALTH  {HGORANHF  00. 

Cash   Invested   Capital  of  ^100,000. 
C'alifoi'nia  Life  Ulslis*, 
taken  at  lower  rates   than  any    other   Institu- 
tion.   Insurance  on  the  Mutual  or  Joint  Stock 
plans,  and  on  Life  and  Health  c'>mbined. 
HOR  A  C  E  N  E  L  SO  N,  M.  D . , 
Agent  and  IMadical  Esaminor  for 
Clinton  Cjijnty,  New  Vork, 


"APOTHECARIES'    HALL," 

Corner  of  Church  and  College  Streets, 
BURLING  TON,   VERMONT, 

SCAI1.1LETT  &   LYON, 
PROPRIETORS, 

WHOLESAI.K  AND  RETAIL  DEALERS  IN 

Drugs,  Choaiica's,  Oils,  Dye-Stuffs, 
Camphene,    &c.  &c, 

DAVID  A.  SCAai.KTT.  DAN  LYON, 

DRUGS.  MEDICINES.  PAINTS, 

OiU    Dye- Woods    and   Stuff-., 

PE  R  F  U  M  E  R Y.   HAIR  k  TOO  f  H 

n  RUSHES; 

Fai3€y     Articles, 

And  all  kind^'  oi 
PATENT  MEDICINES.     SOLD  BY 

WILLIAM  P.   MOOERS, 

PLATrSBURGIL 

Also  PiivsiciANS    PKKSoiiipr.'o.NS  preiiared. 

JAMES  &  BRO^V.V, 

ATTOR^EV^S.    COUN-ELLQ-I.n    &c. 

OGDENSBURGH  iV.  F. 

A.  B.  Jamics.  Wm.  C   Brown-. 


M.  CON  ANT, 

ATTORNEY  and  C XJNSELLOR  at  LAVV, 

M ALONE.  N.  Y 


NORTHERN  LANCET 
AND 

GAZETTE  OF  LEGAL  MEDICINE, 

Is  printed  on  32    largo  octavo    pages,    with 
double  columns,  and  is  published  monthly,  at 
Ome  BolSar  a  year,  in  Advance. 

JS©*" Letters  ;    Books  &c.    for  Review,  must  be 
po.st- paid— those  from-Agpnts  excepted. 
PLATTSRURGU,    Clinton    Covnt>j,   N.    F. 
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